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Early 1900s Postcard Advertising:
Attracting Settlers to Minnesota’s Undeveloped Lands
By Joe Fishbein
As part of my effort to collect Soo Line Railroad advertising postcards from
the early 1900s, I recently acquired this postcard on eBay. Having an
interest in both railroads and Minnesota bridges, I decided to track down the
history behind the card. However, my research eventually took me in two
completely different directions.
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The picture
on the front
shows a truss
bridge with
the caption,
“Bridge
Across White
Face River,
Meadowlands,
St. Louis Co.,
Minn. A
wagon road
to every
settler.”
Meadowlands
is a small
town about
35 miles
northwest of Duluth, along a now abandoned DM&IR rail line between
Duluth and Hibbing.
I did some checking at the MN/DOT Bridge Office, where I work, and as far
as I can tell, this bridge was most likely on what is now County Road 133,
over the White Face River just to the east of Meadowlands. The present
bridge is a steel span built in 1964, which replaced a truss bridge originally
built in 1918. Since this card is postmarked in 1909, it cannot be the same
truss bridge. If this is indeed the correct location, the original bridge could
have been replaced for any number of reasons: widening and upgrading of
the road, washout from a flood, etc. Also, the bridge in the picture shows
an “S” curve in the road to allow the bridge to cross the river at right
angles, while later bridges were built on a straight alignment with angled
piers and abutments.
Lands continued on page 3
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Meet Dean Borghorst
TCPC Social Coordinator
Dean Borghorst has been a member of TCPC for a “long time” but is new to
the board of directors although he has been a volunteer in TCPC especially
during the postcard show/sales.
Dean was born in Thief River Falls, MN and grew up in St. Paul, MN and is a
graduate of the University of Minnesota. He spent 28 years working for
Northwest Airlines as a flight attendant.
Dean started collecting Loring Park postcards but eventually expanded the
collection to all of Minneapolis. He says he’s lived near downtown and Loring Park for many
years. He particularly likes postcards of buildings and interiors.
Dean has been active with Friends of Loring Park and has been on it’s Board of Directors.
Besides postcards, he has a book collection, an opera collection and attends concerts. He has
studied the Minneapolis’s history. He’s an avid biker and enjoys physical fitness and still
enjoys travel when he has the time. ◊

Special Note:

Welcome New Members:
•

Pam and Greg Carlson
Minneapolis, MN 55417
No specific interests provided

•

Anne Pantelich
St. Paul, MN 55105
French postcards from early 20th century
architecture cards from places she has lived or
visited

The August Meeting will be
moved to August 12 because
the meeting place will be
closed on the 19th.
This is a one time change only.

2009 Board of Directors and Officers
•

President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797

Show Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573

•

Vice President: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654

Social Coordinator: Dean Borghorst, 612-332-0256

•

Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062

•

Membership Chair: Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927

•

Editor: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654

Corresponding Sec.: Shirley Mitchell, 952-942-8874

•

Assistant Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428

Member-at-Large: John Cole, 507-789-6344

•

Webmaster: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654

•

Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573

Librarian: Louise Carpentier, 763-545-3133

Member-at-Large: Don Morgenweck, 952-926-8668
Member-at-Large: Alan Calavano, 507-282-4389
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Land continued from page 1

