The Light

March
2017

“ Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.” Isaiah 60:1

“For God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish, but have eternal life.”
John 3:16

We are about to begin a journey that just might change
our lives. You may think you’ve done this before—this
journey to the cross and celebration of resurrection—
but you haven’t. How can we say this? Because the
landscape of life experiences is always shifting and the
“you” you are today and the world you live in is very
different from the “you” you were last year. Jesus
invites the 2017 version of ourselves to join him on this
journey to the cross, because there are new things to
learn. And if we pay attention to what we see
happening within us and around us, we will discover
what God wants to teach us this time around.

This is a walking journey. You’ve got to approach it slowly, if you are going to pay attention. And so, the
best way to equip yourself is with something which will give you the support you need. Any experienced
walker will tell you, about the importance of a good set of shoes, or hiking boots, because when you wear
a well-built shoe, you’ll be able to climb steep hills and traverse rocks, paying attention to the scenery
rather than the blisters forming on your feet.
The faith that has been passed down to us is like a comfortable set of walking shoes— the leather soft
with age, the soles having seen plenty of miles—but the structure and support is what enables us to keep
on walking. The Apostle’s Creed captures the heart of our faith - the essence of what we believe. It offers us a framework of support upon which enables us to navigate through the many places God will lead
us in this coming year. Like the sole of a sturdy shoe, the Apostles’ Creed supports our “soul.” That is
why our congregational study of the Apostle’s Creed is a good place to start as we begin the journey of
Lent, reminding ourselves about what is at the very heart of our faith—what we believe. And this creed
gives us a foundation for discerning where Christ is leading us as we continue on our visioning process
as a congregation.
This is not a solo journey. We walk together—which is why we have small groups. When we immerse
ourselves in scripture, in prayer, and in holy conversations with one another, we can discern together
how we, the church, can be a public witness of the life God calls us to live. When we are united in a common direction, we are able to embody Christ to the world.
If you aren’t able to join a group, we hope you will consider
reading the book we are all studying: “Creed,” by Adam Hamilton.
During Lent, the Apostles’ Creed will be the focus of a sermon
series. In our Children’s Church and Sunday afternoon youth
group programs, younger people will be discussing the same
themes.
We begin Lent with Ash Wednesday on March 1 at 7 PM. It will
be an intergenerational service and provide an opportunity for all
of us to begin Lent with intentionality and direction. We invite you
to join us.
~ Pastors Ann and Charlie

Adult Education

FAMILY OF FAITH

Join us at 9 AM on Sunday mornings for stimulating discussion and deepening faith.
March 5 Beyond Snohomish: Tall Timber
Ranch, More Than a Beautiful Place
Jana (Bishop) Robbins as a former camper,
counselor and now mother of campers and TT
board member., will update us - perhaps with the
help of her energetic sons - on the ministry,
opportunities and future of Tall Timber Ranch.
March 12 &19 Polly Fox: OMGWHYFM*
“God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in
our conscience, but shouts in our pains: it is his
megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” —C. S.
Lewis, The Problem of Pain
In this season of reflection on the meaning and
passion of Jesus, Polly, with her articulate
enthusiastic style, will challenge us to explore the
meaning of pain as pondered by
C. S. Lewis.
*O my God, why have you forsaken me?
March 26-April 9 Wisdom from Everett Gospel
Mission
At our most basic level, all of us have very similar
needs and desires, but the economic classes we
grew up in give us very different perspectives,
challenges and standard operating procedures. In
this series of sessions, led by Sylvia Anderson,
CEO of Everett Gospel Mission, you will learn
much about yourself, your friends and co-workers
as we look at the role economic class plays in our
lives. And you will understand better the people
whom Sylvia serves and the important work of the
Mission.

Ash Wednesday Worship
March 1 at 7 PM

The Season of Lent begins with a kind of springcleaning, a cleansing of the soul as we take the
first step into Lent with our Ash Wednesday
Service on March 1 at 7 PM. The forty-day
Lenten journey connects us with Jesus’ journey
that began the moment he knew God was leading
him to a life of profound obedience and radical
faith. Jesus “set his face toward Jerusalem” and
intentionally began to empty himself as he made
his way toward the cross. We hope you will make
Lent – with the Ash Wednesday service and small
group opportunities - an intentional part of your
journey toward spiritual growth. The first step of
this forty day spiritual journey of Lent begins with
this forty minute service for renewal and
recommitment.

