Calendar At A Glance
Worship Services
Sunday, Sept. 2,
8:30 & 10:00 am
No “Live with Jesus”
Communion - Sept. 2 - both Services
Regular Hours Sept. 9, 16, 23, 30
Worship at 8:30 and 11:00 am
Live with Jesus at 9:45 am
Prayer Group - 6:15 pm - Wednesday
Sept. 5, 12, 19, 26
Faith Builders Class - 7:00 pm
Tuesday, Sept 4, 11, 18, 25
Men’s Open Bible Study - 6 :00 am -Wed.
Sept. 5, 12, 19, 26
Exercise Class - 2:00 pm
Monday, Sept. 10, 17, 24
Thursday, Sept. 6, 13, 20, 27
Sonlight Puppets - 6:00 pm
Thursday, Sept. 6, 13, 20, 27
Pastor’s Study - 7:00 pm
Tuesday - Sept. 4, 11, 18, 25
Meetings
Church Council - 6:30 pm
Wednesday, Sept. 19
Clergy Support - 9 am
Thursday, Sept. 13
Health Ministry - 6:30 pm
Thursday, Sept. 6
Lay Leadership - 7:00 pm
Monday, Sept. 10
Missions - 7:00 pm
Tuesday, Sept. 11
Outreach Committee - 7:00 pm
Tuesday, Sept. 11
SPRC - 6:30 pm,
Thursday Sept. 13
Trustees - 6:30 pm
Thursday, Sept. 20
Worship - 12:15 pm
Sunday, Sept. 16
Ride for the Refuge
Labor Day, Sept. 3
Preschool Orientation
Wednesday, Sept. 5
Lay Communion Servers Meeting
Wednesday, Sept. 12th, 7:00 pm
Preschool Board meeting
Monday, Sept, 24, 7:00 pm
Church Conference
Wednesday, Sept. 26, 7:00 pm
Epilogue - Wed., Sept.19, ,11:45 am at
Sugar n’ Spice Restaurant
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Lakewood United Methodist Church September 2018

A New Season
September marks the end of summer and the start of autumn
(fall). Some of the signs are shorter days and cooler temperatures; closing of the beaches and Waldameer while schools reopen. Groups (here at church and in the community) which took
summer breaks are starting up again.
At a recent funeral, as I listened to the pastor read Ecclesiastes
3:1-8, it clicked. The passage denotes the change of seasons,
but also the change in attitudes and behaviors. It really isn’t
about when the changes happen, it is the fact that they do.
Each of us have different timelines, but we all have them. For
each “there is a time to be born and a time to die.” We all have
times of crying and times of laughter, times when we mourn and
times when we dance.
Some of the other “times” in this passage seem different to me
this year. A number of once- hidden topics have been brought
into the public’s awareness. The “me-too” movement exposed
decades of abuse and harassment of women in the workplace
and showed us it wasn’t just in politics or show-biz, but everywhere there were men of power and women with less power.
The power of men over children has also been highlighted this
year. Bullying vs kindness is also being discussed. It appears
that many Americans are changing attitudes at the same time:
from a time to weep to a time to laugh; from a time to keep silent
to a time for speaking up; from a time of tearing apart to a time of
mending together and hopefully from a time to hate to a time to
love.
What changes will you make as the season changes?
Are you distant from the church? Now is a great time to come
back and bind together with other Christians.
Do you have family or friends who are disillusioned with their
church and no longer attend anywhere? Invite them to join you
(and all of us) at Lakewood UMC.
Are you considering becoming more involved at Lakewood?
There is plenty to do. Just ask Pastor Bob, any staff member or
one of the committee leaders. We can find a niche for you.
May this September give you time to reflect on this passage and
what time it is for you.
Blessings, Suzie Rosendahl
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PASTOR’S PAGE
“How’s it Going with Your Discipleship Plan?”

