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Rehab Stories

“Snowbirds”

With the advancement of medical technology, many more raptors are
getting a second chance. Orthopedic injuries are common in birds of prey.
Surgery depends on several issues such as the location of the fracture and
whether it affects a weight-bearing bone. Fractures normally require five to
eight weeks for healing in adult birds.

About 500 migrating species visit bird-friendly
Florida every year. There are four major “flyways”
or "migration routes" across the U.S. with Florida
being part of Atlantic Flyway that follows the east
coast of North America.

We have several post-op patients recovering here at the center. The
species vary from a Bald Eagle to an Eastern Screech-Owl. Both raptors
were admitted with broken bones and both had pins surgically inserted to
help align the bones during healing. (The pins will be removed when healing
is complete.) Rehabilitation is expensive and the Avian Reconditioning
Center relies on your donations to help with the costs. 100% of every dollar
you donate directly benefits bird care and rehabilitation efforts. Our goal is
to return every bird to their natural habitat as quickly as possible thereby
providing them with the greatest chance of survival.

Florida can be hot, but we have miles of beautiful
beaches. Our mangroves and woods have
mosquitoes the size of flies and let's not forget the
Palmetto bugs, better known as cockroaches.
Doesn't it sound appealing? You bet it does! to
thousands of birds who depend on our diverse
subtropical habitat to escape harsh winter weather.
Some birds use Florida as a stopover on their
migration farther south while others make it their
journey’s end arriving in fall and staying through the
winter. In spring, some species may return to
Florida to mate and raise their young.
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Many of these birds return every year from as far
away as Canada. More and more, loss of natural
habitat impacts their future. Artificial light pollution is
also a huge problem for migrating and nocturnal
birds who use the natural light from the moon, stars
and setting sun for navigation, as it interferes with
this instinctive behavior.
This juvenile Cooper's Hawk was unable to move when admitted yet the
initial exam revealed no fractures or injuries. Under its chin we found lxodes
Brunneus, a species of tick which causes paralysis. This type of tick is
usually seen around the head where a bird’s beak can't reach it. We
removed the parasite, and after several days, the bird was alert and moving
all its extremities. After a few days in the 50-foot-flight cage we were able to
release this Cooper’s Hawk COHA, back to the wild.
2016 Fall Owl Fest Volunteers

Our upcoming Education Ambassador - Jeep

You can help! Here are a few tips: make sure your
feeders are full and cleaned regularly. If you don’t
feed the birds, consider adding a feeding station or
two to your yard. Clean, fresh water is always a
necessity. One last thing, turn your lights off when
not in use. Not only will it reduce your electric bill, it
may prevent a bird from flying into the glass window
or door.
With so many birds here, Florida is a destination not
only for the birds, but for birdwatchers as well. This
is a great time of year to look to the sky to see
many interesting species.
Birdwatchers have
counted over 40
species of wild birds,
including Painted
Bunting (pictured at
right) on ARC’s 10acre property.

Red posing for a photo group

Ruby flying off the creance for the first time

Henry ready for Owl Fest

For more information about our facility and available educational programs, visit our website at www.arc4raptors.org or call 407-461-1056

Volunteer Corner

Did You Know?

Staying Connected
Here are some great web sites to follow ARC.
They provide up-to-date information on our
birds, event information and behind-the-scenes
photographs.

It only takes one person to make a difference in so many lives! Meet Alejandra
Aramburo, “Ale” to her friends, who has been volunteering at ARC for over 5 years.
Her love of animals extends to her regular job at Disney’s Animal Kingdom.

Birds are the only living animals that have
feathers. Birds use their feathers in many
different ways, for many diverse purposes—
flight, camouflage, weatherproofing, attracting
the opposite sex and stealth. The Stealth
Fighter was designed to avoid detection. Owls
are silent predators of the night. They have
special feathers that help reduce noise.
If you look at the leading edge an owl’s
primary feathers, you will see a serrated edge,
a fringe, like a comb. Air will rush over the
wing creating turbulence, then roll down the
feathers to this serrated edge. This comb-like
leading edge will break down the turbulence
and reduce the amount of noise. So, you see
owls have the ability to capture their prey by
stealth, flying on silent wing.

Apopka Mayor Joe Kilsheimer stopped by to welcome these military veterans and
thank them for their service. It was a very special moment for everyone when the
veterans posed in front of the American flag with Bald Eagle Stormy.
Wounded warriors and wounded birds of prey

Red-tailed Hawk Release
Lying in her hospital bed on the 10th floor, the Professor had a visitor. It was a
beautiful Red-Tailed Hawk soaring outside her window. Every day the hawk
returned and she named him Seabhag (Scottish Gaelic for hawk/falcon). These
hawks easily adapt to being around humans and that’s why Native American
Indians say the spirits send Red-tailed Hawks as messengers. They are sent to
bring guidance from the heavens.
It’s always a great day when ARC is able to release a raptor back to the wild.
After several weeks of rehabilitation with us, this big, beautiful Red-tailed Hawk
was ready to go! This would be an extra special day as we dedicated the release
to the Professor. May your soul fly safely on the wings of Seabhag and may you
find peace and life everlasting.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

When you do your online shopping at Amazon,
you can also help ARC by clicking on our link
arc4raptors.org/amazon and following the
prompts. Through our partnership with Amazon.
com, ARC will receive a 6% donation on all
purchases made by shoppers using this link.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sponsor the care of your favorite resident bird
through ARC's Adopt-a-Bird sponsorship
program at www.arc4raptors.org/adopt.