Cynthia Sundman Preaches March 5

We are pleased to have Cynthia Sundman
preaching on March 5. Cynthia has been a longtime mission fund recipient from our church. We
look forward to hearing what God has been doing
in the areas she serves in international mission.

Lenten Small Groups Begin March 5
Sign Up Now

Our Lenten small groups have been a wonderful
means of building friendships and faith. They offer
opportunities for spiritual growth through the fellowship, conversation and prayer for one another.
This year’s Lenten season’s study is from Adam
Hamilton’s book “Creed: What Christians
Believe and Why.” which takes a deeper look at
the Apostle’s Creed, a statement of faith that has
united the church for seventeen centuries. This
study is more than a review of the basics of
Christian doctrine, but raises relevant questions to
help us think about our own beliefs in a deeper
way. Books are available at the church for $15.
Sign up at snopres.ccbchurch.com or on sheets
posted in the narthex. Our Sunday children’s
church and youth programs will also participate in
this study.
We hope everyone in the church will take
advantage of the opportunity as it helps shape our
character and nurture our faith. We look forward to
delving more deeply into one of the church’s
earliest creeds and seeing it’s relevance for today:

Lenten Sermon Series on The
Apostle’s Creed

A Lenten sermon series on the Apostle’s
Creed will accompany our Lenten small
groups:
March 12 - God
March 19 - Jesus Christ
March 26 - Holy Spirit
April 2 - Communion of Saints
April 9 - Forgiveness of Sins
April 16 - Resurrection of the Body

Interested New Members

We encourage those interested in joining the
church to be involved in one of the Lenten Small
Groups. We’ll meet a couple times beyond the sixweek Lenten small group sessions to explore our
own Reformed tradition and discover more about
our congregations mission and ministries. Persons
who are new to our community of faith will be
paired with a longer term member who serves as a
friend and companion along the way. If you are
interested, please sign up for a Lenten small group
and inform Pastor Ann or Charlie.

New Sonata to Be Performed

About a year ago, Barb Penniston commissioned
Howard Stoess to write a piece for bassoon and
organ. The resulting Church Sonata for Bassoon
and Organ on Psalm 108 will be performed by
Barb and Rita Stoess during our service on March
12. The three movements are inspired by the first
five verses of the psalm and will serve as our
Prelude, Offertory and Postlude.

On June 29, eight youth and eight adults will be
leaving on an intergenerational mission trip to the
Guatemalan highlands of Barillas. There, in the
village of San Ramon Grande, the need for
healthier cooking is great as 128 families are still
cooking on open fires within their homes. We will
be installing Aller stoves, to greatly improve air
quality in homes, and reduce respiratory ailments
as well as the cost of essential firewood, and
deforestation. To raise funds, we will have an
auction on Sat., March 11. Please, support our
youth and our stove project. Our youth are excited
to be joining together with adults in our congregation and look forward to serving and helping
families toward better health, safety and nutrition.
Questions about the trip or how you can
help? Feel free to contact Curtis White 425-4227001 or Ursula Gallagher 425-308-4601.
Prayers for Our 2017 Mission Team
Please be in prayer for our 2017 Mission Team as
they prepare for their upcoming trip. The Mission
Team members are: (Youth) Brad Baker, Talea
Blasko, Alexis Cabana, Ariana Cabana, Andrew &
Daniel Chauvin, Hannah Dubyne, Hollee Seaward
(Adults) Lara Blasko, Candice Cabana, Brent &
Patrice Chauvin, Bruce Groenewegen, Ann Lewis,
Beth Seaward, Curtis White.
Stoves Update
The mission team to Guatemala will be installing
wood burning stoves in the homes of people who
currently are only able to cook over open fire pits in
their homes. Here is an update on the money we
have raised so far. Because of this churches
generosity we have already collected $8,300,
enough for 41.5 stoves! That is a third of the way
towards our goal of 100 stoves. Thank you so
much to all who donated at the rummage sale,
bake sale, and alternative gift market! We hope
people will bring this same spirit of generosity with
them to our auction March 11.
Eyeglasses for Guatemala
Do you have eyeglasses that you no longer need?
Many Guatemalan villagers suffer from poor eyesight and have little access to eyeglasses. Give a
gift of better vision - deposit your old eyewear
(prescription, or magnifiers) in the donation box on
the information table.

