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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Statement of Welcome 

We, the community of First Lutheran Church of Bothell, proclaim the message that 
the grace of our Lord is infinitely inclusive and that everyone is welcome. We believe 
that Christ calls us to reconciliation and wholeness in a world of alienation and 
brokenness.  

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation and as disciples of Christ seeking justice and 
reconciliation among all peoples, we at First Lutheran Church welcome all into the 
fullness of God’s love. We welcome everyone, without exception and regardless of 
sex, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical and mental 
ability, age, or station in life. We recognize that each person is a unique creation of 
God, and through grace, a child of God.  

All are welcome at First Lutheran.  

All are welcome to worship, to hear the Good News, to receive the sacraments, and 
to share in fellowship and service. As members of First Lutheran Church, we pledge 
ourselves and our congregation to exercise our faith in Christ, treasuring one 
another’s similarities while embracing our God-given differences. We pledge that we 
will strive to live as a reconciling people, in our life together and in our outreach to 
the world. 

All liturgy, music & lyrics in this bulletin are covered by copyright licenses for publishing & 
streaming.  

1 Copyright ©2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted and streamed by permission under 
license #SAS003678. 

2 Some music used with permission for publishing and streaming under CCLI License #2262125. 
3 Some music used with permission for publishing and streaming under LicenSing #623195. 
4 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of Churches of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved. 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF: 

Pastor  
Rev. Tor Berg 
tberg@flcbothell.org 

Director of REACH 
Ministries 
Roger Steinke 
rsteinke@flcbothell.org 

Director of Music 
(Organist/Choir Dir.) 
Lucy Kay Osborne  
lkosborne@flcbothell.org 

Office Manager 
Kristin Smith 
ksmith@flcbothell.org  

Preschool Directors 
Amy Case 
Stephanie Corrigan 
 
 
Church Office 
425-486-2314 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

+ Please register each person on a communion card in the pew rack and 
hand it to an usher before Holy Communion.  

+ The service is printed in this bulletin. Some hymns are located in the red 
hymn book.  

+ Hearing enhancement receivers, large print bulletins are available. Feel 
free to ask an usher for assistance.  

+ Our expectation is that children will be in worship. We understand, 
though, that there are times when your wiggly ones need a distraction. 
There is a “Pray Space” under the stairs in the inner narthex with soft 
toys and books.  We have trained nursery staff on duty, as well. Please 
ask an usher for directions. 

+ If you would like to have a digital copy of the bulletin, go to our website 
and download the PDF. www.flcbothell.org 

+ Public Wi-Fi: FLC Wireless—Password: MartyLuther 

Serving Us In Worship Today 

Greeter Marilyn Iverson 

Ushers Dan Bormann 
Ryan Stute 

Acolyte Karlyn LaFord 

Lector Jean Peterson 

Sound Tech Andrew Phelps 

Camera Tech Katie Pyne 

Communion 
Assistants 

Susan Berg 
Andrea Peoples 
David Shogren 

Pew Angel Clint Bastin 

If you would like to give 
electronically, please use 
this QR code: 
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February 23, 2025 
Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE: Beach Spring (W. Held) 

WELCOME 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

GATHERING SONG: Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven (ELW 864) 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Forgiving God, too often we take your forgiveness for granted. Too often 
we cling to our sin, believing that it is our right to harbor resentments and 
hatred. Be merciful to us, and show us the depth of healing that is offered 
when you forgive, for the sake of the one who recognized total surrender 
to forgiveness and offered it willingly, Jesus Christ our healer. Amen. 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE: Come, All You People (ELW 819) 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

PSALM: Psalm 103:1-8 
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name.  
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits— who forgives 
all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases,  
who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and 
mercy, who satisfies you with good as long as you live so that your youth is re-
newed like the eagle's.  
The LORD works vindication and justice for all who are oppressed.  
He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel.  
The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in stead-
fast love. 

ANTHEM: There is a Balm in Gilead (L. Larson) 

THE WORD: Luke 7:36-50 
36One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the Phar-
isee's house and took his place at the table. 37And a woman in the city, who 
was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee's house, 
brought an alabaster jar of ointment. 38She stood behind him at his feet, 
weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them with her 
hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the oint-
ment.  

39Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said to himself, "If 
this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what kind of woman 
this is who is touching him — that she is a sinner."  

40Jesus spoke up and said to him, "Simon, I have something to say to you."  

"Teacher," he replied, "speak."  

41A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the 
other fifty. 42When they could not pay, he canceled the debts for both of 
them. Now which of them will love him more?"  

43Simon answered, "I suppose the one for whom he canceled the greater debt."  

And Jesus said to him, "You have judged rightly."  

44Then turning toward the woman, he said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I 
entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has bathed my 
feet with her tears and dried them with her hair. 45You gave me no kiss, but 
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from the time I came in she has not stopped kissing my feet. 46You did not 
anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 47There-
fore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence she has 
shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little."  

48Then he said to her, "Your sins are forgiven."  

