COMMUNICATOR Contra Costa Communications Club, Inc
APRIL 2006 An ARRL Affiliated Repeater Group
. Dedicated to Service

General Meeting March SUNSHINE

OPPORTUNITIES

12, 2006

The meeting was opened by Vice  Peak Bike Run will be the first

President, Don KE6ZFP @ 8:00 weekend in May. Rich may call
John, WD6GGC

a.m. upon you for your help.
Introductions were made around Net Controller: All is going good. ?Izndw\/’\i\?i\l\;}(
the room. Meeting adjourned: 8:15 a.m. ane, Q
Minutes of the previous meeting  Free Breakfast: Megan, Dan
were approved as printed. Kelly's Granddaughter, KF6HQO Hello Everyonel1!!
Treasurer Report: Progressive Raffle: Barbara Grazer | hope you are all doing well.
CD: $3,531.07 KD60OKJ, who was not present for xeysgnkgggvtgiﬁgrgzﬂi ivxre]o
CK: $1,758.42 :r;?f:jer?/\\;\illllngé ;-lh; SSXt progressive Committee, please let me
SV: $1,748.50 R know. I don't want to leave
Repeater Fund today $37.00 Submitted by Burcie ] anyo@ne out. You can email
mitted by: Burgie Jones me
VP Report: N/A lly y- Burl i
. KE6MSF burgie0001@yahoo.com
Technical Report: N/A
Editor's Report: If you have some- L
. . . Th B Meet
thing you would like to share with '(\/Ia:ecrﬁ)was no Board Meeting in Thﬁr"t( you and good health to
the club or any articles you would alltt!!
like published, please send them to Burgie

the editor.
Membership Report: N/A
Emergency Coordinator: Grizzly

PIZZANIGHT COME ONE----COME ALL AND BRING THE FAMILY

Contra Costa Communications Club and East Bay Amateur Radio
Club are hosting a pizza night at Mountain Mike's Pizza
on Wednesday, April 12th at 6:00 p.m.

The address is 3340 San Pablo Dam Road
(Inside the Raley's Shopping Center).
It's all-you-can-eat night-----Adults $5.75----Kids $3.75.



CCCC Meetings 2006

Held at Denny’s on the corner of San Pablo
Ave. and Potrero Ave in El Cerrito Break-
fast at 7:15 a.m. Club meeting at 8:00 a.m.
Board meeting at 8:45

April 9
April 12 Pizza Nite Out
May Happy Mother’s Day
June 11
July 9
August 13
September 10
Picnic Date TBA
October 8
November 12
December Christmas Party

FROM THE KITCHEN OF......

This new feature was suggested during
the Tuesday morning net. Thank you!! It
is a wonderful idea! So get those recipes
out and start sending them in. I will start
off with one of Darwin’s favorite dishes.
It is also easy as it uses a crock pot.

Turkey Monterey

1 doz corn tortillas

2 cans diced green chilies

1 24 0z. Jar salsa (1 use Safeway brand mild)
1 can cream of mushroom soup

1 can cream of chicken soup

3 to 5 cups of diced turkey

1 Ib Cheddar cheese

1 Ib Monterey Jack Cheese

(1 use 2 Ibs of the Mexican 4 cheese
shredded Sargento or Kirkland )

1 jar mild taco sauce

Slice tortillas and set aside.
Mix together the soups, salsa and chilies.

In the crock pot layer in order:
Corn tortillas, turkey, sauce, cheese.

Repeat layers 3 to 4 times, ending with
cheese.

Top with mild taco sauce.

Cook on low until fully melted 8 to 10
hours.
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A BIT OF HUMOR
Submitted by Robby, N6NML From an e-mail making the rounds.
An Accident Report

I am writing in response to your request for "additional infor-
mation." In block number 30 of the accident report form, I put "poor
planning" as the cause for my accident. You said in your last letter
that I should explain more fully. | trust that the following detail will
be sufficient.

I am an amateur radio operator. On the day of the accident, I
was working alone on the top section of my new 80-foot antenna
tower. When | completed my work, | discovered that | had, over the
course of several trips up the tower, brought about 300 Ibs. of tools
and spare hardware. Rather than carry the now unneeded tools and
materials down by hand, | decided to lower the items in a small barrel
by using a pulley, which fortunately was attached to the pole at the
tip of the tower. Securing the rope at ground level, I went up to the
top of the tower and loaded the tools and materials into the barrel.
Then | went back to the ground and untied the rope, holding it tightly
to insure a slow descent of the
300 Ibs. of tools.

You will note in block number 11 of the accident report form
that | weigh 155 Ibs. Due to my surprise at being jerked off the
ghround so suddenly, I lost my presence of mind and forgot to let go of
the rope. Needless to say, | proceeded at a rapid rate up the side of
the tower. In the vicinity of the 40-foot level, | met the barrel coming
down. This explains my fractured skull and broken clavicle.