Mission Trip Auction: March 11

On Saturday, March 11, we will hold our 2017
Mission Trip Auction to raise funds for the stove
installation mission project. You can help by
donating items, goods and services to put up for
auction. Ideas for donations are limited only by your
imagination. Auction donation forms are available on
the information table in the narthex or on our
website: http://www.snopres.org on the news &
resources page. All forms are due by March 3
Please return them to the black tray on the information table. Donation items need to be in by
March 6 and go in the library for check in. For more
information or questions contact Jill Sahlstrom at
jill.sahlstrom@gmail.com, or 360-348-2325. Items
already available are:

3 night home stay in France with meals for 4

A Fabulous sailboat trip

Hot Air Balloon ride

1 week for 6 in a Sunriver condo

4 nights at Beach Comber resort in Ocean Shores

Rick Steves autograph and travel kit

Pendleton wool blanket

Hand-carved African dance mask

Matisse print

1 day of waterskiing

Various services offered by our congregation

Restaurant gift certificates

Brand new tool sets

A variety of baskets
 Coffee
 Tea
 Quilting
 Baking
 Christmas

Vintage collectors’ items

Hand crafted art works
 Paintings
 Wood Carvings
 Fabric Art
And much more…

Lakeview Room Expansion Project
Progress continues on the Lake View Room, The
insulation and sheet rock is complete and the paint,
floor and kitchen are up next. Our project manager,
Steve Matuschak, anticipates we should be able to
use the new room by Holy Week Soup Suppers
(though it may not be complete). We continue to
express our thanks to the anonymous donor and to
Steve for the tremendous gift of our expanded
Lakeview Room which will support the ministries of
our congregation and our larger community.

COMMITED TO CHRIST

Guatemala Mission Trip,
June 29 – July 9, 2017

Tuesday Prayer Events

Years ago, Christian writer Corrie Ten Boom
challenged Christians with a riveting question: “Is
prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire?
As one of FPCS's measures to ensure that prayer
is our steering wheel, beginning February 14, our
sanctuary will be open each week for Tuesday
Morning Private Meditation & Prayer from 9:30 AM
– noon. Drop-ins are welcome at any time during
the morning to stay as long or briefly as desired.
Prayer Guide booklets developed by Kathleen
Hansen for the Renewal Weekend will be available.
Prayers may also be blessed to have organ music
in the background if our organist Sally is practicing.
The door is open – God is waiting!
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. Philippians
4:6

CALLED TO COMMUNITY

Prayer Team Invites You to Join Them

On Tuesdays at 12:30, we meet to pray for the
needs and concerns of our church, our community,
and our world. We invite and welcome you to join
us in prayer at the church each week. If you have
questions, please feel free to call Paula Erickson at
(425)334-7183 or Carolyn Mather-Greenberg at
(360)568-7128.

Prayers and Squares Ministry Invites
Your Help

Prayers and Squares, a ministry of care, prayer,
and nurture through quilts, invites you to request
quilts for anyone going through difficult times who
would accept a quilt of prayer and comfort. During
2016, Prayers and Squares women made quilts for
5 church members, 6 extended family members
and 6 friends of church members – a total of 17
quilts of comfort.
This outreach of prayer and comfort is only possible
if you let us know who needs a quilt! Contact our
office secretary, pastors, or any of our P&S
members. We welcome those interested to join us
on Tuesday mornings from 9:30am-noon,
regardless of quilting knowledge. God finds a way
to use all our talents in this ministry. Financial gifts
and donations of cotton quilting fabrics are always
welcome and sustain the ongoing work of this
ministry. And each of you is essential for the
prayers that you tie into the quilts offered in worship
on behalf of each recipient.

