I know we all have different traveling and vacation styles.  


I understand people's reasoning 



when they travel somewhere to visit family SLIDE


and decide to get a hotel or an AirBnB.  


I know I have had experiences where I wished I could go to one.  

However, SLIDE

I have also experienced the life changing conversations that happen 



when everyone is piled into the same place.  

Staying up too late in the living room 


having great conversations, 

or being tired enough 


that you let your guard down 



and let the person know where you are really struggling.  

This living in community, 


places where you can't run off and hide, 



is how deep and lasting relationships occur.

Our passage today tells us as much.  

It may not seem like it at first glance, 


but it is a story telling us what God prefers.  


It is also a story illuminating what we prefer.  

Spoiler alert, 


God prefers the homestay, 


we prefer God get a hotel.  

We want space from God at times, 


we want room to do what we want 



and not have to worry who is watching us.  

Like some members of our family at times, 


we want room to go do our own thing SLIDE


and not have to figure out how we make ice skating fun for grandma



 or how to do movie night on the big screen 




while the baby is sleeping.  


David wanted to be able to set the hours that he was focused on Yahweh 


and the hours he was focused on David and his kingdom.

You may have heard this story 


as just David having the wrong ideas about God's desires.  

But it is so much bigger than that.  

Old Testament Scholar Walter Bruggeman calls this passage, 


especially the final oracle at the end, SLIDE


“The most crucial theological statement in the Old Testament.”  

So what is it about this passage that Dr. Bruggeman sees that we don't readily see?

Transitions are the main piece that we are missing.  


Since most of us don't read whole books at a time 


and it is difficult to always be making the connections to the full story, 



we can easily miss the transitions that are happening here.

The first change is in plain sight.  SLIDE
God's people have gone from being nomadic wanderers, 


carrying a tent of meeting 


and the Ark of the Covenant with them, 

to home owners.  

They are settling in the promise land.  


David has built a palace for himself 



and got so caught up in the building 




that he wasn't paying attention to what was changing.  


Seeing the tent of meeting and Ark SLIDE


after 440-460 years on the road, 




set up next to David's brand new palace, 



causes David a quick reality check.  


Where are his priorities.  



How can he have a beautiful home 




with all the luxuries 



while God is dwelling in an old tent?  


So he makes moves to change this.  



He is going to build God a temple.  

He tells one of God's prophets, 


Nathan of his plans.  

Nathan is a prophet in the King's court.  


Which means his job is to advise the King.  

But I am sure he has learned from the prophets before him, SLIDE

it is much safer to be yes men 


than to speak the truth.

So Nathan does what court prophets do 


who like having their heads attached to their body, 

he replies, SLIDE

“Whatever you have in mind, 



go ahead and do it, 


for the Lord is with you.” 

Notice there is no, 


“I have prayed about it 


and hear the Lord blessing this.”  

Instead, SLIDE

he writes David a blank check.  


David is king.  

This response however 


needs God's signature on it 


and when Yahweh receives the request,



 he calls Nathan in 




and reminds him what a prophets job is.  



To speak the truth of God.

So in the dream that night, 


the Lord reminds Nathan 


and then in turn David of who Yahweh is.  

In the 440 years of wandering, 


Yahweh never asked for a more permanent dwelling.  



So why start now?  

An even better question, SLIDE

why has God never asked for a permanent dwelling?  

To answer that, 


we touch back on Genesis 1 & 2 SLIDE


and the idea that the whole earth is the temple 



and what are the image bearers in the center of the temple?  




You and me.  



We are the place where the image of God dwells.  

As we look at the Old Testament, 


we see God moving in and amongst his people.  


Leading them to new places, SLIDE


going before them to lead the way.  



Going behind them to protect them 




and keep them safe.  

God is constantly dwelling with his people, 


whether a pillar of fire by night 


or smoke during the day.  

As the presence of God, 


the Shekinah is confined to the Ark, 



when the people are with the Ark, 



they find success and protection. 


When they leave it behind, 



they experience failure and attacks.  


Mainly because God is not present with them.

Davids plan now, 


is to have God close, 


but separate.  

He is doing the SLIDE

put God in the hotel nearby 


while he has his house to himself.  

So if he needs God, 


he knows where to find him.  

But in the meantime, 


he can do this Kingly thing by himself.  

After all, 


he did just take over the impenetrable city of Jerusalem.

God gives David another reality check.  


