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I feel like I have been in a time warp since our meeting in November. I left the morning 

after to be with my daughter, who was ill and returned the day before Thanksgiving. I left 

again for a much happier time, just after Christmas returning January 6th, after spending 

time with my three children and their families. I was home just in time to send out the 

Call to Meeting. Whew!! 

The November activities went on without me. Many thanks to everyone who made them 

work. DCCW was well represented at the Vocations Promoter Workshop on November 

15th. We will hear more about this in the future. Adoration Across the Nation at St. 

Joseph the Worker could not have taken place without the hard work of Susan 

Espinoza, Deacon Sunday Espinoza, and Fr. Eleazar Silva The reception for the 

Transitional Deaconate Ordination went off without a hitch thanks to Gaylynn Huffman, 

Susan Porter, Mindy Allen, Joan Simard, and Tish Ramos. We received a heartfelt 

“thank you” from the diocese. 

January is widely recognized as "Pro-Life Month" or "Sanctity of Human Life Month,"  
a time for prayer, advocacy, and awareness activities centered around the Catholic 

Church's "Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children" (January 22) and 

related events like the National March for Life, focusing on ending abortion and 

promoting a culture of life. Our diocese has three events/activities that warrant our 

attention and participation. The Mass for the Unborn, Friday, January 23rd, 6:00 p.m. at 

the Cathedral of the Madeleine, Saturday, January 24th, March for Life on the South 

Steps of the Utah State Capitol and the 9 Days for life Novena, January 16th-24th. 

Please make plans to participate in one of these events and show your DCCW/NCCW 

Colors (your scarf). The flyer with more information was sent to you earlier this month.  

The next and biggest task at hand is our 2026 DCCW Convention April 18-19 at the 

Little American Hotel.  “The Call to Convention” will be distributed in the next couple of 

days and will have all the information you need to promote our convention. We have a 

great list of speakers: Keynote-Maria Miller, Guest Speaker-Carol Ruddell, Service 

Commission-Mary Ellen Dworshak & Sister Germaine Sarazzin D. C., and Spirituality 

Commission-Amy Kennedy.  I hope you will all make every effort to get the word out and 

make this a great success.  

As we bid adieu to Advent, Christmas, New Year’s, and Epiphany, we will be entering 

the time of Lent. While some look at these 40 days as a time of suffering. I challenge 



you to look at them as a time of spiritual renewal, refreshment and an open mind to 

heed the call of Jesus to love and support one another. Below is an exert from Pope 

Leo’s homily at the Mass of the extraordinary Consistory. While meant for the college of 

Cardinals, there is something in it for us to ponder. 

St. Leo the Great taught that “it is a great and very precious thing in the sight of the Lord 
when the whole people of Christ apply themselves together to the same duties, and all 
ranks and orders … cooperate with one and the same Spirit.” In this way, “the hungry 
are fed, the naked clothed, the sick visited, and no one seeks his or her own interests, 
but those of others.” 

Certainly, we stand before a “great crowd” of humanity hungry for goodness and peace. 
In a world where satisfaction and hunger, abundance and suffering, and the struggle for 
survival together with a desperate existential emptiness continue to divide and wound 
individuals, communities and nations, we may feel inadequate. Faced with the words of 
the Master, “You give them something to eat,”, we too might feel, like the disciples, that 
we lack the necessary means. Yet Jesus repeats to us once more, “How many loaves 
have you? Go and see.” 

This is something we can do together. We may not always find immediate solutions to 
the problems we face, yet in every place and circumstance, we will be able to help one 
another – and to find the “five loaves and two fish” that providence never fails to provide 
wherever his children ask for help. When we welcome these gifts, hand them over, 
receive and distribute them, they are enriched by God’s blessing and by the faith and 
love of all, ensuring that no one lacks what is necessary. 
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