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President’s Report
MERRY CHRISTMAS! HAPPY HANUKKAH! and any and all other holiday greetings and
salutations that are appropriate and or acceptable. Believe it or not, it is that time again for the holiday
season to begin and we all are getting into the festive and happy mode that the season always brings. It has
indeed been an active and happening year for the Tennessee Valley Chapter of the SAR. The Chapter
Officers and Chairmen of all our committees have been tremendous in their support and contribution for
the growth and development of our Chapter. Membership growth has continued to rise, with us reporting
207 members for our last report to the State Secretary. Unfortunately, there will be those choosing, for
various reasons, to not renew their memberships with their dues payment by the end of the year, and the
Chapter will be worse off for the loss of their membership. We regret their loss and wish them well in their
new areas of interest and participation.
We have had significant achievements this year, principle among them are: the establishment of a
planned budgetary process, which gives the Chapter guidance for planning and conducting activities; a
revised and updated Constitution and By-Laws, resulting in a new Chapter Office of Corresponding
Secretary, a mandate for a budgetary process, and revisions to bring the Chapter’s management
proceedings and processes in accordance with the State and National By-Laws; a re-build of the Chapter’s
website, and the development of a Chapter Logo, which I think all of you will agree, is a great addition to
the Chapter’s personae and individualism. To my knowledge, there is no other Chapter within the State
that has it’s own logo. A big thanks to Compatriots Jim Maples and Brian House for the development and
acquisition of the logo.
The Color Guard, under the leadership of Compatriot Bob Anderson, and participation by
Compatriots Bob Baccus, Connie Cook, Smoky Ferguson, Randal Jennings, Jim Maples, Harrell Phillips,
Chip Pharr, E.C. Richardson, James Smith, Joe Stegmaier, Hal Thornton, Skeet Vaughn, Frank Vinz,
and Colin Wakefield has appeared in twenty-six activities this year. These events have varied, ranging
from Patriot Grave Markings to Veterans Day Parades. The Color Guard is always open to new members,
and we encourage all who might be interested in being a part of the “Chapter’s Face to the Community” to
please contact a member and become a part of this fun and rewarding activity. A hearty “Job Well Done”
to all the Color Guardsmen.
This season also marks our activities which are the “Heart and Soul” of our organization: The SAR
Youth Programs. We sponsor all seven programs, which are Chaired by: ROTC-Tom Jones; Eagle
Scout – Bob Doherty; Orations – Topper Birney; Brochure – Bob Anderson; Essay – George Stone;
Poster—Topper Birney/Richard Chapman; and History Teacher—Richard Tingle. These Compatriots
spend many hours working these programs, contacting schools, teachers, arranging the judging of the
entries, and awarding the winners their prize money. Chapter prize money this year, if all prizes are
claimed, totals $2000, plus any qualifying travel expenses. Our winners are automatically entered in the
state competition, and winner’s will be announced at our State Convention February 20, 2016 which will be
held at the Marriott Hotel in Prattville, AL.
The State Convention is an important part of your Membership in the ALSSAR. It is a rewarding
experience to attend and meet the other Chapter members from the state and get to know them and their
Chapters. I encourage all of you to visit TVCSAR.org (our webpage) and check out the information about
this event and make every effort to attend. February is a slow month for everyone, so your calendars should
be open.
Well, I think I’ve just about used my word limit, but before I quit typing, I want you to know we’re
not done with ideas for the Chapter. Some of the things that are in the works, or at least being discussed
are: the publication of a Chapter Handbook, a consideration of scheduling a few meetings in the evenings,
and as always, every effort to pursue our march toward excellence in achieving the Society of the Sons of the
American Revolution purposes as stated in our Chapter, State and National Constitution. Check it out and
see how we are doing. As always, your comments, thoughts and suggestions are not only asked for, but
encouraged, and you can contact me anytime at halbj@comcast.net, cell phone 256-655-8786, snail mail
PO Box 147, Crane Hill, AL 35053. Thanks for your time and thought. “Remember our Ancestors”,