Slowed only slightly, I continued my rapid ascent, not stop-
ping until the fingers of my right hand were two knuckles deep into
the pulley. Fortunately by this time | had regained my presence of
mind and was able to hold tightly on the rope in spite of the pain. At
about the same time however, the barrel hit the ground. The bottom
fell out of the barrel. Devoid of the weight of the tools, the barrel
now weighed 20 pounds.

_ | refer you again to my weight in block number 11. As you
might guess, | began a rapid descent down the side of the tower. In
the vicinity of the 40-foot level, | met the barrel coming up. This ac-
counts for the two fractured ankles and the lacerations or my legs and
lower body.

The encounter with the barrel slowed me enough to lessen my
injuries when | fell into the pile of tools, and fortunately only three
vertebras were cracked. | am sorry to report, however, that as | lay
there on the tools in pain, unable to stand, and watching the empty
barrel 80 feet above me, | again lost my presence of mind.

I let go of the rope...

i Contra Costa Communications Club, Inc publishes the Communicator monthly

i for the benefit of club members. Material for potential articles is welcomed. If

i possible submit articles by e-mail or disc. The material contained herein is in-

i tended for the use of current and potential club members. General material

i printed within the newsletter may be reproduced. Any personal information, i
i member’s address, phone numbers etc, is not to be reproduced. If you miss an :
; edition or want to change to e-mail contact the editor — Victoria, KE6FSU :
:510-724-4966 or KE6FSU@shcglobal.net

Deadline for May 2006 issue: April 27.
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ARRL LETTER EXxce FPtS (One subject combined from 2 letters)

HELLO"™ CAMPAIGN TO PUT
FRIENDLY, INVITING FACE
ON AMATEUR RADIO

A new ARRL public rela-
tions campaign set to launch this
April will cast Amateur Radio in
the light of the 21st century and fo-
cus on its Universal appeal, even in
today's already technology-rich so-
ciety. At the same time, the "Hello"
campaign will note the 100th anni-
versary of what many historians
consider the first voice radio broad-
cast in 1906 by Reginald Fes-
senden.

Built around the word

"Hello," the coordinated campaign quirement at least for General class

will set "a positive, upbeat tone that
highlights the international capa-
bilities of Amateur Radio,"” he ex-
plained.

One aim of the "Hello"
campaign will be to reframe Ama-
teur Radio within a contemporary

context. "ARRL President Joel Har-

rison, W5ZN, was correct in stating
that the Main Street of today is not
the same as the Main Street of yes-
teryear," Pitts went on to say. "To
reach out today, the very first re-
quirement is that Amateur Radio
operators be perceived as friendly

cast that included the scientist and

chures are suitable for talks to

inventor playing "O Holy Night" on schools, clubs, displays and other

the violin and reading a Bible pas-
sage.

The campaign will show
that despite the Internet and other
technologies, the possibility of be-
ing able to talk with everyday peo-
ple around the world and some-
times in exotic locales--coupled
with the surprise, art and uncer-
tainty of DXing--remains a major
attraction for Amateur Radio. The

"Hello" campaign also will take ad-

vantage of likely FCC action this
year to drop the Morse code re-

applicants.

Tools include a distinctive "Hello"
Web site http://www.hello-
radio.org/ and radio and TV public
service announcements.

"The key to creating a new
ham operator is to develop a rela-
tionship with a current ham opera-
tor,” says Pitts. Behind the effort is
"an army of dedicated, truly moti-
vated P10s and others who want to
see ham radio flourish."”

A series of 30-second radio

public service announcements

and trustworthy. That's a true public (psAs) has been developed for the

relations goal and the prime focus
of the campaign.”

. "This campaign will give
hams the tools they need to reach
out in their communities to non-
hams and influence their perception
of Amateur Radio."

History recalls that
the Canadian-born and educated
Fessenden, using an early alterna-
tor, transmitted the first audio radio
broadcast from his laboratory in
Brant Rock, Massachusetts. Radio
operators aboard ships at sea--
tipped off in advance to be listening
for something special—were as-
tounded to hear Fessenden's broad-
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"Hello™ campaign. "You can help

by downloading the PSAs from the
ARRL Web site onto a CD and tak-

ing it to your own local radio sta-
tion," Pitts suggests.

A broadcast-quality video
for the "Hello" campaign will be
available in April.

Copies of the special four-
page "Hello" brochure are

available from ARRL Headquarters
for use during presentations to non-

ham groups. (Full details on the
"Hello" campaign plus a pull-out
copy of the brochure are available

in the April issue of QST.) The bro-

venues promoting Amateur Radio
to the public. There is a space on
the back page to add local club info.
"For 100 years, the magic
of the human voice over radio has
brought imaginations to life. It
opened a whole new era of human
communication,” the brochure de-
clares, urging, "It's your world. Get
on the radio and say "Hello."”
To obtain copies, e-mail the
"Hello" campaign hello@arrl.org.
Donations are welcome (make
checks out to "ARRL") to help
cover return postage to ARRL, Pub-
lic Relations, 225 Main St, Newing-
ton, CT 06111. "Hello" logo
bumper stickers will be on sale
through the ARRL on-line catalog.
Buttons for the "Hello™ campaign
will be available at Dayton Ham-
vention and at other major Amateur
Radio events. Banners for the
"Hello" campaign will be flying at
Dayton Hamvention and at the Na-
tional Association of Broadcasters
convention in April. After that, they
will be made available for use at
major events in 2006.

