Calendar At A Glance
8:30 and 11 am - Worship Services
Anointment and Communion
9:45 am: Sunday School for all ages
Nursery care for both Services & Sunday School
12:00 pm - Youth Group
Undecorate the Sanctuary
January 5:
7:00 am - Faith builders
6:30 pm - SPCR Meeting
7:00 pm - Missions Meeting
January 6:
9:30 am - Woman’s Bible Study
6:30 pm - Youth Group - Backpacks
7:00 pm - Health Ministry Meeting

Lakewood Window

January 3:

January 7:

7&8:00 pm - Bell & Chancel Choirs
7:00 pm - Praise Choir Practice
January 10:
8:30 and 11 am - Worship Services
9:45 am: Sunday School for all ages
Nursery care for both Services & Sunday School
12 Noon - Celebrate Lakewood
Luncheon
January 12:
7:00 am - Faith builders
January 13:
9:30 am - Women’s bible Study
7:00 pm - Evangelism Committee
January 14:
9:00 am - Clergy Support Group
6:30 pm - Trustees Meeting
7:00 pm - Praise Choir Practice
7 & 8:00 pm - Bell & Chancel Choirs
January 16:
12 Noon: Epilogue Millcreek Brewing Company Restaurant
January 17:
8:30 and 11 am - Worship Services
9:45 am: Sunday School for all ages
Nursery care for both Services & Sunday School
12 Noon - Youth Group
12:30 pm Worship Committee Mtg
January 19:
7:00 am - Faith Builders
January 20:
9:30 am - Women’s Bible Study
11:30 am - 12 Noon: Epilogue Mill
creek Brewing Company Restaurant
January 21:
7&8 :00 pm - Bell & Chancel Choirs
8:00 pm - Chancel Choir
January 23:
1:00 pm - Church Bowling B
January 24:
8:30 an 11 am - Worship Services
9:45 am - Faith Share Sunday
School for all ages
Nursery care for both Services & Sunday School
12 Noon - Youth Group
January 26:
7:00 am - Faith Builders
January 27:
9:30 am - Women’s Bible Study
7:00 pm - Preschool Board Mtg.
January 28:
7 & 8:00 pm - Bell & Chancel Choirs
January 31:

8:30 an 11 am - Worship Services
9:45 am: Sunday School for all ages
Nursery care for both Services & Sunday School

©
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January, 2016

2016 Another Year Begins
Every year, about half of us make New Year’s resolutions.
Within 2 weeks, 30% of those people have broken their resolution. By June 30th, less than half are still keeping them. Losing
weight, exercising more and smoking cessation are the top 3
resolutions made, but others include managing money better
and reducing debt.
There have been many studies done on why we make resolutions and why half of us fail to keep them. The bottom-line
seems to be that we make unrealistic goals. Why make a resolution that you will fit into clothes 3 sizes smaller than you currently wear or that you will exercise every day? Those resolutions are harder to keep than if you resolve to lose weight, maybe one size at a time, or to exercise more often. You are more
likely to succeed if you keep it realistic. Also, we think if we slip
once, it’s all over. The experts agree that we have to restart
working toward our goal after we have that piece of chocolate or
cigarette.
The Health Ministry Team of Lakewood UMC wants to help
support you if you are making a health-related resolution for this
year. Our goal is to provide information on health topics and
help that may make your life easier. One of our plans is to provide Health-related information in each week’s bulletin and each
month’s newsletter. Our team discussed several possible programs at our last meeting - not only what we can provide for the
congregation but for the community as well. It’s an exciting
time and we want and need your help.
Remember that survey about Congregational Talents that
was distributed at church and with a prior newsletter? We received about 25 responses but we average about 150-160 people each Sunday in worship. We know that more than 25 Lakewoodians have talents they can share to help our programs.
Our team is challenging you to make completing a survey your
first New Year’s resolution. (these are located on the Narthex
table) After all, it’s quick and simple and then you’ll have kept
one of your 2016 resolutions.
Later this month, we will be asking how we can help YOU.
Based on your responses, we will start setting up programs. For
example, one item on the talent survey asked if people were
willing to provide rides to church to other members of the congregation. We have several willing drivers already. The second
survey will tell us what kind of need there is for that type of ministry. Once we determine if the need is present, we will arrange
for the drivers and people wanting a ride to make connections.
Please help us help YOU.
Have a wonderful, blessed 2016.
Suzi Rosendahl
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
2016 is a new year. While the Church Council didn’t set any
New Year’s resolutions for itself, the council has been busy preparing
goals for Lakewood UMC to work on in the coming year. Goals give
us focus and perspective. They keep us working to make improvements and to grow both spiritually and as a congregation. The church
goals will require a broad base of support. We will not be able to
meet or accomplish our goals if we assume that someone else will do
the work. This year we plan to:

