


VP e N T
Glory Meeting of the Onewomers for Sltet
PETER REPLIED, "EACH OF YOU MUST REPENT OF YOUR SINS AND TURN
TO GOD, AND BE BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF |ESUS CHRIST FOR THE
FORGIVENESS OF YOUR SINS. THEN YOU WILL RECEIVE THE GIFT OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT.” ACTS 2:38
AUGUST 10, 2014




Grace Message - Part Il
By C.L.

So what is Grace? How do we get it and why dowe have it? Remember, it is not that complicated. Listen, in John 3:76
(ANP), how much is our part, “For God so greatly loved and dearly prized the world that He (even) gave up His only
begotten (unigue) Son, 50 that whoever believes in (trusts in, clings to, refies on) Him shall not perish {come to
destruction, be lost) but have efernal feverlasting) life.” It is real clear that the anly thing God is asking us to do is ‘to
believe in Jesus'. | iold yvou it was simple, on our part. God was the One that gave the Sacrifice and it was Jesus’ obedi-
ence to His Father's plan 1o go to the Cross that has made graca availabla! Every sin that avery person has or aver wall
commit, pasi, present and future (remember that God is not subject to time and sees it all at once, 2 Peter 3:8) was
credited on Jesus at Calvary. All of God's wrath towards those sins were not only poured out but were satisfied on the
Person of Jesus and God has declared justice served. We read in 1 Corinthians 15:16-1F (MLT) that, “if there [s no res-
urrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is
useless, and you are still under condemnation for your sins. ™ Why is this important? Because i even one sin
remained unforgiven by God then Jesus would still be in hell. Jesus took everyihing we deserved and gave us evenything
He dasarvas!

If wa think that God bases His relationship with us on our obedience then we place ourselves back under the law and not
Gracel If we think that God is disappointed in us when we mess up then we place curselves back under the law! This
does not maan that God is okay with in, it maans that when we do sin He shill loves us, Do owe honestly balieve that the
God that knows the beginning from the end is shocked or caught off guard when we do sin? MO If we think that God is
moere pleasaed with us by our cbadience wea place curselves back under tha law! Sure, blessings do follow obedience but
God is pleased with us not because of our cbedience but because of Jesus' obedience. If's important that we don't place
oursetves back under the law over and over again because God wants (o, He can and He will bless us even when we
mess up, This does nol mean we intentonally mess up 1o see il His grace will still be there because His mercy is different
than His grace! This walk with Jesus gets so much easier when we stop being so sin conscious’ and trust the Holy Spirit
to guide us. Again | say, Grace has nothing 1o do with our obedience but everything to do with Jesus’ obedience baing
credited to us as if it were our obedience. The law states ... do good get good, do bad get bad. But Grace is gefting good
that we havern't earmead and most cerainly don't deserve, but Jasus did it for us! Teaching about what to do and what not
to do is teaching about the knowledge of good and evil. When we read Genesis chapter 3, in a sense isn't that what
caused our problem to begin with?

Look what is revealed to us here in 2 Corinthians 5:21 (NLT), “For God made Christ, who never sinned, fo be the
aoffering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ.” That's what righlecusness is, being
made right with God through what Christ has already done. When you received Jesus as your Lord and Savior you were
borm again. (Romans 10:9) And since you were born again yvou ARE, NOT SOMEDAY, BUT NOW The rightecusness
of God, through Christ Jesus and it's important that you believe AND receive what Christ has done for you, by
faith!" | wonder sometimeas why some peopla have as many Ssues raceiving the revelation of Grace but simply believed,
by faith, that they were saved by grace and received their salvation??7? This is not a different level of or kind of grace!
Here's what the Holman Christian Standard Bible says about nghteousness, in 7 Timothy 7:9, "We know that the law is
not meant for the rightecus person, but for the lawless and the rebellious, for the unholy and the irreverent, ..." In
fact 1 Corinthians 15:56, we read that, "The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.” When we read 7
Corinthians 15:57 a new reverence for God should bring about great praise, "But thanks be to God! He gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!” In Hebrews 10:1 (MLT), it's revealed, "The old system in the law of Moses
was anly a shadow of the things fo come, not the reality of the good things that Christ has done for us. The sacri-
fices under the old system were repeated again amnd again, year after year, but they were never able to provide
perfect cleansing for those who came o worship.” Right hare | want to ask you all, "Ara you more awarefconscious of
your sins (law) or are you truly aware of the righteocusness made avallable, already in you, through Christ Jesus (Grace)?”

