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Letter from the Director
Life was beginning to resemble a symphony of misery, echoing the music I have been hearing the past
months; however, the tones, notes and scales have taken a turn to a softer and gentler composition. I am now
hearing the music that sings…“the Museum is open”. It has been a long two and a half months but the
Museum never sat idle during the Pandemic; to the contrary the gift shop has been remodeled, the library got a
new scanner with untold economic benefits and the front reception area is totally new, carpets cleaned,
inventory done and electrical revamped.
The Museum has come back better than ever and stands ready to educate and dazzle future guests from all
over the world. The Museum will soon be on track to match last year’s numbers, when there were
domestic buses and European tourists as well as Asian travelers numbering in the hundreds.
Yes, the Museum was closed but it never entered the “Corona Coma”, rather it took on new life and breath.
This Museum is and always will be a shining light in our great community. Bill Porter would advise me to
never be complacent and take this institution for granted. I believe that the Museum will never be bent or
mangled by the anvil of mediocrity. Thank you Bill for all the years you dedicated to this Museum
I want to thank the staff and volunteers that lent a hand during the Museum’s closure. The Museum Board of
Trustees chose to pay staff members during the lockdown and although not required, these dedicated
employees came down and helped remodel and sanitize this facility. I cannot say enough to thank these fine
people for their support.
With Covid seemingly in the past, the future seems brighter and filled with the promise of getting back to
something greater than a new normal. I would like to dub the last six months of 2020 as a “Time of Hope and
Joy”.
Karin Goudy has agreed to put together a new exhibit in the hall approaching the library, and this is a field that
she excels in. I will keep you posted as to the progress and hopefully a date when we can showcase her
endeavors.
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More Cat Than He Bargained For
Contributed by Charles Cook

I am an amateur genealogist and I admire those who take the time to research stories of their families and
share them with us.
I have been reading a book entitled “Trail Dust of the Southwest” by John Cureton Grounds. This book is a
narrative of the Grounds family and their contributions to the settling of areas in the Untied States. John was
a grandson of William Franklin “Bud” Grounds, a pioneer stockman who arrived in Mohave County in the
early 1870’s, who through sheer grit, hard work and determination made a success in the ranching and mining
opportunities this part of Arizona had to offer. “Bud” Grounds son, William “Billy” Grounds Junior and
Bud’s grandson Howard Grounds were both highly successful stockmen in their own rights in Mohave
County.
John Cureton Grounds, brother of Howard, spent a lot of his time in Utah where he concentrated his writing
skills on telling the stories of the early pioneers in his family. His research was all firsthand knowledge told
to him by his father “Billy” Grounds.
One of the stories that fascinated me most was a story about an old-timer, not one of the Grounds family but
an acquaintance by the name of Pete White that took place in Mohave County around 1914.
I will let John Grounds tell the story his father, “Billy” Grounds related to him.
“One day in Kingman I met an old trapper and hound man, Pete White. He was clawed and skinned up all
over his head, face and arms with deep cuts. I asked. “What’s the matter Pete? You look like you tried to
whip a mountain lion barehanded.” The old fellow said, “Billy, that’s exactly what it amounted to. I was up
back of Kemp Water under the high peaks on Music Mountain Rim when I found hot lion tracks. My dogs
were running every which way and eventually stopped at a hole eroded under a ledge. The hole was just large
enough for me to crawl in by skidding on my stomach. I checked tracks to make sure the last tracks were
coming out. I took my hunting knife and some rope and called my dogs all around the hole so as to keep any
critters from coming in on me. I set my gun near the entrance, which usually helps hold the dogs around.
There were four small lion cubs in a corner. I quickly tied each one to a rope around my waist and began
crawling out. When over halfway out the entrance went dark. I could hear my dogs barking at a distance. I
was able to reach my hunting knife and I began crawling and jabbing. The old mother lion had come in the
entrance and was clawing and chewing on me, but I kept crowding. The “old lady” tried to squeeze past me
but there wasn’t room. The dogs were working on her other end so I
jabbed harder and faster. At the entrance the lioness whirled, cutting a dog
full length with her claws, then jumped up on a high rock away from the
hounds.” The battle was over.
Pete brought the cubs into the Court House at Kingman expecting some
compensation for neutralizing the big cat. Apparently, the County
officials were not going to reward Pete so Billy Grounds told Pete, “What
the County won’t pay you for bounty, I will.” This tickled old Pete and he
was more than happy to care for the four lions cubs while they were so
young and vulnerable.
Billy Grounds knew there had to be some of kind of reward for having
some of the hide on your face and arms ripped off so that young calves,
colts, lambs and other domestic animals could survive unmolested.
I remember William Franklin “Billy” Grounds quite well. To me he was
always pleasant, always busy and always engaged. He was a tough as nails
old cowboy and his integrity and fairness could never be questioned.
William “Billy” Grounds ca. 1955
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We are happy to announce that the Museum is once again open to the public!!
Our temporary operating hours are Tuesday through Friday 9 A.M. to 4 P.M.
The Research Facility is open Wednesday and Thursday 9 A.M. to 4 P.M.