The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” Every local church is to
have a discipleship-making plan, which I have shared with Lakewood. By
it, we are all called to grow in our relationship with Jesus and in our faithfulness to follow His call to be disciples. At Lakewood, we’ve been using
Jim Harnish’s book/plan called “A Disciple’s Path: Deepening Your Relationship with Christ and the Church.” He defines a disciple as “a follower
of Jesus whose life is centering on loving God and loving others.” It’s a
process, not an event. It goes on for a life-time, until Jesus calls us home
to be with Him in Heaven. So, how’s it going on your journey?
There are several spiritual practices which change and develop as we grow in our walk with
Jesus. There’s prayer. Some people pray very formal prayers, ones that other people have written
for them. Others can pray spontaneously. As we grow in faith we will develop regular times and
places to practice praying, often beginning with a small group. As we grow, we may try different
types of prayer – conversational, contemplative, or silent prayer and also fasting. How is your prayer life growing?
Corporate worship is when we gather with other believers to pray and sing and to be nourished by the Word and the Sacraments. In the beginning we attend only occasionally. As our faith
grows, we attend regularly, several times a month, and we become familiar with the different elements of worship and the meaning of the sacraments. As we advance along the journey, it is rare
when we miss worship because it is such a formative part of our lives. We need worship for our soul
like the body needs air to breathe. Worship transforms who we are. It’s not just something we do,
it’s a part of who we are. How is your worship life changing?
Financial generosity is the giving of our money for the work of God on earth. As we begin our
spiritual journey we give occasionally, whatever we might have in our pocket or purse. As we grow
in faith, we develop a plan to give regularly, trying to give a certain percentage of our income each
month. As we mature in faith, we become regular tithers, giving to God 10% of our income. And as
God calls us into a deeper relationship with Himself, we find ourselves giving sacrificially, even beyond the tithe. How is your financial giving maturing?
Participating in a small-group community is another spiritual discipline. At first, a Christian
may attend a newcomer class, an exploring-the-Christian faith class, or some other low-commitment
group. As we grow in faith, we may become part of an accountability group which meets regularly
for fellowship, Bible study, service and prayer. As God leads us into deeper faith, we find ourselves
leading groups and guiding others, and being nourished by a spiritual mentor or director. What is
your participation in small groups like?
Friends there are other spiritual disciplines, which I’ll talk about another time. For now, I pray
that you are pressing forward on the journey of faith.
Peace,
~

Pastor Bob

Holy Communion: Holy Communion will be celebrated on September 2 nd. Communion will be
served in the pews and we will all commune at the same time. Prayer and Anointing: will be offered after both services. We will have a brief prayer and healing service for anyone desiring prayers
and anointing for themselves or for others.
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Lakewood U.M.W. Rummage Sale
The second and final rummage sale for the year was another success
for the women of Lakewood. The total amount raised is $2300, with
more to be collected! We would like to give a special "shout out" to
Dan Thompson who goes way above & beyond for us at every sale, the
Fisher family who came in on Saturday afternoon & worked on clean up
and Marg & Rich Estes, the Bull family and their recruits for the Sunday
clean up. U.M.W. is truly blessed to have all this help!
The Prayer shawl Team will meet on September 17th at 1:00 pm at Bev Shrum’s house. Want to
make shawls at home? Contact Bev Shrum at 833-1437.
UMW Ladies of Lakewood (LOL) invite you to join us! All are welcome-meetings are the 2nd Saturday of the month. The next meeting is September 8th at 9:00am in the Library. We are looking for
someone to be in charge of the annual Election Day Bake Sale. Please contact Sharon Swanson for
more details.
Would the members of the Outreach Committee
please give their receipts to Marty Reddinger at
our next meeting on Sept. 11 at 7 p.m.? I will
turn them in to Mary Alice for reimbursement. Thank you very much for your efforts !!

Thank you to the members of the Outreach
Committee for their work
and planning for this
year's Lakewood Park Party. Each one was inAnnual Lakewood Book Sale
volved in some way and the Park Party would
Attention all book lovers! Our annual Lakewood not have been the same without all of them.
BOOK SALE is coming soon. This is major fundThank you to all the Lakewoodians who
raiser for Faith Circle, which supports various
mission outreach projects during the year came and enjoyed the evening. More people
(college students, EUMA, etc.) You can donate from the neighborhood attended this year - a
used books anytime during September. No ency- great opportunity for outreach! It was a great
clopedias, or magazines, please. Any questions,
contact Maria Spicher at 814-397-8545 or party for all!
mspicher@roadrunner.com.