"With one sacrifice He made perfect forever those who are being made holy.” | Hebrews 10:74) God made Jesus
the perfect Sacrifice, You are not the sacrifice, you are the beneficiary of His Sacnfica, Why than do you suppose religion
teaches us that this same God that cannot be divided against Himself (Mark 3:24) tells us one second that we are perfect
in His sight and {he nexi second He is convicting us of 5in? We find in Romans 8:33, "Who dares accuse us whom God
has chosen for His chosen? It is God who justifies.” Revelation 12:10 tells us that satan is the accuser of the
brethren HOT GOD! In Genesis 3:1, Acts 13:10 and 2 Corinthians 11:3 we can read how crafty, subtle and sly satan is
and his matheds have not changad, Thea thief, satan, steals from God's children (John 10:70) by making us think that it is
God withholding something from us and in the case of legalism he does it by getting our focus off of the Sacrifice, Jesus,
and on o the sinner, us, Where there is s5in consciousness there is no true confidence with God! IUs crazy how subtle
satan |s as he brings these teachings 1o us through well meaning men and women of God (in the past mysell included)
under the guise of humility and a love for God.
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We are taughi 1o repent when we sin but what does that mean? The word repaniance in most cases in the Mew Testa-
ment means 1o think differently or to think differently from guilt, Boy it would sure make things simpler if we could just think
different thoughts by saying, "I'm going to think differenthy.” As for the "from guilt’ part | think we've already established that
Christ having known na sin was made sin (guilty) for us that we might be made the rghtecusness (not guilty) of God in
Him. {2 Corinthians 5:21) The unsaved need to repent of their self- righteousness and this happens when the law reveals
their unrighteousness 1o them. | am unabla, howewver, 10 find a single varse in the New Tastameant where a believer is told
to repent except when they have removed themselves from grace and put themselves back under the law. Popular reli-
gious doctrine teaches that falling from grace, backsliding, being in the flesh, counting the Blood by which you were sanc-
tified an unholy thing and crucifying afresh the Son of God are all the result of sinning. Well, who is without sin?! If that
were the truth then every Christian would then be fallen, backslid and in the flesh. These verses are talking about getting
back under legalism!

There is a different kind of repentance for the believer. Romans 12:2 (MLT) tells us, "Don't copy the behavior and
customs of this world, but let God fransform you into a new person by changing the way you think, Then you will
know what God wants you to do, and you will know how good and pleasing and perfect His will really i5.” To be
transformed means that we cannot do itl No! Ephesians 5:26 is clear, "So that He might sancilify her (us, believers, the
church), hawving cleansed her by the washing of water with the Word., ™ As we read the Word, Jesus is revealed 1o us,
"But wa all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are baing transformed nfo the
same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.” (2 Corinthians 3:18) Now | don't know ahout you,
but, in the natural, when | look ina mirror | see a very imperfect sinner. | believe this verse is saying wa ara (o see our-
selves looking like Jesus because that is the way God 52235 us and that when we s22 ourselves the way that God sees us
and only then will we be changed. Brothers and sisters if your eyes are on yoursalf and your Sins you are a slave 1o it!
Trying to be holy will destroy a person because it cannot be done, on our own account. You will either, fail and feel guilty,
or you will succeed by will power for a season and then become prowd and judgmental of others, cancelling out the very
holiness you were seeking. Is God holy? Yes! Beyvond our comprehension. Does He want us to be holy? Of course! In
Romans 12:7 (NLT) we see, "And so, dear brothers and sisters, | plead with you to give your bodies to God, Let
therm be & living sacrifice - the kind He will accept. When you think of what He has done for you, is this too much
to ask™ And in 7 Peter 1:74=-76 (NLT) we see again, "Obey God because you are His children, Don’ slip back into
your old ways of doing evil; you didnt know any better then. But now you must be holy in everything yvou do, just
as God - who chose you to be His children - is holy. For He Himself has said, "You must be holy, because | am
holy.™ (Sea Leviticus 11:44, 45)

Again we nead to rightly divide the Word of God so satan cannot frustrate Grace and steal from us. Rightecusness is not
holiness and holiness is not rightecusness. Let's look again at this beautiful scripture found in Hebrews 10074 (NIV) that
reads, "For by one sacrifice He has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.” This means that we are
made righteocus before God (in right standing with God, He is no longer angry at man). The New King James Bible has
that same versa as, "For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.” YWhy does one
translation use perfected (pasl tense) while being sanctfied in the other one implies on going? Again let's nghtly divide the
Word. Looking now at Hebrews 4:12 (NKJ) we see, "For the Word of God s living and powerful, and sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of sowl and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a dis-
cernar of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” We are a threefold being, after all, we are created in His image: Our
spirit (God the Haly Spirt), our soul (God the Father) and our bady (Gad in the Parson of Jesus). Now lal's go back to per-
fected and being sanctified. We know that no flesh will enter the kingdom of God, right? Let's look how Romans 3:20
(MLT) breaks it down even mare clear, "For no one can ever be made right in God's sight by doing what His law
commands. For the more we know God's law, the clearer it becomes that we aren’t obeying it." Here we see that
ne one is referring to flesh so according to Hebrews 4:12 we have soul and spirit left. Since our souls are made of
feelings, emotions and intellect we can gather that it has not been perfected or we would not have any more bad thoughts
after we were saved. And according o 2 Corinthians 517, "Therefore, I anyone is in Christ, he is a new crealion;
old things have passed away, behold, all things have become new.” [T 15 our spirit man that has been pedeciad,
meaning a new spirit not a rebullt one, sowe can conclude that it is our soul that is belng sanciiffed. How? By our ways
of thinking coming intd alignment with His ways of thinking, as He is revaaled to us. This is not something that we can do
of curselves. It is only achieved by the work of the Holy Spirt through continually renewing our minds with the Waord of
God. The truth is, as long as we are trying to be holy God is unable o make us holy because we are focused on self
(flash) instead of Christ. We must undarstand, we will never be holy anough on our own to be righteous. On the othar
hand, as we begin to understand that we are already perfectly rightecus in Christ we will also begin to be made holy.

