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+ ST. MARK, EVANGELIST +
Prayer and Preaching
April 25, 2021
As We Gather ~ St. Mark, Evangelist
The Lord sends His messengers out “as lambs in the midst of
wolves” bearing the message, “Peace be to this house” (Luke 10:3–
5). St. Mark does “the work of an evangelist” (2 Tim. 4:5) and “publishes peace” (Is. 52:7). He is remembered as the lion-hearted evangelist, depicted with his fellow evangelists as the four living creatures
of Ezekiel 1 and Revelation 4. The evangelist is often identified
with John Mark of Acts and the cousin of Barnabas, with whom he
worked in Cyprus to “proclaim the gospel to the whole creation”
(Mark 16:15). Despite their earlier differences, Mark was reconciled
with St. Paul, who considered him “very useful … for ministry” (2
Tim. 4:11). Later he worked in Rome (1 Peter 5:13), where tradition has it that he wrote his Gospel from St. Peter’s sermons before
founding the church in Alexandria and facing a martyr’s death.
Opening Hymn ‘All Who Believe and Are Baptized’ 			 LSB 601
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Text and tune: Public domain

Opening Versicles: Common						
LSB 260
L This is the day which the Lord has made;
C let us rejoice and be glad in it.
L From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C the name of the Lord is to be praised.
L Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere;
C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than 		
dwell in the tents of the wicked.
L Make me to know Your ways, O Lord.
C Teach me Your paths.
L Sanctify us in Your truth.
C Your Word is truth.
L
C

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.

C

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Old Testament Canticle							
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LSB 261

4

Reading 									 Isaiah 52:7–10
7How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him who brings good news,
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness,
who publishes salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice;
together they sing for joy;
for eye to eye they see
the return of the LORD to Zion.
9Break forth together into singing,
you waste places of Jerusalem,
for the LORD has comforted his people;
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10The LORD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.								

Psalm											 Psalm 146
1Praise | the LORD!*
Praise the LORD, | O my soul!
2I will praise the LORD as long | as I live;*
I will sing praises to my God while I have my | being.
3Put not your trust in | princes,*
in a son of man, in whom there is no sal- | vation.
4When his breath departs he returns | to the earth;*
on that very day his plans | perish.
5Blessèd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,*
whose hope is in the | LORD his God,
6who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is | in them,*
who keeps faith for- | ever;
7who executes justice for | the oppressed,*
who gives food to the | hungry.
The LORD sets the prisoners free;
8the LORD opens the eyes | of the blind.*
5

The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the | righteous.
9The LORD watches over the sojourners;
he upholds the widow and the | fatherless,*
but the way of the wicked he brings to | ruin.
10The LORD will reign for- | ever,*
your God, O Zion, to all generations. | Praise the LORD!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the | beginning, *
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Reading										 2 Timothy 4:5–18
5As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the
work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
6For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the
time of my departure has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have
finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8Henceforth there is laid up for
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,
will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who
have loved his appearing.
9Do your best to come to me soon. 10For Demas, in love with
this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. 11Luke alone is with me.
Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is very useful to me for ministry. 12Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. 13When you come, bring
the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, also the books, and above
all the parchments. 14Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm;
the Lord will repay him according to his deeds. 15Beware of him yourself, for he strongly opposed our message. 16At my first defense no
one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. May it not be charged
against them! 17But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so
that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the
Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18The
Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into his
heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
									
						
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.							
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Reading											 Mark 16:14–20
14Afterward [Jesus] appeared to the eleven themselves as they
were reclining at table, and he rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who had seen him
after he had risen. 15And he said to them, “Go into all the world and
preach the gospel to all the creation. 16Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.
17And these signs shall follow those who believe: in my name they
will cast out demons; with different languages they will speak openly;
18and in their hands they will pick up serpents; and if something deadly
they drink, it shall surely not harm them; they will lay their hands on the
sick, and they will be well.”
19So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken openly to them,
was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God.
20And they went out and preached everywhere, as the Lord was working with them and confirming the Word through accompanying signs.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsory: Common							
LSB 263
L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.
L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.
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Ten Commandments
C You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant
or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs
to your neighbor.
Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Sermon

‘Connected Ladder of Grace’

Hymn ‘With High Delight Let Us Unite’

Mark 16:14-20
LSB 483

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001879
Tune: Public domain
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Offering
Prayer
L In peace let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart 		
and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout 		
the world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the 			
calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the
common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the 			
common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let
us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or
dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the
widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray 		
to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let 		
us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let 		
us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us 		
pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
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Collect of the Day
L Almighty God, You have enriched Your Church with the
proclamation of the Gospel through the evangelist Mark. Grant 		
that we may firmly believe these glad tidings and daily walk
according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 		
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 		
and forever.
C Amen.
Collect for the Word
L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be
written for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, 		
mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by the patience and
comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold 		
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, 		
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 			
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Morning Prayer
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 		
Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all 		
harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this
day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life
may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, 		
my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.
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New Testament Canticle						
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LSB 266

Benedicamus										
L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

LSB 267

Benediction											
LSB 267
L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the 		
Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us.
C Amen.
Closing Hymn ‘Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won’

