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A Message from Mrs. Thompson
It was wonderful to see our school families at Back to School Night yesterday! We are
looking forward to a productive, faithfilled, partnership with you to ensure our children can
achieve their highest potential. We recognize that in order to be successful in school, our
children need support from both the home and the school. We know a strong partnership
with you will make a great difference in your child’s education. 

I want to take a moment to address something that is shaping our children in powerful
ways: technology. Technology itself is not evil; it can be an amazing tool for learning,
communication, and even evangelization. But like any tool, when misused, it can do great
harm. I want to be frank: giving children a smartphone too early is like giving them a tool
they are not yet strong enough to carry. Before 8  grade, children simply do not have the
maturity or self-control to handle the temptation and pressures that come with constant
connectivity.

th

We strongly encourage families to wait until 8  grade to give their children a smartphone.
If you feel your child truly needs a phone for safety or communication, we recommend
alternatives such as a TracFone or a Gabb phone which allow calling and texting without
exposing children to the dangers of the internet and social media.

th

One of the most overlooked dangers is group chats. What starts as a friendly text thread
can quickly become a place of gossip, exclusion, bullying, or inappropriate content.
Children are easily swept into conversation they cannot handle, and once something is
said, it cannot be unsaid. Monitoring your child’s group texts and setting boundaries
around them is one of the most powerful ways you can protect their hearts and their
friendships.

As parents and educators, we are guardians of innocence. We must ensure that our
children have time for prayer, family meals, service, sports, reading, and the rest- those
human experiences that truly form saints.  Grace and Peace, 

Mrs. Jennifer Thompson, principal@olsss.org

https://www.olsss.org/


Upcoming Events

Sun. Oct. 5 - Parish & School Picnicth

Fri. Oct. 10  - Grandparents Day & 12:30
Dismissal

th

Mon. Oct 13  - No School (Columbus Day;
Indigenous Peoples’ Day)

th

Tues. Oct. 21  - Legacy Studio Portrait Retakest

Thurs. Oct. 23  - End of 1  Quarterrd st

Fri. Oct. 24 - No School (Collaboration Day) and
Trunk or Treat 5:00pm-7:00pm

th

September
Sat. Sept. 13 - Chipotle Spirit Night 4-8pm
Sat. Sept. 20  - Crab Fest at Vera’s 2:00-
5:00pm

th

Fri. Sept 26  - 12:30 Dismissal (Fair Day)th

October

Seahawk SpotlightSeahawk Spotlight
Congratulations to our Student Council Officers for the 2025-2026 school year!  

Nate M.
Vice President

Isabelle M.
Secretary

Monroe B.
Treasurer

Stella B.
President

https://nebula.wsimg.com/6e28cd278da4a1cb9d35f9a26806e741?AccessKeyId=4129FA8A1DEF6C3B93F6&disposition=0&alloworigin=1


Basketball Registration- Students in grades 5-8 in good academic standing may join
the OLSS Basketball teams. Registration and payment are due Sept. 24 . Please contact
Gladys Nehf at 4nehf@comcast.net with any questions.

th

Lunch- Orders for lunch must be placed and prepaid through the FACTS parent portal.
Orders are available the week prior. To order click on “STUDENT,” then “LUNCH.” In the
top left corner, next to your student’s name, you will see ”+CREATE WEB ORDER.”

Volunteer Opportunities- You can sign up and keep track of volunteer opportunities in
Track It Forward. Please do not sign up to volunteer for in-school events unless you have
completed the VIRTUS Program, and your fingerprints results are posted in your VIRTUS
account. Please let the school office know if you signed up for a volunteer opportunity
and aren’t able to make it.

Volunteers Needed- Volunteers are needed to sell Lucky Ducks after Mass this weekend.
Volunteers are also needed for the Crab Feast at Vera’s September 20 . VIRTUS training
is NOT REQUIRED for this volunteer opportunity. Please sign up on Track it Forward to
volunteer.

th

Grandparents Day- Friday Oct. 10  is Grandparents Day! It is also a 12:30 dismissal.
RSVPs are required if Grandparents will be attending. Due to limited space, a maximum
of 4 grandparents per family may attend. Please RSVP HERE. 

th

Dismissal- Dismissal begins at 3:00p.m. and the parking lot will open at 2:45p.m. Please
plan accordingly if you are picking up in the car line.

Car Line Safety- For the safety of our students, staff, and families, at afternoon pick up
please follow the direction of the OLSSS staff. Cars may not leave the parking lot until all
students in that group are safely loaded in their cars. You must also wait until a staff
member is directing traffic before you pull out of the parking lot. 

Mr. Dickerson- Mr. Dickerson will not be continuing with us this school year. We wish him
well in his future endeavors! 

Chipotle Spirit Night Saturday!- Please join us for a Spirit Night from 4-8pm on
Saturday Sept. 13  at the Chipotle in California, MD. Show the flyer sent with today’s
newsletter when ordering or use the code LT7GWKR when ordering online. 

th

Varsity Girls Basketball Coach Needed- We are in need of a Varsity Girls Basketball
coach for this season. Volunteers must have completed the VIRTUS program. Having a
student on the team is not a requirement for coaching.  Anyone who is interested, please
contact Gladys Nehf at 4nehf@comcast.net. 

Annunciation School Donation- Our tag day raised $525 for Annunciation School! 

Flu Clinic- We will hold our flu clinic on October 17th. Sign up information will be
available soon.

Cross Country- Please see the letter attached to today’s newsletter for details on Cross
Country for this year.

News & Reminders
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College Planning Workshop
Tuesday, October 28 at 5:00 p.m.

St. Mary’s Ryken Campus
St. Mary’s Ryken invites students and parents to a free workshop focused on two

topics:
5:00 p.m. – Navigating the College Athlete Recruiting Process

Led by SMR’s Athletic Director, Jon Lombardo and special guest Coach Patrick
Tracy, this session will guide aspiring student‑athletes and their families through

the ins and outs of college recruiting, including timelines, expectations, and
strategies.

6:00 p.m. – Making College Affordable
Chris Gruber, Vice President and Dean of Admissions at Davidson College, will

share expert insights on financial aid and scholarships—offering practical tips to
help families manage the cost of college.

To learning more and register, visit:
https://www.smrhs.org/academics/collegeplanningworkshop

 

The St. Mary’s Ryken Application for the Class of 2030 is Now Open!
It’s an exciting time to begin your high school journey as a St. Mary’s Ryken Knight!
Our Admissions Team is excited to partner with your family, guide you through the

process, and show you why SMR is the ideal choice for your student’s future. 
Apply by October 31, 2025 to receive a $25 discount on the application fee. 

To learn more and start your application today, visit www.smrhs.org/apply.

News From
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Thank you so much to all the families who have signed up to help with
lunch! Your time and effort are deeply appreciated, and we couldn't do
this without you.

Now that we’ve had a few weeks to see how things are running, we’ve
made a small adjustment to the volunteer shift times to better meet the
needs of the program.

New Volunteer Time: 10:45 AM – 1:15 PM

This updated timeframe will allow us to complete prep, serve lunch
smoothly, and handle clean-up more efficiently.

We understand that this change may not work for everyone. If the new
schedule no longer fits your availability, please remove yourself from the
sign-up so we can adjust and fill in any open spots as needed.

Thank you again for your continued support—you’re making a big
difference, and we’re grateful for your help in making lunch a success!

A Message for our Lunch Volunteers
