There is a commen misconception in the church today thal we have to be careful how we teach about grace or we will be
giving people parmission or a licensa to sin', | am not promoting sin but | have committed encugh sing for ten lifetimes
and | never had permission or a kicense 1o do sol | kmow this sounds harsh but | believe that anyone that hears God's

... Gonlinued on page 9
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Tlont worry about annthing instoad pray about mﬂniﬁmg Cell $rod what mon need and thauk §yim for
all S3 bas done Philippians 4:6 (NLT)

Vraner Nequests Wraiee Neports
Yo all are a true blessing to me and my thoughts ar This should be home, until | parole next year. God (5 just so
prayers are fooused on you, vour familie d all our brg amazing and has blessed me so much in these last months!
and sisters who are (Dareomers for (3 14 I the June issy ' news at fire camp and | a real fire fighter. F'm not sure if
the Sheeremers for (Shrist there was a woenderful trib Arizona has anyt ez this for inmates or not but its

Michelle's mom that was written by helle. | wish great! We help out with all the wildfires that happen in the
express my heartfelt condolences o Michelle and her ents state. We gi d and we go out there like the other
family. I've read page 11 of that June issue at least a doz crews. We dg iking and when we aren't on a fire we

times now, especially the last paragn he Art o dio differar % throughout the community. 'm living

tance by Steve Arferturn, You see, m) ther Pauling at.a camg in the mountains and it's amazing how
passed away in May, on the 23rd, ata dice in Scottsda much fin m we have herel The best part is leaming to
AZ. My mather's passing has truly |4 it emp depa be prowd of yourself again. It deesn't hurt
will grieve her passing all the days of 8 | that thia food is so great eithed 'm really happy here and
very much and 1'will regret not being © 3 sy bein hike through God's natune every maming isa
or to be by her side in her time of need. I have s¢ i also have church services every night so | have
manths beft on this senténce before i o - £ the different teaching styles. There is this one
will e taking care of my terminally e has roup pple that come and | must say that | have never
and my younger brat 10 is also 12 wit ¥ Spirit so strong before. It was like God's wards
blown Aids. On top of all this, my 24 uring out of their mouths, straight into my heart. It
committed suicide in a park [ast year in Uitah on May 15tk ¥actly what | needed to hear and it was right on with

say that | have a kot on my plat stting | . 'm 1 me ssues that | have struggled with for a long time. It was
out averwhelmed mast every day g = Fid mi imazing! | have a lot of prayer warriors on my crew
youl all of this is 1o simply ask for g ad it can't get any better than that! Can you tell that

I am a strong believer in the pow ' : m doing great and enjoying every little experience God
places in my path? .. 5.P.

I'm tired of giving up! For once inp i
stand and give my life over to th j o our Glorious God for | have i' v been blessed
really been struggling with my onship 3 ‘ inY It's someone that | can get along with AND

wimﬁad.lthatutharde-rtncn_ i 3 1 1 .;' 35t Jq_ ths hai :' | and a half, but
can feel that satan has a good hold i Y pray Ve Deem answer m totally happy,
doesn't want to let go. lam usually hapg - relaxed and will fir : ght's sleep. You just
Bible, but it now feels like a chore. gh ot more now where |
but it’s the truth. | have been putting e affic = . Swee e =t and . N0 more stressing or being
and the past two days it seems to b - srought to the precipice of wheo | USED to be _. 5.C.
margin. | also have a lot of hate tow i
here and that's something God had
vy heart, I'm really not a viokent pe
this hate in me. | don't believe it is he
with Jesus either. Reading through the pra

& and | ran 3Cross Somesne in my
2rs every moenth and allowed
orrow one o read, While flipping through the news-

etter, | across an article titled God's Created Man -
rch 2014 - and sawr 2

1 af ence toa person | knew once
mﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁm&:ﬂ;:ﬂe - F._. as a cnumﬂlur ata me ealth drug and alcohol oriented
' 3 program in Phoenix by the name of Debbie Tacker Kovach.

people that | don't know. Then
to write to you all and ask for p
better relationship with Ge
and ta laarn to quiet my mir
tell e, This is the first time | hay
asked for prayer b it  falt |

awesome example of Christs compassion at
3 lives of others. She always had a kind word to say
Iways told me the pure and unadulterated truth
‘her faith, without baing pushy. Coming across her
wour newsletter was not a coincidence and neither
ng the opportunity of knowing her back in 2000, It
ﬁnll:el",ra pure and simple act of God that put Debbie
life when He did, which is partially the reason as o
| am writing to you at (Shercomers fr (Sivist, because of
e like you and Debbie, | have come 1o know Chirist as
personal Lord and Savior ... Thank you for planting the
of Gods Ward and being one of the people who helped
lead me to the Christ ... Praise God ... LB,

lam 45 years old
o take a break b
sharl:rl:raln.

Phoenix, Arizona 85080
grmatl.com



Srom the “Suside

What | Know Is Right ... Love and Trust
By T.G.