1. Create a committee to explore and utilize the MissionInsite website to learn more about the demographics surrounding Lakewood UMC. (Pastor Bob to lead)

2. Complete the installation of the new sound system and continue plans to remodel the Fellowship Hall.

$7,500 needed from the congregation to finance the sound system, and additional money to be raised for the
Fellowship Hall. (Trustees and Finance Committees)

3. Hold a picnic in a park followed by a prayer service (optional). July 10th at 5pm. Place to be determined.
Seeking leadership from the congregation.

4. Hold a Rock-the-Park type event in late August. (To coincide with the community outreach planned by

Unified Erie to inform the Erie area that “If You Could Do One Thing,” - one hour of organized religious activity makes a difference in children and youth’s lives). Possibly work with the Lakewood Association. Needed:
leaders to make this event happen. Form a committee of leaders.

5. Grow the health ministry. (referred to the Health Ministry Team)
6. Develop an electronic outreach ministry. (Live Streaming, Twitter, record and post audio recordings of
Sunday sermons, etc.) Needed: someone with tech and media skills.

7. Hold some small group Bible studies in people’s homes. Any volunteers to lead?
8. Develop a ministry of wheels to provide rides for people to church and/or to grocery store or doctor’s appointments. (Health Ministry Team)

9. Take a bus trip to Sight and Sound Theater. (Curt and Maria Spicher to lead)
10. Have a traditional Bible study at church, led by the pastor.
11. Develop and strengthen our prayer ministry (several small groups as well as advertise the Prayer Chain).
12. Form a task force to investigate alternative youth worship possibilities, for example a coffee-house style
with Christian bands. (Marty Reddinger)

13. Host more movie nights utilizing the Star Wars series, involving costumes if people desire, with discussion to follow. (Evangelism Committee)

14. Update the prayer list in the bulletin (office staff).
15. Develop an after-school program for children/youth. (Needed: a leader and large number of volunteers.
(Maria Spicher to investigate)

Offer alternative summer Sunday school programs. (Pam Anthony)
So, here’s to a happy New Year filled with ministry and service opportunities for all.
Please keep these goals in prayer, and ask God where you can offer your services. Together we are the
Body of Christ. Amen? Amen!
~ Love in Christ, Pastor Bob
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Holy Communion:
Holy Communion will be celebrated on January 3rd.. We will receive the sacrament up front, with the
communion servers handing us the cup and bread. If you are not able to come forward, let an usher
know and the sacrament will be brought to your pew.
Prayer and Anointing:
will be offered on January 3rd. After both services, we will have a brief prayer and healing service
for anyone desiring prayers and anointing for themselves or for others.
Prayers and Sympathy: to the family of John Kinsinger who went home to be with the Lord on
November 29th. A private, family graveside service was held at Erie County Memorial Gardens,
Rev. Bob Lewis officiating on December 2nd. The memory of the righteous is forever blessed.
Peace and comfort to all who knew John.
Prayers and Sympathy: to Cathy Fischer on the passing of her mother Lucille Fischer. Lucille passed away on December 12, 2015. May God grant her friends and family peace.
Thank You
Thank you so much for your prayers, cards, concern, calls and love you have given me during this
broken-hip time! Thanks also to you, Pastor Bob and Nancy for your visits with prayer during my
hospital stay. Hope to be back soon. I am doing well at Bea’s. God bless each of you.
Love and Prayers,
Mary (Geib)
A Special "Thank You" to all the Sunday School classes who helped to make our "Christmas Mission" project a grand success. We had two car loads of boxes of gifts to present to the residents of
Pleasant Ridge Manor to be opened at their Christmas Party. They were extremely thrilled to receive the prayer shawls that Bev Shrum added to our collection!