49But those who were at the table with him began to say among themselves, 
"Who is this who even forgives sins?"  

50And he said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace." 

Word of God,  
word of life. 

CHILDREN'S SERMON: Lloyd Condra 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Change My Heart, O God (ELW 801) sing three times 
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THE RITE OF HOLY BAPTISM: William Irwin Schliep, son of Erika & Andrew Schliep 

PRESENTATION 
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through 
the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and 
death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the bap-
tized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and 
joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 
Sponsor: I present William for baptism. 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to 
have William baptized into Christ? 
Parents: I do. 

PROMISES: 
As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with re-
sponsibilities: 

to live with them among God's faithful people, 
bring them to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach them the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
place in their hands the holy scriptures, 
and nurture them in faith and prayer, 
so that your child may learn to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, 
and work for justice and peace. 

Do you promise to help William grow in the Christian faith and life? 
Parents: I do. 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture William in the Christian faith as you are em-
powered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in 
communion with the church? 
Sponsors: I do. 

People of God, do you promise to support William and pray for them in their new 
life in Christ? 
We do. 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith 
of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this 
world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 
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Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the wa-
ters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took 
delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and 
through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river 
your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism 
of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death 
and raise us up to live in you. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are 
washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor 
and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
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BAPTISM 
William, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give 
your children new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 

Sustain William with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and un-
derstanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 

William, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked 
with the cross of Christ forever. 
Amen. 

WELCOME 
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and 
glorify your Father in heaven. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the 
world, and all of creation. 

Surprising God, you call us to love our enemies and to show kindness in the 
face of cruelty. Let our actions be a shining witness of your overwhelming 
grace for all. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

As animals hibernate and fields lay dormant, let them be a reminder that life 
and faith are not static but always changing and growing. May we, with all 
creation, trust that the ending of one thing promises life in a new way. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 

We pray for leaders and policymakers who work to reduce violence in our na-
tions, cities, and towns. Give your wisdom and discernment amid heated argu-
ments and differing viewpoints. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

We pray for the victims of abuse and violence. Provide safe shelter and new 
beginnings to those experiencing domestic violence and dangerous situations. 
Enfold with love all who seek your healing care. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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Empower our faith communities to be signs of your gracious love. Bless the 
local ministries of parish nursing and caregiving, that they will be a voice for 
those in need in our communities. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for the enduring witness of those who have died before us. 
May their lives in you provide a witness of your everlasting grace. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your 
promise is revealed among the people. 
Amen. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us 
confess our sin. 

Silence for self-reflection. 

Merciful God, 
you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the ways 
we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our 
neighbors; we resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity 
and fear; we assume the worst about one another. Cleanse us from our 
faults and release us from their grasp. Show us your lovingkindness. Re-
store our hearts and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. 
Amen. 

God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed 

you. I have called you by name. You are mine.” In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. 

In the Spirit, you are made free. Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew 
as beloved children of God. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERTORY: Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy (C. Berry) 
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OFFERING: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Lord (Hillert) 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the 
depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, 
and our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and al-
ways. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all. By your powerful 
word you created all things. Through the prophets you called your people to be a 
light to the nations. Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining 
in our darkness and revealing to us your mercy and might. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and his 
promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will rejoice in 
your holy and life-giving light. 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food, we 
may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of gladness. 
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COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

COMMUNION: We will receive the body of Christ as bread with these or similar 
words: The body of Christ, given for you. If you desire a gluten-free option that 
is available. The blood of Christ will be received as either red wine or white 
grape juice with these or similar words: The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

WHO MAY COMMUNE? All are welcome at the Lord's Table. It is a free gift given 
to all for the forgiveness of sins. The words “for you” really mean FOR YOU! 
Children may commune at the discretion of their parents. If you wish to receive 
a blessing: cross your arms over your chest as a sign for the communion assis-
tants.  

DIRECTIONS FOR COMMUNION: Please come forward by the center aisle at the 
direction of the ushers to receive the sacrament and return to your seat down 
the side aisle. Please register each person taking communion on a pew card. 

COMMUNION SONG: LAMB OF GOD 

COMMUNION HYMNS:  
I Come with Joy (ELW 482) 
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Come with Us, O Blessed Jesus (ELW 501) 
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Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty (ELW 777) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food 
and drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good 
news of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. In the name of 
Christ we pray, Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 
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The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, 

and send you in love. 
Amen. 

SENDING SONG: Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing (ELW 545) 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Live in hope. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE: Gigue Fugue (D. Buxtehude) 
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In Our Prayers 

We pray for Bishop Doctor Sani Ibrahim Azar and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Jordan and the Holy Land. 

