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The Rev. Dr. Vernon Shannon, one of the founding pastors behind the building of Zion Hill Apartments in 1968, shares a laugh Wednesday
with Linda McCombs during a program to mark the project’s 50th anniversary. Behind them are Shirley Holt and Yvonne Tracey. They’re
standing in one of the 50 renovated apartments at Zion Hill.

Zion Hill celebrates
a faithful partnership
Effort to build
affordable housing
marks anniversary
By Mark Wineka
mark.wineka@salisburypost.com
SALISBURY — The Rev. Dr.
Vernon Shannon reminded his
audience Wednesday of an important thing.
“We should not be so heavenly based that we’re not earthly
good,” Shannon said.
Shannon’s comments related to a unique partnership in
Salisbury — one that built the 50
units of Zion Hill Apartments in
1968 and just recently completed $4.6 million in renovations to
the complex.
S old iers Memor i a l a nd
Moore’s Chapel A M E Zion
churches formed the nonproﬁt
Zion Hill Apartments Inc. 50
years ago to provide housing for
low- and moderate-income families displaced by urban renewal.
And today, a 10 -member
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Herbert Chambers, chairman of the Zion Hill Apartments board of
directors, shares a moment with Shannon.

board of directors — ﬁve people from each church — still
oversees Zion Hill Apartments, whose units extend back
from the corner of Standish
Street and Brenner Avenue.
As pastor at Moore’s Chapel

Today’s forecast

in 1968, Shannon joined the Rev.
Herman L. Anderson of Soldiers
Memorial as founding pastors
for the apartments.
Shannon and his wife, Mildred, drove from Silver Springs,
Maryland, on Wednesday to

Deaths

take part in a rededication of Zion Hill, “because I have tracks
around this place,” Shannon
said.
“I don’t know what would
have prevented me from coming,” he added. “... Precious
memories ﬂood my mind.”
Because of the cold, rainy
weather, Wednesday’s rededication took place in one of the renovated apartments, a four-bedroom unit near the playground.
Those attending included
current Zion Hill board members and relatives of the original board members. Time was
taken to honor Shannon and the
late Anderson, who eventually
became a bishop in the AME
Zion Church.
The Rev. Dr. Derrick Anderson, son of the late bishop,
stood in for his father. It’s a
fateful twist that Derrick Anderson now serves as pastor of
Soldiers Memorial as his father
did a half century ago.
It’s not enough for Soldiers
Memorial and Moore’s Chapel

See Zion Hill, 4A

SALISBURY — A
killed Tuesday eveni
Road after she was
drunken driver while
mailbox, authorities s
The victim’s sister
her as a
w a r m hearted
person who
always put
her daughter ﬁrst.
According to the
N.C. Highway Patrol,
Sonya D
Tasheka
a Starb
Monique
who kne
Barnes, 29, custome
was travel- her sister
ing east on
Airport Road at 5:43 p
lost control of her 20
cord, crossed the cent
the left side of the roa
34-year-old Sonya Da

Se

Pedestrian
train was d
friend tells

Staff repor

KANNAPOLIS —
killed Wednesday m
he was struck by a tra
Avenue and D Street i
Ofﬁcials said the p
a friend were walking
11:30 a.m on the tracks
a nearby store.
The friend told Kan
Department ofﬁcers t
intoxicated and the v
able to get off the tra
saw a train traveling
The friend was not
The victim’s name
pending notiﬁcation o
Ofﬁcers are continu
tigation, but it appears
an unfortunate acciden

Powered by TECNAVIA

Classiﬁeds
Comics

9B
11B

Horosc
Opinion

Salisbury Post - 11/15/2018

Copy Reduced
to 87% from
 ìe THURSDAY,
NOVEMBER
15, original
2018 to fit letter page

Page : A004

Frances E. Thompson

Deborah

Cora Bell Cuthbertson

W. Hooker
brothers, P
of Salisbur
Gabrielle
Everhart;
and dear f
Service
p.m. and fu
Church, 71
eulogist. B
Hairston
Online con

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. –
Frances Elizabeth (Almond)
Thompson passed away on
Thursday, Oct. 4, 2018 at the
age of 89 years.
She was born on Sept. 7,
1929 in Salisbury. After completing high school in Salisbury, she received a Bachelor’s
degree from Meredith College
in Raleigh and a Master’s degree in Library Sciences from
Purdue University.
She is survived by her
daughter, Cheryl Seagren;
her son, Hannis Thompson
III; and their families.
Powles Staton Funeral
Home of Rockwell is assisting the family. Online condolences may be made at www.
powlesfuneralhome.com.
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From left, Mildred Shannon, the Rev. Dr. Vernon Shannon, the Rev. Dr. Derrick Anderson
and the Rev. Margaret Anderson celebrate Wednesday the 50th anniversary of Zion
Hill Apartments, established and overseen by a joint, nonproﬁt corporation formed by
Soldiers Memorial and Moore’s Chapel AME Zion Church.

