September 27, 2020

17th Sunday after Pentecost

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME

PRELUDE: Hyfrydol

MEDITATION

Psalm 113
Hallelujah!

Servants of God, praise,
praise the name of the Lord.
Bless the Lord’s name

now and always.

Praise the Lord’s name

here and in every place,
from east to west.

The Lord towers above nations,
God’s glory shines over the heavens.
Who compares to our God?

Who is enthroned so high?

The Lord bends down

to see heaven and earth,

to raise the weak from the dust
and lift the poor from the mire,
to seat them with princes

in the company of their leaders.

The lonely are no longer alone,
celebrating with others.

Hallelujah!



GATHERING SONG: Great is Thy Faithfulness (ELW 733)
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I Lord of glo - ry, you have bought us with your life - blood
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and more bless - ed tis to give than to re - ceive.
poor and need - y, “Give as I have givin to you”
all your grac - es, with your love our love re - new.

Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818—1889, alt.
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887

GREETING/ PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Let us pray.

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your
grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and
guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE Kyrie eleison (W&P 81)
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

Text and music: Larry Olson
Text and music © 1989 Dakota Road Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

THE WORD: Genesis 37:3-8, 17-22, 26-34; 50:15-21

*Now lIsrael loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he
was the son of his old age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves.
“But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his
brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him.

°Once Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they
hated him even more. °He said to them, "Listen to this dream that |
dreamed. 'There we were, binding sheaves in the field. Suddenly my
sheaf rose and stood upright; then your sheaves gathered around it, and
bowed down to my sheaf." ®His brothers said to him, "Are you indeed to
reign over us? Are you indeed to have dominion over us?" So they hated
him even more because of his dreams and his words.

""The man said, "They have gone away, for | heard them say, 'Let us go to
Dothan.™ So Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan.
"*They saw him from a distance, and before he came near to them, they
conspired to kill him. "*They said to one another, "Here comes this
dreamer. “°Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits;
then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see
what will become of his dreams."” ?'But when Reuben heard it, he
delivered him out of their hands, saying, "Let us not take his life.”
2’Reuben said to them, "Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the
wilderness, but lay no hand on him" — that he might rescue him out of
their hand and restore him to his father. “Then Judah said to his
brothers, "What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood?
’’Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him,
for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. *When
some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of
the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And
they took Joseph to Egypt.

2“When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the
pit, he tore his clothes. *°He returned to his brothers, and said, "The boy
is gone; and |, where can | turn?" *'Then they took Joseph's robe,
slaughtered a goat, and dipped the robe in the blood. **They had the long
robe with sleeves taken to their father, and they said, "This we have
found; see now whether it is your son's robe or not." **He recognized it,



and said, "It is my son's robe! A wild animal has devoured him; Joseph is
without doubt torn to pieces.” *“Then Jacob tore his garments, and put
sackcloth on his loins, and mourned for his son many days.

"Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph's brothers said, "What if
Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the
wrong that we did to him?" '°So they approached Joseph, saying, "Your
father gave this instruction before he died, ''Say to Joseph: | beg you,
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming
you.' Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of
your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. '*Then his brothers
also wept, fell down before him, and said, "We are here as your slaves."
"“But Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid! Am | in the place of God?
“UEven though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good,
in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. ?'So have
no fear; | myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he
reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

Word of God,
word of life.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD: Stand By Me (C.A. Tindley)
Richard Edmonds, Soloist

CHILDREN'S SERMON: Roger Steinke
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive (ELW 605)
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1 “For - give our sins as we for - give,” you taught us, Lord, to pray;
2 How can your par - don reach and bless the un - for-giv - ing heart
3 In blaz - ing light your «cross re - veals the truth we dim -1ly knew:
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Lord, cleanse the depths with - in our souls and bid re-sent-ment cease;
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but you a - lone can grant us grace to live the words we say.
that broods on wrongs and will not let old bit - ter - ness de - part?
how tri - fling oth - ers’ debts to us; how great our debt to you!
then, by  your mer - cy rec - on-ciled, our lives will spread your peace.

Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 19051987, alt.
Music: DETROIT, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © Oxford University Press 1969.



APOSTLES' CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the
world, and all those in need.

In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the
mind of Christ. Where the church is powerful and where it struggles,
shape us with humility and obedience so that your love may be at work in
us. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve
and keep your creation, O God. Mend and redeem places that are
polluted and damaged, so that all of creation confesses you as Lord. Lord,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new
hearts and new spirits. Where sin permeates our cultures and institutions,
change our minds and teach us to trust your authority. Lord, in your
mercy,



hear our prayer.

Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body,
mind, or spirit. Defend the lives and welfare of children who are abused or
neglected, hungry or exploited, bullied or lonely. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests
of others. Fill us with your compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of
care in our community especially Compass Housing Alliance, Lutheran
Community Services, Lutheran Counseling Network and Open Door
Ministries; make us into signs of your mercy and justice for our neighbors.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us—tax
collectors and prostitutes, likely and unlikely, obedient and slow to learn.
By their witness, teach us to confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life and in
death. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to
your mercy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains
us and all of creation.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for Self-reflection.

Faithful God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot
free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own
ways. We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves.
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your
gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our
transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.



God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and
resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God
proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of Jesus Christ. Led by the
Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERTORY: Arioso (J.S. Bach)
Lucy Kay Osborne, Organ

OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these
gifts of your good creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish
us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the
midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.



God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

SENDING

Mothering God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into

the way of truth and life.
Amen.

SENDING SONG: Have No Fear, Little Flock (ELW 764)

1 Have no fear,
2 Have good cheer,
Praise the Lord
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Go in peace. Remember the poor.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Hyferdol

fear,

cheer,
Lord

hearts

lit

- tle

Iit - tle

high
raise

a4 -

o

—

flock!
flock!
bove!
God!



