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The Truth about the “Queen”

By:  Brando and Joanne  Pistorius
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“Formerly Owned by 
Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands”
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That was the legend for over a quarter century, perhaps even more than a half century… “This 1933 Buick Limousine was formerly owned by Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands”!  



Thousands of car enthusiasts visited the Imperial Palace Casino’s Auto Collection in Las Vegas, Nevada, USA, from 1984 to 1999 where they were able to view this regal beauty, with a large photograph of Queen Wilhelmina and daughter Princess Juliana, in front of this big, bright red, unique limousine. 
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It certainly fit the bill with its beautiful squared off “Bronkhorst Carriage”. The Bronkhorst Carriage Company was specially commissioned by Queen Wilhelmina in 1905 to provide coaches to the Royal Stable of Vehicles.



The intricate “Coat of Arms” that looks authentic to that of Queen Wilhelmina’s, as depicted on the Royal website, is proudly displayed on both exterior side panels of the carriage.  The plush black satin interior of the coach befits royalty, with oversized viewing windows suitable for waiving to the crowds as the procession passes by.  The coach also provides exquisite woven hand hold braids to steady the special passenger as she enters and exits the carriage. The interior ceiling boasts an exquisitely sewn black satin badge that surrounds the uniquely shaped dome light with an embossed image of a tulip, the official flower of the Netherlands. The glass pane separating the driver from the special occupants comes with a small circular access portal necessary for communication with their driver.  Two crystal bud vases filled with tulips are mounted on either side of the glass window pane.








In 1934, Queen Wilhelmina lost 2 Royal Family Members- her mother and her husband on separate occasions in one year.  One could surmise that this 1933 Buick limo was indeed in the right place at the right time to be part of either or both Royal Funerals.
We recently spoke with the only other known owner to have a similar 1933 Buick Limousine, who happens to be located also in the USA, who also proudly declared to us that his limo has a brass plaque to identify the former owner of his 1933 Buick Limo as “Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands.”
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We also spoke to a possible former owner of our limo, Mr. John Kooistra, who remembers a project with his father in Belgium in 1968, where they renovated their 1933 Buick Limo. John recalls the limo came equipped with a brass plaque declaring this vehicle as “formerly owned by Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands”. 
Is this fact or fiction? A legend or actual history?
Authenticating a Classic 
The challenge to authenticating a wonderful legend is to stay focused on one mission:
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The truth must prevail ! 

This vehicle was NOT formerly owned by the Royal Family! 
The fact is this beautiful and unique vehicle was not just a standard limousine; it was specifically designed to be a Funeral Follow-Car for only the wealthiest elite in European society. It is one of only 5 ever built, and one of only 2-3 left in existence.
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In early 1933, an undertaker company, N.V. Onderlinge Rouw Stallen (ORS) in Amsterdam specially ordered from Buick,  5 - 1933 Series 90 chassis, known as a MKD (Medium knock down) which includes the engine, fenders, lights; everything except the actual coach, to be exported to the  Netherlands.
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These 5 series 90 Buicks were then sent to the Bronkhorst Carriage Company in the Netherlands to be fitted with their special design of coach. The unusual “trafficators” on either side of the front windshield act as the legally required turn signals for that period in the Netherlands. 


From 1933 to the mid 1950’s we have photographic evidence of these 5 Buicks that remained in service together accommodating funerals of the very wealthy in Europe.



But as we know from renowned automotive historian, Frans Vrijaldenhoven, of the Netherlands, these 5 Buicks were not part of the Royal Stable of Vehicles. Frans has been most kind and helpful with the authentication of the history of this vehicle. As author of the book, Royal Motoring, [image: image18.jpg]
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Frans is the expert on the vehicles in use by Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands and other Royal Family members. Even the Netherlands Royal Consulate acknowledges Frans’ work with the Royal archives as exceptional and referred me back to his research on the subject. I was fortunate enough to already have connected with Frans through a mutual membership in the international Society of Automotive Historians. Much of the photographic evidence and data from the history of this 1933 Buick Limousine was provided by Frans.