The words of wisdom we all receive through the newsletters, | truly respect and appreciate for the mere fact that you all
are the real deal, people that know what it's like to have pride rule your life, have fought the demons of the mind and flesh
and have victoriously conguered the beast at his own work. [l is easy for me to see that you all have traded in the prides
of life you once carried for love and compassion. | want that 1ol

You know, | never could understand the meaning of “turn the other cheek™ or "forgive thosa who seek o destroy you™. It
was just not in me, and still | fight the rage in my hear (o keep the pride and fight. I'm searching so dam hard o find the
courage to bow to what | know is right. That light of life that was given to us all at birth called love and trust. It is the
blessing of life, given from God and instilled in every child! You know what I'm saying - you feel me? You wrote a great
arlicle in the newslatter awhile back that explained it 50 well,

As the hard fimes come, wrong choices made, habits picked up, the sinful flesh seems 1o gain control and war begins. |
used to think that it was society that was to blame so to them | took the war. | began reaping havoec at the age of 21 all the
way until 1 tumed S0 years old, from Aberdeen, Washington {o Arizona ... with an aftermath of 37 felonies, 14 prisons and
25 years of a wasted life, | thought | was clever, but really | was blind - selling my life out for a one night ride of happiness
that tasted sweet but ALWAY'S cost a high price.

Sometimes it's hard for me being 50 years old and looking back on all the lost and lonely years | have wasted. It really
ticks me off looking around at these walls _.. so 1 just want o love and be loved. Living in this environmeant of max security
sometimes causes me to think that | am the only one here that truly believes that Jesus 1S REAL!

For the life of me | really find it hard o truly give up control k2 anybody. But, | don't want (o live without the peace and love
that | know is out there for me. Love from the inside out that you speak of in your mail and newsletters, that's what | want
| am tired of being lonely, hurt, confused and feeling so dam helpless as | watch the days come and go. It's when | read
your letters and what is written in the newsletters that I'm encouraged and inspired that it's really possible to give in and let
love prowvide for my soul instead of pride.

Ask and Receive
By M.G.

We are always fighting the devil. | still think that way sometimes but when | do | rebuke it and have faith in God and then |
believe that it has been justified. Romans 5:6, 8 reads, “For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ
died for the ungodly ... But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yel sinners, Christ died
for us.™ S0 can you see the justification, faith and the peace of God is all that He knows? When we start thinking wrong
all we have to do is o start praying and rebuking! The way that | see [t is; when we have the reverent fear of God In us we
will stop doing what we were daing or geting ready to do. Let me say it like this. When | stopped smoking even the good
taste of food came back. And then before too long | started hating the smell of cigarettes.

We tend to stroke praver like a lucky rabbit's foot. We try to manipulate His will to ours and sometime call it faith. We push
forward in the arrogance of our own determination, limited by cur vision, rather than pull back in the simple trust of His
infinite plan. It's like we expect Him o change the soveraignty of His omnipotent heart, instead of humbly asking Him o
give us a heart willing to be changed. Instead, why don't we relax and let God be God? | thank God for the prayers thal
He has answered and how | knew that He would. | thank Him, somewhat shamefully, for the prayers | prayed and then
forgot all about them, but He didn't. And in His loving kindness He answered them anyway. | also thank God for the

prayers He didn't answer the way | prayed He would. | shudder to think of how some things in my life may have turned out
if He had answered them my way!

in the mystery of His timing, in the confusion where | do not understand - God is God and | will not diagnose Him, | will not
analyze Him. | will obey Him, | will adere Him and | will continue to lay my life before Him, We all can be this same way, as
long as we have Him on our side we are in GO0D hands. Share with God's people who are in need. Let's all practice hos-
pitality as in Remans 12:13 (AMP), “Contribute to the needs of God's people (sharing in the necessities of the
saints); pursue the practice of hospitality.” Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 9:7 (KJV), "Every man according as he
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purposeth in his heart, 50 let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.” And now
Il close with Jesus speaking to us all in Luke 15:70 (KJV), TLlEeiss, [ S8y oo e, @i 5 ey 00 (0D Srsscnss G
et sl i (e Ere Gs STy (el FrEEEtEinT If you believe, you will receive what you ask for in prayer ... Ask and
Receaive!

‘Dear heavenly Father, thank You for prayer. Thank You for Your sovereignty and thank You for Your infinite love, AMENT™

Malachi 4:5 Prison Ministries - Great Faith
By R.D.

Great faith, what is it? Some believe that it is to own several jet airplanes, live in a palace on a 20 plus acres of prime
Texas ranch land and a mega TN, ministry with millions of viewers., However, if gread faith is seen in our possassions then
why are Holhywood supersiars, cartel drug bosses and greedy politicians mosily unbelievers? It does not take greal faith
o ask people for money, the homeless do this every day. Great faith is found in, “Looking unto Jesus, the author and
the finisher of our faith; ...” (Hebrews 12:2) Revelation 1:8 tells us that faith begins and ends in Jesus, " &m ATl
o] (g e GrE il e (s s Some of Jesus® followers were fold, “T<iawy = 1 diE v Br @ Eee
{Mark 5:40)

There were two Gentiles who had great faith, it was a quality in their character and attitude that He recognized. In
Matthew 8:8-9, the Roman centurion was very humble as he said, “Lord, | am not worthy for You to come into my
house; but only speak the word, and my servant will be healed. For | am a man under authority, having soldiers
under me: and | say to this man, Go, and he goes; and to another, Come, and he comes; and to my servani, Do
this, and he does it." The centurion was submitted fo those over him, and by this he understood authority, He knew that
if Jesus just spoke the word his servant would be healed. How well do we submit 1o those around us? Are we humble
while we serve? Do we need to have recognition’? 15 preaching a dynamic sermon more important o us than cleaning the
church bathrooms? Our rewards are not based on what we do, bul on how well we do them and the attitude we have
while we are doing it.

