One of the great myths in America 


is that religion and politics are separate.  SLIDE
This confusion occurs 


because we often say we don't talk religion 


or politics at the dinner table.  

We also say 


religion is not allowed in politics in America 



according to the Constitution.  

We then use the tagline, SLIDE

“Separation of church and state.”  

However, 


this separation is a philosophical idea 



based off of two constitutional clauses, SLIDE



the Establishment Clause 




and the Free Exercise Clause.  

While this idea did not make it into the original constitution, 


the two clauses are from the Bill of Rights.  

The first amendment begins, 


“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 


or prohibiting the free exercise thereof;”  

The idea of separation of Church and State 


comes from these two ideas


and no religious test in the 14th amendment, 

but religion not being involved in politics


 is not what our Constitution prohibits.

What is more, 


it is not the reality that John was living in 



during the reign of Rome 


and it is not the reality we are living in either.  

During John's time, 


Emperor worship did not start with the various Caesars saying, 



“Worship me!”  


It actually came from the people.  SLIDE
Especially in Asia Minor, 


where the 7 churches are from, 

they wrote to Rome 


begging to build temples to honor Caesar.  
The question is why?  


Why would you want to build a temple to a man?  

From the big picture level, 


it seems silly.  

From a practical level, 


it makes sense.  SLIDE
If you curry favor with the person in charge, 


you have a higher likelihood



 of getting your projects approved 



or to receive special or prioritized funding.  

Human nature has not changed.  


We have elected 


or hired people at times, 



because they have the ear of the governor 




or a Senator.  

If we have a relationship with them, 


then our request for $10 million for rock slide prevention 



has a better chance of being funded.  

In order to survive and grow, 


we don't miss a chance to let our government official know 



that they are great 



and we would struggle 




or be lost without them.  

This is also how blasphemy occurs as well.  


Jesus pointed it out to the churches in chapters 2 and 3.  

The compromising of so many of the churches 


was what was hurting them.  

Ephesus fought false prophets, 

Pergamum had Balaam and the Nicolations influencing the church, 

Thyatira had Jezebel, 

Sardis had its reputation to uphold, 

and Laodecia had the wrong image of themselves

These compromises were at their door, 


because they had moved away from God being the center of their lives.

How far have we moved 


from God being the center of our lives?  

What are we creating 


so that something else besides God can be our savior?  
I am personally concerned SLIDE

about my health insurance in the coming year.  

As part of the high-risk population, 


without the coverage I currently have, 



things are going to be very expensive very quickly.  

So at times, 


I find myself promoting and debating people 



in favor of universal healthcare.  

The health coverage of Presbyterians 


is part of what orignianlly drew me to the denomination overall.  

At times, 


my attitude has been, 



this healthcare insurance is what is keeping me alive.  


I have sometimes elevated it to that level.  

When I do, 


I am blaspheming God.  

God is the one that keeps me alive, 


but I have given that power to a human institution.  

You may do something similar with your job, 


family, 


a community program 


or a myriad of other things.  

Darrell Johnson gives us a helpful self check 


to see if our religion has lost its way.  

He says, SLIDE

“When religion loses its way, 



it puts its trust in power, 



not in the living God anymore, 


but in the power of human institutions 



to save and heal the world.”

Now if you pay attention to almost any politicians campaign, 


they campaign on the promise that they, 



being in power, 


will save and heal the world 



within the power of their sphere.  

When we believe them, 


we are giving power to power.  

This is the purpose of the second beast.  SLIDE

Its' role 



is to get us to worship the first beast of the sea.  
It is imitating the Trinity, 


as the Holy Spirit constantly points us to the work of Jesus.  

So the Land Beast 


or bad religion 



points to the work of the Sea Beast 



or bad politics.

A key difference 


between good and bad religion 



is to look at their perspective.  SLIDE
Are they working from the perspective of the way things are 


in this fallen world 

or from the way things are supposed to be 


as Jesus showed us.  

Does our religion allow us to use violence to counter violence?  


That is a sign that we may not be following Jesus.  SLIDE
Jesus went like a lamb to slaughter 


when he stood before violence.  

I have had the scenarios thrown at me 


to question this perspective of the lamb.  

We look to the claim of self defense for using violence, 


protection, 


our right to live.  