Book sale dates are:
Friday, October 5
Noon to 8:00pm
Saturday, October 6:
8:00am to 2:00pm

Blood Pressure Screenings

Anchors Away
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Thank you to the Lakewoodians who came to
cheer Nancy Lamana and
Marty Reddinger on during the Cardboard Boat Regatta. We appreciated your cheering and encouragement!

Offered between services on the second Sunday
of the month in the library. This month’s screenThank you very much to David Fresch, who
ing takes place September 9th. High blood pres- spent time designing the boat and helping us
sure (hypertension) is a silent killer and leading make the boat. It held up very well! Even with
cause of stroke. Take advantage of this free sermost of the weight toward the back of the boat at
vice to “know your numbers”.
the end of the race, we did not sink!!!!
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Opportunities to Learn , Serve and Enjoy
New sermon series and study
Children’s Group Leader Needed
group to begin:
at Asbury UMC
On September 2nd Rev. Lewis
will begin a new sermon series
Pre K to grade 5 to recruit, interact
entitled “Why?”.
with families, plan and coordinate
Based upon Adam Hamilton’s activities. Apply with resume and
best-selling book by the same
cover letter:
title, we’ll be addressing queshr16502@gmail.com
tions like these: Where is God
when the innocent suffer? Where
is God when my prayers go un- Many thanks to the people who
answered? Why is God’s will so gave to support both EUMA and
hard to understand? Why does
LUMC through Erie Gives:
God allow suffering? There will be copies of his book available for those who want to read all that he has to say. And Lakewood received $1,882.67 from
there will be a discussion group to meet with others as we 24 donors.
discuss these challenging questions. Meeting on Tuesday Erie United Methodist Alliance renights at 7pm in the library (Sept. 4, 11, 18, 25), we will watch ceived $47,860 from 242 donors.
a brief video clip and then discuss it. There will be a sign-up
God bless you, and thank you.
sheet in the narthex to receive a book and to indicate if you’ll
be a part of the discussion group.

Adult Horseback Weekend
at Wesley Woods!
REGISTRATION IS OPEN FOR THE ADULT HORSEBACK
WEEKEND AT WESLEY WOODS. The dates are Oct 5-7. If
interested, log on at www.wesleywoods.com and scroll down
to Register today. Deposit is $50. Speak with Jackie Garnon
if you have any questions.

Second Harvest Food Bank
Partners with Tracy Backpack
Program Again
Lakewood UMC is once again partnering
with the Foodbank to provide food for the Tracy Backpack
program. We will resume food-packing starting Wednesday
October 3. Schedules for all drivers and team leaders will be
posted each month in the newsletter along with weekly reminders in the bulletins. If you are interested in helping with
this ministry, please contact Maria Spicher for more information at 397-8545 or mspicher@roadrunner.com.
And do not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. Hebrews 13:16

CROP HUNGER WALK: Sign up
to walk in this year’s walk (Sept.
23rd). Sponsor forms can be obtained from Rev. Lewis, either in
person or email him or call him.
Help us put a dent in hunger in the
lives of our Erie County neighbors,
and our neighbors who live around
the world. You will literally be saving lives when you walk & raise
money by getting sponsors. Thank
you!

Fall worship hours begin on
September 9th, returning to
our 8:30 and 11:00 worship
times, with Sunday Morning
Live With Jesus at 9:45 am.
We will worship using
summer hours on
September 2nd
Don’t get confused!
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Alexandra Gilchrist
Elizabeth Gilchrist
Jamie Lewis
Errol Lim
Maggie Marsden
Jeremiah Bull
Phillip Lawton
Linda Offner
Neal Gerarde
Megan Lewis
Harold (Chip) Fried Jr.
Janice Day
Joyce Shaner
Stuart Enterline
Gleck Williams
Sharon Bisbee
Eric Bucheit Jr.
Timothy Keibler
Katrina Biggie
Emma Hess
Brenden Hoffer
Riley Kowalski
Mandi Rehder
Adrienne Hess
Suzan Glenn
Clifford Moon
Mary Smith
Jennifer Lyons
Mildred MacDonald
Lori Miller
Margaret Minnick
Matthew Renshaw
Heather Houston
Patricia Lasher
Louise Giddings
Janice Naglowsky
Daniel Goodman
David Adams
Zachary Barr
Nancy Pence
Sharon Pike
Pastor Robert Lewis
Wilma Moore Chisholm
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but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow
weary, they will walk and not be faint.
Isaiah 40:31 NIV

