The mission of Epiphany Lutheran Church is to show forth Christ by
proclaiming the Gospel to form lives through scripture, the promises of Baptism,
the sharing of the Lord’s Supper and service to neighbor.

Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 14, 2017

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Welcome!
We give thanks that you have joined us today for worship. We are neither a perfect church nor
perfect people. We're just us. Incredibly ordinary. Amazingly diverse. Real. No matter who you
are or what you've been through, we welcome you and invite you to hear the Word of God and
experience the love of Jesus Christ. Please give prayer requests to the ushers during the Hymn
of the Day, and place Worship Record Sheets in the Offering plate. Epiphany practices good
stewardship of God’s Creation: if you do not wish to take home your bulletin, please place it in
the basket for recycling. Thanks!

The Word This Sunday
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of
Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’
promise that he goes to prepare a place for
his followers in his Father’s house. Our
baptism commissions us to share Jesus’
mission in the world. As First Peter reminds
us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim
the one who called us out of darkness into
light. In words and deeds we bear witness to
the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.

The Hymns This Sunday
In an effort to conserve paper & reduce
waste, the weekly hymns are not printed in
the bulletins each week. Please use the red
hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Book of
Worship (ELW), found in the back pews,
during the service for the hymns. The hymns
are in the back portion of the hymnals & are
in numerical order. Today’s hymns are listed
below; you may use the ribbons in the
hymnals to bookmark them.

Pastor’s Word on the Word
We’re good at getting ourselves lost,
especially when it comes to big decisions:
there’s not a GPS app to direct us toward the
best choices. But today Jesus reminds us that
he is “the way, the truth and the life.” We
are never truly lost, because we’ve been
found in the Risen Christ, with whom we
share the Spirit of baptism and the
resurrection eternal. Jesus encourages us:
we will do great things in ministry in his
name, and all that we ask the Father in Jesus’
name will be given to us, because God
always hears our prayers. We no longer need
to worry about losing ourselves, because
we’ve been found, forever, as a beloved,
claimed, forgiven child of God, through the
sacrifice of Jesus the Christ!
Peace to all here, Pastor Monica

Gathering Hymn - Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds .................................... ............. ELW 367
Hymn of the Day - Come My Way, My Truth, My Life ......................................................... ELW 816
Communion Hymn - The Lord's My Shepherd ....................................................... ............. ELW 778
Sending Hymn - Christ Is Alive Let Christians Sing ................................................. ............. ELW 389

Please stand when you see this symbol. 
Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006554.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Announcements
Prelude
Please stand as you are able.

 Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, as the presiding minister begins.

P

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C

Amen.

P

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin,
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C

Amen.

P

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God,

C

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.

P

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C

Amen.

 Gathering Hymn

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds

ELW 367

 Greeting
P
C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

 Kyrie

 Canticle of Praise

 Prayer of the Day
P

Let us pray.
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to
love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C

Amen.

Please be seated.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading

Acts 7:55-60

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be
free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching
of God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith.

L

A reading from Acts.

55

Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God.
56
“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of
God!”
57
But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him.
58
Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their
coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.
59
While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”
60
Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”
When he had said this, he died.
L
C

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm
A

1

C

2

A

3

C

4

A

5

C

15

A

16

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your
righteousness.
Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for
the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of
strength.
Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth.

My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those
who persecute me.
Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.”

Second Reading

1 Peter 2:2-10

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen,
holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus
Christ.

L

A reading from 1 Peter.

2

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
4
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s
sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
6
For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and
precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
7
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that
the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,”
8
and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble
because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
9
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that
you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light.
10
Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy.
L
C

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able

 Gospel Acclamation

 Gospel Reading

John 14:1-14

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.

P The Holy Gospel according to John.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know
the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where
you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know
my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
8
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him,
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very

truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do
greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my
name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I
will do it.”
P
C

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

The Message

Rev. Monica Weber

Please stand as you are able.

 Hymn of the Day

Come My Way, My Truth, My Life

ELW 816

 Apostle’s Creed
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

 Prayers of the People
A

Rejoicing in the risen life of Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are
in need.

Please kneel or sit. After each intercession of prayer:

A
C

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P

Joining our voices with your faithful ones in every time and place, we offer our prayers
in the name of the Risen One, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C

Amen.

Please stand as you are able.

 Sharing of the Peace
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C
And also with you.
The minister and congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace, using these or
similar words: Peace be with you.
Please be seated.

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Gathering of Gifts
Please place your completed Worship Record Sheets in the offering plate as well.

Musical Offering
Please stand as you are able.

 Offering Song

ELW 184

 Offering Prayer
A

Let us pray.
Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you were made known to the
disciples. Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen
body in the world. Amen.

C

Amen.

 The Great Thanksgiving
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of
our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so,
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

 Sanctus

P

C
P
C
P
C
P
C

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness
endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we
proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of
bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the
world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun
and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.