Hal Thornton

Photo by Jim Maples

December 2015

The Valley Patriot

Secretary’s Report - October Meeting
The October Chapter was called to order by President Hal
Thornton at 11:00 a.m. in the auditorium of the Huntsville-Madison
County Public Library.
The Pledge of Allegiance was then led by
President Thornton and followed by the SAR Pledge, led by Compatriot
Bob Baccus. The Prayer of Invocation was given by Compatriot David
Billings.
Forty members and twelve guests were present. Guests were
recognized and introduced.
Two new members, William James Brooks and Fletcher Shane
Killingsworth were inducted into the chapter and given the oath of
membership by President Hal Thornton. Registrar Charles McMurry
presented their membership SAR rosettes. The new members were given
the opportunity to speak of their patriot ancestors and were warmly
welcomed into the chapter.
Two Supplemental Patriot Award Certificates were presented to
Compatriot Dr. William Stephen Pearce by President Hal Thornton.
Compatriot Pearce has received over twenty Supplemental Patriot
Certificates since being a member of our chapter.
A motion was made and passed to dispense with reading of the
September 14, 2015 minutes.
President Hal Thornton summarized many of the chapter’s
activities this year including attending the recent BOM meeting in
Montgomery, AL on October 3rd, 2015 and many trips made by the
chapter color guard.
Officers and Committee reports were given:
• Vice President Bob Baccus announced that next month’s speaker
will be Compatriot Bob Doherty on “David Bushnell and the
Turtle”.
• Secretary Ron Bledsoe stated that the latest Chapter report to the
State Secretary has been submitted and was one of the largest reports
submitted from the state chapters.
• Compatriot Jim Grubbs stated that two flag certificates were given
to Businesses since the September 14 meeting, namely Costco
Warehouse Corp. and Hilton Gardens Inn.
• Registrar Charles McMurry summarized the SAR Compatriot
applications and Supplemental Applications in review and in
process. Compatriot
• Bob Anderson reviewed the future activities of the TVSAR color
guard.
• Compatriot Mac Moon stated that three individuals have been
nominated from Madison County to receive the Law Enforcement
Commendation Medal.
• Compatriot Bob Doherty gave the Historian’s report and reviewed
those items placed in the Archives.
Compatriot Bob Doherty presented a War Service Medal and
Certificate to Compatriot Cliff Lanham for his service in the Vietnam
War.
President Hal Thornton summarized the proposed revision of the
Tennessee Valley Chapter Sons of the American Revolution Constitution
and By Laws. The major changes were in the establishment of the
Corresponding Secretary Office and the re- defining of the Secretary
office as a recording Secretary. The other major change was the
requirement that a budget be formed and approved each fiscal year. The
proposed revisions were available to the membership prior to the meeting.
A motion was made by Compatriot Bob Baccus to accept these
revisions and seconded by Compatriot Jim Maples. The new TVSAR
Constitution and Bylaws were then approved by the vote of the

Page 2

membership present and is now on the TVCSAR website under
resources and can be downloaded in a PDF file and then printed for
members file.
Vice President Bob Baccus introduced the Program Speaker, Tom
Walker. Mr. Walker is the Founder and CEO of the “American
Village”, Montevallo, AL. Mr. Walker discussed concerns of our
Country and the importance of American History in our educational
system. It was an excellent presentation and was well received by our
chapter. Following the presentation, Tom Walker was presented with a
Certificate of Appreciation and Honorarium, a TVCSAR coffee mug, by
Vice President Bob Baccus.
Compatriot Jim Maples discussed the Christmas greeting cards to
be delivered for our Veterans at Tut Fann Veterans Home during the
coming season. Also Compatriot Maples reminded us of the wreaths to
be place on the Veterans graves in Maple Hill Cemetery and other
cemeteries during the upcoming Veterans Memorial Day in November.
President Hal Thornton then thanked the Ladies Auxiliary for
providing food and drinks for the meeting. The Ladies of the Auxiliary
led by Beverly Thornton were, Carol Cornelius, Linda Doherty, Linda
Maples, Sue Royer, Nancy Billings, Kay Anderson, Cookie Keller and
Lynn Hammond.
The TVCSAR greeter today was Compatriot Ted Bledsoe.
President Hal Thornton concluded the meeting with the
Benediction by Compatriot David Billings and the SAR Recessional led
by Compatriot Warren Adams with a motion to adjourn.
The meeting ended at 12:10 pm.

