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Community Development Report for City Commission
Provided by Susan Wettstein
June 5, 2019
The Garnett Remembers patriotic banner project kept the month of May busy. The total number
of honorees ended up being 216 this year, after accepting 3 more banner applications beyond
the deadline. I would like to close this project by the end of this year where we will no longer
accept banner applications until such point the banners deteriorate and need to be replaced, but
accept donations to help with maintenance, as the brackets holding the banners up may break,
etc., from time to time. I have already received 4 banners after the Celebration of Service.
However, the number of banner applications have dwindled from the usual 40-50 per year to 21
this year. With over 200 banners it was all the electric crew could do to get them up in time with
the weather we have been experiencing. It takes them up to 2 weeks to accomplish this now
when there are other electric projects to get done.
Due to the weather we had to move the Celebration of Service inside. We appreciate Principal
Krista Headrick and her staff for allowing us to use Garnett Elementary Center for the ceremony,
as well as the Jana Havens and the Garnett Area Community Band, and the participation by the
American Legion, VFW and American Legion Riders. Also, my sincere appreciation to
Administrative Assistant Kris Hix for all her help on this project, and city staff for helping the
evening of the event.
We have a great community, and many people showed up at following a storm that passed
through the evening of May 24th in which several American flags blew down at the cemetery. It
is quite a feat to put up over 300 of those flags on their tall poles, all to have approximately onethird of them blow down, some with poles broken. Members of the Garnett Fire Department
went out to retrieve them. City Manager Weiner and Parks Department Superintendent Brian
Maloan and some of his employees showed up to take care of the issues. The Parks Department,
with the help of City Manager Weiner, packed the flags back out and put them up Saturday
morning and Brian continued to check them throughout the weekend. I don’t think anyone knows
what Mr. Maloan has done over his many years of serving this city in tasks like this. He just does
it. I appreciate employees that do it, not because it’s their job but because they know it has to be
done, and Brian is one of those people.
Also, regarding the cemetery, the Park Department will be pouring a new base for the flagpole
located at the cemetery. The flagpole itself is in bad shape and needing to be replaced. A new
aluminum flagpole will replace it thanks to the donation of the pole by Tom Adams and Don
Wettstein, and partial donation of labor and materials by Mr. Wettstein to transform the pole
into a flagpole.
There were approximately 70 entries in this year’s Southland Cruisers Car Show. The weather
held off and it was a great day in Garnett, thanks to the organizers. The Southland Cruisers have
donated $100 to Libertyfest from the proceeds of their event. We will be launching a fundraising
effort for Libertyfest this week encouraging donations to be given to the Garnett Community
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Foundation for this purpose. The fireworks are purchased with these donations. No tax dollars
are used to pay for the fireworks. Libertyfest will be held Saturday, July 6th with the rain date of
July 7th.
The Airport received notice of receiving the KDOT Grant that was submitted in the amount of
$40,500. The 90/10 matching grant means the City would need to pay $4,050 in order to receive
$35,450 for crack sealing. We are waiting to see if we received any grants from FAA. In other
airport news, thanks to the work of Airport Advisory Board Chairman Pat Schettler, the Kansas
Air Tour will be making a stop in Garnett on Thursday, September 26 th. There will be
approximately 40 to 50 aircraft visit that day as part of a tour across Kansas. Pat has been visiting
with me on what we can do to encourage the citizens and students from area schools to be a part
of the Kansas Air Tour visit and learn about aviation at their local airport, but kudos are definitely
due to Mr. Schettler.
The American flags that you see down the highway and on 4 th Avenue that have been put up on
display for holidays and special events in the past by volunteers of the American Legion and VFW
are now, and have been for a little while, being installed by city employees from both the electric
and refuse departments. In recognition of “D-Day” on June 6th, city crews are putting the flags on
display. I just wanted to inform the Commission and citizens of this.
We are hosting the Kansas Leadership Center Summer Tour stop in Garnett on Tuesday, June 11,
from 12 to 1 p.m. at the Dutch Country Café. Lunch is provided for those that attend and it is a
free event, but advance registration is required online. A link can be found on our website’s
bulletin board. Thanks goes to Jennifer Brummel, who encouraged that I submit for this. We will
bare no expense on this, only to help encourage the community to attend.
The Chamber Players Community Theatre begins their 29 th season on Thursday, June 6th. City
employee Ken Amaya is performing in this play.
Economic Development is hosting Jon Shallert for a Destination Business workshop on June 25 th.
We have been helping to market and promote this event focused on helping small businesses.
Kris has been learning the ropes of what we do in adding information to the www.travelks.com
website and Kansas Visitors Guide listings. She is doing very well at picking up the ball and
running on projects and is always up for the challenge. She is approaching her one-year
anniversary with the City and the Chamber.
Lieutenant Governor Lynn Rogers has selected Garnett, as well as 10 other communities as a part
of the Office of Rural Prosperity Summer Listening. The date of Monday, July 22 has been
selected for this visit. The Lt. Governor, members of his staff and some state department
secretaries will tour a variety of locations in Garnett and Anderson County and engage with
citizens during a special Listening Session to be held at the Anderson County Jr.-Sr. High School
beginning at 6 p.m. Julie Turnipseed, Director of Economic Development, Kris Hix, Executive
Director of the Garnett Area Chamber of Commerce and myself have been designated by the Lt.
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Governor’s Office as the hosts for this event. We will be coordinating with state staff the tour
itinerary and helping with publicity.
We welcome the Kansas City Karting Association to Lake Garnett as they host sprint track races
this weekend, June 8 & 9. This is the second year for this organization to use this park facility.
The summer issue of Town Talk will be printing soon for mailing out to everyone in the 66032-zip
code the end of June.
Due to the weather, the landscaping planned for City Hall and the 5 th Avenue meridian is now
underway.
###
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Airport Report
Garnett Industrial Airport
May – 2019
Gary Ecclefield – Manager
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.
17.