 Lord's Prayer
P

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

C

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

 Invitation to Communion
P

Now let us feast this Easter day on Christ, the bread of heaven. Hallelujah!

C

Amen.

Please be seated.

Communion
Christ welcomes you to this holy meal! Everyone is welcome to communion at the head of the
center aisle. The ushers will prompt you to come forward. After you receive your bread you
may dip your bread in the cup (intinction) to the right or drink from the common chalice to the
left.
Gluten-free hosts are available. We affirm that Christ’s presence is in, with, and under each
element alone, so you may choose to take only the wine or bread and still receive the full
benefit of the sacrament. Those who do not wish to receive Holy Communion may cross their
arms over their chest to receive a blessing.

Music During Communion

Communion Hymn

The Lord's My Shepherd

ELW 778

Please stand as you are able.

 Prayer After Communion
A

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us
forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

C

Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

 Blessing
P
C

May God who has brought us from death to life fill you with great joy.
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

 Sending Hymn

Christ Is Alive Let Christians Sing

ELW 389

 Dismissal
A
C
A
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Thank you for worshiping with us today. Pastor Monica is available to meet with you if you have any
questions about our service or the Lutheran faith. We invite you to check our calendar which may be
found on our website (epiphanylu.org) and the regular schedule (located on the back of this bulletin) and
join us in fellowship, study, and service.
The faith community of Epiphany takes Jesus’ command to “feed my sheep” literally. Our community
garden produced more than 1,400 pounds of produce in 2016 that was donated to Page Robbins Adult
Day Center and the Collierville Food Pantry. We welcome everyone to become involved in this ministry.
See Pastor Monica or Wendell Kruse for details.

Prayers & Celebrations
We pray for those who are suffering from illness and the loved ones caring for
them.
*Monica Holland
*Doris Martinson
*Mary Dunn
Dawn Camarillo
Frank Camarillo
Debbie Alexander & her husband David
Alex and Shizette Parker and family
Jacob
Pastor Skip Getman
Sarajane
Sue Thomason
Taunya
Esther Bengtson
Brian, Ana and Jada
We pray for those who are grieving.
*Loved ones of Chris Leyva, especially his wife Marilyn

We also pray for...
The Carpenter’s House Ministry and the people it serves
For all people who suffer violence, hatred, fear and suffering, that they may be
comforted and receive justice.
Women & Children of Chosen Vessel Ministries

*New prayers this week

EPIPHANY EVENTS
Below are the upcoming events for the next few weeks.
View our recurring events schedule on the back of your bulletin.
Sun 5/14

Fifth Sunday of Easter - Worship Service w/ Holy Communion, 10 am,
Agape Chapel, followed by Coffee Fellowship and Sunday School

Wed 5/17

Executive Committee Meeting, 6:30 pm, St. George’s SS Room
Council Meeting, 7 pm, St. George’s SS Room

Sat 5/20

Gals of Epiphany (GOE), 9 am, Pastor Monica’s Home

Sun 5/21

Sixth Sunday of Easter - Worship Service w/ Holy Communion, 10 am,
Agape Chapel, followed by Coffee Fellowship and Sunday School (last
Sunday School session until September!)
Worship & Music Team Meeting, 5 pm, Kingsway Schaeffer Chapel

5/25-30

Pastor Monica traveling to attend SE Synod Assembly Meetings

Sun 5/28

Seventh Sunday of Easter - Worship Service, 10 am, Agape Chapel,
followed by Coffee Fellowship

Sun 6/4

of Pentecost
Worship Service w/ Holy Communion, 10 am, Agape
NDay
EWS
& U- PDATES
Chapel, followed by Coffee Fellowship and Sunday School
Prannoy Lankapalli Confirmation Lunch and Celebration

Sat 6/10

MOE Bacon (Men of Epiphany), 8:30 am, Perkins Restaurant Collierville

Sun 6/11

First Sunday After Pentecost - Worship Service w/ Holy Communion, 10
am, Schaeffer Memorial Chapel, followed by Coffee Fellowship

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheran
Follow us on Twitter: @epiphanycville
Follow Pastor Monica on Twitter: @pastormonicaweb
Follow us on Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/epiphanylutherancollierville

We Give Thanks for Our New Shade Structure!
Many thanks to Eagle Scout candidate
Gautham Nair and his team, who built our
new shade structure at the Home Place!
Today is the last day to contribute to help
defray the cost of this new asset. Make
checks payable to Epiphany and note “Eagle
Scout project” in the memo.”