Ale participates in Disney's VoluntEARS program. The EARS to you program
allows Disney cast members to turn their hours of volunteer service into a financial
contribution to a nonprofit organization of their choice. Ale chose to host an
education program for The Wounded Warrior Project so on a beautiful Saturday
morning 30 veterans, their families and support members were able to get up-close
and personal with all the birds, but especially our national symbol the Bald Eagle.
The Wounded Warrior Project helps veterans in many ways. Community events
like these give veterans the opportunity to network, rebuild camaraderie, and aid
transition back into civilian life which is an ongoing process. There are
approximately 9,000 wounded warriors just in Florida.

www.arc4raptors.org
www.facebook.com/arc4raptors
www.instagram.com/arc4raptors
www.youtube.com/user/arc4raptorsorg

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Upcoming Events
Take advantage of the mild winter weather in Florida. We are open
to the public Saturdays from 10am to 4pm (weather permitting).
Stop by for an up-close encounter with your favorite Florida
raptor. We are located at 323 West Lester Rd, Apopka, FL 32712.
Birdapalooza – January 21, 2017, 10am – 1pm
Magnolia Park, 2929 S Binion Rd, Apopka, FL
ARC will exhibit at this celebration of the rich diversity of birds
and other wildlife living on the North Shore of Lake Apopka.
Wild Birds Unlimited – January 28, 2017, 12 – 4pm
4212 NW 16th Blvd, Gainesville, FL
ARC will exhibit at this event.
Sir Henry’s Valentine Party -- February 11, 2017, 10am- 3pm
ARC, 323 W. Lester Rd, Apopka, FL, 32712
Barn Owls are sometimes called the Valentine Owl because of
their unique heart-shaped face. Our Barn Owls will be out and
about to celebrate! Join us for kids’ crafts and a bake sale with
lots of sweets handmade by our wonderful volunteers.
Bok Tower Gardens Night Sky – February 18, 2017, 6-9pm
1151 Tower Blvd, Lake Wales FL 33853
Learn about the night sky with astronomers, meet nocturnal
animals and enjoy a special astronomy inspired carillon concert.

The Nest Box Resource Shop is open on
Saturday from 10am to 4:00pm. We have a large
selection of raptor-themed items. All proceeds
directly benefit bird care at ARC.

A Spring Affaire Renaissance Day
March 25, 2017, 10am – 3pm
323 W Lester Rd, Apopka, FL 32712
Raptor and Falconry displays, flight
demos, children’s medieval games,
face painting, food trucks. Admission
is free. Donations appreciated. Dress
up or come as you are. The SCA
(Society for Creative Anachronism)
will be joining us again this year
providing
Renaissance
games,
displays and reenactments!

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wrapping up 2016
2016 was an exceptionally busy year for
ARC. Here’s a quick recap for our
numbers:
REHAB:
149 total admits
21 American Kestrels
1 Peregrine Falcon
9 Bald Eagles
2 Barn Owls
26 Great Horned Owls
16 Eastern Screech-Owls
11 Cooper’s Hawks
26 Red-shouldered Hawks
8 Red-tailed Hawks
8 Osprey
2 Black Vultures
1 Turkey Vulture
4 Swallow-tailed Kites
2 Mississippi Kites
EDUCATION PROGRAMS:
50 individual programs - ~2,500 people
11 festivals and events - ~10,000 people
VOLUNTEERS:
58 volunteers – 4867 hours

As ARC continues to grow, we need your help!
We are looking for volunteers on Saturdays
between 9:30am and 4pm and on Wednesdays
and Fridays between 9:30am and 1pm. We
request a minimum of 3 hours. No animal
experience necessary, only a desire to learn and
assist. You must be 14 years or older. Spread
your wings and join the ARC family today. Call
407-461-1056 today to learn how a few hours of
your time can make a big difference.

We hope to see you
posing here this year 

The Avian Reconditioning Center is a specialized raptor
rehabilitation facility where large outdoor enclosures
and the use of falconry techniques provide a more
natural environment for physical conditioning and
weather proofing of orphaned and recuperating
raptors.
State and Federal Wildlife Permits; 501(c)3 not-for-profit corporation

Patron Reply Form – Please consider becoming a “Patron of the ARC.” All monies donated are used entirely for the birds’ welfare.
NAME______________________________________________

_____________ $25.00 Wings of Copper

ADDRESS___________________________________________

______________$50.00 Wings of Bronze

CITY_____________________STATE________ZIP__________

______________$100.00 Wings of Silver

EMAIL______________________________________________

______________$250.00 Wings of Gold
______________$500.00+ Wings of Platinum

The Avian Reconditioning Center is recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization. Donors may deduct all contributions as provided
in section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code, A. Copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the division of consumer services by calling
toll free (800)435-7352. State Registration does not imply endorsement, approval or recommendations by the state. 11/08