Completed May Report.
Fuel Transactions and Invoices.
Sent May Weather Data to the National Weather Service.
Busy mowing and applying herbicide in between rains.
Grant awarded to repair cracks in the primary runway 19X01.
Renewed my contract for another year.
Jet- A delivered for Pence Aerial services.
Crop spraying has begun.
Air Fair 2019 was canceled.
Battery charged on courtesy car.
Points, condenser, cap and rotor installed on 1962 Ford 861 tractor. Carb adjusted.
Larger spray planes having to fly out when hail is likely as we do not have a hangar large enough
to house them.
Checked all Airport lighting and replaced three taxiway bulbs.
Kansas Highway Patrol flew in and met up with Manny Martinez, FAA, and about fifteen Sheriffs
and Sheriff’s deputies from surrounding counties for practical ramp check training. Also checking
on Airport security measures.
Turned in cellular phone.
Bad water leak on line to Terminal building located near meter on Friday the 31st won’t be
repaired until Monday the 3rd. Water has been turned off.
The official rain total for the month of May at Garnett Industrial Airport was 14.79 inches.

Flight Activity
1. Military helicopter operations including landings and takeoffs and hovering.
2. Crop spraying flights by two companies.
3. Transient flights for fuel stops.

Projects
1. City Hangar and Airport Shop roofs. (bids received)
2. Fueling ramp pavement.
3. Pursue Master Plan (Garver Engineering)
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT

June 3, 2019

GARNETT AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Membership is currently stable. Working hard to meet the needs of our members, while recruiting new businesses. We
welcome the Garnett Farmer’s Market and The Ottawa Herald.
There will be a Lunch and Learn this Wednesday, June 5th, at the Dutch Country Café, from 11:30 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.,
hosted by Stephen Bradley (The Ottawa Herald). We are looking forward to seeing the community come out for this.
The focus is Facebook Multimedia Marketing. If it goes well, there will be future Lunch and Learn Workshops geared
towards multimedia marketing strategies.
The AirMedCare Ribbon Cutting Ceremony went well. Thank you, Mayor Gwin, for coming and showing your support.
Thank you to City Manager Weiner, Susan Wettstein, and Julie Turnipseed for attending as well. And thank you to the
community and business owners for attending, and for your continued support of the GACC.
There have been meetings with several people this week, including CASA, Hope Unlimited, and SEKMCHD. I look
forward to assisting them in the future, and letting the community know what services they have available.
Over 200 welcome bags have been put together-thank you Twyla D., Chamber Ambassador. 150 bags were distributed
in the Month of May.
Weekly eblasts continue. Monthly duties continue, including keeping bank accounts current, social media active,
visiting businesses to meet their needs. Will continue to reach out to members, assist with training, websites, and
finding the right resources to help them grow and thrive.
Chamber Board and Tourism Board meetings continue, as well as Morning Mingle.
I have been working with Susan on promotions, creating flyers, sending out PR, and keeping kiosks current, as well as
the Library and Depot. Also working with Susan learning how to do the TravelKs listings for the visitor’s guide, and
attending events, taking photos and assisting where needed.
I will be attending the State Tour Event hosted by the Kansas Leadership Center, which will be held June 11, 2019, from
12-1 p.m. at the Dutch Country Café. I look forward gaining skills that will help me become a better leader within the
community.
It is always a time of learning new things, because the “to do” list with this group never ends. I could not ask for a better
team to work with, to develop my skills, learn new ones, and continue to help grow and improve this community!
#teamgarnett