Bunco Party, March 3

Ladies! We are getting ready for St Patrick’s Day
by wearing the green at a Bunco party on March 3,
at the home of Linda Mueller. We will gather at
6:30—and begin play at 7 PM. Bring a friend, a
sense of
humor, a snack to share and be sure to
wear the GREEN!! Prizes will be awarded. Sign
up in the narthex or RSVP to Linda at 425-2993633. See you there!

Women's Ministry Book Club, Mar 8

Our next book club selection is The Admissions by
Meg Mitchell Moore. This novel follows the
Hawthorne's, a family who seemingly have it all, or
do they?
We will meet at the home of DeDe Babcock (706
Park Lane in Monroe) on Weds., March 8 at 12
noon for a potluck luncheon of soup and
salad. Our book reviewer is Carol Johnson. In
addition we shall be deciding on books for the
coming year so bring suggestions. Those who wish
to carpool can meet in the church parking lot at
11:30. Questions: call Connie Ford at 360-5686836 or email connieann230@gmail.com. New
book lovers are always welcome.

Snohomish City Clean Up:
Spruce up Our Town for Spring
Saturday, March 18, 9 AM-Noon
Sign up Now!

Looking for a great way to work together, to get
some exercise, and to enjoy a morning beautifying
our city? Join FPCS folks and those from eight
other community churches and organizations to
weed, rake, and clean our town’s civic areas and
parks. FPCS will clean up two locations.
Please sign up in the narthex for work at 1)
Parkway/Aim High (across from the church) or at 2)
the Hal Moe Rain Garden (this is a family-friendly
project). Dress for work and bring whatever you
have: gloves, weeding tools, rakes, 5 gallon
buckets, and wheel barrows. Community service
credit for high schoolers is possible, if arranged in
advance with your school.
The work is light - it’s also fun and rewarding.
Questions? Contact Sharon Johnson, (425) 4227653 C or Pat Sanvik, 425 760-9540 C.

Per Capitaccino Sunday, March 19

Per Capita is the amount we pay ($48 /per member) to support the administrative work of the greater church through the presbytery, synod, and General Assembly. Your Per Capita gifts beyond your
pledges ease the impact of this expense on our
church budget. All who pay anything toward Per
Capita will be thanked with a free espresso drink
and homemade cookie on Per Capitaccino Sunday,
March 19. Please note “Per Capita” on your check.

SHS Fights Hunger

Jr. High Youth Group: Wednesday 5:30-8:00 PM

On May 10, 2017, SHS DECA will be running an
event that will impact the globe not only locally
around Snohomish County, but also in the country of
Haiti. They are raising $35,000 in order to pack
150,000 high protein meals, engineered with
vitamins to reverse the effects of malnutrition. If you
would like to support their battle against world
hunger, you’ll find the sponsorship form on the
information table in the narthex.

Sr. High Youth Group: Sunday 1:30-3:30 PM
Youth Bible Study: Sunday 9:00-10:00 AM
Youth Study Group for Homework Help:
Tuesday 4:00-5:30 PM;
Thursday 4:00-5:30 PM

Youth Events in March
March 5: (1:30 – 3:30 pm): Our youth will begin
our Lenten study of the Apostles Creed. This
study is open to both Jr. and Sr. High youth interested in an in-depth study of the fundamentals of
the Christian Faith. This study will continue for 6
weeks (the season of Lent) and conclude with
students giving their own confessions of faith, as
they feel inclined.
March 11: Guatemala Mission Auction! Any interested youth are invited to volunteer and help out
with this event. Just let Curtis know! Volunteers
should show up as close to noon as possible.
March 16: (6:00 – 7:30 pm): Mission Trip Youth
team meeting. We will be continuing our devotional work with our Mission Trip team. Every youth
attending the Guatemala mission trip needs to be
in attendance.
March 24-25: 30 Hour Famine Lock-In. We will be
partnering with Calvin Pres. and North Creek Pres.
on this project. The 30 Hour Famine is a World
Vision event that helps raise money for the poorest
children on the planet. It also is an excellent
enriching opportunity for students to learn more
about global poverty and what life is like for people
who live in extreme poverty. Part of this project
will be for the students to collectively raise $500.
This small amount of money is enough to provide
food security to one child for one year. My hope is
that all of our youth will participate in this important
project.