"ARRL President Joel Harrison,
WH5ZN, was correct in stating that
the Main Street of today is not the
same as the Main Street of yester-
year," Pitts says. "To reach out to-
day, the very first requirement is
that Amateur Radio operators be
perceived as friendly and trustwor-
thy. That's a true public relations
goal and the primary focus of the
campaign.” http://www.hello-
radio.org/

The above is two articles con-
densed into one. For the full text
see the March Newsletters at:

www. ARRL.org
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2006 CONTRA COSTA COMMUNICATIONS CLUB, INC.
DAILY AND WEEKLY NETS

DAYS NET CONTROLLER REPEATER/NET NAME/TIME
MONDAY DAN - KF6HQO (Backup CHET — WAGPAC) 145.110 OVER-THE-HILL 7:10 AM
TUESDAY SSEG\/UEV}\(/'IIE'?MSE JAN-N6UYE [ROTATE]

WEDNESDAY R

S GARY - KG6RJA
FRIDAY ALTERNATE STAN-KB6SEI

WEEKLY - TUESDAY

ED-KAG60OFR ALTERNATE ROBBY - N6MNL

224300 QRM NET  7:30PM

WEEKLY - WEDNESDAY

WEEKLY - THURSDAY | ROTATE 145.110 WEST CONTRA COSTA CTY
ARES/RACES 6:45 PM
WEEKLY - THURSDAY | ROTATE THURSDAY NIGHTS IN ORDER 145110 CLUBNET  7:30 PM

ROBBY-N6MNL,
ANDREW-KMG6VT,

FRED-KC6VLL,
BOB — AB4AL,

DAN - KF6HQO

ALTERNATE:
BARBARA-KDG60OKJ

WEEKLY - THURSDAY | BOB - AB4AL

145.110 TECHNICAL NET 8:00 PM

WEEKLY - SATURDAY
& SUNDAY

JOE LEE, W6DOB

145.110 ARRL TRAFFIC NET 7:30 PM

Club Officers FOR 2006

President: Ed Caine, = KAG60FR (2007) 707-996-0962
V. Pres: Don Hamma, KEG6ZFP (2006) 510-526-6823
Secretary: Burgie Jones KE6MSF (2006) 510-964-1476
Treasurer: V. Thompson, KE6FSU (2008) 510-724-4966
Trustee: Robby Robinson, N6MNL (2014) 510-222-4990
Director: Natalie Mealer, WA6QVM (2008) 209-365-9942
Director: Robert Gregory, AB4AL (2007) 707-552-1403

Emergency Coordinator ARES/RACES West County -
Stephen Adams-KF6WNH 510-236-9770

Repeater Controller’s
[Call & Report any Problems/Concerns]
Robby.....N6MNL.......510-222-4990

Ed...........KABOFR......707-996-0962
Red.........N6UMG......510-223-6269
Ken......... KAG6TUX.....510-758-8681

Gabe....... WAGKQB.....510-222-1523

Howard...KEGPTT...... 925-798-7208
Eric........ KE6YNI.......510-741-1917

Bob....... AB4AL....... 707-552-1403

Committee Chairperson

Membership:

Barbara Grazer, KD60KJ 510-222-4990
Technical:

Robert Gregory, AB4AL 707-552-1403
Assist. Technical:

Howard Burk, KEGPTT 925-798-7208
Packet:

Robby Robinson, N6MNL 510-222-4990
NARCC:

Robby Robinson, N6MNL 510-222-4990
Picnic:

Fred Neiman, KC6VLL
Christmas:

Barbara Grazer, KD60OKJ 510-222-4990

510-223-1748
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THE COMMUNICATOR
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Contra Repeater ID: WDGEZC 145 110, 224 300 444, 275 PL 82.5
Costa Simplex 146.505
. Packet “Node” CC4CC 145.05 Packet “Mail Box” WD6EZC -1
Communications Home Page: http:// www.khmuprog.com/CCCC/
Club Inc. Club Address:
CCCC,Inc. P.O. Box 20661, El Sobrante, CA 94820-0661

A NON-PROFIT CLUB DEDICATED TO

Contra Costa communications Club, Inc.
P.O. Box 20661
El Sobrante, CA 94820-0661

POSTMASTER: ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Next Meeting: APRIL 9

Denny’s on the corner of San Pablo Ave. and Potrero Ave in El Cerrito, CA 94530
Breakfast at 7:15 a.m. Club meeting at 8:00 a.m. Board meeting at 8:45




