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Sermon Sunday November 30th, 2025
Isaiah 2: 1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13: 11-14; Matthew 24: 36-44.
Beloved in Christ, today marks the beginning of the season of Advent, a time of preparation, a time of going toward the coming again of the Messiah, a time of great expectation and great anticipation. But exactly what is it that we anticipate? What are we getting ready for? What do we expect to happen? Do we anticipate the end of the world, as some religious cults always do at this time of the year? Are we preparing our hearts and spirits to receive again the coming of the Christ child into the world?
I don’t know when the world will end but I could tell you stories about when my worlds have ended. They would be stories of loss and grief, stories of disappointment and failure, stories of broken relationships, stories of sin and guilt, stories of shattered dreams and hopes, stories of when life seemed empty and bereft of meaning. I’ll bet you could tell similar stories about the days your worlds ended. We all have them. Every day the world ends for someone. I don’t mean their physical death but that the physical, emotional, or spiritual environment in which they live is destroyed, the web of their relationships is torn, and their world seems barren and desolate.
Sometimes these stories are public. We read and hear about them in the news. The world has ended and continues to end for the people of Ukraine. In some way Governor Andrew Como’s world ended with the results of this year’s election. Hurricane Melissa has left many with end of the world stories. Other times the ending of our world is a secret kept in the depths of our heart, known only to God and ourselves. The end of the world is your story and my story. It’s the story of every generation and today it is the gospel 


story. It is a story of cosmic proportions, involving the sun, moon, and stars, the roaring of the seas and the waves. It is enough to shake the powers of heaven. This isn’t so much about the end of the physical world as it is the end of our inner world. It’s not just about what is happening around us but within us, the world of our soul. The outward signs described in today’s gospel point to an inner reality. Think about a day your world ended and you will recall it most intensely in your gut and in your heart. On that day the stars no longer pointed the way and the sun offered no light or warmth. Your mind was filled with confusion, your heart with distress, and you were scared to death.
For us, that day looks like an ending, a finality, a termination. That is not, however, how Jesus interprets these signs. The end of our world is not a time to fall down or hang our heads in despair. It is, Jesus says, a time to stand up and raise our heads in expectation and hope. It is the day our liberation and redemption are drawing near. We must be careful that we do not focus solely on the end of the world. That is not the ultimate reality. There is more to be seen. We must see through the ending of our world. It is a window through which we can see the greater reality, “‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. “The end of our world, Jesus says, is like a tree putting out new leaves. We see the leaves and new growth know that a new season is approaching, a season of new life, growth, and renewal. So, it is in our lives. What looks like the end is the coming of a new season. Every ending gives way to a new beginning. That doesn’t make the ending any easier or less painful. It makes it bearable and us hopeful and expectant. Jesus does not say when any of this will happen, only that it will happen, and that we need to be ready. We do not get to control or choose when or how our world will end but we can choose and control our response and readiness for that end. That’s what this holy season of Advent is about.
Today’s gospel is our entry into Advent. Together, they hold before us two realities: our world will end and our redemption is drawing near. In Advent we do not just live with those two realities, we live on the threshold between the two, betwixt and between, neither here nor there. Advent is not limited to the four Sundays before Christmas. It can happen anytime. It happens any time there is significant loss or change.  Advent is a time of waiting and watching: waiting in the darkness and watching for the coming light; waiting in a world that has ended and watching for the world to come; waiting in the not-knowing and watching for the one who knows; waiting with a promise and watching for its fulfillment.
Advent is the season of waking up. It interrupts business as usual and calls us to ready ourselves for the coming of the Son of Man. I think, however, it’s more than just getting ready to welcome Jesus or celebrate his birth. I think it’s participating in and giving existence to the future that Jesus offers and makes possible. I think that future both offers us something and asks something of us. We catch a glimpse of that future in today’s Old Testament reading (Isaiah 2:1-5) and the psalm we just said together (Psalm 122) a few minutes ago. Isaiah sees a time when we “shall beat our swords into plough-shares, and our spears into pruning-hooks; nations shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall we learn war anymore.” He dreams of a nonviolent future. That’s what I want for our world today, and those who will come after me, don’t you? 


And the psalmist describes the future as a time when Jerusalem is at unity with itself. Peace is within its walls and quietness within its towers. There is prosperity and doing good to others. I like what the psalmist describes. It’s what I want for myself, you, and those yet to be born. It’s how I want to live, don’t you? What if that’s the future Advent holds before us? What if that’s what’s coming to us? What if that’s what life is like in the unexpected hour? It’s a big future and a big dream. It’s the unexpected hour that shatters business as usual. That future doesn’t begin by changing the world. It begins by changing ourselves – the thoughts we think, the words we speak, the choices we make, the actions we take. That’s not only about how we relate to others. It’s also about how we relate to ourselves. The reason we can wait and watch is because God is always faithful and fulfills every promise he makes to us. God will come to you, to me, and to every generation. For every world that ends there is a coming redemption. Or may be a story about our world ending. God’s is a story about his coming.
Our spiritual work in Advent is not to prepare for the ending, but to prepare for our coming redemption, the coming of Christ, the Kingdom of God. We must allow our ending world to give way to the one who is coming. This means we are to be on guard, be alert, be watchful, and awake. Don’t be distracted by the trivialities and superficialities of life. Live in prayer. The question is not whether redemption will come. It will. That’s a given. It will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth, Jesus promises. The only question is whether we will see it when it does come. Happy season of Advent to all of you! Amen.

    All baptized Christians, regardless of age, are welcome to receive communion in the Episcopal Church.
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Loving God, comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind or spirit. Give them courage and hope in their troubles and bring them the joy of your salvation. Especially we remember before you:
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Chris Dickson	      		John Roccoo		   		Deb P.
John Mulligan	      		Marjorie Guerrier	   		Bobby
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Beverly Noel	      			Phil Ryder		   		Warren
Anthony Paribello	      		Jonathan 		   		Del
Donna Amundsen	      		Kate Jones		   		Jan

Shannon & Family	      		Vincent & Barbara	   		Sandy
Mary & Family	      		Wendy			   	James      
Gladys Hadija	      		Sophia			   	Aidan
Mo					Michelle & Family	      		Christopher
Annie					Timothy Treasure	      		Donna A.
Aiia					Moises Parra	      		Misael 
Jay         	      
All people and countries suffering from violence, hatred and natural disaster.  
The homeless and food insecure.
Help us speak words of encouragement and offer deeds of kindness to them.
Bring us, with them, into the unending joy of your kingdom.  Amen.

To add or make changes to the prayer list during the week, 
email Janet Croft at jmc220@optonline.net.


A Morning Prayer
Father in heaven, I stand ready to receive Your wisdom
and guidance.  In each decision, big or small, lead me to
discern your will and to act accordingly.  Help me to
understand the depth of Your wisdom, finding guidance


in Your word and through prayer.  Teach me to be patient
as I wait for Your direction, trusting that Your timing is
perfect.  May I navigate this day with the assurance that 
Your wisdom is a treasure far greater than any earthly
knowledge.  Guide my thoughts and actions, that they may
be a reflection of Your discernment and love.  In Your 
guidance, I find the path to a life of purpose and peace.
Amen


Hymn to be sung during the consecration:
Father I adore you,
Lay my life before you,
How I love you.

Repeat twice with second verse starting with Jesus
And third verse  starting with Spirit.


Prayer for Peace
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn
but the sword of righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that


all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the Prince 
of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominions
and glory, now and for ever.   Amen