1-Sep
1-Sep
1-Sep
1-Sep
1-Sep
2-Sep
2-Sep
2-Sep
5-Sep
5-Sep
6-Sep
7-Sep
7-Sep
8-Sep
10-Sep
11-Sep
11-Sep
12-Sep
15-Sep
15-Sep
15-Sep
15-Sep
15-Sep
17-Sep
19-Sep
19-Sep
19-Sep
20-Sep
20-Sep
21-Sep
22-Sep
22-Sep
24-Sep
24-Sep
25-Sep
25-Sep
26-Sep
27-Sep
27-Sep
27-Sep
27-Sep
27-Sep
28-Sep

SERMONS ON LINE
If you missed a Sunday Worship Service, Pastor Bob’s sermons
are posted on our web site (www.lakewooderie.org). Go to the
home page and click on the “Home” button and a menu will drop
down. Locate the link “Sermons” and click on it and a list of sermons will show up. Find the Sunday date or the sermon title you
are interested in, click on it and the sermon will appear. You can
read it on line or print it out if you still enjoy holding paper in your
hand when you read, or if you’d like to share it with someone
else.
August 5 - ”Who Am I?”
August 12 - “Creed: I Believe in the Resurrection of the Body
and the Life Everlasting
August 15 - Guest Speaker
August 22 - Guest Speaker

Prayer Group
Lisa Medina is offering leadership for a group of people dedicated to prayer. They meet on Wednesday evenings at 6:15 in the
Prayer Chapel, accessed from the front of the Sanctuary through
the double doors on the right. Those who have attended report it
has been a true blessing. All are welcome, even if you haven’t
been there before. It’s a great opportunity to learn to pray, either by listening to others or by praying out loud yourself, though
no one is required to do so.
Michael Renshaw 28-Sep
Ruth Rhollans
28-Sep
Roy Blair
29-Sep
Alicia Chandler
29-Sep
Stefanee Ferrier
29-Sep
Mackenzie Chandler 30-Sep

Avg. Year-to-August Attendance - 163
Avg. August Attendance - 143

Joys and Concerns
If you would like a follow-up call
from the pastor or lay visitor after
sharing a joy or concern during
worship, please fill out the contact
card found in the pew and place it

Prayer Chain:
If you wish to have the prayer chain pray for someone,
contact Patty Lasher at 572-3202 or
sproutness@yahoo.com
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Happy September! We are very busy and so excited to be starting another great year at the preschool. Our enrollment is at a
comfortable number and we have 2 classrooms at full capacity. We also are welcoming new staff to the preschool this year. In September, the children will be
making new friends, learning about dinosaurs, and doing apple activities. Our three year old classes will also have a special day celebrating Clifford, the big red dog! Our Mommy and Me program
will be starting soon after preschool starts. If you know anyone who would like more information
about that program or the preschool itself, they may call us at 833-5787. Have a wonderful month!

Sunday morning “Live” with Jesus
Rally Day Open House
and
Pancake Breakfast
Sunday Morning….September 9th at 9:45 am:
Open House: Parents and youth report to designated grade level:
Pre School to 1st grade – Lower level, down hall last room on left.
2nd – 4th grade – 1st floor room 23
5th – 7th grade – 2nd floor top of stairs
8th – 12th grade – second floor, left on first landing, last room.
10:00 Teachers, Parents and Youth enjoy breakfast together
In Fellowship Hall until 10:45 AM