Pictures of the Christmas Mission boxes we delivered to
Pleasant Ridge.

LeeAnn Krahe from Pleasant
Ridge, holding one of our
Christmas Mission boxes.

Praise Choir will be rehearsing Thursdays, January 7th and 14th and then leading worship on January 17th. If you value this style of music, we need your presence to support this choir. Hope to
see you at practice!
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Worship
We do it every Sunday. Twice! But do you really think about it? We come together and greet our
friends, look around to see “who’s here”, listen to the organ and piano or bells, notice how the
sanctuary looks, and oh, yes – worship our God. Worship is not about traditional, contemporary or a
mixture. Worship is not about whether we kneel, sit, stand, fold our hands or raise them up in the
air. It's not about whether our eyes are open or closed. Actually, it is not about us at all.
Frankly, worship is not about us...or what we can "get" out of it. Worship is a choice we make, an
action we take, and it does not need anything but our willing heart connecting to God’s willing heart.
It’s one-on-one, heart-to-heart, and it matters not who you are, where you are or whom you are with
or if you are alone. Give God your undivided self – open your heart and mind, honor him, give him
his glory, speak your heart and your mind, express how you feel and most importantly, listen for His
response.
Our God is amazing! He can do everything! Nothing for him is impossible. Just give your all to him.
Adapted from Sheila Mills

Do you feel overcommitted? Over-connected? Over-burdened? Then you're likely also overwhelmed! Our
lives today are full, but, oddly, our souls are empty. We ache for a respite, relief, and rest for our deep weariness.
Start 2016 by being intentional about finding rest in your soul! You’re invited to
sign up for the “Dare to Rest Challenge”, beginning January 1st, and get access
to 4 free video lessons about how to defeat the enemies of rest with Vicki Courtney, author of the new book, Rest Assured.
When you sign up you also get 5 prayers for
rest and 3 printable Bible verses about rest helping to
remind you of the rest you can find in the Lord.
Or try the “What robs your soul of rest” study.
Join others in the faith community who are making the pledge to rest
more in 2016. (This may be the easiest and best New Year's resolution ever!)
Either of these studies could be used in a small group setting or as an individual
study. Why not take a look at these on line at http://www.faithgateway.com.
Consider finding a few friends and making a commitment for the new year.
Another Bible Study option is: 2016 DAILY BIBLE READING GUIDES:
The Conference Center will not offer printed copies of the Pennsylvania Bible Society’s 2016 Daily Bible Reading Guide this year. This guide will be available for
download in PDF form from the PA Bible Society website beginning Sat, Dec.
12th. Visit pabible.org.
Last Month: This person has been a member of the congregation for many years. He is very skilled at building - in fact, he
built the house where he presently lives. He has also built guitars
and designed and built model planes. He was trained to fly, but
does not have his pilot’s license. He also likes to fish for steelhead trout. If he could be reincarnated, he wants to come back
as an airplane!
Answer: Charlie Knight

Attendance:

The average worship attendance during the month of December was 165.
The average worship attendance for
the year is 160 (2014 was 158).
Christmas Eve - 148 (4 pm);
213 (10 pm)
(2014 was 120 and 261)
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Prayer shawl will meet at Bev Shrum’s house on January 11 and January 25 at 1:00
pm. Since 2007 they have given away 817 prayer shawls, which have been delivered all
over the US. If you would like to learn to knit or crochet, come to our meeting. We supply
crochet hooks, knitting needles, patterns and yarn, or you may make the shawls at home.
Contact Bev at 833-1437 to get the yarn. Thank you to those who make the shawls, and
to those who give money to buy yarn or supply yarn. Without you, this ministry would not
exist. God has greatly blessed this ministry, and many have felt the hands of God surrounding as they put the shawl on. This month prayer shawls were given to Sarah Reed
Retirement Center, Sunday School outreach to Pleasant Ridge and to the Joy Center outreach to people in nursing homes.
Are you interested in helping serve some of the poorest people in the
nation? We have 35 spots reserved for a trip to Red Bird Mission in
Beverly, KY from July 31-August 6th 2016. A meeting is scheduled during the Sunday school time January 10th at 9:45 sharp; location at the
church to be determined. If you are interested, please join us. If you
are interested but unable to attend the meeting, please notify Cindy
Brown, Red Bird Mission Coordinator by phone at 838-2683 or via email at
ccdsbrown@roadrunner.com.