Those living with cancer: 
Juanita (Bonnie Ahlstedt’s sister-in-law), Mark (Dick Boyce's son), Lisa (Steve Coble’s sister), Alexis 
(Lucy Kay and David Osborne’s friend), Karen (Scott Eiler’s sister), Tracee (Bonnie Ahlstedt’s 
friend), Mary Hatlen (member), Jessica Hockstedler (member), David (Thomas Holmes’ 
grandfather),  John (Susan Berg’s brother),  Wayne (Dave Shogren's friend), Richard (Ruth Neitzel’s 
brother), Ted (Sue Toyoda’s friend), Kip (Paul Desilet’s uncle), Jim (Hendricks’ family 
friend), Joanne (Carolyn Becker’s sister-in-law), Diane Mackey (frequent visitor), Chris & family (Dan & 
Sandy Hendricks’ friends), Jean Rahr (former member), Marin (Beth & Gordy Phelps’ friend), Jacky 
Schnarre (member), Deborah (Vicki Shank’s cousin), Fern (Surya Skjonsby’s friend), August (Karey 
Coble’s friend). 

Those who are ill, have an injury or who are recovering from surgery: 
Lupe (Jose Alcaraz’ aunt), Carolyn Becker (member), Linda (Sue Toyoda’s sister), Donna (Roger 
Steinke’s friend),  Dick Boyce (member), Doug (Ho Brown’s brother-in-law), Susan (Bob Berg’s 
cousin), Linda Chapman (member), John (Linda Chapman's brother-in-law), Kai (Jennifer Cleaves’ son), 
Vincent (Julie Mass’ friend), Susan Cook (member), Richard (Susan & Ross Cook's brother), Don Cornell 
(Kristin Smith’s friend), Randy (Chris Martin's friend), Leanne (Krista Daniels' sister), Elizabeth (Jane 
King's friend), Nancy Davis (member), Audrey Fisher (member), John Godek (member), Teresa (friend 
of the Bakers)  Jim (Sandy Hendricks' cousin),  Karen Johnson (member), Marlo (Leona Keltner's 
friend), Noreen Kloster (member), Amy (Nancy McGee’s friend), Kathy Koneiczka (member), Richard 
Konieczka (Kathy Konieczka’s husband), Albert (Chris Martin's friend), Doug (Justin LaFord's 
father), Jeanne (Justin LaFord's mother), Chris Martin (member), Gordon (Tom & Chris Martin-Agnew’s 
friend), Andy (Vickie Shanks' friend),  Dennis (Dave Shogren’s brother),  Mona 
Shogren (member), Donnabel (Derrick StaRosa's sister), Ron (Beth Phelps’ brother), Sandy 
Sailand (member), Kayden (Karey Coble’s nephew), Harriett (Roger Steinke’s friend), Kathy Telford-
Luiz (member), Lynette (Karen Thomas’ friend). 

Those who are homebound or in extended care facilities: 
Valerie (Kendahl Adjorlolo's cousin), Bonnie Ahlstedt (member), Sherrill & Larry 
Baker (members), Trudy Eichelsdoerfer (member), Marlys Helgeland (member), Hildur 
O’Connor (member), Lawrence (Leon Romaniuk’s father), Walt Stoll (member), Sigrid (Carsten Thode’s 
mother), Carol (Patty Weston’s mother), Roger Wolter (member).  

Those Serving Our Country: 
AIR FORCE: Mason Land (Debbie & Darryl Lageson’s nephew), Jake Peoples (Andrea & Eric 
Peoples’ son) and Erin Siebert (Linda & Joe Siebert’s daughter) 

NAVY: Christopher Whipple (Carolyn Whipple’s son) 

We are honored to be able to pray for your family members in need. Our policy is to publish 
immediate concerns for 2 weeks, unless we hear from you that an illness or situation is ongoing.  
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INFORMATION FOR THE WEEK! 

Sunday, February 23 Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 
9:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion & William Schliep Holy Baptism 
10:30 am Sunday School for all ages 

Monday, February 24 
9:00 am 4 & 5 year old Preschool 

Tuesday, February 25 
9:00 am 4 & 5 year old Preschool 
  3 year old Preschool 
9:30 am Lectionary 
3:30 pm Weekly News Submission Deadline 
7:00 pm Book Club  on Zoom—The End of Drum-Time by Hanna Pylainen 

Wednesday, February 26 
9:00 am 4 & 5 year old Preschool 
10:00 am Oral History Interviews 
  Peace by Piece Sewing 

Thursday, February 27 
9:00 am 5 year old Preschool 
  3 year old Preschool 
9:30 am FLC Quilters 
7:00 pm Choir Practice 

Friday, February 28 
Church Office Closed 

Saturday, March 1 
9:00 am Gardem Guild 
  Altar Guild 

Sunday, March 2 Transfiguration of our Lord 
9:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion 
10:30 am Sunday School for all ages 
 

March 2, 2025—Transfiguration of our Lord 

Psalm 36:5-10  Luke 9:28-45 Jesus Transfigured 

Weekly Financial Report 
February 9, 2025  Attendance in Person:129  Online: 31 

February 16, 2024 General Offerings: n/a Capital Improvement: n/a 

General Offerings Needed Each Week: $10,770  



20 

SERMON NOTES 

What caught my attention: 

 

 

 

 

What did I hear that I am eager to share with another person? 

 

 

 

I think the title of the sermon should be:  


