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BLUE RIDGE FIRE DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PUBLIC MEETING

SATURDAY, FEBRuary 15, 2014

BLUE RIDGE FIRE STATION
MINUTES

1. 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Chairman Richard Eng.

2. 
ROLL CALL: Board members present:  Richard Eng, Alma Seward, Mark Wise, Nick Gemrose. Absent: Tammy Rosenhagen.

3. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chairman Eng led those attending in the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.
REVIEW AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  Moved by Alma Seward, seconded by Nick Gemrose, to adopt agenda.  Agenda adopted 4:0. 


(A) Regular meeting minutes 1-11-14:  Moved by Nick Gemrose, seconded by Mark Wise, to                  approve minutes of Public Meeting held January 11, 2014.  Motion passes 4:0.
6. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Chairman Eng announced that Board Member Tammy Rosenhagen would be absent today due to the recent death in her family.

7. 
REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE:

A.
Fire Board Chairman’s Report:  Chairman Eng reported on AFDA training held January 16-18, 2014 in Laughlin, and noted that the next training will be in Tucson in June. 

B.
Fire Chief’s Report:  Chief Banning presented his report for January 2014 (copy attached). He reported in addition that the Banning family has now relocated to Blue Ridge, having returned on Feb. 7.  He offered his thanks to the members of the Blue Ridge Community Church for their help in unloading the van and providing dinner for the family upon their return. 
C.
Committee or Other Reports: Chief’s Employee Salary Committee status.   
Chief Banning reported that the committee has met and is in the process of gathering additional information. They will be meeting later this month, and will keep the Board informed as the budget process approaches. Committee members are (in addition to Chief Banning): Capt. Phil Paine (personnel rep), volunteer Chuck Buddle (to contribute his past knowledge of the Dept.), Cindy Pirelli (finances advisor), and Tammy Rosenhagen (Board rep). Chief Banning reported that he is encouraged by how well the committee is working.

8.
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:
  None.
9. 
OLD business:   

A.  
Discussion and possible vote on Mogollon Ranch land, and money disposition status:


[NOTE:  Chairman Eng recused himself from voting on the topic.  Clerk Alma Seward presided over discussion prior to voting.]

Discussion ensued over the best way to deal with the Board decision-making process about the Mogollon Ranch issue.  For a number of reasons, it was decided that it would be wise for the Board to delay action until Tammy Rosenhagen can be present, and the full board can participate in the decision.  

Chairman Eng then called for the vote, and it was moved by Nick Gemrose, seconded by Mark Wise, to table the Mogollon Ranch matter until all Board members are here to vote on it.  Meeting to be scheduled as soon as Tammy is available.  Motion passes 3:0 (Eng abstaining).  

[NOTE:  During Board discussion, Chuck Buddle stood from the audience to be recognized, and offered his comments on the subject.  His remarks are transcribed separately for the record and attached to these minutes.  It was also suggested by the Chair that Mr. Buddle furnish written documentation to substantiate the items in his statement, in the event of legal proceedings.]

[NOTE:  The presence of Mogollon Ranch HOA representative Larry Cox was also noted.]

B.   PSPRS for Tier 2 BRFD employees:  Chief Banning reported that corrected resolutions have been signed by Richard and are ready for submittal, and that the Actuarial Study is proceeding. 

10. 
NEW business:   

A.  Financial Report -  Review and Action required:
Treasurer Mark Wise read the Revenue & Expense Report for period ending 1/31/14.  After discussion and review, it was moved by Mark and seconded by Nick, to accept the January 2014 R&E Report as presented.   Motion passes 4:0.
B. AZ Senate bills–review:  Update that Chief Banning sent Chairman Eng advised the Board that changes affecting Fire Districts are being proposed by the state legislature; namely, additional stringent requirements for professional development by board members as well as fire chiefs, which will be enforced by the County Board of Supervisors and the County Attorney.  Such enforcement can include removal from office.  Additional proposals encourage merging of fire districts, and availability of federal funds to aid fire district operations.  Chairman Eng encouraged Board members—as well as members of the public—to read all the proposed bills and send comments to the legislature.

11. 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 

 
A.
March 15, 2014 Regular Meeting:  Please note—this is the 3rd Saturday of the month.
12.
ANY SPECIAL MEETINGS OR EVENTS:

A.   Dr. Scott will be holding rabies clinic at BRFD 4/26/14.


[NOTE:  Larry Cox from Mogollon Ranch HOA introduced himself and asked if someone could e-mail to Brad Barnes the contract referred to by Chuck Buddle (the “bound book in chief’s drawer that deals with Mogollon’s name and Rim Top Ranches that lays out the whole procedure” referred to by Chuck).   It was agreed by the Board that Richard will provide an opportunity for the board to review such “bound book”, and follow up with Mr. Cox. 
13. 
ADJOURNMENT:  Moved by Alma Seward, seconded by Mark Wise, to adjourn.  Motion passes 4:0.  Meeting adjourned at 4:56 p.m.