Thank you for observing accepted social distancing practices during your visit.

Welcome Back!!!

!Coming Soon!
Bob Boze Bell, author, artist, Arizona historian and former Kingman resident,
has generously donated one of his paintings as well as
one of his books to benefit the Museum.
The painting entitled:,

“Doc Holliday in Colorado”
along with his book titled:

“The Illustrated Life and Times of Doc Holliday”
will be raffled in the near future.

Proceeds will benefit the Museum.
Stay tuned for details!
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50 years ago from the Mohave County Miner

1970
July 2, Senator Barry Goldwater today urged all Americans to make July 4, 1970 an occasion for
rededicating the nation to the concept of Victory over the forces of slavery everywhere in the world.
July 9, Meeting Slated The Mohave Citizens Radio Assistance gr oup will meet tonight at 7 P.M. in the
KOA Recreation Hall, KOA campgrounds.
July 23, Forest Fire A smolder ing pine tr ee that was str uck by lightening Sunday night bur st into
flame and burned for four hours late Tuesday as a crew from the BLM fought to extinguish the blaze. John
Keenan, a spokesman for the bureau, said the pine was a dead tree, approximately two feet in diameter. The
fire was confined to the tree he said, which was located about one mile below the Girl Scout camp in the
Hualapais.

80 years ago from the Mohave County Miner

1940
July 11, 150 Enjoy Odd Fellows Picnic in Hualapai Park Sunday
Attended by a large crowd, the Odd Fellows picnic in the Hualapai mountain park last Sunday was a
big success. Highlights of the picnic were the super abundance of excellently prepared food and a ladies’ race
in which the prize was a ring.
Other entertainment included three-legged and sack races, fat men’s race, skinny men’s race, and a
softball game between the ladies and the men. The game was won by the men by the close score of 27 to 2.
August 15, The Rebekah Lodge is having a treasure hunt on Saturday night, August 17th. All Rebekahs,
Theta Rho girls, and Odd Fellows are invited to participate and will meet at the I.O.O.F. hall at 7:30 P.M.
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100 years ago from the Mohave County Miner

1920
July 10, Ver y few Yucca folks ar e making any ar r angements to “take in” the 4th at any of the places
celebrating. We might have a “chewing match” right here at home were the matter rightly agitated.
July 24, Picnic at Beale Springs for Team
The Kingman “Wildcats” were treated to a picnic at Beale Springs last Monday night by some of the
young fellows around town. They had a nice lunch, including a bounteous supply of watermelon, after their
dip in the plunge. The boys appreciated it and had a good time.
August 7, Dance at Neal Ranch Saturday
There will be a big dance at the Neal ranch, on the Big Sandy, on the 14th, next Saturday night.
It is being given by Lew Neal and Mr. Manly. Kingman music will be provided and everyone is invited.
Come and have a good time.