Look at verses 8-11.  SLIDE
You could call this a 


“Seeing I to I” talk.  

David somehow got it into his head 


that he did all of this great work.  

Yahweh quickly sets him straight.  SLIDE

I took you from the pasture,


 I have been with you, 


I have cut off all your enemies.  


I am making your name great.  


I will provide a place for my people, 


I will plant them.  


I will give your rest.  

None of that 


has David as the person making the action happen.  


David is willing to follow, 



but he is not the instigator.  

Which we need to hear, SLIDE

because Jesus never talks about our establishing the God's Kingdom, 


or furthering 


or building it 


or extending it.  
Instead, SLIDE

we are called to wait for God's Kingdom, 


“see it, 


enter it, 


seek it, 


receive it, 


inherit it, 


and declare that it has come.”  

There is a real lack of control 


or sitting in the driver's seat here.  

As American's 


we definitely don't like it.  SLIDE
King David could be our patron Saint of “Doing.”  


He started out letting God do the work 



and realizing it was God.  

Now however, 


success is here,



 so we need to work hard to maintain the success, 




security, and safety.  



It is now our job to keep it here.  


If we can do that, 



then we can start to claim all the other things that God has done 




as our work as well.

Yahweh loves us too much 


to let this stand 

and so Nathan is sent to correct David.  

The second half of verse 11 SLIDE

also adds a transition.  

David has been deeply involved in building 


and a new project was what started this discussion.  

But Yahweh tells David, SLIDE

“You wanted to build me a house? 


No, I will build you a house.”  

Knowing what comes next, 


we are likely to hear Solomon's role in building the temple.  
But the Heavenly Father is a father, 


so dad jokes and puns started with him.  

There is one in this last paragraph using the word “house.”  SLIDE
In Hebrew, 


it is the word Beth,



 like Beth-el 



or Beth-lehem.  




House of God and House of Bread.  

Beth most often means “house.”  


But another meaning is Temple 



as we see it used here today.  



A house of God.  


But it can also mean a “dynasty” 



or family lineage



a house of the family.  

So while we can make the easy connection 


that he will establish Solomon and be done,



 it doesn't help us make sense of all that follows.  

While Solomon builds a house or temple for God's name, SLIDE

he doesn't “establish the throne of his kingdom forever.”  

Verse 14 makes it even clearer 


that more than Solomon is intended, 

when Yahweh says, SLIDE

“I will be his father, 



and he will be my son. 

This and the words that follow 


are the great theological, 


earth shattering statement that Bruggeman referenced.  

The reason is, SLIDE

it is here that we transition from a transactional covenant 


to a permanent covenant.  

All because a two letter word is missing 


that has been in other covenants.  

The simple word, “If.”  SLIDE

Nowhere in this covenant is “If” used.  


It is an unconditional covenant.  

The Mosaic Covenant was, SLIDE

“5 Now if you obey me fully 



and keep my covenant, 


then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession.”  
The Abrahamic Covenant was 


if you get circumcised, 



I will be your God.  

Here, SLIDE

added onto the presence of God, 


is the permanence of God.

If we don't follows God's ways, 


we will be disciplined, 


but we will not be abandoned.  



God's love will never be taken away.  

This transition 


is the final step to the full gospel.  

Prior to this, SLIDE

we still had a hand in determining our salvation.  



It was ours to win or lose 




based on how we acted.  



God let us try for a healthy amount of time.  




Yet no one was successful.  

So we hear the world changing transition in this passage 


that we discussed earlier, SLIDE
there is nothing for us to do, 


it is all what God has done.  

God will love us 


when we aren't doing what he asks of us 


and when we are.  

There is no way to earn God's love.  


It is already freely given.  

That message lives and breathes in this text.  


God wants to dwell with us, 



not only when we are good, 



but also when we are far away.  


He actually never wants to move into the hotel.  



He always wants to be with you.

We also hear how patient God is.  


Just as God knew it would be better for us to have no king but him, 



but allowed a king.  


So he moved into the temple, 



but would rather have lived in our homes with us.  
So the question for you this day is, SLIDE

“How have you kept Jesus here in this temple?  


And how can you invite him into your life 



to be present in every aspect?  




Not just temple time.”  

Don't be like David 


and miss the pun on “Beth.'  

David wanted to build a temple for God, 

God wanted to build David a dynasty, 


a family who knew God's love to the ends of the earth.


To fill the house with people who experienced his love 



  and reflected it to the larger creation.