Breakfast provided
by
The Boy Scouts
(Donations welcome)
////////////////////////////////////////////
Fall worship hours: First Service 8:30 AM Second Service 11:00 AM
Sunday morning “Live” with Jesus 9:45 am
Third Grade Bibles will be presented during 2nd Service.
Join us to experience and know the love of Jesus Christ!
(Pancakes for others begins after First Service.)
September 14 is the 257th day of the year (258th in leap years) in the Gregorian calendar. There
are 108 days remaining until the end of the year. Hmmm…. I wonder how many days are left before
Christmas????
September 1741 – George Frideric Handel completes his oratorio Messiah.
September 1994 – The Major League Baseball season is canceled because of a strike.
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From the Health Team: A Message About Falls
Everyone falls: toddlers learning to walk, young children running too fast, youth and young adults in
sports activities and every age in everyday life. Falls are the leading cause of injury in adults 65 and
older, with more than 1/3 of that age group falling per year and are also the most costly injury. Every
17 seconds, an older adult is treated in an emergency room for injuries related to a fall. Broken
bones, such as wrists, ankles, hips; head trauma such as concussion; and dislocated bones such as
shoulders are among the most frequent injuries due to falls. Unfortunately, those who fall once are
2-3 times more likely to fall again. Death rates due to falls are increasing steadily as our population
continues to age.
So, what is a fall? That depends on who you ask. Some definitions require a person to land on the
floor. Others include supporting surfaces, such as a bed, chair or table. All definitions include the
fact that this is an unplanned or unexpected event.
Some of the major factors for falls include:
- uneven pavement or surfaces;
- slipping on loose rugs, icy or wet surfaces;
- cords and wires for our electronics;

Beware
of
Falls

- poor lighting;
-medical issues such as medication side effects, changes in vision, lower body weakness, foot pain,
balance issues.
Ways to prevent falls include:
- Have an annual physical and annual vision screening;
- Talk to your healthcare provider about their “fall risk”. Notify them if you have a fall or feel unsteady
walking or standing;
- Keep moving- sitting weakens your lower body muscles making falls more likely to occur. Some exercises to strengthen legs and improve balance include Tai Chi. As always, check with your doctor
before starting a new exercise program;
- Have your medications checked by a pharmacist or healthcare provider for side
Effects that affect your balance or make you dizzy or sleepy;
-

Keep your floors clutter-free;

-

Remove small throw rugs or tape them to the floor;

-

Install grab-bars in the bathroom next to and in the tub and next to the toilet;

-

Make sure the home is well-lit, especially stairwells;

-

Have handrails on all staircases;

-

If you have an assistance device, such as a cane or a walker, keep it close by so you don’t have
to walk without it.
Seek a physical therapy consultation if you have balance problems for advice and training on the
correct ways to rise from a chair or bed and strength & balance exercises you can do.

-

Faith Circle has a ministry for our college students.
If you have a student enrolled in college this year and would like us to support them, please forward
their mailing address so we can send them some goodies. We need their address by October 14.
Contact Maria Spicher at: 397-8545 or mspicher@roadrunner.com.
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We have said goodbye to some members and former members of our
Lakewood Congregation. Please keep their families and friends in your prayers.
Christian Prayers and sympathy are extended to the following:
Dolores V. Hooven
Passed on Sunday, August 5, 2018. A graveside service was held on Thursday, August 9, 2018
at Laurel Hill Cemetery. May God’s peace surround her family and friends who mourn her loss.
Delores was Lakewood UMC’s secretary for many years.
Charles Zebroski
Passed away August 8th, 2018. He served as the Minster of Music at First Baptist Church and at
Lakewood United Methodist Church. Charles was the Lakewood music director when Rev. Bob
Richards was pastor, until 1983. His wife Elizabeth was the cherub choir director at the church
and then taught Music at Westlake Middle School in the 1980s. Funeral services were held on
Saturday, August 11, 2018.
Edward Truchanowicz
Passed away on Friday, August 17, 2018. His Funeral Service was held at the Dusckas-Martin
Funeral Home on Tuesday at 10 am, conducted by Msgr. Daniel Magraw. Interment followed at
Wintergreen Gorge Cemetery, with military honors. May God be with his wife Bonnie and her
family as they honor the memory of Edward.
May God surround all of these persons with His love and care.

Lay Communion Servers Ministry Team
Lakewood is in the process of recruiting several volunteers to assist the
pastor and the lay visitor (Suzie Rosendahl) in delivering the sacrament of
Holy Communion to our homebound members. Please note that some of
you will be receiving an invitation to join this ministry. Training will be provided as well as an attractive case to carry the cups, bread and grape juice to
the homes. Please give prayerful consideration to this opportunity to serve
our Lord Jesus Christ.
Lay Leadership Committee
is hard at work

EPILOGUE LUNCHEON – JUNE 20, 2018

This year’s Church Conference is scheduled
for September 26th. The Lay Leadership
Committee will be making phone calls during
the month of September, to see who wishes
to remain on their current committee, and to
recruit new servants to fill the vacancies left
by those leaving or retiring from their current
positions. Please give prayerful consideration
if you are called to serve.

