DANGERS: Apathy Part II

Dangers Facing Christianity

Welcome

|t is a pleasure to have you with us this hour. Dur endeavar is to
worship God in Spirit and in Truth by adhering to the scriptures in
all that we do and teach.

|f you desire to have a private Bible Study
at your convenience, let us know.
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Forget Not Jehovah
“And his name spread abroad; for he was marvelously helped, till he was
strong. But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up, so that he did
corruptly, and he trespassed against Jehovah his God: for he went into the
temple of Jehovah to burn incense upon the altar of incense” (2 Chronicles
26:16).

Within this text the term “strong” is used twice, however, the original
language uses two terms: (1) “chazaq” (kha-zak) denoting courageous,
strengthen, cure, help, repair, fortify and (2) “chozgah” (khoz-kaw)
denoting “vehemence” (usually in a bad sense).

Uzziah had degenerated from a condition before God described as, “he did
that which was right in the eyes of Jehovah, according to all that his father
Amaziah had done. And he set himself to seek God in the days of Zechariah”
(2 Chronicles 26:3-4), to a condition of “his heart was lifted up, so that he
did corruptly.” What caused such a change?

There are numerous times when a rise to the top of the heap has resulted
in the demise, or curse of an individual. Moses warned against arrogance,




saying, “Beware lest thou forget Jehovah thy God, in not keeping his
commandments and his ordinances, and his statues, which | command
thee this day” (Deuteronomy 8:11). Within this text, Moses warned
against being confident in their material wealth, saying, “then thy heart
be lifted up, and thou forget Jehovah thy God, who brought thee forth
out of the land of Egypt...and lest thou say in thy heart, My power and
the might of my hand hath gotten me this wealth” (Deuteronomy 8:13-
14, 17).

What is especially detestable about the arrogance of Uzziah was his
disregard for the holy things. He, having risen to such a stature, not
only in his own eyes, but also, “his name spread far abroad” (2
Chronicles 26:15), so that he was not afraid to engage in that which did
not pertain to himself, and his arrogance resulted in his demise, in that,
“he went into the temple of Jehovah to burn incense upon the altar of
incense. And Azariah the priest went in after him, and with him
fourscore priests of Jehovah, that were valiant men: and they
withstood Uzziah the king, and said unto him, It pertaineth not unto
thee, Uzziah, to burn incense unto Jehovah, but to the priests the sons
of Aaron, that are consecrated to burn incense: go out of the sanctuary;
for thou hast trespassed; neither shall it be for thine honor from
Jehovah God. Then Uzziah was wroth; and he had a censer in his hand
to burn incense; and while he was wroth with the priests, the leprosy
brake forth in his forehead before the priests in the house of Jehovah,
beside the altar of incense. And Azariah the chief priest, and all the
priests, looked upon him, and, behold, he was leprous in his forehead,
and they thrust him out quickly from thence; yea, himself hasted also
to go out, because Jehovah had smitten him. And Uzziah the king was
a leper unto the day of his death, and dwelt in a separate house, being
a leper; for he was cut off from the house of Jehovah: and Jotham his
son was over the king's house, judging the people of the land” (2
Chronicles 26:16-21). Has your heart ever been lifted you up to the
point that you believe everything good man has to say about you?

Remember the words of Solomon, saying, “Two things have | asked of
thee; Deny me them not before | die: Remove far from me falsehood
and lies; Give me neither poverty nor riches; Feed me with the food
that is needful for me: Lest | be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is
Jehovah? Or lest | be poor, and steal, And use profanely the name of
my God” (Proverbs 30:7-9). ret

Dangers Facing the Church
Apathy Part Il

Time to Awake:

A. Rom. 13:11; 1 Cor. 15:34; Eph. 5:14 — It is time to awake.

B. Rev. 3:16 — Apathy, and/or indifference rests upon two
principles: Either...
1. We have not interest in what truth is, or
2. We believe that truth is impossible to discover.

Il. God’s Rebuke Regarding Apathy:

A. Mal. 1:6-10 — Lack of righteousness

B. Mal. 2:1-2, 3-7, 8 — Caused many to stumble
1. Vs. 5, Rom. 3:11-18; Heb. 12:28 — No fear of the Lord
2. Vs. 6 — Turned away from the law, but not iniquity
3. Vs. 7, Titus 1:9 — No longer guarded knowledge

lll. Going Through the Motions:

A. Rev. 3:1 — Name that they lived, but dead

Apathy — Don’t care

Fear — Afraid of the unknown

Negativism — Hinders the church in its responsibility

Mal. 2:7; 1 Pet. 2:5 — Should not the priests lips fulfill their
duty?

2 Cor. 8:23 — Be “messengers of the churches”
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IV. How Do We Approach the Word of God?

A. Jer. 23:33-35 - Is the word of God a burden to you?
B. Ezra 7:6, 10 — Should we not rather be ready servants?

SOLOMON SAYS

The sluggard burieth his hand in the dish,

And will not so much as bring it to his mouth again.
(Proverbs 19:24)