Zion Hill
Continued from 1A
to help people reach heaven, Shannon said. They
also cannot ignore the
health, educational and
social needs of people on
earth.
Sha nnon said the
churches took a holistic
approach 50 years ago and
should continue that today.
“You must not underestimate the value of what
you’ve done here,” Shannon said. “Great things can
happen when institutions
cooperate.”
And cooperate with
God, he added.
Zion Hill Apartments
Inc. retired its original ﬁnancial obligation for the
complex on March 5, 2012.
In 2016, the board of directors approved the rehabilitation of the property and
submitted an application
to the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development for its OK.
The renovations began
in 2017 and were completed in August.
Herbert Chambers,
chairman of the Zion Hill
board, said the total cost
was about $4.6 million.
The renovations were done
section by section. Alternative places for families
were found when it came
time to rehabilitate their
apartments.

“We didn’t have to put
anybody out,” Chambers
said.
At present, 47 of the 50
units are occupied, according to Chambers.
Architect for the project was Clinton Gravely of
Greensboro. Multi-Family
Select Management Inc. of
Greensboro manages the
property for the Zion Hill
board.
Scott Neely of
Multi-Family Select said
e ve r y m e m b e r f r o m
both churches “were just
wonderful to work with”
during the renovations,
and he gave special credit
to Chambers.
“This man was there
every single time,” Neely
said.
Neely said the availability of affordable housing in
the country is decreasing
as housing authorities reduce their number of units.
“Can you imagine taking these 50 units away
from Salisbury?” Neely
asked. “What you have done here is buck the trend.”
Today’s board of directors includes Chambers;
Anderson, who serves as
treasurer; Dr. Bryant Norman, assistant treasurer;
Shirley Holt, secretary;
the Rev. Robert N. Kelley,
pastor of Moore’s Chapel;
the Rev. Mary Hardin;
Dorothy M. Gill-Smith;
Dr. Yvonne Tracey; Roy
Leazer Jr.; and Linda Mc-

Combs.
“We are very proud of
the apartments, and they
have made their mark on
Salisbury,” Holt said.
The original board included Shannon, Herman
Anderson, A.R. Kelsey,
C . H . Wa t s o n , I s a a c
Wilkins, Alexander Monroe, Isaac Miller, Allen
Mitchell, Ozell K. Beatty
and William L. Miller.
The complex has been
in place 50 years, but many people still don’t know
about the church partnership behind them, Holt
said.
Tracey referred to the
complex as “the City of
Hope.” As for the future of
Zion Hill, she said, “Let us
journey on.”
The Rev. Dr. Grant
Harrison Jr., presiding
elder for the AME Zion’s
Salisbury District, also
was on hand, called it
“a joyous occasion.” He
encouraged members of
both churches to tell their
story of partnership.
The city of Salisbury
issued a proclamation for
the rededication. During
his remarks, Shannon
commended the city for its
help at the time the apartments were built.
The land for Zion Hill
Apartments was bought
from Livingstone College.
Contact Mark Wineka
at 704-797-4263.
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CLEVELAND – Mrs. Cora
Bell Cuthbertson, 82, Cleveland, passed Sunday, Nov. 11,
2018 at her
residence.
Arrangements: Friday, Nov. 16,
2018. Visitation at 11
a.m. Service
at 12 noon,
A mbassadors for Jesus Christ Church,
Cleveland. Interment follows
in the church cemetery.
Boone-Carroll
Funeral
Home of Cleveland is assisting the Cuthbertson family.
Online condolences: www.
boone-carrollfh.com.
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Nettie Lee Rogers
SALISBURY – Nettie Salisbury,
Powles S
Lee Rogers, 87, of Salisbury
passed away Wednesday, ily. Online
Nov. 14, 2018 at the Lutheran home.com.
Home at Trinity Oaks. Arrangements are incomplete
at this time. Lyerly Funeral
Home is serving the Rogers
family. Online condolences
can be made at www.lyerlyfuneralhome.com.

Actress who
portrayed
Mrs. Oleson
dies at 93
The Washington Post
Katherine MacGregor,
an actress who brought a
touch of vinegar and villainy to the period drama
“The Little House on the
Prairie” and whose snobbish character, Harriet
Oleson, was often the comic
by TECNAVIA
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