Ron Bledsoe, Secretary
Secretary’s Report - November Meeting
The November Chapter meeting was called to order by President
Hal Thornton at 11:00 a.m. in the auditorium of the HuntsvilleMadison County Public Library. The Pledge of Allegiance was then
led by President Thornton and followed by the SAR Pledge, led by
Compatriot Bob Anderson. The Prayer of Invocation was given by the
Chaplin Connie Cook.
Forty Three members and Thirteen guests were present. Guests
were recognized and introduced. No new members were inducted, State
Senator Arthur Wooten Orr was unable to attend.
One Supplemental Patriot Award Certificate were presented to
Compatriot David Byers by President Hal Thornton.
A motion was made to dispense with reading of the October 12,
2015 minutes.
Officers and Committee reports were given.
• Vice President Bob Baccus announced that next month’s speaker
will be Ed Kennedy on “Battle of Cowpens”.
• Compatriot Jim Maples (new corresponding secretary) presented a
short presentation of the excellent information, newsletters and
articles
in our TVCSAR WEBSITE (www.tvcsar.org).
Compatriot Jim Maples also stated that Christmas cards are
available for our members on the back table to pick up and address
to our veterans at TUT Fann Veterans Home. These cards will be
picked up at the December meeting and taken to the Veterans after
the meeting. Also Christmas Wreaths will be laid on the
Revolutionary War Veterans graves on the weekend before
Thanksgiving. Members were invited to participate in both of these
special activities.
• Compatriot Jim Grubbs stated that three flag certificates were given

December 2015

The Valley Patriot

to Businesses since the October 12th meeting, namely Cornerstone
Detention Products Inc., HDT Global Co. and Madison
Crossroads Elementary School.
• Registrar Charles McMurray summarized the SAR Compatriot
applications and Supplemental Patriots in review and in process and
three new members to be inducted at the next meeting in December.
• Compatriot Bob Anderson reviewed the activities of the TVCSAR
color guard and invited SAR members and wives to be part of the
Veterans Parade Float on Wednesday, November 11th.
• Compatriot Mac Moon stated that two individuals have been
nominated from Madison County and one from Morgan County to
receive the Heroism and Commendation Medals at the December
meeting.
• Compatriot Bob Doherty gave the Historian’s report and reviewed
those items placed in the Archives. Compatriot Bob Doherty also
noted that Compatriot William Pittman Jr , a World War II Veteran
who had served in the IWO JIMA CAMPAIGN, had recently
passed away.
Compatriot Bob Doherty presented a Military Service Medal and
Military Certificate to Compatriot Bob Adams for his service. William
James Brooks will be presented a Military Service Metal and Certificate
at a later date. Compatriot Bob Doherty also presented a chart on status
of the TVCSAR Veterans receiving VetCorps Certificates compared to
the State and Nation. It was noted that our chapter has presented 25
VetCorps Certificates compared to 47 for the State.
President Hal Thornton stated that the Chapter dues are due by the
end of December and members will be dropped by January 15th if dues
are not paid. Also the Data Base is still in Work.
Vice President Bob Baccus introduced the Program Speaker,
Compatriot Bob Doherty. The subject was “David Bushnell and the
Turtle”. The presentation enlightened everyone on the first submarine
developed by the USA and the history of Bushnell’s effort on this project
during the Revolutionary War. The sub was six feet tall and eight feet
long weighing 4000 pounds and reaching a depth of 20 feet. Following
the presentation, Compatriot Bob Doherty was presented with a
Certificate of Appreciation by Vice President Bob Baccus.
Compatriot Connie Cook presented his question and answer time
with his Colonial Cranium Crunchers and was enjoyed by all as usual.
President Hal Thornton then thanked the Ladies Auxiliary for
providing food and drinks for the meeting. The Ladies of the Auxiliary
led by Beverly Thornton were, Linda Doherty, Janie Byers, Linda
Maples, Sue Royer, Wilma Stone, Kay Anderson, Linda Baccus, Patricia
Cook, and Susan Crabtree.
The TVCSAR greeters today were Compatriots Frank Vinz and
Jim Harrison. President Hal Thornton concluded the meeting with the
Benediction by Chaplin Connie Cook and the SAR Recessional led by
Compatriot Richard Tingle and then with a motion to adjourn.
The meeting ended at 12:30 pm.
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Upcoming Events
14 December 2015 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, Huntsville Public Library. Deliver Christmas Cards to Tut Fann Veterans Home
after the meeting.
11 January 2016 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, Huntsville Public
Library.
8 February 2016 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, Huntsville Public
Library.
19-20 February 2016 - ALSSAR State Convention, Legends
Marriott, Prattville, AL