Scholarships Available Soon

High school seniors and continuing college
students should start thinking about filling out
Endowment Scholarship applications for the
upcoming school year. Applications can be found
on our web site, www.snopres.org, on the Forms
and Registration page.

Save the Date: August 21-25 for VBS

Our VBS offering, “Passport to Peru” is scheduled
for Aug. 21-25, this summer. Great music, Bible
stories, games and learning scriptures will be
enjoyed by all. Please plan to be involved and tell
friends.

Winter Clothing Collection
for the YWCA Working Women’s
Wardrobe Program:

Thanks to Those Who Have Contributed!
Throughout the year, we collect donations of
semi-professional, modern clothing to give to this
Everett program which assists women in dressing
for success as they seek employment. Clothing sets
are offered to women on a seasonal basis. We take
dresses, skirts, blouses, pants, jackets, coats; also
accessories – shoes, scarves, umbrellas & purses.
Large sizes are needed! No jeans or tennis shoes.
Please clean clothing first and place on hangers to
preserve shape. Donations may be hung on the
cloak rack in the reception area, marked for YWCA.
Questions? Call Pat Sanvik, 425 760-9540.

Hats, Scarves and Gloves

With the chillier weather upon us let’s be sure to
remember those less fortunate than ourselves. Once
again we are collecting warm hats, gloves and
scarves for local charities. Please place items in the
box in the narthex. Your gifts are appreciated.

Got Used Medical Equipment?

Snohomish Evangelical Free Church (210 Ave B)
has a program where you can donate your used
medical equipment, such as; wheelchairs; bedside
commodes; walkers; bathtub chairs and the like and
they will offer the equipment from their “Med Shed”
for free to those who need it. If you’re in need of
free medical equipment, call 425-238-8482 or 360420-4464 or check out their inventory list at http://
snohomishefc.com.

Winter/Spring Grief Series Begins

Mountain View Presbyterian Church (5115 100th
Street NE in Marysville) began its 2017 Winter/
Spring GriefShare® Series Feb 9, through May 11.
GriefShare helps individuals cope with the death of
someone close. Group meetings are each
Thursday, 1:30 PM – 3:30 PM, and the public is invited.
Preregister by contacting (360) 659-7777 or office@mtvpc.org.

COMPELLED TO SERVE

Weekly Youth Programs

FAMILY OF FAITH ~ COMMITTED TO CHRIST

Remember in Your Prayers . . .
Church Family Members
 Carlene and Ron Crossman—navigating through the aftermath of a house fire
 Shireen and David Pesznecker
 Lloyd Erickson
 Seminary Students: Bill Whitney,
Jessica Wong, & Andrew Lewis
 Those under care of the presbytery for ordination: Curtis
White and H.T. Lee

Homebound
Anna Belle Bolduc, Don Farrell,
Betty Fellows, Gary Gloe, Sue Miya,
Shireen Pesznecker, Emma Pumala,
Jan Richardson, & GeeGee Spada
Friends/relatives of congregation
 Praises for Tom Neil, Mary Beth’s dad, who is recovering
nicely
 Beth Donnellan, sister of marge Bryan, diagnosed with breast
cancer
 Pat Fuller, cousin of Rita Stoess, continuing cancer treatment
Ongoing Prayer Support
 Marsha Gustafson - sister-in-law of Joe Johnson, for cancer
 Our nation for wisdom and guidance for our new president
and all of our elected and appointed officials.
 Robert Finlayson, grandfather of John Boerger, continued
recovery from stroke
 Our congregation as we work on a vision that unites hearts
and minds.
 Cale Bullard, 6 year old son of Marj Njaa’s friend, recovering
lost skills after unexplained stroke and responding well to
 Cynthia Sundman ~ missionary in Peru.
therapy.
 Syria, Sudan, Iraq, Afghanistan and other places of deep

Bruce Groenewegen’s mother, Catherine, for recovery from
trauma
severe stroke.
 Global refugee crisis

Howard
Lewis, good report on his cancer
 Yemen, South Sudan, Somalia, and Northern Nigeria—where
 Marge Bryan’s sister, Beth, and brother-in law, David, just
famine is an urgent concern.
diagnosed with Alzheimers. Prayers for a care-giver
 Michael Baker, son-in-law of the Paytons.
 Beth McDaniel - daughter of Bob and Karolyn with cancer.