The Epilogue Group, for widows
and widowers who have lost a
spouse, will meet for lunch on
Wednesday, September 19,
2018 at 11:45 am at the Sugar
n’ Spice Restaurant in the Eagle
Hotel in Waterford, PA. Please call Louise Giddings at 838-2793 by September 14, 2018 to make
your reservation. Join us for good food and fellowship.

The decision to make Labor Day the first Monday of September was approved on June 28, 1894
Oregon was the first state to celebrate Labor Day as a legal holiday in 1887.
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Cleaning/flood buckets for UMCOR
Due to the great demand for flood clean-up buckets because of numerous floods around the country, the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), is asking for donations of cleaning buckets. The Lakewood Missions Committee will be coordinating a collection of supplies for the cleaning
buckets during September and October. The buckets and supplies will be delivered to the Eastbrook Mission Barn located here in western Pennsylvania.
If you are interested in helping with this effort, several empty buckets will be placed in the church
narthex for the donation of supplies. Complete cleaning buckets will also be accepted, so consider
making this a meaningful mission project for your family or group. (ask Chris Paul for complete
details before you begin).

Cleaning Kit (Flood Bucket)
These supplies enable people to begin the overwhelming job of cleaning up after a flood or hurricanes.
Cleaning Kit Value: $75 per bucket

Assembly & Shipping Instructions
Cleaning Kit Materials
One five-gallon round bucket with re-sealable lid (14.35” h x
12.19” w x 12.19” d)
No screw lids
May be used, but must be free from all residual product
Advertisements on the outside acceptable
One 32-64 oz. bottle liquid laundry detergent
One 16-40 oz. bottle liquid concentrate household cleaner
No spray cleaners
One 16-34 oz. bottle dish soap
One 4-8 oz. pump spray air freshener (three solid, or three gel fresheners also ok.)
One 6-14 oz. pump spray insect repellent (pack of 10-20 wipes also acceptable)
Pump spray bottles must have protective covers
18 re-useable cleaning wipes
One scrub brush
No terrycloth, microfiber or paper towels
With or without handle
Remove from packaging
Two pairs kitchen gloves
Five scouring pads sponges
Durable for multiple uses
No stainless steel pads with soap in them
Remove from packaging
Remove from packaging
One pair work gloves
36-50 clothespins
Cotton with leather palm or
One 50-100 ft. clothesline (cotton or plastic line)
all leather
A roll of 24 heavy-duty trash bags (33-45 gallon sizFive N95 particulate respirator
es)
dust masks (1-3 mm thickRemove from packaging
ness)
No surgical masks
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Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.......
2 Corinthians 9:7
Thank you for keeping Lakewood’s needs, community outreach and mission work in mind during these busy summer months. Lakewood will begin September with contributions being equal to expenses. If you recall, we began the year with a deficit of $13,000. Thank
you for your support and continued giving.
As well, please don’t forget the myLakewood Capital Campaign. Phase 2 projects have been chosen and will be completed as contracts are bid on and accepted.. Renovations will happen in the
Library, Church Office, Women’s and Men’s bathrooms as well as some updating and changes to
the hallway. If you’re not familiar with these rooms, take a walk down the hall. This will allow you to
get the ‘before’ version so that you can see the ‘after’ version once complete.
Pledges for 2018 are $74,000. Thus far, you've given $62,260 in 2018. Thank you for your continued commitment to this vital campaign. Please continue to make a difference for your church now
and for those attending Lakewood tomorrow.
If you have questions about myLakewood Capital Campaign, please see Bob Kostek, John Marsden
or Russ Fisher. If you have any questions about your commitment or other giving methods, please
send an e-mail to bkostek623@aol.com with the subject myLakewood.
Update thru Sunday, August 19, 2018:
Year to Date
*Received: $62,260
*Expenditures: $9090
Month to Date:
*Received: $1660
*Expenditures: $1000
The Campaign currently has $81,509 in the fund.