Mow, in Marthew 15:21-28 Jesus finds a second Gentile with great faith. “4nd, behold, 8 woman of Canaan came out
of the same coasts, and cried unte Him, saying, ‘Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David: my daughter is
grievously vexed with a devil."” [Matthew 15:22) Here the woman is asking for help from Jesus and His response is, *Il}
isfratnighiipropesibecammngfantaisiteliakelifelc ildrenisibrea diandithcowgdititatthellittlelapg sl 2T TR R
She responded in Matthew 15:2T saying, “Truth, Lord: but the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from thelr masters®
fables." If you went to your pastor or board of elders to ask for help and were called a dog or treated like this woman of
Canaan, how would you respond? Gan we serve and not take offence? Do we need 1o have the pre-eminence or can we
serve in the shadows? By the way, Jesus® response to her is found in Matthew 15:28, “THameg, e fevE read (Ekd
Sy rEEEs s prenise t And her daughter was healed at that moment.”

Thera are great acts of kindmass, great acts of service and the most humble act is prayer. No one see's us pray, it's somea-
thing only God sees. Revelation 8:3-4 reveals this truth, “Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood
at the altar. He was given much incense to offer, with the prayers of all God's people, on the golden altar, in front
of the throne. The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of God's people, went up before God from the
angel's hand.” We see hera that prayer is the only thing offered in haaven on tha golden altar with incense, This is great
faith, Amen! No, | do nol have that great faith, yel, but at least Jesus Christ has revealed 1o me what it is so | can repent
and receive His grace. Do you have great faith?
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2 Samuel 15:1-16:23

Had David not escaped from Jerusalem, the ensuing fight might have killed him as well as many innocent inhabitants of
tha city. Some fights that we think necassary can be costly and dastructive to those around us. In such casas, it may ba
wise o back down and save the fight for ancther day - even if doing 5o hurs our pride. It takes courage to stand and fighi,
but it also lakes courage to back down for the sake of others. ( A

Maintaining your composure in the of unjustified criti | n be ng experence and an emotional drain, but if
you can't stop criicism, it is best just o ignore it. that God | what you are enduring, and He will vindicate
you, if you are in the right. (16:5-14) o

John 18:25-19:22

Don't excuse yourself by pointing at otf
and healing. (18:22-27)

No sin is 100 greal for Jesus 1o forgive if you ane tul y 3 orgive even your worst sin, if you turn from it and
ask His pardon. (18:25-27) |1 el -

When you are questioned or ridiculed because of yo
accusers, thay are on trial betore God. (1

Psalm 119:113-128

Undecdided people cannot make up their minds between good & : I. But wi it comes to obeying God, there is no
middle ground. You must take a stand, either you are obeying Him of you are oot Either you are doing what He wants or
you are undecided. Choose to obey God, and say with the psalmist, "l love Your law.” (179:113)

Proverbs 16:10-11

w what is fair and honest and what is unfair and dishon-
e5t. Sometimes we TEEI prassure to be dishonest In DI’I:IEI’ to adva i § * :.:i..: of gain more profit. But if we want o obay
God, there is no middie ground. God demands honesty in every bu Sacton. Mo amount of rationalizing can

justity a dishonast business practice. Honesty and faimess are .' but they are what God demands. Ask Him
for discernment and courage to be consistently honest and fair, (1

fII|

“Foot” Notes

Hello everybody! May God's blessings be upad
late to paper in @ way that makes sense o
the conclusion that | just need to start wriling 2

been thinking about how to apply my thoughts of
26N praying on this for a few weeks now and have come to
at God will work out the rest so that ya'll can understand.

all get saved for different reasons as to why AvE reached
grounds. Once we give our Ilmmﬂhﬁﬂmmm‘uﬂm io-and whal we were, Que no? However, God enters
our lives for a reason, healed us for a reason. And as we bamnwmmuer in our faith | believe it is up to us to retum o
where wa wera to be the light that can bring athers of similar lives and backgrounds to the Salvation of God. | believe it
takes addicts to reach addicis, criminals to reach criminals, bikers to reach bikers, jackasses to reach jackasses, etc., etc.
| believe that once we've received Jesus it's our mmlhlhr to I'urb,uu'larﬁ do the same. As a culture we tend only o
listen o those who have also “walked in Mﬂu:gs' :mh peal eone wha s struggling with addiction isn't going o
listen to someone who hasn't been there in the fre s, It US who've made it out alive (whatever the affliction or
circumsitance) 1o reach back and try to show nﬂlﬂ; at the an make it out alive. | pray thal my words have made
some sense, for the liar has been jumbling this around in nnrmau like a basketful of Scrabble tiles for weeks.