Congratulations to Grandpa Jon
Jon McKenzie announces the
arrival of granddaughter number
two, Lucy Kaile (pronounced
Kai-luh) Ruther!
Lucy arrived
Feb. 3 to parents Michelle and
Kevin and sister, Joslin.

And, Great Grandma Barb

Jolynn Falk, great grand-daughter to Barb Holmes,
was born to Barb’s grandson, Joe and his wife,
Toni, on Feb. 24.

Health News

Vaccinations: Check with your physician to be
sure your vaccinations are up to date. Communicable diseases such as mumps, measles, chickenpox,
pertussis (whooping cough), flu and shingles are
on the rise for all age groups and are preventable…
Eye Health: To help prevent vision problems from
developing
1. Have regular eye exams.
2. protect your eyes from increasingly bright sunlight with sun hats and dark glasses (UV block).
3. No smoking
4. Keep blood sugar under control.
5. Eat a wide variety of fruits and vegetables each
day, especially those with deep colors like
spinach, kale and chard, blueberries or blackberries either fresh or frozen. They have antioxidants that can help protect your vision.
Healthy Blessings, Merridee Vuori Parish RN

“Need a Hand, Lend a Hand”
Bulletin Board in the foyer
Do you garden, like to build things, have a truck, or
another skill you wouldn't mind sharing? Please
consider putting your name on the “Lend a Hand”
board out in the foyer. Do you need a hand with
some yard work, moving, hauling, gardening or some
other chore? Please put your name and your need
on the “Need a Hand” list in the foyer. We will reach
out and match volunteers with needs in the
congregation – thank you for your consideration.

Care Notes in Narthex

Do you want to offer a friend or family member or
yourself a word of encouragement? Give comfort?
Extend compassion? Lift a spirit?
There are Care Notes in the narthex provided by our
Stephen Ministers and Deacons, which address
many life issues such as loss, disappointment,
anxiety, pain, suffering, frustration, depression,
hospitalization, illness, cancer, etc.
Take one for yourself and take heart! Give one to
someone else and give hope!

Sermons Available to Share
CD’s of the previous weeks’ services are available in
the narthex as are sermon manuscripts should
anyone wish to take one for themselves or someone
else. A huge a thank you to Lex Lane for his work
in making the CD’s available.

The church is increasingly making effective use of our internal
communication service, SnoPres Online (previously referred to
as Church Community Builder, or CCB). Do you need an
account set up? Are you new to the system or have any difficulties using it? Trouble logging in or forgotten password? Would
you like to use SnoPres Online features to help your church
group communicate more effectively or schedule members
serving? Stop by the “Help Desk” in the narthex in front of the
office after worship on third Sundays of the month this spring
(Mar. 19, & May 21) and ask for help or suggestions. Can't wait
until the next help desk session? Send an email to
SnoPres.Online@snopres.org with a question or problem and
one of our experienced online community gurus will respond.
Or feel free to contact Jon McKenzie or Lex Lane if you see
them at the church. ~ The SnoPres Online Team

Snohomish Online Community Practice
Sessions on Website

If you’re new to FPCS or are just getting started in our SnoPres
online community through the Church Community Builder
Program and missed some of the earlier practice sessions,
then check out our website for the complete list of suggested
practice sessions: http://www.snopres.org/connect--serve.html
This is on the Connect & Serve page.
If you would like serious training on different aspects of CCB
you can sign up for free live webinar training on this site: http://
explore.churchcommunitybuilder.com/register-software-training
-workshops-2017

View Your Giving Statement
24 / 7
With Snopres Online (Church Community Builder) you have online access to
viewing your charitable contributions
and even non-tax deductible payments
to First Presbyterian Church any time
you like. It’s super easy:
1. Log in at snopres.ccbchurch.com
2. In the upper right hand corner, click
on your name and click on profile.
3. Click on the financial tab below your
contact info.
4. Click on “family” view tab to view
total giving for your family or
“individual” to view your personal
giving.
You will see your most
recent gifts.
5. To view your printable statements,
click in the
bottom right hand
corner, “giving statement” or “pledge
statement”, select quick date range
of “this year” and click “Run Report.
You may print this for your records.