Kris Hix, Executive Director
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May 2019 Directors Report

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Continue meeting with potential new business owners and those looking to expand
their business in Anderson County.
Continue to meet monthly with retail business owners at Morning Mingle meetings.
Attended SEK Economic Developers Meeting in Pittsburg, KS. Toured Block 22 and the
Main Street Axe Company.
Continue to work with the businesses that attended the Jon Schallert Community
Destination BootCamp.
Attended Chamber of Commerce Air Med Care Ribbon Cutting
Working to create the Anderson County Work Ready Community Advisory Committee
Continue to meet monthly with Anderson County Commissioners
Organized and facilitated the Anderson County Lenders and Contractors Meeting at
Dutch Country Café.
Met with Farmers’ Market, Market Manager and Vendors to help enhance the local
market.

GFD

r ne t t

F ir e

De p a r t m e n t

Nuisance Report
May 24,2019
Weeds and brush have been the focus of the nuisances for May however
two letters have been sent regarding trash and junk. The crew from the
power production plant have been mowing to help. The parks department is
behind in mowing because of the wet weather. Bob and his crew have
mowed 6 properties in the past 10 days.

132 West 4th Ave.
Garnett, Kansas, 66032
(785) 448-3042
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Parks/Recreation/Cemetery
Monthly Report
June 4, 2019
First of all, I wanted to thank the Commission, Chris, and whomever nominated me to be employee of the
month this past month. This is not an honor I take lightly I take great pride in my work as do everyone that
works with me. If it were not for my fellow coworkers, I would not be able to accomplish many things I try to
do. This goes far beyond the Parks and Recreation Department. I can honestly say that in the past month every
single department within the city has helped either myself or the Parks and Recreation Department in some
capacity. So as honored as I am to be the Employee of the Month, I could not have done it without the help of
everyone else.
We are back on the mowers between the rains. We are back up to full staff and the seasonal staff have started
working for the summer as well. We have hired Jacob Garcia for the part time position, and he is working out
great very quick learner and hard worker. We have also hired three seasonal staff to help over the summer. Josh
Martin and Garrett Bures will be working with Brian and his staff mowing the parks and doing whatever else we
need to keep up with the maintenance of the parks. Colton Palmer has also joined our team and will be working
with Tyler to keep the recreation facilities looking good. He will be assisting in marking ballfields and maintaining
all the recreational facilities.
As has been the case all spring we have had to battle with mother nature, and this was the case over the
Memorial Day weekend. The guys spent a lot of time putting up, then picking up, then putting up again the flags
at the cemetery. Overall everything worked out in the long run and the cemetery looked great for everyone that
visited. A huge thank you goes out to those who helped pick up flags on Friday and to the guys for coming in
and putting them all back up on Saturday. I think Brian said it took them 6 hours to get all the pole and flags
fixed and back up. Like I said before I have a great team that I work with.
Baseball and softball season are underway. We are trying to get the games in the best we can, but the weather
has put a damper on some of that thus far this season. I know that we have rained out a couple days thus far
and from looking at the weather pattern this may continue to happen and make this a very trying season. We
have just as many games scheduled this year as last if not a few more. We will see what the final tally comes
out to be when the season ends in the middle of July. I am looking forward to a great season.
The weather has helped us out in one way. The recreation center continues to stay busy as people want to stay
dry as they work out. Also, we have seemed to have skipped the cooler days and evenings of spring and gone to
the hot and humid days of summer. Either way people continue to use the recreation center and we have new
members joining daily.
I am in the process of trying to expand what we do, and we offer at the recreation center. As you know I am
hoping to add another member to our team in the form of a health and wellness coordinator. I have been
working on making sure that the role that this person will fill will be a true asset to the recreation center and
will expand the opportunities we offer and to fine tune the way the recreation center runs as a whole. I am
looking at expanding their role to include managing the facility in some capacity. I am still working on this plan
and hope to have it ready and present it to you soon.
The pool has opened and everything is going great. We had to delay our opening a few days because of the
weather and the pool water temperature was a little cold for those to enjoy safely. We did however open the
Tuesday after the holiday weekend and everything is going great. We have an excellent staff and I am excited
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to see them work this summer and give everyone who visits the pool a safe and memorable experience. We are
offering swim lessons and water aerobics again this year. These are two very popular programs that we offer. I
have also been working with Deb and the other pool manager to come up with some new and creative ideas to
help bring more people to the pool. Keep an eye out for all the new things we will try this summer.
We are off to a whirlwind start to the summer season. If there is anything that I have missed, or you have
questions about please feel free to contact me.
Thanks
Phil Bures
Parks and Recreation Director
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City of Garnett
Office of Building and Zoning
Gary Giczewski, City Inspector