Relocation to Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
The members of the congregation who were present on Sunday, May 7th, voted 31 in favor
and 4 against to relocate Epiphany's worship to Kingsway Christian Church's Schaeffer Memorial Chapel.
We will celebrate our first worship with Holy Communion at Kingsway on Sunday June 11 at 10
am. Coffee fellowship will follow; Sunday School will be suspended for the summer until September 17th, as usual.
Every effort will be made to effectively communicate this change on to members and potential
guests, through Epiphany's social media, website, press releases to area media and in our
printed materials.
Volunteers are needed to help transport worship items and supplies to Kingsway on Thursday
June 8, between 2-5 pm. If you can help, please notify Pastor Monica.
We give God thanks and praise for this opportunity as we partner together to expand our ministry and service, toward the ultimate goal of building a sanctuary of our own on the Home
Place.

Offering Envelopes
A note from your Council: please use your Offering envelopes to enclose your pledges and
gifts. You may check the “Property” item for contributions to the Capital Campaign (property)
or “Other” for the Garden and special projects. Use of the envelopes simplifies recording for
our Financial Secretary and Treasurer. Thanks!

Collierville Food Bank Donations
This week’s item is drinks ( fruit juices, coffee, dry milk, etc.).
Please refer to the donation schedule on our website - https://
www.epiphanylu.org/ministries---outreach.html - to see what items
are scheduled for the coming weeks.

Prannoy Lankapalli Confirmation Lunch &
Celebration on June 4th
We cordially invite you to the confirmation
luncheon and celebration as our little branch
Prannoy Deep will be grafted into the 'True Vine,' our
Lord Jesus.
The luncheon will take place on June 4, 2017 in the St. George Dining Room immediately
following the worship service.
With Warm Regards, The Lankapalli Family
Please RSVP to Martha Garner (901-619-8939 or mngarner@bellsouth.net) by May 23rd as this
is a catered event and we need the count by that date.

"I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I
in him, he is that bears much fruit..." ~John 15:5

Thanks to all who helped with our 1st Annual Shrimp Boil at the Garden!
A big thank you to everyone who helped make our 1st Annual Shrimp Boil at the Garden such a
huge success! We had a beautiful day, the food was delicious, and the fellowship was a
blessing! Special thanks to the Schumachers for the fabulous dinner, and to Martha Garner
and our MOE group for coordinating and setting up everything for the event.
We are putting together a slide show of the event - if you have any pictures, please send them
to Carol Webster at carolepiphanylutheran@gmail.com.

We Welcome You to Epiphany

Sundays

9:15 am ...................................................................................................................... Choir Practice
10:00 am .......................................................... Worship with Holy Communion - Agape Chapel
11:00 am ...................................................................... Coffee Fellowship - St. George’s classroom
11:15 am ................................................... Sunday School (Pre-K—Adult) - St. George’s classroom

Mondays
Pastor Monica’s Sabbath ................................................................... Emergency Calls Only, Please

Wednesdays
8:30 - 11:30 am ................................................................................ Community Garden Work Day
1:30 pm—3:00pm ............................................................. Adult Bible Study - Cindy Curler’s house

Saturdays
8:30 - 11:30 am ................................................................................ Community Garden Work Day

We Thank Our Worship Servants
This Week

Next Week

Assistant Minister .......................... John Crossmock
Lector................................................... Ken Ketcham
Ushers......................................... Dan & Pat Marzahl
Communion Assistant ......................Lori Crossmock
Acolyte ...................................................... Bill Sykes
Crucifer .............................................Lori Crossmock
Baker ................................................ Martha Garner
Communion Linens .......................... Martha Garner
Coffee Hosts ..................... Carol Rife & Dianne Polly
Altar Guild ............................John & Lori Crossmock
Council Host ..................................... Jennifer Parker

Assistant Minister ............................... Linda Barnes
Lector ..................................................... Scott Fisher
Ushers .............................. Scott Fisher & Dan Scherf
Communion Assistant ................... Twila Hooverson
Acolyte .................................................. John Garner
Crucifer .................................................... Jon Curler
Baker .............................................. Twila Hooverson
Communion Linens........................ Twila Hooverson
Coffee Hosts ........................ John & Lori Crossmock
Altar Guild ................... John Kelyman & Dan Scherf
Council Host....................................... Chris Kelyman

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Text EPIPHANYLU to 22828 to receive our emails, or scan the QR code below.
Pastor .................................. Rev. Monica Weber (pastormonicaepiphanylutheran@gmail.com)
Director of Music Ministries/Artist in Residence .................... Jason Bell (jason@epiphanylu.org)
Communications Coordinator .................... Carol Webster (carolepiphanylutheran@gmail.com)
Sacristan..........................................................................Cindy Curler (cindycurler2@yahoo.com)
Worship Location: Agape Chapel, St. George’s School, 1880 Wolf River Blvd, C’ville, TN 38017
Mailing Address:
Epiphany Lutheran Church, PO Box 1805, Collierville, TN 38027
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Telephone: 901-861-6227
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