At the Kitchen Table
By John Moss

Well, that month went by in a hurry. Seems like I just wrote the last edition a few days ago. We are rushing
toward spring.
I know spring is almost here. Audrey Kellerman made that clear as the greeter Sunday morning. Did you
notice, Audrey is animated like a bubble, jumping and dancing and clapping her hands. She hugs you and
her face delivers a great smile, her eyes sparkle, and she almost sings out that spring is in the air. What a
great way to enter into worship.
It’s exciting to see that we are scheduling the first real use of the new Lake View expansion. I’m not sure
the paint will be dry or the flooring or lighting complete, but it looks like the Guatemala Mission auction will
be held there, ready or not. And what better first use than to contribute to the success of such a great
mission.
There are some new financial reporting procedures going into place for our Session, councils, and other
constituents like Deacons and Kaleidoscope. There is a new group in CCB called Fiscal Affairs and the
membership includes all the people that should have access to the financial reports for all the churches’
activities. If you were inadvertently omitted, please let Liz know.
Each month the month end reports will be posted here for easy access and review. Each council or group
will find a summary and activity details of their affairs for the month just ended and the previous month.
The councils and groups are responsible to review the reports each month and report any errors to the
Treasurer. The two month’s details will enable them to confirm that necessary corrections have been
made. i.e. an error reported for March can be seen as corrected when the March/April activity is posted.
Have you noticed the number of recent anniversaries and birthdays that celebrate four score years or
more? In every case where I have congratulated the folks I hear a theme that our church family has been a
key to the quality of our celebrants’ lives. I have a few to go to reach four score, but I agree that the friendships and support I find in our congregation are key contributors to my own life.
I better go before I get maudlin. Send me an email if you have any questions or topics you would like to talk
about at the Kitchen Table. john@eventproducers.events. Until then, may God bless our church and each
and all of us.
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SnoPres Online Help Desk

Celebrating Who We Are! Insights from
Visioning Responses
Responses are flooding in to the three questions the
Visioning Committee has posed to the congregation
about when our members feel most engaged, how our
congregation is unique, and what dreams/visions are
developing in the hearts of our church family members.
Thirteen church groups, as well as numerous individuals
have responded to date, with more expected. Meanwhile, the feedback is informative and uplifting! Here is
a representative sampling of the feedback on qualities
of our church which are unique:
Fellowship and Deepening Relationships

I like that we still feel like a small church, like you
are part of a church family.

Welcoming and friendliness of the congregation,
especially Audrey and company!

We listen to one another and respect one another’s
perspective on difficult issues. We are able to have
differences and encompass many points of view and
still be a family.

We keep looking for things which will meet the
diversity of needs of the people – we may not be
there yet – but we want to feed the needs of the
people of this community.
Mission/Outreach

I think FPCS has a strong presence of community
outreach, with so many people involved in so many
different ways.

We have a wide-reaching mission outreach that
starts within the congregation from the hearts of our
members.

Having Kaleidoscope and Community Kitchen and
the Mobile Clinic - being a part of and serving the
community. I’m proud to be able to tell them that we
have programs for everybody in the community
throughout the week.

For our size, it is pretty amazing all the ways in
which we engage in ministry, and how generous
people give toward that end.
Facility

Our building is ALIVE all week! And we have
housed the Counseling Service for decades.

Open sense of using our facility with community
groups. Speaks well of our church to the community
to have groups use the church daily and cars always
in the parking lot.
Finances
When we had a congregational meeting and people
talked about reaching a 10% of the church budget to
give toward mission. I think that is really unique – it
blew my mind.

Growing Deeper in Faith
and Relationship with Christ

To see grandchildren and three generations
worshiping together in church – what an affirmation
of longevity in faith and the commitment to nurturing growth in faith.

People are encouraged to learn – being a life-long
learner, to be a critical thinker and listen to various
viewpoints.

So many people who sit in the pews on Sunday
who would be capable of preaching. This reflects a
real depth of faith and ability to share it.
Leadership of and for the Church

Roots go back a long way to the guy in the canoe
(Rev. John Thompson). The story of the Blue Eagle
Dance Hall as our beginning.