6/04/19

RE: Activity Report

•

Zoning Appeals
o Andy Frye is applying for a “Special Use Permit” to replace a 4’ white PVC fence with a 6’
wooden privacy fence located at S24, T20, R19 (no physical address available since its and
empty lot) property in the Lakeview Addition to the City of Garnett. The Planning
Commission is to meet on 6-18-19 @ 6:00 pm at City Hall along with any concerned
citizens to be heard at that time. Upon approval by the Planning Commission would then
be sent on to the City Commissioners for their review and comment, again with any
concerned citizens.

•

Floodplain Mapping
o Mapping is still going on for Anderson County and soon to be finalize later this month. At
a meeting in May with the Dept of Ag we expressed our concerns with flooding along
Maple street and the drainage area along 1st street continuing on to the northeast during
the heavier rains we experienced in early spring and still now. The Ag dept noted our
concerns and will review those areas.

•

Zoning Department
o Will attend a Tiny House Symposium June 7, 2019 at the Louisburg Cider Mill.

•

Inspections & Plan Review
o Performing inspections and reviews as needed by contractors
o Observing properties for City Code violations and working with residences to help get
them back into compliance when their properties start getting out of hand.
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Garnett Housing Authority Report
June 2019

Riding mower continues to have problems, had to have some work done and now the clutch needs to be replaced. Have had to
borrow a rider from parks dept when one is available otherwise it is coming down to pushing everything.
One of the boilers in Parkside Place 2 sprung a leak and had to be repaired. In the process the plumbers were soldering the
new pipe on and set off the fire alarm. Fire dept and emergency personnel showed up.
We have received the siding that we are going to replace for Parkside Place 2 now if it would not rain long enough we can get it
put on.
Parkside Place 1 had some roof issues with all the rains we have had, had the roofing company that put it on come take a look.
The confirmed that it would need to be replaced within the next 2-3 years.
Park Plaza North water issues with the basement and the sump pumps have gotten better since we have a few days of
sunshine which has allowed the ground to dry up some. We continue to watch it closely though.

Park Plaza North has all 26 apts occupied
Parkside Place II has all 32 apts occupied
Parkside Place I has 2 empty apts currently
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Garnett Police Department
Telephone
(785) 448-6823