Lowve to you all short and tall ... Vaya con Dios ... Don't nde faster than your guardian angel can fly!
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Grace Message - Part [l continued from page 4
grace being preached and gets excited that they can now go and sin all they want, without a definite consequence, maore
than likely was never truly born again in the first place. My belief? If you are saved and you are reading this you know this
to be true because your heart has no peace with sin, 1t is satan who would have us focus on the sin we commit all of the
time so as o keep us from beholding the spotless Lamb of God, our Lord Jesus. Why? Because He knows thal when we
ook at our sin we 5in more, And when wea o0k more o Jesus wea begin to have more Christ-like character thus, bacoming
more like Him.

I knoww whiat | am getting ready to say will absolutely ruffle some feathers, challenge the very core of some people's
beliefs and even invite accusations against myself and even the Swromers fr (Shrist as blasphemers, but | believe that we
stand with our brother Paul when he said, "For | am not ashamed of the Good News abouwt Christ. It is the power of
God at work, saving everyone who believes - Jews first also Genliles, This Good News tells us how God makes
us right in His sight.” (Romans 1:16-17a NLT) | will make no apologies for the Word of God. And here | go again {ruffle,
ruffie). | can't remember when, where or by whom | was taught that when we sin we need to ask God to forgive us but
somewhare along the line, this gross perversion of grace, established itsalf ke a vel bebween us and God, again, | say
again because the Crucifikion of Christ has already torn that veil once and forever. Now, | can already hear the shouts,
"Then whal about 7 John 7.8, 'Bot if we confess our sins to Him, He is faithful and just to forgive us and to cleanse
us from every wrong 7 So, let's star there.

Ferhaps we have forgotten how subtle and crafty the enemy is?¥ The Apostle Paul wams us of this, in 2 Corinthians 71:3
(MK.J), when he says, "But | fear, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted
from the simplicity that is in Christ.” Listen folks, if satan tried 1o use God's own Word against Jesus, the very Son of
God, in Matthew 4:7-10, by taking the text oul of context who d9 we think we arg that he would not shill be constanily
using those very same taclics against us, mere humans? And I'm sure you all have heard this many times but we all know
how true of a statement this really is, "When the text is taken cut of context all that remains is a "con”" Let me encourage
us all by saying, We cannot allow ourselves to be subtly or craftily corrupted from ‘the simplicity that is in Christ’,
Interestingly enowgh 2 Corfnthians 11:3 is speaking of false wilnesses boasting in the works of the flesh.

| encourage you all to not take my word for it but instead go and ook for yourselves that every Epistle in the New Testa-
mient baging with a type of gresting or infraduction that establishes wiho it is being written to. Evary Epistle of Paul, Peter,
John and Jude, with the exception of 7 John, begins by greeting either Christ's church in a particular region or a specific
individual who is a believer, However, when we look in 1 John 1 we don't find such reference. Instead wea 522 in 1 John
1:3(MLT}, "We are telling you about what we ourselves have actually seen and heard, so that you may have fel-
lowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ.™ 3o who do you think Jahn was
addressing herg in this Verse? Do we only declare (announce openly or formally, show or reveal) Jesus to the saved who
already know Him? And shouldnt Christians already have fellowship with the Father and His Son Jesus Christ? S0, who
was John writing 107 Read the chapter for yourselves and see! | ask you, *Does a believer or fallower of Christ really need
to be lold he or she has sin in their ives? NO! In 7 John 2:1 John begins by addressing believers as, "My dear children,
I am writing this fo you so that you will not sin. But if you do sin, there is Someone fo plead for you before the
Father. He Is Jesus Christ, the One Who pleases God completely.” Can we see how John's teaching about sin
instantly changes? What John is showing us is that it's not us that plead with the Father it is the One that pleases God
completely, Jesus Chrisl. 7 John 2:2 sums up why there is nothing we can do or would ever be able to do, “He is the
sacrifice for our sins. He takes away not only our sins but the sins of the all the world," As we move down the
page to 1 John 2:12 John states, again, "l am writing to you, my dear children, because your sins have been
forgiven (past lense) because of Jesus.” In the very next verse, 7 John 2:13 John's audience changes to, "f am writing
to you who are mature (fathers) because you know Christ, the One Who is from the beginning.”™ And in the remain-
der of that same verse John changes his teaching now to the young men. In less than two chapters John changes his
focused audience four different times. Wouldnt you agree that in most church gatherings there are both saved and
unsaved people in the audience? S0 this shouldnl seem thal odd at all, rght?

I'll bet that some of you may be thinking that I've lost my train of thowght, huh? Well, | haven't so let’s move on. Paul, in 2
Caorinthians 13:1 reiterates, "To the church of God in Carinth, together with all His holy people ..." (2 Corinthians
1:1), whal has already been written in Deuteronomy 19:15 when he says, "By the mouth of two or three withesses
every word shall be established, ..." And | believe that this implies to the Word of God. Let me explain. Mo doctring
should avar be formed based on one scripture aspacially when its contaxt is questionable at best. That baing said, | don't
believe there is one single scripture in the Bible, cutside of 1 John 1.8, to support the doctring that has been built around
this one verse written to non-believers, And because there are not bwo or three, but just this one verse it would be, accord-
ing to what Paul has quoted from Deuteronomy, not established as truth. Quiside of all this, however, there remains
perhaps the most obvious reason this verse is not for believers which is also the very reason it causes 50 many problems
(fear, unrest, feeling distanced or difly in God's presence) for the believer. Remember thal 7 John 1:9 begins with the
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word 'If which means on condition that, then goes on o say, "... we confess our sins to Him, He is faithful and just to
forgive us ..." So wouldn't you, being a believer, agree then that "if you don't confess a sin it won't be forgiven? Sounds
ridiculous huh? Mo one has ever confessed every sin! At the same time, anyone who is trying to confess every single
thing they “think' is sin has now become sin conscious and a slave 1o sin. Because of this he or she has pul themselves
under the law and its impossible demands. 1l conclude Part 2 right here with this statement. If, 7 John 1.9 is writlen o
believers and wi are to confess avery single thing we Think’ is =in in order to be forgiven, “WE ARE ALL DOOMED!™