We have a long tradition with clouds of witnesses
who surround us – the longest history in the county.

Having a man and a woman as co-pastors.

There’s a call to be better and greater, and a wide
berth for a variety of opinions.
Worship and Worship Music

Children contributing to the worship service.

Blended nature of worship and many talented
musicians. We appreciate the music of all!

Having a great singing congregation. Our sound
fills the sanctuary!

We have an open communion table. I think that’s
very important – that anyone can come and
receive Jesus.

The Peace of Christ – Looking forward to it each
Sunday to get to greet one another.
If you have not yet offered your responses to our
Visioning questions, it is not too late! Following worship
on March 5, an open session will be held for anyone
interested in providing responses on the three
questions. Additionally, responses may be made at any
time online at www.sopres.org; select “Visioning.”

March 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

10:00 Bible Study
5:30 Jr. High
Youth
7:00 Ash Wednesday Worship
7:40 Choir

4:00 Study Group
4:30 Community
Kitchen
5:00 Medical Clinic
5:30 Girl Scouts
6:30 AA Support
7:00 Bell
Rehearsal

Ash Wednesday

6:30 Bunco at
Mueller’s home

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

7:00 Men’s Group
8:45 Breakfast
9:00 Adult Ed
10:30 Worship
Noon SnoPres
Online Help Desk
12:15 Visioning
1:30 Sr. High
Youth

1:30 Fellowship
6:30 Operations
7:00 Mission

26

27

7:00 Men’s Group
8:45 Breakfast
9:00 Adult Ed
10:30 Worship
1:30 Sr. High
Youth

Daylight Savings
Time Starts

6:30 Session

4:30 Girl Scouts

7:00 Men’s Group
8:45 Breakfast
9:00 Adult Ed
10:30 Worship
1:30 Sr. High
Youth

Per Capitaccino
Sunday

7:00 Men’s Group
8:45 Breakfast
9:00 Adult Ed
10:30 Worship
1:30 Sr. High
Youth

Light Deadline

4:30 Girl Scouts

9:30-Noon Prayer
& Meditation
9:30 Quilters
12:30 Prayer
Team
4:00 Study Group
6:45 NA Support
Group
7:00 Nar-Anon

9:30-Noon Prayer
& Meditation
9:30 Quilters
12:30 Prayer
Team
4:00 Study Group
6:45 NA Support
Group
7:00 Nar-Anon

9:30-Noon Prayer
& Meditation
9:30 Quilters
10:30 Stewardship
12:30 Prayer
Team
4:00 Nurture
4:00 Study Group
6:45 NA Support
Group
7:00 Nar-Anon

28

9:30-Noon Prayer
& Meditation
9:30 Quilters
10:00 Light Fold
12:30 Prayer
Team
4:00 Study Group
6:45 NA Support
Group
7:00 Nar-Anon

10:00 Bible Study
Noon Women’s
Book Club @
Babcock’s home
5:30 Jr. High
Youth
7:00 Choir

10:00 Bible Study
5:30 Jr. High
Youth
7:00 Choir

10:00 Bible Study
5:30 Jr. High
Youth
7:00 Choir

4:00 Study Group
5:00 Medical Clinic
6:30 AA Support
7:00 Bell
Rehearsal

12:30 Stephen
Ministry
4:00 Study Group
5:30 Girl Scouts
6:00 Youth Mission Team mtg.
6:30 AA Support
7:00 Bell
Rehearsal

4:00 Study Group
6:30 AA Support
7:00 Bell
Rehearsal

Mission Auction
doors open at
6:30 PM

9-Noon
Snohomish City
Clean-Up
6:00 NA Couples

Youth 30 Hour Famine
Lock-In at Calvin PC in

29

10:00 Bible Study
5:30 Jr. High
Youth
7:00 Choir

30

31
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Lenten
Small
Groups
Begin this
Week!
We are a family of faith … Committed to Christ

… Called to community

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9 AM-3:30 PM
Worship: 10:30 AM
of SNOHOMISH

…

Compelled to serve.

Turn hearing aids to the
t-coil (telecoil) setting for
better sound quality.