131 West 5th Avenue
Garnett, Kansas 66032-0230

Fax
(785) 448-0088

GPD Monthly Report for May, 2019.
May 1, 2019, GPD was dispatched to the 200 Blk of W 11th Ave for a physical altercation
between two individuals. After an investigation a 19-year-old male was issued a citation
for Disorderly conduct and a 27-year-old male was issued a citation for Battery and
Disorderly conduct. The case was sent to the City Attorney for review.
May 3, 2019, GPD was dispatched to an auto accident in the 100 Blk of N Cedar. Once
GPD and Anderson County Sheriff Office arrived. They were able to determine that the
driver appeared to be under the influence of alcohol. The driver fled the scene. Once the
driver was contacted by L.E.O. a struggle ensued with LEO and the suspect was tased.
The 27-year-old male was arrested and charged with 3rd time DUI, Battery on a LEO,
Driving while habitual violator and several other charges. This case was turned over to
the Anderson County Attorney office for review.
On May 6, 2019. GPD officer arrested 34-year-old female on a Linn County warrant.
On May 7, 2019, GPD was dispatched to the Dollar Store in Garnett for theft. 17-year-old
female was processed and issued a Notice to Appear. This case was turned over to the
Anderson County Attorney office for review.
On May 16, 2019, GPD was dispatched to 1000 blk of S Hayes for a past vehicle
burglary. The victim reported that the car they had for sale was broken into and the title
to the car was stolen. The case is still under investigation.
On May 21, 2019, GPD was dispatched to the 202 E, 2nd for a suicidal person. Once we
arrived, we discovered the subject was under the influence of methamphetamine. An
investigation was conducted. 26-year-old male was arrested for possession of
methamphetamine, marijuana and drug paraphernalia.
On May 22, 2019, GPD was dispatched to 300 Blk of W 9th for a past vehicle burglary.
The victim reported that his license plate, registration and proof of insurance was stolen.
This case is under investigation currently.

On May 23, 2019, GPD was working the STEP program also known as Click it or ticket
and conducted a traffic stop for a driver not wearing his seatbelt. A records check was
conducted on the driver and found the 25-year-old male driver had suspended drivers
license. The driver was arrested, and the case was turned over to the City Attorney.
On May 24, 2019, GPD was on patrol at 1:00 A.M, and notices several individuals at a
closed business and one of the individuals was a 16-year-old male. The 16-year-old was
issued a citation for curfew violation.
On May 24, 2019, GPD officer was working STEP and noticed a 25-year-old female in
the 300 block of W 6th Ave that had active Anderson County Warrant. The female was
arrested on the warrant and was found to also be in possession of methamphetamine and
marijuana at the time of her arrest. The female was booked into the Anderson County
Jail. This case was turned over to the Anderson County Attorney office for review.
On May 24, 2019, GPD officer was working STEP and conducted a traffic stop and the
driver, a 50-year-old female, had a Garnett municipal Court arrest warrant. The driver
was arrested and taken to the Anderson County Jail.
On May 27, 2019, GPD officer was advised by the Anderson County Sheriff Deputy that
he was trying to catch two motorcycles coming into Garnett on US-59 HWY South
bound that were checked on radar doing 104 MPH. GPD officer observed two
motorcycles near the 300 Blk of North Maple at speed of 51 MPH in a 30 MPH zone.
The GPD officer attempted to try and stop the motorcycles one of them stop the other
fled from officers. The officer attempted to catch up to the fleeing motorcycle and the
motorcycle crashed at the roundabout. The driver of the motorcycle was taken to the
Anderson County Hospital in stable condition. This case will be turned over to the
Anderson County Attorney office once the investigation is completed.
On May 28, 2019, GPD officer was working STEP and conducted a traffic stop for no
seatbelt. The 18-year-old driver had an active warrant, was suspended, had no insurance,
and was in possession of drug paraphernalia. During the traffic stop, the officer noticed
several irregularities with the driver’s story about where they were coming from and
living. The officer went to the residence the driver had just left. Based on the
investigation from the car stop, this led to the arrest of two other individuals with
multiple felony warrants from Miami County, Kansas and Johnson County, Kansas. A
search warrant was conducted on the residence for drugs and drug paraphernalia. A large
amount of methamphetamine and evidence of sales was located during the search
warrant. This case was turned over to the Anderson County Attorney office for review.
On May 28, 2019, GPD took a report of a burglary and theft of a wallet from a vehicle.
The owners debit card was being used in Garnett. GPD investigated the incident and
suspect(s) have been identified. The case is still under investigation.
On May 29, 2019, at 3:06 A.M, GPD was dispatched to the area of the 800 block of N.
Maple for a naked female trying to flag down traffic. GPD was able to find the female in
the area. The female then fled from officers on foot and was apprehended and charged
with interference with LEO and disorderly conduct.
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On May 29, 2019, GPD officers were dispatch to a domestic disturbance in the 200 blk of
W 6th Ave. Once officers investigated, it was determined that an adult son and father got
into a physical altercation and the father was arrested for domestic battery. This case was
turned over to the Anderson County Attorney office for review.
On May 29, 2019, GPD officer was working STEP and conducted a traffic stop. The
driver, 26-year-old male had a suspended drivers license. He was arrested and transported
to the Anderson County Jail. The case was sent to the City Attorney for review.
On May 30, 2019, GPD was asked to assist the Colorado Highway Patrol by conducting
an interview with individuals that were involved/witnessed a multi car crash in Colorado.
Interviews were conducted, and reports were forwarded to the Colorado Highway Patrol.
For the month of May, GPD took a total of 240 calls for service, conducted 99 traffic
stops, and had 29 calls of service for animal control.