All of these stand up well in the standards of human society 


and you are an upstanding citizen in that society 



for knowing and using them.  

The problem is, SLIDE

we are not viewing the world from God's perspective, 



but ours.  

We are being citizens of the world 


instead of the citizens of the Kingdom of God when we use that perspective.

The history of this church 


tells us that the Godly perspective changes our community.  

The after school program 

and summer camps that happen at the Rec Center, 


some of you started here in the 80s.  

The closest thing to a library during the gold rush


was operating out of our church in 1901.  

In the coming year, 


the Senior Lunch might move to a new location.  
All of these changes are okay.  


It means that the world is finally seeing the wisdom of the Kingdom of God 



and adopting it.  

Which means we can move onto a new aspect of Kingdom life 


to introduce our community to.  

Our current work 


of having an Open Doors Ministry 



has been partially funded by the city at over $15,000 a year 




the last 3 years.


They are seeing the value of Kingdom life



and supporting it.

We need to keep finding ways to demonstrate the Kingdom Life 


because the worldly life just doesn't work.  

Power consumes power 


until there is nothing left.  

That is why Jesus tells John 


people will be marked with a sign.  

While a science fiction writer SLIDE

and conspiracy theorists have all kinds of fun explanations 



for what this sign might be, 


it is a sign that has been happening since Roman times.  

Remember, 


the followers of Jesus are also marked with a sign, 



the Holy Spirit.  


While there is no immediate visible sign of the spirit on any one of us, 



it can quickly become visible 




when someone observes our character.  

Earlier, 


we were told followers of Jesus received the name of Jesus upon them.  Throughout scripture, SLIDE

name equals character.  

So all who do not follow Jesus 


will also be marked with a sign, 


or their character will show who they worship.  

In the Roman world, 


if you were not part of the guild that worshipped idols and false Gods, 



you did not have work 



and had no money to buy things.  

In our modern world, 


our caring for others limits our buying power as well.  

We can't spend that money on ourselves if we are supporting the needs of others.

Now as for the number 666 that we need to be wise about 


and calculate 


or solve the meaning of, 



we again get too wise in a number of places.  

We have tried everything 


and 3 at least rise to the surface regularly. 

Gematria, 


using numbers to represent letters 


and coming up with all kinds of people, 

Triangle numbers 


which point to the beast himself.  

Finally the one we have been using for all numbers in Revelation, SLIDE

symbols.  

The number 6 is just shy of perfection.  


666 is completely, 


absolutely, 


without a doubt not perfect.  



It is completely imperfect.  

Rabbis considered 6 the number of incompleteness because it was one short of 7.  


Is that not what we have seen 



as we have looked at this unholy Trinity of Dragon, 




Sea Beast, 




and Land Beast?  

They are like God, 


but not God.  

They always seem to be one short 


of doing what God does.  

They have power, 


but use it differently.  

They have words, 


but lead people astray.  

They have the signs and symbols, 


but they are pointing to something else 



other than the living God.

A key grammar note SLIDE

that not all translations make clear on this number.  

The NIV says 666 is man's number.  

The NLT says “number of a man” 


and then has a asterix, saying, 



“Or of humanity.”  

They make this note, 


because there is no preposition in the greek.  

It is humanities number, 


not a single man's number 



that we need to figure out the name of.  

Humanity 


by ourselves, 



we are incomplete.  

The beast does not want us to worship the one who would make us 777 


and who is then 888 themselves



perfect plus.  

If we are living a life dependent on man and man alone, 


we have the number of humanity upon us, 



666.  

It is incomplete 


and it is exhausting.  

We can do everything in our power 


and it still is not enough.  

When we put anything besides Jesus 


and the Triune God 

as the focus of our life and salvation, 


we are going to find it almost works, 



but not quite.  

It is one short.  


666 is fail, fail, fail.  

With Jesus we get 888, 


never fails, 


never fails, 


never fails, 

because he completes man back to the way we were supposed to be and then some.  

We can't get there without Jesus.

So be aware that Jesus and the Holy Spirit are in both your politics 


and your religion.  

Not even the Bill of Rights 


actually keeps them out.  

The only way our politics are going to be any good, 


is if we look to Jesus.  

The only way our religion is going to be complete, 


is if we let the Spirit point us to what Jesus would do, SLIDE
and we start from the way we ought to do it, 


instead of the way it is done.