I'm becoming closer and closer o my heavenly Father and my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and I'm 52 in love with both
of them. God is putting it on my heart to write my testimony b yvou guys. Be forewamed, I'm completely honest in this and
some of it is a little gruesome, but | want it out there so people know that God even accepts the worst of sinners.

Well, | was bom April 4, 1882 and was put up for adoption right after | was bom. So, | do not know my biological parents. |
am 29 years old now. My adopted maom and a guy by the name of Howard adopled mea and life was good for a while until |
was about B years old, and then the physical abuse stared. | remember one time in particular | was 14 years old and |
was tired of the physical abuse, so | tried to run away but Howard ran me down with his truck and got out and slammed
me to the ground. | pulled out a small pocket knife and stabbed him in one of his hands. He called the police and | was
arrested and put in juvenile hall for six months. My parents turned me over to the state and | went 10 a group home, |
ended up running away from there and ended up in California where | got addicted to crystal meth. Then | went one day
and called my parents and asked if | could come home and they bought me a Greyhound bus ticket. | ended up going
back home, then about two weeks after | got home, the beatings started again. | got tired of it and ran away again.

| ended up in Provo, Wah and was living with a gifl and her som. Things were going good for a while until we stared doing
meth and lost our place and ended up on the streals. Then | called home once again and went back home, the beatings
stared again but this time | stayed until | was 17 ¥ years old. Then one day, | decided to go into my Mom's purse and
steal her checkbook and | forged two checks for 2500 each and cashed them to support my drug habit. | ended up getting
threwn out of my parent's house, so | hitehhiked all the way to Wyoming. | met a girl by the name of Tiffany in Jacksen
Hale, Wyoming. She was an addict, also | ended up getting so paranoid that | thought that she was out to get me. So one
right after being up for bwo weaeks straight, | ended up pulting a knife to har throat and told her | was going 1o kil her and
throw her in the river. She ended up calling the police and | was amrested for felonicus restraint and sentenced to 4 %%
years in the Wyoming Department of Comections.

I got out and once again went back hame until ona day | was arested for forgery and sent o prison in Anzona for 1 %
years. While | was in prison, | slarted, as | like 1o call it “playing church”, because my hearl wasn't n it. | know thal | was
just using Christianity as a crutch. | got out and once again went back home. It lasted about two weeks until me and
Howard had a falling out and he told me to get owt. | packed my stuff and left and went and lived on the streets of Mil
Avenue in Tempe, Arizona. Then | met this woman named Carrie and we ended up dating and she had her own place. |
went 1o lve with her and about six months into the relationship, | started dong all kinds of drugs and selling dugs and
physically beating her. | was totally out of confrol. | even remember putting her in a choke hold and nupturing one of her
eyes. It scared the living “hell” out of me, Then we had a frend and his wife Iving with us, and one night wihen | got hame
from work this guy started velling at my girfriend, so | told him o leave and he went and grabbed a 12" butcher knife. |
ended up stabbing him and the police were called and | was arrested for aggravaled assault and sentenced io 3 ¥ years.,

I lost my parent’s trust and my giffriand laft me. | was so tired of life that | was ready to end my life whan | just fell on my
knees and asked God o take over because | couldn't do it any konger and | repented of all my sins and accepled Jesus
Christ as my Lord and Savior. | stopped playing church and | haven't been the same since. | found life in my heavenly
Father and my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. | can tell you I'm 20 in love with them that | will never ever irade what | have
with them for anything or anyone. | have more peace in my haart today than | have ever known and | have such a hunger
for the Word of God that if | don't read it even for a single day, | feal physically il

I'm 8a in kove with them and for a while now God has been putting it on my heart to become a youth pastor, 50 | am
studying to become one, 50 | can help troubled youth, 3o they don't have to travel down the road that | travelled on. | can
tell them that there is a better life out there and that life is in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, who died for our sins and
rose again on the third day, so He can give His life to us. Thank God for that. I've been where these youth have been and
I want thern to know that thera are paopla out there in the world that loves them and cares about them, this is my haart's
desire.
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Cory’s Corner

“Being Used"” by God
By Cory Chilson

Today when | woke up | asked the Lord 1o use me somehow, someway to glonify Him. Mot just knowing what 1o expect |
headed off to work. Then it all bagan, During my usual routing we were told, "Instead of the usual seven chambers we
would only be running five.™ So that meant we would be getting off work a litte earlier. Then a co-worker and myself had a
disagreement about some work that | had done to a tire and it all startad there.