Ron Bledsoe, Secretary
NOTICE: Again this year we will take signed Christmas Cards to
the Tut Fann Veterans Home after the December meeting. Anyone who would like to attend is welcome. This is always an enjoyable event as we honor our veterans.
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Our October speaker (top picture) was Tom Walker,
CEO and founder of The American Village. Tom talked
about the importance of American history in our
educational system. Our November speaker was our own
Bob Doherty. Bob’s talk was on David Bushnell and the
Turtle (a submarine used in the Revolutionary War).
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Passing of Compatriot
It is with great sadness that we note the passing of Compatriot
William (Bill) C. Pittman, Jr. Bill joined the SAR in March
1980, was Tennessee Valley Chapter President from 1983-1984
and Alabama Society President 1990-1991. Bill was a World War
II veteran who served in the Pacific with the Marines. After the
war he earned a degree in electrical engineering from Mississippi
State. After graduation he attended a job fair at the Gilmore Hotel
in Columbus, MS and was offered a job at Redstone Arsenal
where he joined Werner von Braun’s team of German rocket scientists. As an added bonus on his job interview, he met his future
wife, Eloise Savage, who was the secretary at the Gilmore Hotel.
Bill retired from the government after 50 years service and continued to work several more years as an “Emeritus Engineer”. Bill
was the holder of 15 patents, and in January 2015 he was inducted
into the Army Material Command “Hall of Fame”. We had a
very large Color Guard contingent shown below to honor him at
his funeral.
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William Claude Pittman, Jr.
April 22 1921 October 21, 2015

Bill and his wife Eloise when Bill was State
President at the 1990 National Congress which was
held in Louisville, KY

Welcome New Members! - October Meeting

Bill Brooks
Shane Killingsworth
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Grave Marking - Sulligent, AL October 3, 2015
The Tennessee Valley Chapter participated in a grave marking in
Sulligent, AL for five Revolutionary soldiers. The grave marking
was preceded by a march in downtown Sulligent as part of their
“Founders Day” celebration. Participating in the Color Guard were
members from Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee, and
Kentucky.

Bobby White
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In the photos above, Flag Chairman James Grubbs is shown presenting Flag Certificates to three businesses/
schools in Huntsville for the proper display of the American Flag. They are from left to right, Madison Cross
Roads Elementary School, HDT Global, and Cornerstone Detention Products.