&
Recycling Rewards Contest
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Red Bird Mission team is having a contest to see which Sunday school class can collect the
most aluminum cans. Contest will start January 10th and run
through March 20th. Please bring your cans into church and leave
them to be picked up in your classroom in the designated location
each week. The winning classroom will be announced on Easter
Sunday. Prize will be breakfast in class on April 3 rd and $50 to
spend as they choose as a reward for collecting the most cans. So
ask your family, friends, and neighbors to start collecting cans to
help your class be the winner.
Volunteers Needed to Help Staff the Overflow Shelter on Friday night, January 29th.
There is a great need for shelter to the homeless in Erie County. Our Neighbor’s Place
is an Overnight Overflow Shelter for the Homeless staffed by various churches in the
Erie area. United Methodist Churches are taking the 2-week span of January 27th to
February 10th using the space provided at First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant.
Some of the United Methodist churches are serving two nights.
We’re looking for volunteers for one night only, though you may certainly serve on other
nights as well. Call Chris Paul here at Lakewood to sign-up or to get more information (838-4767). We need 6 volunteers for the 7-11pm shift; 3 volunteers for the
11pm to 3am shift; and 3 volunteers to serve the 3am to 7am shift.
In addition, we need to prepare an evening meal to serve, and we need to serve breakfast (all cold foods, nothing is cooked).
Training will be available. You will also have the chance to shadow volunteers at First
Covenant “to see how they do things.” Call ahead to make arrangements.
If you can’t serve on January 29th but would like to serve another night, call Gail or Chris
Detar at 868-3545, or Lee or Becky Pomeroy at 838-2232.
“As you have done it for the least of these, you have done it for me.” – Jesus
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January Birthdays
Nancy Chenault
Samantha McClelland
Barbara Moore
Shannon Schmidt
William Smith
Paul Johnson
Susan Lee
Jim Sanford
Linda Brown
Brittany Hills
Craig Skellie
Richard Estes
Sarah Blystone
Louann Andrews
Chloe Bond
John Roemer Sr.
Karen Proper
Noel Kriess
Robert McNutt
Nicholas Belknap
Aaron Satyshur
Anthony Hess
Kathryn Moon
Angela Salamon
Logan Dunmire
Jamie Herrmann
Julia Roussos
Beatrice Smith
Isobel Mathis
Pamela Anthony
Robert MacDonald
Gail Skopow

1-Jan
2-Jan
2-Jan
3-Jan
4-Jan
6-Jan
7-Jan
7-Jan
8-Jan
8-Jan
8-Jan
10-Jan
11-Jan
13-Jan
13-Jan
13-Jan
14-Jan
15-Jan
15-Jan
16-Jan
16-Jan
17-Jan
17-Jan
18-Jan
23-Jan
23-Jan
23-Jan
23-Jan
24-Jan
28-Jan
28-Jan
29-Jan

Jessica Gerarde

31-Jan

All information and articles for the bulletin or newsletter should be sent to
Sharon Pike at shropike@verizon.net.
Please note that the receptionist
email address is no longer in use.
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have made known to me the path of life; you will fill
me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at
your right hand.
Psalm 16:11 NIV

We welcome these persons
to the professing membership of Lakewood UMC:
Curt and Maria Spicher
Malcolm and Linda Goss
JoAnn Lubak
We support these new members of our congregation
and encourage you to warmly greet them and welcome
them to our fellowship.
EPILOGUE MEETS JANUARY 20, 2016

Lakewood has a group, for widows and widowers, who
meet the third Wednesday of each month for lunch at various restaurants. If you are newly grieving, do join this
group who understands. But we are not a sad group! We
enjoy each other’s company and look forward to each
luncheon as we have such a fun time. On January 20,
2016 we are going to visit the Millcreek Brewing Company
Restaurant for lunch. If you wish to car pool we leave the
church at 11:45 a.m. Please see Karen Mencer or call
her at 573-356-8627 as reservations are a must.

Help us Un-Decorate the Sancatury on Sunday, January 3rd after the 2nd worship service. Many hands make
the work lighter and go faster. Your help is appreciated!