Kurt King
Chief of Police
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Garnett Police Department
131 W 5th, Garnett, KS 66032

Activity Totals
05/01/2019

Totals

-

05/31/2019

All
Arrests

Felony
Arrests

Misd
Arrests

Other
Arrests

Summons

Traffic

Criminal

Supplement
Report

Field
Interview

Reports

25

7

10

8

77

60

11

Total
Activity

75

28

42

343
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Garnett Police Department
131 W 5th, Garnett, KS 66032

Agency Statistics
May 2019

Reports Today:

1

MTD Reports This Year:

41

YTD Reports Unapproved This Year:

50

YTD Reports This Year:

221

MTD Reports Last Year:
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YTD Reports Last Year:

178

MTD Arrests This Year:

24

YTD Arrests This Year:

110

MTD Arrests Last Year:

18

YTD Arrests Last Year:

89

MTD Citations This Year:

77

YTD Citations This Year:

295

MTD Citations Last Year:

117

YTD Citations Last Year:

350
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June 4, 2019
Public Works Report
The department of Gas and Water Distribution welcome two new Public Works employees, Bryan Grissell
and John Rogers. I wish them luck as they begin the process of learning about our gas and water
distribution system, becoming operator qualified, and performing the duties required on a daily basis.
Mr. Lyle Powers from the K.C.C. will be here June 11-13, 2019 for our annual gas system inspection.
Raymond and I have been ensuring all records, inspections and surveys of various system components,
and equipment calibrations are up to date.
The Street Department has their hands full repairing roads, both in town and out at the Cedar Valley
Reservoir. Alleys are also requiring a lot of continual maintenance with each passing storm. Tree limb
removal from storms remains a constant chore at this time. Stormwater runoff has caused a lot of issues
throughout the entire town in regards to ditches and waterways, and will be dealt with as fast as time and
resources allow.
Jake and I will start taking bids this month on the street repair plan that was just recently approved by the
Commission. I would like to thank them for supporting our plan. Our goal is to start as soon as possible
and we will keep everyone updated as we move forward.
Thanks also to Jake for helping me replace and replumb the pump at the swimming pool pumphouse.
Met with engineers to discuss possible routes we might take to repair the bridge out at the North Lake
that is currently closed. Whether or not the bridge should remain closed until it is fixed is not even in
question, as the whole northern end of it has crumbled away. Any further amount of heavy rain and
possible flooding will only speed up the process of total collapse. It’s also been brought to my attention,
by Brian Malone, that we should probably start planning on the same issue arising at another bridge on
the northeastern portion of the lake.
We are due this year for our triannual Lead and Copper sampling and testing, and I will be carrying out
the gathering of said samples and delivery to the KDHE before the month is up.
Thanks to Tyler Reynolds for tackling the replacement of the 06’ International trash trucks power steering
gearbox. We recently just received the 89’ Ford back, brakes repaired, and will be scheduling the rear seal
replacement of the 17’ Freightliner.
Finally, I would like to thank all of the various departments personnel that answered their phones at night
during the past month to deal with all of the storm and flooding issues, from making sure the clear wells
were protected from flooding, barricading roads, unblocking drains, removing debris from roadways,
locking down facilities, and a number of other issues outside of their normal job descriptions. I personally
appreciate your efforts.
Sincerely,

Kenneth J Amaya
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