Compatriot Bob Adams (left photo) received a Military Service Medal and Certificate, and
Compatriot Cliff Lanham (right photo) received the War Service Medal and Certificate for
his service in Vietnam. Compatriot Bob Doherty is shown presenting both certificates.
Photo by Jim Maples
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David Byers Uncovers
An Unusual Family Past
David Byers, having served as registrar for the Tennessee
Valley Chapter of SAR, has assisted dozens of men in researching
their past in the process of becoming Sons of the American
Revolution. David himself in a recent chapter meeting was given a
supplement for having found a new one of his forebears who was a
1776 patriot. That alone is not remarkable, but the circumstances
surrounding this discovery of his new patriot is extraordinary -remarkable.
For all of his 78 years David has passed up and down a lonely
Madison County rural road, Macon Lane, in the backslope bank of
which are affixed two grave headstones marking the final resting
place of William and Lucretia Petty. He said he'd been aware of
the graves as he passed by maybe a thousand times through the
years, but he didn't know of a personal connection. He knew he
had Pettys somewhere in his past, but he was amazed to discover
the entombed couple were his forebears seven generations removed.
It is astonishing that in our exceedingly mobile, 21st century
society David could be born and raised less than a dozen miles from
the burial site of his forebears who lived and farmed here two
centuries ago.
William Petty (1764-1835) was born in Virginia; his wife
Lucretia (1765-1842) was born in Virginia. They married in 1784
in Surry County, NC, from which they presumably departed
southward soon after land in Madison County was placed on sale
beginning in 1809, a decade before Alabama became a state. While
his research is not yet complete, David has learned that William
Petty, who received a pension for his services, owned several plots
of farm land near his burial site. He apparently was quite an active
farmer in north Alabama's first county.
The grave sites, it should be added, had been appropriately
marked and memorialized by the Hunt’s Spring Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolution almost two decades ago.
-- by Joseph M. Jones

Alabama Society Annual Convention
The Alabama Society will hold it’s 126th Annual Convention on February 19-20, 2016 at the Legends Marriott Hotel and
Conference Center, 2500 Legends Circle, Prattville, AL 36066.
For a registration form, go to the ALSSAR website at ALSSAR.org. The following link will take you directly to the Convention page: http://www.alssar.org/state-convention---2016.html.
All members and guests are encouraged to attend the State Convention.
The Tennessee Valley Chapter would like to have as many
members as possible support the convention.
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David Byers at the gravesite of William Petty. This
gravesite is on an embankment beside Macon Lane
in Madison County. Past Chapter President Ernest
Ritch was also a descendant of William Petty. See
the article at the left. In the picture below David
receives his approved supplemental application on
William Petty from President Hal Thornton
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Wreaths for Revolutionary War Veterans
On a recent chilly Sunday afternoon, the Tennessee Valley Chapter continued its tradition of honoring some of the
Revolutionary War Veterans buried in Madison County. Those in attendance were President Hal Thornton, VicePresident Bob Baccus (who played “Taps” at each grave), James Grubbs, Jim Maples, Bob Anderson, and George
Royer. Ladies in attendance were Sue Royer, Linda Doherty, Beverly Thornton, Betty Vaughan and Linda Maples. A
special thanks to Compatriot James Grubbs for spending a considerable amount of time cleaning the Harris Hill
Cemetery where Francis Eppes Harris and Peter Efford Bentley are buried.

John Ward

Francis Eppes Harris

Albert Russel

Peter Efford Bentley
Lewellen Jones
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Our Color Guard has been very active since the last newsletter. Starting at the top: Veterans Day Celebration at KDS DAR
School; award of Heroism Medal at Barkley Bridge Elementary School (more information on page 10); Hal Thornton and
Randal Jennings lead the way at the Veterans Day Parade along with two JROTC students from Huntsville High School;
Washington Crossing the Delaware float in the Veterans Day Parade (bottom left); and the DAR Defense luncheon at the
Decatur Country Club. Grave marking pictures from Sulligent, AL are on page 5.
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Heroism Medal Presentation

The Medal for Heroism was presented to Gram Flowers on October 10th at Barkley Bridge Elementary School, Hartselle, Al,
where he attends as a first grader. Gram was riding on a jet ski with his grandfather (shown in the picture above, front row second from the left) when the jet ski hit a wave and overturned. His grandfather was injured in the accident and was face down in
the water. Gram swam to his grandfather and was able to turn him over and get him back to the jet ski, thus saving his life. To
read more about this remarkable story go to: http://www.al.com/news/huntsville/index.ssf/2015/06/hartselle_6-yearold_saves_gra.html.

Photo Courtesy of Aaron Davies

Jim Maples
1501 Elmwood Dr.
Huntsville, AL 35801
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