LAKEWOODIANS LUNCHEON
You are invited to a Celebration of Lakewoodians
Luncheon on Sunday, January 10, 2016, after the 11:00
worship service in Fellowship Hall. The menu is roasted
chicken, meatballs, cheesy potatoes, salad, rolls and
butter, dessert and beverage. It is being catered by
Theresa’s and served by members of Christ United
Methodist Church. The tickets are $ 9.00 each and will
be on sale after services in the narthex. This is a good
time for Christian fellowship and nourishment—don’t
miss it!
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Who are United Methodist Women?
We are women with a purpose! “United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know GOD and to experience freedom of whole persons through
Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship, and to expand concepts of
mission through participation in global ministries of the Church.” ALL Lakewood women
are part of the U.M.W.
PLEASE COME to your next meeting on January 9th at 9:30 in the Library!
Remember to reserve January 31st on your calendar for assisting U.M.W in serving a Sunday Supper at the Church if the Covenant. Sign up sheets will be in the narthex. This is a wonderful opportunity for fellowship and service!
Bowling The Evangelism Committee has scheduled a day for us to go bowling, as a fellowship
event and as an opportunity to invite a friend to join you (who may not have a church to attend).
January 23rd from 1-3pm, at Rolling Meadows Lane on Zuck Rd. Cost is $2.75 per hour, if we
have 20 people sign up to go. Sign-up sheets will be up soon after the new year. Stay tuned!
Tracy Backpack Schedule:
Jan. 6 - 6:30 pm Youth Team
13 -1:30 pm Sharon’s Team
20 - 6:30 pm Joyce’s Team
27 -11:30 am Sandi’s Team

Each week on Wednesdays, volunteers have
been packing 96 bags of food for students at
Tracy School. The food is picked up at the
food bank, delivered to LUMC, packed up on
Wednesday and delivered to Tracy on Thursday. Students take the food home on Friday
to give them something to eat on the weekend.

HEALTH AND WELLNESS MINISTRY: Feeling Blah and Bloated after the
Holiday? The Health and Wellness Ministry has the answer for you! Come
join us on January 12th (and every Tuesday thereafter), 2:00pm in Fellowship Hall, for exercise and a spiritual “cool down”.
“Beloved I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health,
even as thy soul prosperath.” 3 John 1 : 2
Need Help Paying Your Heating Bills? LIHEAP can help. LIHEAP is open. LIHEAPhelps.com or
National Fuel, 1-866-857-7095.
PENELEC, NATIONAL FUEL OR AMBIT? If you don't use these companies for your utility supplier, you may be paying up to double! Fred and Jackie Garnon (833-3267) are offering to look at
your bills to make sure you not with some other random company who may be charging you too
much. Give them a call or bring your bills to church.
The Cub Scouts have been busy this fall with lots of activities. Some of the boys
went to the Cleveland Zoo to sleep with wolves and get a behind-the-scenes look
at the zoo. All the boys worked hard selling popcorn this fall to raise money keep
the Pack running. Earlier this month the Pack caroled at St. Mary’s to help spread
the Christmas Spirit.
The Pack leadership also finalized the formation of Boy Scout Troop 104 chartered
by Lakewood UMC. This Troop will allow the Cub Scouts to continue their Scouting experiences through High School.
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SERMONS ON LINE

If you missed a Sunday Worship Service,
Pastor Bob’s sermons are posted on our web
site (www.lakewooderie.org). Go to the home
page and click on the “About” button and a
menu will drop down. Locate the link
“Sermons” and click on it and a list of sermons will show up. Find the Sunday date or
the sermon title you are interested in, click on
it and the sermon will appear. You can read it
on line or print it out if you still enjoy holding
paper in your hand when you read, or if you’d
like to share it with someone else. God bless!

Make Sunday School your first 2016
Resolution - Come feel the “Excitement of Sunday School” every Sunday at 9:45AM, right after
1st Service and just before 2nd Service! O Lord,
our God, how majestic is your name in all the
earth! You have set your glory above all the
heavens. Psalms 8:1. Keep the Hope, Love, Joy
and Peace of the Christmas Season alive and in
your heart all year through!