Frans also told me that 3 of the 5 Buicks were shipped to the USA in the late 1950’s. One of the Buicks was eventually found to be destroyed and the other sold to a student club in Groningen and presumed destroyed.  
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We are still researching this car’s history, but through Frans’ assistance, I can tell you that after the demise of the ORS undertaker company, this car was sold in 1956 to Mr. vanOs at Eindhoven. In 1981 it was sold to Mr. J. Dekker at Geleen. He later sold it to Mr. dePaauw, an estate steward in Waveren, Belgium.  We believe it was then titled to The Imperial Palace in Las Vegas, Nevada USA. In 1999 it was sold to Bobby Knox, a businessman and stock car racer in Alabama. We purchased this car from Mr. Knox through an auction agent in January 2009.
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                                    As it is, a Series 90 is fairly rare to come by. What we certainly know about this Classic Vehicle is… what you see is what you got back in 1933- a very special and authentic 1933 Buick Series 90 Custom Body Limousine. The authentication of the numbers matching all the series of production for the year 1933 has been conducted by another expert in Buick history, Mr. David Corbin. David was kind enough to conduct a thorough inspection of our 1933 Series 90 Buick at the recent Buick Grand Nationals held in Colorado, July 1-5, 2009.  David brought out reams of spreadsheet data and 4 inch thick documentation that he has gathered over the years while researching everything Buick since its inception. We were so pleased to see that what we had in our possession was a very rare and historic vehicle. 
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 “Cars were built to be driven”

One fact that the historians agreed on, authentication of this 1933 Buick Series 90 Custom Bronkhorst Body Limousine has set it apart as a rare and important Classic Car.



No matter the outcome of the fantastic legend of Queen Wilhelmina, the most valuable part of our “find” was the car itself.  



How did we find this gem? There is always a great story attached to great finds. Picture a car for sale, that no one can seem to get enough information on to get past that “fear factor”.  Is it for real? Could it really have been formerly owned by Queen Wilhelmina? When was the last time anyone drove it? We were told that the car would not start. The tires are flat, we do not know if the mechanics work, and what is that white stuff covering the upholstery?? I see a cover underneath the chassis…is that just a museum cover as they say, or what issues could we be hiding? You have to be a little fearless to make an offer on a car with so many unanswered questions, and no one willing to respond to the inquiries. When my husband Brando first saw this car, he had the vision of the possibilities. Notwithstanding all these worries that certainly narrow down the field of competing buyers, we know it did not hurt to see that the final bid accepted would coincide with the first quarter of the Super Bowl! Only a true “car crazy” guy who sees the potential, like Brando, would walk away from the first quarter of the big game to submit a winning bid on this cool car! Now if it were Rugby, we may have ended this story differently…



As Buick aptly quoted “Cars were built to be driven” and this old gal had not been driven for at least 25 years, and very possibly longer.  My husband, Brando, had quite a job ahead working through the issues to get it back on the road in great running condition.  Did I mention he does all his own work, and never “sends it out” for someone else to work on? What a handy guy to have over the years when we have the occasional breakdown on tours as well!



Brando has been working on antique car renovations since he was a young man in South Africa, over 30 years ago. As a member of the Pretoria Old Motor Car Club, he organized Rally’s and even one of the infamous “Cars in the Park” events with over a 1,000 cars participating from all over the country.

 

Every year Brando would purchase a “project car” to work on, and after completion we would enjoy it for awhile, and then sell it at the end of the year, just to buy another project again. We have enjoyed many special occasions with the project cars over the years- our daughters’ proms, birthdays and even weddings.  Now we have the grand-daughters getting in on the fun.



Now “The Queen” as we affectionately call her, acts as the central point of attention every time we take her out for a Sunday drive, dinner out with friends, transportation for special events, and even our daily driver at the car shows we attend…like the recent Buick Grand National. Imagine our pride and joy driving back to the RV Park from the awards banquet with her 400 point Gold Award! I felt privileged enough to be the royal passenger as my driver, my chief mechanic, and the love of my life chauffeured us home. Life is grand when you have a Queen in the family!

Cheers to 76+ More Years of Fantastic Motoring with “Our Queen”!

Joanne and Brando Pistorius 

Tampa, Florida, USA

(813) 880-9580
www.Transflor.com 
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Joanne @ Manitou Springs, Colorado...Buick Nationals 2009

1870-1948





Imperial Palace Auto Collection, Las Vegas NV 1984-1999





Sept. 3, 1951 - Brenninkmeyer Funeral,                               C & A Clothiers, Ltd., Founder





Strengholt Funeral – Publishing Magnate


March 12, 1952





Dutch License UK-00-39





Dismantled in Groningen





Brando @ Broadmoor Hotel, 


Colorado Springs...Buick Nationals 2009