On the back of the card is a printed form letter, touting the virtues of “the Millward Settlement
on the new ‘Soo Line.’” I was puzzled by this, since the Soo Line had no tracks anywhere near
Meadowlands. Further research on the Minnesota Historical Society web site (www.mnhs.org)
helped me to locate Aitkin County’s Millward Township, which was named for one of its early
settlers. Within the township is the small village of Arthyde, which was between Moose Lake
and McGrath on the Soo Line’s newly constructed (in 1909) Moose Lake to Brooten line. Here is
what the Minnesota Historical Society web page entry has to say about the town:
ARTHYDE, a village in Millward Township, section 34, established on land donated by Guy
Thomsen, Arthur Hutchins, and Clyde Hutchins; its post office was called Millward, 1898-1909,
Charles Millward, postmaster; in 1909 the name was changed to honor the Hutchins brothers,
Arthur and Clyde; the post office closed in 1954.
So where exactly was the Millward Settlement, and what became of it? Through information
supplied by the Aitkin County Historical Society, I made contact with Andrea Xaver, a woman in
Washington state who is the granddaughter of Charles Millward. She generously supplied me
with a lot of information about her grandfather and the area, including copies of printed
brochures and maps advertising the Millward Settlement.
Charles Millward had been working as a yard clerk for the Great Northern Railway in
Minneapolis until the Pullman strike of 1894. Two years later, at the urging of a cousin, Al
Bolles, who was a land examiner for the Northern Pacific Railway, the family headed north on
foot, taking three weeks to reach Aitkin County. They settled in an area that later became the
village of Arthyde.
According to maps supplied by Ms. Xaver, the Millward Settlement consisted of 144 square
miles of prime hardwood timberlands (Townships 44 and 45, Ranges 22 and 23 in southeastern
Aitkin County). This area included the villages of Arthyde, Solana and McGrath, through which
the new Soo Line trackage was eventually built in 1909. Several brochures and booklets were
produced, advertising not only the timber resources, but the rich soils for farming once the
timber had been harvested. Interestingly, a brochure published by the Trustee’s Land Agent of
the Rock Island Railroad (C.R.I. & P.) states that “…the development of the country has only
been delayed by lack of a railroad.”
Like many proposed settlements of
the early 20th century, Millward never
achieved the goals hoped for by the
founders. The village of Arthyde
reached a peak population of about
50, followed by a decline in the
1930s. Improved roads to Cloquet
and other areas reduced the
importance of the village as a railhead for shipment of timber cut from
the surrounding forests. The rail line
was eventually abandoned and
removed in the early 1990s.
See Settlers continued on page 9
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Response to Editor’s challenge
by Alan Calavano
Duane ... In the Sept/Oct newsletter, Dick Flugum
offered up a challenge for the most unusual set of
postcards. I am belatedly submitting a set of 9
Medieval Punishment cards I purchased a while back on
eBay for your consideration.
They were published by Lith. & Druck von E. Nister,
Nürnberg, Germany but I have no idea when.
I don't speak German so in some cases I'm guessing at
the crime being punished (freetranslation.com wasn't
much help ... I couldn't figure out what the first letter
is on the third word of the "sloth" and "bawdy language" cards). 8 of the 9 cards appear on pages in
245-246 in the recently published book "The Golden
Age of Postcards". They don't include the gambling
card. Also, 9 cards seems like an unusual (I almost
said odd) number for a set, so there may be more. I'd
welcome any additional info anyone can provide. Cards
are in color and despite their gruesomeness are quite
pretty. ◊
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Editor’s Note: If these cards really interest you then you will want to see them in color as it’s terrific………….Duane
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fâÅÅxÜ ECCL
à{
J TÇÇâtÄ _tÇw Éy _t~xá
TÇà|Öâx cÉáàvtÜw 9 ctÑxÜ f{Éã
Friday, July 24
Saturday, July 25

9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

NEW LOCATION
Eagan Community Center
1501 Central Parkway
Eagan, Minnesota 55121

The Twin Cities’ Largest Featuring
Top Dealers from All Over the Country
Postcards * Victorian Trade Cards * Postcards * Calendars * Postcards * Vintage Prints * Postcards
Sports Memorabilia * Postcards * Stereo views * Photographs * Posters * Postcards * Sheet Music
Postcards * Valentines * Menus * Postcards * Maps * Ephemera * Books * Supplies * Postcards

Presented by: lxáàxÜwtçËá `t|Ä
Morgan Rogan

860-319-4022 or 203-387-2877

postcardlady@comcast.net

Plenty of Free Parking & On-Site Food Available
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Esperanto
By John L. Cole
I think the hunt for good postcards is half the
fun of collecting cards. When I get them home
I get to spend more time going over my finds.
I look at the picture on the front, then I turn it
over. I look at the postmark and read the
message written on the card. I feel if it was
supposed to be personal the sender should
have used an envelope. I also read what the
card says about the picture on the other side.
One such card caught my eye. The card was a
view of Wisconsin Avenue in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The scene side of the card was not
unusual. When I turned the unused card over I
noticed the upper left corner there was
something written in a language I didn’t
understand. The top part of the description
was written in English. Then it said “Below
follows translation in Esperanto, the universal
language of understanding and good will
among all nations.”
What the heck was Esperanto? So, I went to a
local library. You probably could have found it
on the computer, but I don’t have one! There,
I found out that it was a language created by a
single individual over one hundred years ago.
That was never taught to me in school. In
school, most of my friends could speak
Norwegian because their folks spoke it. Me,
I’m a city kid, mostly English at birth and that
language was good enough for me.
Back in 1879 a Polish physician named Ludoric Lazaras Zamenhof created a universal language he called
Esperanto which means “one who hopes”. He felt that Esperantos’ greatest merit was simply that it
offered an easy way to communicate internationally. He also made it easier to learn than other foreign
languages.
If you speak English there are 423 million other people who speak some form of it. There are also 4
billion people who speak no English at all. Most Americans feel that if foreigners want to do business with
us then let them learn English.
Esperanto in itself will not solve the problems of the world but it is a start.
The postcard I found was a natural color card made by the E.C. Kropp Company of Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Since this is the only card I have come across, is it a sample card with Esperanto subtitles? Did they print
many cards with Esperanto on them? Why on a card of Milwaukee? I could see if it was a card from the
United Nations headquarters in New York City. Cards from there are sent all over the world.
I have no final answer to my Esperanto card. I just think that this is one of the greatest things that
happen when one collects postcards. It’s a great hobby! ◊
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Announcing Potluck Dinner
June 17, 2009
Dean Borghorst has announced plans for an
upcoming potluck dinner held during our
monthly club meeting on June 17th. Dinner
will start at 6:30 PM. Dean states “please
bring an appetizer, an entrée, a salad or
perhaps a dessert to share with others.”
Beverages and utensils will be provided.
Mark your calendar for this special evening
of food, fun and of course, postcard buying/
selling!

