MINUTES OF REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL
October 22, 2025
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Regular session of Borough Council convened at 6:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. Present were Councilors Michael Matlos, Elizabeth Lape, Tim Sloss, Michael Zrenchak, David Sowa, Janice Matyasovsky, Chris Ponchak, Solicitor Matt Racunas, Mayor Larry Sikorski and Borough Engineer Lou Corrales.

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

NICHOLAS MORANELLI III 810 VINE STREET: Mr. Moranelli expressed concerns about increased activity in the borough such as people picking through his trash and roaming around his residence and inquired about ways to enhance police presence. Mr. Zrenchak recommended that Mr. Moranelli meet with the police to discuss his concerns in more detail.

MARY BOUCHES 3248 OVERLOOK DRIVE: Ms. Bouches stated that she has a college degree and expressed interest in serving on the Planning Commission. She also noted that she was impressed with the number of grants the borough received and over $50,000 the borough secretary, Rachael Waltonbaugh saved on the insurance policy renewals. Mr. Zrenchak advised forwarding her information to Council so that they can discuss her potential appointment with the Planning Commission at the workshop on December 3, 2025.

GLORIA DUVAL 3334 ORCHARD DRIVE: Ms. Duvall asked why the invoices paid by the borough were not included with the agendas. Borough Secretary Rachael Waltonbaugh informed her that the invoices will be attached to future agendas and that she would provide Ms. Duvall with copies of the invoices from this evening before she leaves the meeting.

BLIGHT COMMITTEE: Amanda Rausch
Mrs. Rausch provided an update on the Little Free Library boxes, noting that they are nearly completed and will soon be ready for painting. She reported that several boxes of donated books have already been collected for the libraries. Mrs. Rausch also stated that they have been reviewing the ordinances to identify any potential revisions to recommend.

PROPERTY:  Chris Ponchak 
No Report. 
POLICE, FIRE and EMS:  Michael Zrenchak
Chief Derr read the Fire Department Report for September 2025 submitted by Fire Chief Corey Derr: 

	
	Building fire							3
	Cooking fire, contained to a container			1
	Cover assignment, standby, move up				1
Dispatched and cancelled en route				6
Gas leak (natural gas or LPG)					1
Lock-out							1
Good intent call, other						1
Medical assist, assist EMS crew				1
Motor vehicle accident with injuries				1
Smoke scare, odor of smoke					2
			Total Incidents			           18


Mr. Ponchak read the EMS Report for September 2025. There were 20 EMS Calls, and the average response time was 9.3 minutes


Chief Ralph Marsico submitted the Police Report for September 2025.

	
	911 Open line							1		
	Business Check Watch					1
	Check the Welfare						2
	Disabled Vehicle						1
	Harassment Report						1
	Hazardous Road Conditions					1
Intoxicated/Chemically Impaired				1
Lockout/lockin residential building				1
Medical							7
Message Delivery						2
Minor traffic violation						1
Mischief							1
MISC-Urgent request						1
Motor Assist							1
Natural Gas Smell – leak outside				1
Non Dangerous Animal					3
Nuisance							1
Other								1
Overdose							3
Past Assault							1
Past Fraud							1
Past Sex Assault – child					1
PFA Service							1
Physical Domestic Disturbance				5
Physical Family Disturbance					1
Police Park and Walk						2
Psych – violent & weapons					2
Residential Burglary						1
Road Hazard							1
Suspicious Circumstance					2
Suspicious Person						1
Theft 								2
Threat – Just Occurred					1
Threat – Just Occurred – weapon				1
Traffic Complaint						1
	Traffic	Enforcement Request					1
	Traffic Post – police						5
	Traffic Stop						           53
	Transport							1
Unknown Trouble						1
Unwanted Person						1
Vehicle Lockout						1
Verbal Disturbance						4
Verbal Domestic Disturbance					3
Verbal Family Domestic					1		
	Warrant Service						2
	Weapon Incident Just Occurred				1
	Welfare Check						1	
                                        Total Incidents			          130

Chief Marsico let everyone know we are on track to get the Axon cameras installed in the police cars December 9, 2025. 

Also, Liberty Borough Police Department is currently looking to hire more part time police officers as well as starting a crime watch program.

Chief Marsico addressed the recent incident involving the man on the motorcycle who was shot and killed in White Oak. Because the individual was a resident of Liberty Borough and belonged to a motorcycle club, there is concern about possible retaliation within the borough. Chief Marsico reported that he has reached out to several larger agencies for assistance and this is being worked on but is a confidential police matter and not open to the public for discussion.

Mr. Zrenchak reminded everyone of the importance of calling 911 to report any police issues, both emergency and non-emergency immediately.  



LEGISLATION:  Janice Matyasovsky

No Report.



PARKS & RECREATION:  David Sowa

Halloween will be celebrated in Liberty Borough Friday October 31, 2025. There will be gold coins, snacks and drinks passed out and will start at 5:00 PM.

There will be three houses to be picked for our decorating contest. 

Mr. Sowa let everyone know we need volunteers for Light Up Night December 13, 2025. 