LSB 490

Text and tune: Public domain
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Immanuel Spirit
Scripture Lessons for next Sunday: Isaiah 12:1–6, James 1:16–
21 and John 16:5–15.
Stewardship: 1 John 3:2 – “Beloved, we are God’s children now,
and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when
he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.”
The essence of our sanctification is becoming like our Lord. As St.
John notes, this will only be completed in the Resurrection. In the
meantime, we strive toward that goal because we want to walk in the
footsteps of our Lord. By His grace we share His destiny in eternal
life, and therefore we desire to share His life of service now.
Building Healthy Families for April 25th: Did You Know? The
truth hurts, or so they say, but lies hurt so much worse. Whether you
are a teenager relating to your parent or a husband or wife relating
to your spouse, pledge to always be truthful, even (and maybe most
especially) when it would be easier not to. Don’t try to cover things
up. It will later cause the relationship to suffer from a lack of trust.
“We trap ourselves by telling lies, but we stay out of trouble by
living right.” (Proverbs 12:13). Lutheran Family Service of Iowa:
Des Moines (515) 251-4900. www.LutheranFamilyService.org
Life Quote for April 25th: “Death is the one thing no Christian has
to do on his or her own. Jesus has already been through suffering and death before us. He knows the way through death and the
way back to life, too. Our friends and family cannot go with us—but
Jesus can. He will never let go of our hands. And He will bring us
back to life with Him because He has promised, and He will never
lie.” Dr. Kari Vo, Lutheran Hour Ministries ~ A “Life Quote” from
Lutherans For Life www.lutheransforlife.org
Lutheran Hour Ministries for May 2nd: Hear “Laughed At” based
on Jonah 3 by Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. Speaking out against the
prevailing culture might prompt ridicule but it could also produce repentance. ~ Listen next Sunday on 600 WMT at 6:30 a.m., 1190
KFJB at 8:30 a.m., WHO-1040 at 7:30 a.m., & 1410 KGRN at 7:30
a.m.
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Life Thoughts in the Church Year: Mark’s Gospel makes known
how the Lord loves all lives and every body. His appearing as embryo and baby (2 Timothy 4:8) has shown us His strong arm (Isaiah
52:10) and His gentle heart. And this good news makes humankind
beautiful from head to heel (Isaiah 52:7)—no matter how small or
how frail we may be!
1 CORINTHIANS BIBLE STUDY… The Word of the Lord Endures
Forever is a daily 15-minute verse-by-verse Bible study produced
by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS
Pastor Will Weedon. Pastor Weedon will begin a study this week
on 1 Corinthians. You can listen at your convenience at thewordendures.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast provider.
Audio: LifeMoments from Lutherans For Life and KFUO Radio –
“Hear the sanctity of life throughout Scripture and all year long! LifeMoments from Lutherans For Life listens to each week’s appointed
lectionary readings with life ears and applies God’s Word to life
hurts.”
Cleaning: Household(s) responsible for the week of 4/25—5/1 is
Shell. Household(s) responsible for the week of 5/2—5/8 is Sittig.
If it is your week to clean church & you have other obligations or
prefer to write a check rather than cleaning, the cost is $50. Please
contact the church office at immanuelutheran@iowatelecom.net no
later than the Thursday of the week before it is your week to clean.
Celebrating Birthdays This Week
Joan Heimsoth...Monday
Dennis Moon & Diane Schultz...Wednesday
We pray God’s blessings upon you in the coming year.
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THE 2020 LCMS ANNUAL REPORT IS NOW AVAILABLE and on
the bulletin board for anyone who wants to read it.
Dear Brothers and Sisters at Immanuel Lutheran Church:
Every personal contribution you make to the mission and work of
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is absolutely critical. Always
thankful to our Triune God for you, we in LCMS Mission Advancement continually strive to serve and support you with the utmost
transparency, truthfulness, kindness and care.
Producing the organization’s annual report every year is just one
way we hope to keep you well-informed about how your charitable
contributions are put to work.
LCMS Mission Advancement’s utmost priority is serving contributors, people just like you. In addition to the annual report, other
donor accountability and transparency resources are available on
lcms.org, updated as information becomes available. We pray that
access to these documents builds and reinforces your trust and
confidence in how the LCMS manages every dollar of voluntarilygiven, charitable offerings. If you are unable to immediately locate a
particular resource, have a question, concern or comment, please
contact our Contributor Services team at (toll-free) 888-930-4438
and mission.advancement@lcms.org.

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

				ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS
			
		
April 18, 2021 					
					
					
Attendance
31
					
Communion
25
					
General Fund
$3165.00
					
Missions			
N/A
					WEEK AHEAD

Today
9:00am		
					
		
10:30am		
					

St. Mark, Evangelist
Acolyte/Crucifier: Cole/Lauren
Christian Education/Popcorn Sunday
Food Pantry Sunday

Tues.
10:00am		
		
Thurs. 11:00am

Greek Study, Pastor in Newton

Friday/Saturday		

IDE Spring Confirmation Retreat

Bible Study

Next Sun. 9:00am
Cantate (5th Sunday of Easter)
					
Missions: Lutheran Hour Ministries
					
Acolyte/Crucifier: Elizabeth/Joey
		
10:30am		
Christian Education
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Sunday of Special Offering
Lutheran Family Service is
inviting our congregation to
participate in the Say YES!
appeal to raise $50,000 to
re-supply the Say YES!
Counseling Assistance Fund
before the end of their fiscal year on June 30.
All gifts given to this cause make it possible for
anyone in need of counseling who doesn’t have the
financial resources to cover the cost of their care
won’t be turned away. They’re asking us to “Say
YES!” so that they can always “Say YES!” to
anyone in need during the coming year.
Please give generously online at
www.LutheranFamilyService.org/donations
or by texting the word GIVE to (515) 212-7585
On behalf of all who will receive help through
your generosity...thank you and God bless you!