After our disagreement my co-worker decided to inspect each tire, Then he told me that if | missed one spot he was going
to s=end it back to me to redo it all over again. He said, "Thatl's how it's going to be!™ This went on for about bwo hours and
all the while the devil kept altacking me saying, "Where is your God now Cory? You suck at vour job. See, God is not
honoring your prayer that you prayed this morming. He don't want 1o use you for anything! You should stand up to this
dude and fight him because he is just walking all over you. Hal Hal Ha!”

The entire time | continued 1o lalk to God telling Him, "Lord, even though | don't understand what is going on here today or
why this guy is so upset | still frust that You are imvolved inmy day and | know samehow I°'m being used by You. Thank
You Jesus."

Then | thought the madness was finally about to end as my co-worker came up to me. Insteéad he said, "Look, I'm not
going to stop harassing you until you either quit or we fight.® | said, "Listen my brother this is really stupid. | never meant to
huri your feelings nor did | mean o make you have o do more work. So if | offended you I'm somy. Look, | know you and |
have had a rocky start but I've grown lo like you. | consider you to be a friend of mine and no matter what; | don't want this
job to come between our friiendship.”

That is when the Lond showed up and as always showed off! My co-worker said, "Brother, I'm sormy and now that | know
how you feel | want to bell you | feel the same way,” Jusl like that, God taught me how 1o remain humble and resist the
devil, so that he would flee. He also allowed a person to open up and express what was on his heart to me, especially
after | told him what | had prayed this moming. | won't say that my co-worker is a new believer but | will say he saw a light
come on today that shown bright enough to allow him to admit that he was being a bit harsh with me.

Thank You God for using me today, even if it stung a bit it was well worth it! So, when you pray be careful, God does hear

you and He will answer,
What Others Are Saping...

“My family in Christ, | would like to thank you all for the birthday card and helping me stay strong in the faith. | don’t think
you will ever know how much psychological support you give those of us who are in this siluation. But you've helped me
personally a ol I've come Lo know that He's with us in every situation. U's up to us to recognize and acknowledoe His
power. | appreciate you all.” - C.W.

Twanted 1o take the time to thank you for halping me get to this paint in my life. You set an example that people can
change. | knew you and you have changed drastically, for the good. You saved my life years ago and | thank you.” - L.C.

“First, | would like to thank yvou for your magazine. Also, thank you for the birthday card vou sent. It means alot that

pecple that have never met me would care enough 1o take the time to show that there are people wheo still care in an ofh-
erwise fallen world.” - T.A.

Quote Worthy
“Read the Bible as if you were secking For something of great value. It is a good deal better to take a
single chapter and spend a month on it than to read the Bible at random for a month."
= D.L. Moody (1837-1899) - An American evangelist and publisher, who founded the Moody Church,
MNorthfield School and Mount Hermon School in Massachusetts (now Northfield Mount Hermon
School), the Moody Bible Institute, and Moody Publishers.

Ministry Tithes & Offerings

It takes the body of Chrrist working together 1o create, print, assemble, and mail this newsletter every month. We thank each and every
one of you who have sown a seed inlo this ministry. None of this would be possible without the generous financial support from pecple

wha baliave in this ministry. By sowing your financial sead into this ministry, you are helping us reach oul to those incarcerated by
nﬂerlng tham hope, love, and E«I‘llll‘.lIJngE-.l'l'El'l[ Yol are |n'-.r|=-.51|rb.;;| in reaching lost souls, EI‘H:EIJI’HQIHQ nenwr Delevers, and Eq:lI'EMIFLg the

Word of God. “A man's harvest in e will depend anlirely on what he sows." = Galalians 6.7

Any tithes or offerings that you would like to make 1o the (Swromers for (3 fmist ministry, please make your checks or money orders
payable to Living Word Bible Church, in the memo section put ‘For Overcomers for Chirist”. Mail them o Overcomers for Chiist P.O. Box
42023, Phoenix, AZ 85080, Your donation does qualify as chantable contribution on your taxes. If you have any questions, please call

or write Wade Anderson.
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I Knew Not What I Did!
Contributed by J.M. - Auther unknown

Alas! I knew not what I did?
But mow my tears are vain:
Where shall my trembling soul be hid?
For I the Lord have slain!

A second look He gave; which sald,
“1 freely all forgiveg
This blood is for the ransom paid;
I die that thou may'st live."

This, while His death my sin displays
In all its blackest hue,
Such is the mystery of grace,
It seems my pardon too.

With pleasing grief, and mournfal joy;
My spirit now is Filled,
That I should such a life destroyed,
yet live by Him 1 killed!

A Letter
Contributed by J.R. - Auvthor unknown

A letter is the warmest way,
To bid a friend the time of day.
A keep-in-touch that brings the smiles,
Acrogs the very longest miles.

And what a wealth of strength and hope,
Is tucked inside an envelope.
Reminding loved one's that you are,
At least in heart, not very Ear.

In no country, state or camp,

The wealth beneath a postage stamp,
For memories that never age,

Are written down Upon evVery page.
And though it's nice to telephone,
Dne of the sweetest pleasures unkaown,
Are moments shared in thonghts we send,
That can be read and read again.

Help us be belier stewards by sending your change of address when you move 1o help reduce unnecessary wasle and expense
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