Youth Group
Youth Group; At the end of the school year, the Lakewood UMC Youth Group went on break during the summer. Attendance at youth group meetings was very low. Pam Anthony, Pastor Bob, the
senior high youth class teachers and the SPRC will be having a meeting after the newsletter is published to discuss how we wish to proceed. Suggestions from parents and youth are appreciated.
What would YOU like to see happen in the Youth Group? What would make you want to attend?
Church Conference:
Once a year, the local church is required by the UM Book of Discipline to have a meeting with the
district superintendent to review the state of the church. In recent years we have met with several
other churches in what is known as a cluster conference. This year, our new DS, Rev. Dennis
Swineford, has scheduled church conferences with as many individual churches as he could fit into
his schedule. Lakewood is privileged to have one of those meetings where we get to meet with him
in our own church without sharing the time with other churches. It is an opportunity for us to get to
know him and for him to learn about us and the wonderful ministry that is taking place at Lakewood
UMC. That date is Wednesday, September 26th at 7:00pm, meeting in the sanctuary for worship,
reports, voting on salaries and the new leaders for 2019, among other things. All are invited and all
are allowed to have vote. We hope you will attend and get to know our new DS. He is one step
away from the ear of the bishop if you have anything you wish to share.
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Food for Thought (Excerpted from a CNN Article)
A new Pew Research Center study offers a survey of 4,729 Americans telling us precisely why they do
(or don't) attend religious services.
Some of their answers are unsurprising. Americans who don't believe in religion don't often attend
church. Because duh.
But the survey complicates other stereotypes about Americans who rarely, if ever, attend religious services. As it turns out, they're all not atheists, or even members of the "spiritual but not religious" crowd.
Many say religion is important in their lives, and lean conservative, politically.
First, here are the top 10 reasons given by Americans who attend religious services at least once a
month, according to Pew. Survey respondents were allowed to give more than one reason. The percentage refers to people who said this was a "very important" reason for their decision:
 To be part of a faith community. (57%)
 To become closer to God. (81%)
 To continue their family's religious tradi So their children will have a moral foundation.
tions. (37%)
(69%)
 They feel obligated to go. (31%)
 To become a better person. (68%)
 To meet new people or socialize. (19%)
 For comfort in times of trouble or sorrow. (66%)
 To please their family, spouse or partner.
 They find the sermons valuable. (59%)
(16%)
African-Americans are more likely than whites or Latinos to say that becoming closer to God, being a
better person and finding spiritual solace in tough times are top reasons for attending religious services.
The weekly sermon is less a draw for Catholics than other Christians.
More women say there are a variety of reasons for going to religious services, while men more commonly say they sit in the pew to please their spouse.
A healthy slice of adults younger than 30 say they visit the sanctuary mainly to socialize. Perhaps coincidentally, they are also less likely than older churchgoers to say they feel God's presence at services.
Why are older people more likely to feel God at church? Is there something in our makeup that opens us
to religious experiences as we age? Or maybe more Americans are searching outside of sanctuaries for
the divine.
According to Pew, that was the top reason survey respondents gave for skipping regular religious services. Here's the whole list:
 They don't feel welcome. (14%)
 They practice their faith in "other ways." (37%)
 They don't have the time. (12%)
 They are not believers. (28%)
 Poor health or mobility. (9%)

No reason is "very important." (26%)
 They haven't found a house of worship they like. (23%)  No house of worship in their area (7%)
 They don't like the sermons. (18%)
The believers most likely to say they practice their faith in "other ways" aren't spiritual freelancers with a
disdain for discipline. They're Republican women in their 50s, and many of them are Christians.
Of those who believe in religion but don't regularly attend religious services, nearly 7 in 10 still identify
with a particular tradition, including 6 in 10 who say they are Christian.
More than half the people who believe but don't attend religious services regularly are women. Many say
they haven't found a house of worship they like and so practice their faith in other ways.
And why so many women failed to find a house of worship they like? More than 6 in 10 said it's because
they have poor health or difficulty getting around. More than half (54%) said it's because they haven't
felt welcomed by congregations.
That's especially true of African-Americans, both men and women, who are more likely to say they don't
go to religious services because they don't feel welcomed or there is no worship space in their area.
So, what does all this mean? American pastors, imams and rabbis have spent endless amounts of time
trying to cater to millennials' tastes, or at least what they perceive to be millennials' tastes: Coffee bars.
Hip young clergy. Mission trips to exotic locales. But this study suggests that there is an under-served
group of believers who seem like they'd actually like to go to religious services -- if only someone could
help get them there and welcome them when they arrive.
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