March 7, 2021
Third Sunday in Lent
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE: Wondrous Love (John Carter)
WELCOME
MEDITATION
Psalm 25
A Prayer for Guidance and Deliverance
To you, God I lift up my soul.
My God, in you I trust;
do not let me be put to shame;
do not let my enemies exult over me.
Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame.
Let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
Make me to know your ways,
God; teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth, and teach me.
For you are the God of my salvation;
for you I will wait all day long.
Be mindful of your mercy, O God,
and of your steadfast love,
for they have been from old.
Do not remember the sins of
my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me,
for your goodness’ sake, O God!
God is good and upright;
God instructs sinners in the way.
God leads the humble in what is right,
and teaches the humble the way.
All the paths of God are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep God’s covenant and decrees.

GATHERING SONG: What Wondrous Love Is This (ELW 666)

GREETING/ PRAYER OF THE DAY – Connie Wolter
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act
courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us
the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE: Lord, My Strength (W&P 93)

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-32 – Randall Wampler
1
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him.
2
And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This
fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them."
3

So he told them this parable: 4Which one of you, having a hundred sheep
and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness
and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5When he has found it,
he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes home, he
calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with
me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.' 7Just so, I tell you, there
will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninetynine righteous persons who need no repentance.
8

Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does
not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it?
9
When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors,
saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.' 10Just
so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner who repents."
11

Then Jesus said, "There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of
them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that
will belong to me.' So he divided his property between them. 13A few days
later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant
country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When
he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that
country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out
to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed
the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs
were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he came to
himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired hands have bread enough
and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my
father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like
one of your hired hands." ' 20So he set off and went to his father. But
while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then

the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you;
I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 22But the father said to his
slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe — the best one — and put it on him; put
a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and
kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is
alive again; he was lost and is found!' And they began to celebrate.
25

Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached
the house, he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and
asked what was going on. 27He replied, 'Your brother has come, and your
father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and
sound.' 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out
and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his father, 'Listen! For all
these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never
disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat
so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours
came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed
the fatted calf for him!' 31Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are
always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate
and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life;
he was lost and has been found.'"
Word of God.
Word of life.
RESPONSE: Just a Closer Walk with Thee (American Traditional Spiritual)
Kaleb Berg, Musician
CHILDREN'S SERMON: Roger Steinke
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (ELW 779)

APOSTLES' CREED – Kaaren Hatlen
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – David and Christy Freriks
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world,
and all in need.
There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that your
people place their trust in nothing beside you. Your name is holy. Guide
your church, that in every situation your people’s words and actions
honor your name. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
The heavens declare your glory. Renew your creation. Provide leaders in
the struggle for clean air and water; protect creatures and crops that rely
on healthy ecosystems; give all people the willingness to repent when our
way of life pollutes the earth and skies. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. Fill leaders with the
foolishness of your peace and mercy. Your law defends the vulnerable.
Work through legislators, judicial systems, and systems of law
enforcement to protect the wellbeing and freedom of all (especially).
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Protect those who are
vulnerable and give courage to all who are suffering (especially). Defend
victims of crime and bring redemption to those who have harmed others.
Give sabbath rest to all who labor. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to this congregation
and our leaders, so that we might follow Christ beyond our own habits
and comfort. Clear out anything in our common life that would obscure
the gospel or that serves our own interests. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
The cross of Christ is your power for all who are being saved. Thank you
for all the martyrs whose witness reveals the power of the cross. Give us
the same trust in life and in death. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the
source of steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us
return to the one who is full of compassion.
Silence for self-reflection.
Fountain of living water,
pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in
your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of
Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the
saving love of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩
forgiven, and God remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING: Here Is Bread (ELW 483)

OFFERING PRAYER –
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our
hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may
pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with rivers
and seas, wells and springs we bless and magnify you. You led your
people Israel through the desert, and provided them water from the rock.
We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in our
desert, pouring out his life for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await your
salvation for all this thirsty world.
Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered for
this feast: wash away our sin, that we may be revived for our journey by
the love of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen
LORD’S PRAYER – Ann Aagaard
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body
for the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our
lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you
☩ that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving
Trinity.
Amen.

SENDING SONG: Lead Me, Guide Me (ELW 768)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Aria in F (G.H. Bach)
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