Just on the agenda so not forgotten about: Liberty Roadside Market September 27, 2025; Halloween, October 31, 2025; Light Up Night December 13, 2025.



HEALTH & ORDINANCE: Chris Ponchak 

Motion to advertise the Borough of Liberty Poultry Ordinance 2025-02.

Motion:  Mr. Matlos 	Second:  Mr. Sowa
	All in favor. Motion carries.




LIGHTS:  Michael Matlos

No Report.



FINANCE:  Michael Zrenchak

Motion to advertise with the intent to adopt the 2026 Budget. 

Motion:  Mr. Matlos 	Second:  Mr. Ponchak
	All in favor. Motion carries.



Motion to advertise with the intent to adopt the 2026 tax rate ordinance at 9 mills. This will be a 1 mill increase.

Motion:  Mr. Matlos 	Second:  Mr. Sowa
	All in favor. Motion carries.



Motion to Pay: Bills for Ratification in the amount of $   413,902.47   and List of Bills to Pay     $ 33,095.32.
	
Motion:  Mr. Matlos 	Second:  Mr. Ponchak
	All in favor. Motion carries.



PERSONNEL:  Tim Sloss

Motion to accept the resignation of Officer Christopher Adams effective October 3, 2025.

Motion:  Mr. Matlos 	Second:  Mr. Ponchak
	All in favor. Motion carries.



STREETS AND SEWERS: Tim Sloss

No Report.



MAYOR’S REPORT:  Larry Sikorski, Mayor 

Mayor Sikorski reported that Chief Marsico had to destroy certain evidence and noted that he has a list of the items that were destroyed, available for anyone who wishes to review it.



SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  Mr. Racunas

No Report.





ENGINEER’S REPORT:  Lou Corrales

2025 GEDTF – Liberty Borough Storm Inlet Project
· Scope: Replacement of 23 aging and deteriorated storm inlets to improve stormwater drainage, reduce flooding, and protect roadway integrity.
· Benefits: Meets current safety and environmental standards, improves public safety, and extends infrastructure lifespan.
· Status: Grant application submitted.
Budget:
· Construction – $176,500
· Engineering – $17,650
· Administration Fee – $3,530
Total Project Cost – $197,680
CD 51 – Paving Project
· Streets applied for: Spring Street, Memory Lane, Jeffrey Drive, Short Street
· Grant Award: $40,000 received
· Action Needed: Council discussion on how to proceed with project scope and matching funds.
Guiderails – Glenn Avenue to Liberty Way
· Status: Notice to proceed was sent out
· Contractor: Green Acres
· Guide Rail Bids were opened on Monday September 22nd Green Acres was the only bid $38,428.00 
2024 Act 152
· Liberty Borough Has been awarded $81,000 for the following properties 
· [bookmark: _Hlk207106872]2720 Washington Blvd. 201 Latrobe St. 309 and 221 South Allegheny Dr.

2024 LSA – Municipal Building Renovations
· Application submitted for renovation of the Borough Building and EMS Building
· Requested Grant Amount: $368,550.00


2024 GEDTF – 179 Community Building Improvements
· Awarded Amount: $50,000
· Bids Opened: July 8, 2025
· Contractor Awarded: Plavchak Construction – $46,800.00

This project is currently under way. 

GTRP Park Grant – Lou Wunderley Park
· Purpose: Parks, Recreation, or Trails improvements
· Status: Glenn Engineering has Submitted the grant application
· Requirement: 15% matching funds

PA Small Water & Sewer Grant
· Application Submitted: By April 30, 2025 deadline
· Project Scope:
· Replace concrete storm vault at Elizabeth Street
· Replace 603 lineal feet of 48” storm sewer pipe and manhole
· Maximum Allowable Project Cost: $500,000
Budget:
· Construction – $424,700
· Engineering – $42,470
· Administration – $8,494
· Contingency – $21,235
Total Project Cost – $496,899
· Reimbursement: All above costs are eligible
· Match Requirement: 15% minimum
· Borough Commitment: $100,000.00 (20.2% match) to improve grant award chances



OLD BUSINESS:
No Report.



NEW BUSINESS:

Motion to ratify paying the McRo invoice in the amount of $5,090.00 to perform work on the gasoline tank at the borough garage to pass inspection.

Motion:  Mr. Matlos 	Second:  Mr. Ponchak
	All in favor. Motion carries.



CORRESPONDENCE:

Motion to accept the typed minutes from the September 24, 2025, regular meeting.

Motion:  Mr. Matlos		Second:  Mr. Sloss
	All in favor. Motion carries.


Next meeting dates/times:  Workshop Session Meeting – Wednesday, November 5, 2025 at 6:00 pm, and the Regular Session Meeting -- Wednesday, November 19, 2025, at 6:00 pm.


Motion to adjourn.

Motion:  Mr. Matlos 	Second:  Mrs. Lape
	All in favor. Motion carries.


Meeting adjourned at 6:26 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by:
Rachael Waltonbaugh
Secretary/Treasurer	