December Sermons :
Dec 6

“ God Is Dangerous”

Dec 13 - “God Is Jealous”
Dec 20 - “God Is Faithful”

"A spiritual lift comes when we allow the Lord
not only to enter the problem but also to carry the
burdensome weight of it."
Jan Dargatz

Dec 24 - “Christmas Stories”

**** Please Sign the Pew Pads. It Helps the Pastor in His Ministry. ****
The Person in the Pew
Do you know who this person is?
This member of our congregation hobnobs with some very well-known people.
For example, she once had coffee with
Gene Simmons (from Kiss), and appeared on stage with Smokey from
Smokey Robinson and the Miracles when
she was a homecoming queen candidate.
And, she also was the Mercer County
Boat Show queen. She has taught Sunday School for over 25 years. Oh, and
her breed of dog is also the state breed of
dog for Pennsylvania.
Do you know who this person is?

Sunday school
What is Faith Sharing Sunday ?
- A perfect time for 1st Service and 2nd Service members to fellowship together at
9:45am
- A time to hear about what our Sunday
School Classes are learning.
- A time to share how God is present in our
daily lives.
- A time to enjoy fellowship and Refreshments.
It takes place quarterly – The next Faith
Share Sunday is January 24th, at 9:45 in
Fellowship Hall. So mark your 2016 Calendars!

See you there……
"It is harder to hate a person after you have prayed for them. It is harder to curse someone after
you have asked God to bless them. Prayer pulls the sting of resentment."
E. Stanley Jones
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LAKEWOOD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Church Council
Wednesday, December 16th 2015

ATTENDEES: Pastor Bob, Doris Allen, Pam Anthony, Jackie Garnon, Sam Halsey, Bob Kostek, Errol Lim,
Chris Paul, Roger Pike, Bev Shrum, Curt Spicher, Maria Spicher and Sharon Swanson.
The meeting was called to order by Pastor Bob at 7:05 p.m.
Devotions and opening prayer were by Pastor Bob.
Motion to approve minutes from June 24th, 2015 made by Doris Allen and seconded by Sam Halsey.
Minutes were approved.
Old Business:
a. 2015 Goals-continue to explore data from MissionInSite and continue to support updating
of sound system and remodeling of Fellowship Hall
b. Review, refine and prioritize 2016 goals
1. Sing one non-traditional song each week in worship-sent to worship committee
2. Have picnic in park with prayer service-discussed do we rent someplace or use Lake
wood Park? We chose July 10th at 5pm . No volunteer spoke up to lead, will seek lead
ership from congregation, with help from council.
3. Fall Festival in park for the community-Discussed Aug. date and something similar to
Rock the Park and possibly working with the Lakewood Association. Block party also
suggested. Need leader and committee.
4. Grow Health Ministry-sent to Health Ministry
5. Develop E-ministry-need someone with skills, plan to “cast a vision”
6. Hold some small group Bible studies in people’s homes- “cast a vision”
7. Create “Ministry of Wheels” providing rides for people to church-the health ministry has
already discussed this.
8. Take bus trip to Sight & Sound theatre-Curt & Maria will look into this.
9. Have Traditional Bible study at church-Pastor
10. Develop a prayer ministry(small cell groups)-council-advertise Prayer Chain.
11. Task force to investigate alternative youth worship possibilities (coffee house
type with Christian Bands)-Marty R
12. More movie nights (Star Wars with discussion afterwards)-Evangelism working on it.
13. Update prayer list-office
14. Develop after-school program-need leader and large amount of volunteers. Maria S.
suggested a ministry called “Kids Hope USA” a Methodist Ministry which volunteers go
into local schools. Maria will investigate
15. Alternative summer Sunday school program-Pam A. will look into this.
c. Church Family dinner-Sunday January 9th after 2nd service. Will need set up.
1. Catered by Theresa’s and served and cleaned up by Christ UMC members.
2. Consult Bonnie H. and Jim Kell
New Business: Presentation of 2016 budget- Bob Kostek explained the new budget and pointed out the
changes from the 2015 budget. There were some questions and discussion. Most questions were concerning the increase in the health insurance for the Pastor. Pastor Bob explained the options the district had.
Bob Kostek moved we accept the budget, Sam Halsey 2nd the motion. The 2016 budget was passed unanimously and can be viewed in the office in the New Year.
Committee Reports:
a. Missions will be volunteering at the Overflow shelter on Jan 29th. There will soon be sign-up
sheets provided for volunteers.
b. Worship-Christmas services will be at 4pm with the puppets and 10pm will be the candlelight ser
vice with communion
c. Education-minutes were electronically submitted. Pam reported she and Karen Erickson delivered
the Sunday school collection of Christmas gifts for the residents of Pleasant Ridge Manor.
d. Communications-no report
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e.
f.
g.
h.