Mohave Memories
Newsletter and Museum Memberships
Mohave County Historical Society, Inc.

invites you to participate in preserving our past and building our future.
General Member
$ 30.00
Includes member and immediate family,
free admission to Mohave Museum,
Route 66 Museum & Bonelli House.
Supporting Member
$100.00
Includes all General Member benefits,
plus no-charge research assistance from Museum staff.
Business Member

$200.00

Director’s Circle

$500.00

Applications available online
www.mohavemuseum.org/resources
or call 928-753-3195
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Membership Renewals
Bob & Ruthie Burord

Jeanne Orr Mathiesen, Kansas City, MO

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Goldberg and Family

Ben J. & Patricia M. Lamb, Golden Valley, AZ

Mr. & Mrs. Danny Salyer, Bullhead City, AZ

Ms. Carol Decker Noli

Sutton Memorial Funeral Home

Cynthia L. Poe

David & Tommie Upton

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Short

Roy & Bobbi Voss, Sun City West, AZ

Bruce & Sherry Potter

Rodger & Suellen Stewart

Jim & Anne Dorre

Mr. Dennis J. Sigurnjak, Lake Havasu City, AZ

Robert N. Palmer

Dave & Jan Cox

Joan Ransberger

Ms. Dorothy Campbell Castleberry, Yucca, AZ

Ms. Shirley Bradley

Mr. Jim Strait, Phoenix, AZ

Culligan Water Conditioning

Wayne Thompson, Tucson, AZ

Hon. Judge Gary Pope

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Bingham

Mr. Albert Lemke, Fort Mohave, AZ

Bill & Colleen Kirby

Mark Tapia & Sons, Mesa, AZ

Don & Barbara Pike

June K. Benson, Palm Desert, CA

Harold R. & Elsie M. Smith

Owen & Kolette Finch

Charles & Margaret Lowes, Golden Valley, AZ

Bill R. Watson

Florence R. Conaway

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Ricca

Jennifer M. French

Mr. Brandon Turner

Kathleen M. Caruso

Mr. & Mrs. Gene Wolff

Mary Jane Nutting, Concord, CA

Debbie Catt, c/o Mission Bank

Southwest Alarm Services, Michael Dom

Larry & Karen Johnson

Mr. David Savage

Morgan R. Wilson

Mr. & Mrs. Dale E. Enlow, Hackberry, AZ

Larry & Sandy Anderson, Flagstaff, AZ

Ms. Judy Olney

Karen & Mike Thompson

Dan Duey

Mrs. Jill Gernetzke-Hays

Bob & Darlene Shaeffer Maher
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New Memberships

Welcome!
Howard Ostermeier
Maureen Hugunin, Golden Valley, AZ
Bernie and Betty Rowe
Jay Thompson, Chloride, AZ

Memorials
If a Memorial donation is not designated for a specific purpose, it will be used at the Museum’s discretion.

Donor

In Memory Of

Clairann P. Cave
Penny White
Phyllis Eaton
Jack M. Kesler
Thomas R. Orr
Kitty, Lou, Eriketa, Louis, John & Tony Cirulli
Clariann P. Cave
Clairann P. Cave
Joan McCall
Dr. Jerald D. Wienke
Kay Brashear
Ben Lamb and Pat Mullin Lamb
Ben Lamb and Pat Mullin Lamb
Ben Lamb and Pat Mullin Lamb

Jon Edward Glenn
Jerry Owen Eaton
Jerry Owen Eaton
Elmer L. Graves
Elmer L. Graves
Elmer L. Graves
Dorothy Christine Braffet Rubio
Alice E. Longwell
Elmer L. Graves
Elmer L. Graves
Christina Marie Cave
Jane Elizabeth Lovgren
Alice E. Longwell
Mary "Possum" Glancy Stephenson
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