Settlers continued from page 3

Why the disconnect between the front and back of the card? Arthyde is about 50 miles southwest
of Meadowlands, and each town was served by a different railroad. I can only guess that the
publisher of the card, US Postcard Advertising Company, printed large numbers of “generic”
postcards to attract settlers to certain areas and sold them to the developers and promoters of
those areas. I suspect that the Soo Line had nothing to do with the advertising, but the presence
of their line was a selling point for the newly developed lands. For someone out east looking to
settle in the Midwest, the specifics about town names and locations probably didn’t matter as much
as the opportunity to carve out a new life somewhere in the wilderness.
Many thanks to the Aitkin County Historical Society and especially to Andrea Xaver, who generously
sent me copies of many of her Millward maps and brochures, as well as first-person family
histories. The Soo Line Historical Society also published an article in their October 1983 issue of
“The SOO” entitled “The Brief, Busy Lines of Solana-White Pine” which details the early history of
the area and the building of the railroad. Jim Welton, the author, grew up in the area when his
father worked as a Soo Line agent on the Brooten line. In the article, published in “The SOO”, he
is pictured as a young boy in a 1925 picture taken of his family in front of the Arthyde depot.◊
In the end, what started out as a simple postcard purchase turned into a very pleasant and
informative historical research project, one of the many side benefits of postcard collecting!
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POST CARDS WANTED

Advertising:
General advertising will appear in
newsletters. Members can have
one free line ad in the newsletter
each year. Send your ad (and
payment if required) to the
newsletter editor.
Member Advertising rates (per
issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00

Granite Fall, MN postcards
Paul Benson
Granite Falls, MN 56241
Tele. # 1-320-564-3743
expires: March 2009

POST CARDS FOR SALE
•

49State map PCs G-EX, unused, MN missing. $25 plus
$2 postage each set

•

Ken Haag State Bird PCs G-EX, unused. $1 each, many
states (postage 42 cents for 3 cards ordered)

•

Ken Haag State Flower PCs G-EX, unused. $1 each,
many states (postage 42 cents for 3 cards ordered)
John L. Cole, 506 Redwing Ave, Kenyon MN
Telephone: 507-789-6344

Gift Cards provided during the business meetings have been provided by these sponsors.
We thank them for their generosity.
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)

Monthly Meeting Schedule.
May 20, 2009
Cinco de Mayo and Memorial Day
are observed this month. Bring a
postcard to share that celebrates
and illustrates one of these
holidays.

June 17, 2009
No program—we will visit as we
enjoy the great food people bring
to share.

Meeting Schedule for 2009
July 15, 2009
August 12, 2009 (note special date)
September 16, 2009
October 21, 2009
November 18, 2009
December 16, 2009

Upcoming Programs
It’s time to plan for 2009 and
we hope to offer programs
at least once per quarter
again this year. Do you
have a suggestion for something you’d like to see? Or,
perhaps you’d like to offer a
program yourself (don’t be
shy)? Programs should be
about 15 minutes in length
and can be about anything
from your favorite card topic
or a general postcard topic.
Call Dave Johnson at 651426-3573 for further details.

Board Meeting Schedule for 2009
May 6, 2009
July 1, 2009
September 2, 2009
November 4, 2009

Potluck Dinner—bring an appetizer, entrée, salad or a dessert to
share

Do you have a program you’d like to present? If so, contact Dave Johnson, program director

Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application
Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household
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Remember
National Post Card
Week
May 3-9, 2009
Monthly Meeting Location:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
Time: 5:30 - 8:45 pm (program and meeting at 7:15)
Got something you want to contribute? Contact:
Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: dstabler@bigfoot.com

Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted,
your dues are due! Please return the
application in this newsletter, with any
updates, and a check for $13, plus $1 for
each additional name at the same
address.

We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com