Membership- Pastor Bob reported we have five people joining the church on Sunday.
Youth- no report
Pre-School- Pastor Bob reported next meeting will be Han. 27th
Evangelism- electronically submitted- Sharon reported they will be hosting a bowling get together January
23rd at Rolling Meadows for members and friends. The next movie night will be Feb. 6 th. We will start the
Star Wars series and stay for discussion afterwards.
i. Trustees- no report
J. Finance- Bob K. reported we will be starting next year with a surplus that will be carried over into next year
to help with the increase in the budget. If not needed it could be used for another project.
k. U.M.M- Jackie reported for Fred that their numbers have dwindled but they are still doing little jobs around
the church
l. SPRC- Sam H. reported Ann Flickenger has agreed to be in charge of the nursery when Jen can’t be there.
Chris McClelland has resigned her position as one of the youth leaders.
m. Lay Leadership-no report
n. Memorials-A few memorials have been received and thank you notes have been sent.
o. Lay Leader-no report
p. UMW- Bev S. reported the new co-chairs will be Debbie Bisbee and Pam Anthony.
q. Pastors Report- nothing new to report

Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Council will meet next on January 20th at 7pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Sharon Swanson, Secretary

From the Finance Committee
2016 Offering Envelopes Will Be Arriving Soon Please watch your mail to see that you receive
yours. If you don’t receive them in a reasonable time, please contact the church office, 833-4131.
The Finance Committee recommended and the Church Council approved a new budget for 2016
(much faster than the state of Pennsylvania, by the way!) It includes a 4.4 % increase above spending in 2015. That translates to the need to receive $160 more per week than we received last year.
If God has prospered you and you are able to do so, we encourage you to take a step forward in
your planned giving to Lakewood in the coming year. We have done very well financially in the past
several years, thanks to the faithful giving of our members. We all need to consider what God has
given us, and show Him our appreciation through our tithes and offerings. Please consider taking a
step forward in your giving this year. Thank you.
Just for Laughs
There was a new preacher who wanted to rent a house in the country. The only house available was
rumored to be haunted. Since the preacher didn’t believe in such things, he rented it.
It wasn’t long before the ghost made its appearance. The preacher told his friends about the ghost,
but they didn’t believe him. They told him the only way they would believe was if he would take a
picture of the ghost.
The preacher went home and called for the ghost. When it appeared, the preacher explained the
situation and asked the ghost if it would mind having its picture taken. The ghost agreed.
When the picture was developed, the ghost wasn’t visible. Feeling very disappointed, the preacher
called again for the ghost. When it appeared, the preacher showed it the picture and wanted to
know why the ghost wasn’t in it.
The ghost thought a minute and replied, “Well, I guess the spirit was willing, but the flash was
weak.”
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Leadership Teams for 2016
Lakewood United Methodist Church
Church Council:
Chair – Chris McClelland

Vice-Chair – Doris Allen

Lay Member of Ann. Conf. – Rae Lynn Belnap

Secretary – Jean Shirley

Alternate Lay Member of AC – Marty Reddinger Lay Leader - Chris McClelland
Finance Chair - Bob Kostek

SPRC Co-Ch – Julia Roussos; Ann Dill

Youth Rep. – youth to elect
Trustees Chair – elected in January
Education Pam Anthony
Evangelism Chair – Marty Reddinger, Tony Roussos
Missions Chair –
Chris Paul
Worship Chair – Suzan Glenn (Bonnie H. rep) UMW - Bev Shrum
Membership Chair – Jean Shirley
Members at Large: Roy Blair; Marti Blair; Julie Goodman; Linda Lasher; Roger Pike; Doris Allen; Dave Skellie; Sharon Swanson; Sam Hasley; Jan Day; Errol Lim
Pastor - Rev. Bob Lewis
Finance Committee:
Chair – Bob Kostek

Pastor – Rev. Bob Lewis

Lay Member of AC – Rae Lynn Belnap

SPRC Co-Chair – Julia Roussos; Ann Dill

Church Council Chair – Chris McClelland

Trustees Chair – elected in January

Lay Leader – Chris McClelland

Finance Secretary – Mary Alice Boccio

Treasurer – Mary Alice Boccio

Stewardship Chair – Rich Estes

Audit Committee – Brian Lewis; Julie Kostek; Bob McNutt
Money Counters – Jim Kell; Gail Skopow; Jerry Rhone
Staff- Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) Co-Chair – Julia Roussos; Ann Dill
2016

2017

2018

Ann Dill

Sandi Hess

Linda Brown

Paula Wettekin

Lauri Enterline

Jackie Garnon

Julia Roussos

David Fresch
Brian Lewis

Ex Officio – Lay Delegate to AC, Rae Lynn Belnap; Lay Leader, Chris McClelland
Board of Trustees Chair – elected in January by the Trustees
2016

2017

2018

Fred Garnon

Judy Faustine; Jerry Repman

Curt Spicher

Suzan Glenn

Mike Hess;

Jim Robertson

Phil Lawton

Okey Graham

Rich Wettekin

Lay Leadership (Nominating) Chair – Rev. Bob Lewis
2016

2017

2018

Phyllis Komora

Anne Flickinger

Kiki Schoen

Marty Reddinger

Lisa Medina
Betty Adams
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Education Committee Christian Education Director (Staff) – Pam Anthony
Youth Director (Staff) – Margueritta and Rich Estes, Chris McClelland
Sunday School Teachers: Bev Shrum, Nora Smith, Larry Thompson, Jim and Lisa Karle; Mary Geib, Pam
Anthony; Jessie Vogt; Megan Fisher; Cede McKnutt
Sub-Teachers: Paula Dunmire; Lisa Medina; Jackie Garnon; Karen Mencer; Chris McClelland; Sandi Hess;
Jessie Matthis; Anita Muenz; Donna Moren; Kathy Fisher
Faith Builders Class: Larry Thompson
Women’s Bible Study: Sandi Hess
Evangelism Co-Chair – Marty Reddinger; Tony Roussos
Marty Reddinger; Bill Beveridge; Tony Roussos; Jeff Barr; Sharon Swanson;
Julie Goodman; Anita Muenz; Jennifer Rogers; Joyce Pelinsky; Ginger Beveridge; Mark and Angie Scott
Membership Committee

Chair – Jean Shirley

Nancy Lamanna; Mary Alice Boccio; Jean Shirley Rev. Lewis
Worship Committee Chair – Suzan Glenn
Music Director (Staff) – Jeremiah Bull

Organist (Staff) – Carolyn Stanford

Greeters Coordinator – Jean Shirley

Head Ushers – Jim Karle; Brian Lewis

Sound Technician Leader – Louise Giddings

Lay Liturgist Coordinator – Kathy Fisher

Acolyte Coordinator – Roberta Paul
Altar Guild – Suzan Glenn
Praise Choir Director – Gleck Williams
Puppets Director – Norma Buerk
Video Projection – Russ Fisher
Communion Steward Leader – Jessica Mathis
Members-at-Large – Suzie Rozendahl; Maria Spicher
Preschool Board: Director – Chanda Simons
2016

2017

2018

Linda Lasher

Karen Mencer

Nora Smith

Karen Ericson

Shannon Gilchrist

Robert Yates

Marjorie Graham
Memorial Committee Coordinator – Ruth Rhollans
Anne Flickinger; Betty Adams; Jane Hasley.
Missions Committee

Chair – Chris Paul

Chris Paul; Bonnie Heiges; Barb Gerarde; Tom Dunmire; John and Carol Kot; Judy Lipsitz; Karen Ericson;
Dan Brown; Cindy Swearingen; Carol Wingerter; Betty McKnight
Other Offices:
CROP Walk Coordinator – Chris Paul;
Historian – Jean Shirley; Asst. Historian: Bev Shrum;
Kitchen Committee, Co-Chairs – Jim Kell, Bonnie Heiges;
Cub Scout Charter Representatives: Jeremiah Bull and Scott Moren
Communications: Russ Fisher; Sharon Pike; Louise Giddings
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