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z? The Questions

A What is Lower Elementary?

Lower Elementary is from grades Kindergarten el
A How will the curriculum be taught for this age group?
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needs. There is no cap to which the child can exceed!

A Will the children be getting enough academic work in their day?

The Montessori method is applied in the morning and the supplemental abstract
learning will be during the afternoon
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Traditional

Montessori

same age groups (all kindergarteners in one
classroom, 1* graders in another)

mixed age groups (students ages 3 to 6 are
grouped together in one primary classroom)

students are expected to sit at assigned desks or
tables

students choose where in the classroom they want to
work and may move around freely at any time

a certain block of time allotted for each subject,
all students work on the same subject at the same
time

uninterrupted work cycles, students choose when
and for how long to work on each activity, many
subjects are integrated

adult-centered: teacher controls the classroom and
enforces discipline

child-centered: a carefully prepared environment
encourages students to practice self-discipline

use worksheets, rote leaming, and textbooks

use manipulatives, materials that appeal to the
senses, purposeful, real-life experiences

focus on the product, use tests and grades

focus on the process, do not use tests or grades

emphasis on competition

emphasis on collaboration

teacher gives direct instruction to the whole class and
to groups of students, based on a pre-determined
curriculum

students independently use self-teaching materials,
learn from each other, teacher provides individualized
lessons for each child

standards-based leaming

inquiry-based leaming

students are expected to be within the norms of what
is average for their grade level

students have the opportunity to advance academically
at their own pace, without limits




PUBLIC KINDERGARTEN

MONTESSORI

ENGLISH/LANGUA
ARTS

*ask and answer questions about stories
*compare/contrast character experiences
*recognize and produce rhyming words

*segment syllables
*long and short vowel sounds
*consonant sounds
*print lowercase and uppercase
*understand punctuation
*understand and use question words
*blend (read) 2 and 3 letter words
*learn early sight words (I, see, the, etc.)

*write creative stories, poems, and songs,
well as non-fiction reports using complete
sentences, correct grammar, and punctuatig
with increasing attention to spelling
*write in cursive, read both print and cursivg
writing

*read sight words (puzzle words) and phong
words of any length

*know consonant (sh, ch) and vowel diagray
(ai, ea), as well as r-controlled vowel soun
(ar, er, or) *know common alternate spelling
for sounds (f/ph/gh, ite/ight)

MATH

*know number names, compare numbers g
numbers of objects
*understand concept of addition and
subtraction *count to tell number of objects
*counting to 100 by 1s and 10s
*identify, compare, and create shapes
*write 0-20
*count from a random number

*success with linear (1, 2, 3) and skip (3, 6,
counting for numbers from 1-9,999,999
*understand concept of addition, subtractior|

multiplication, and division

*ability to complete these functions with larg
numbers, writing and recording problems
*know shape names and use them to creat
designs and patterns

Public
Education
VS.
Montessori




PUBLIC KINDERGARTEN

MONTESSORI

SOCIAL STUDIES

*days, weeks, months
*familiarity with common occupations, signd
(stop signs, traffic lights, etc) and state an
national flags

*rather than presenting these concepts as ur
children are tested on, we use the child's
natural curiosity to teach them about days
weeks, months, seasons, continents, countr
flags, and the world around them

HEALTH

*name some healthy foods, benefits of
physical activity, the importance of breakfa
*name of body parts and functions,
the five senses
*name emotions, know language to
express them, and common manners
* understand dangers of tobacco,
household products, improper
medication use, appropriate vs
inappropriate touching
* how to ask for help and call 911

*children in Montessori classrooms participg
in growing and preparing food, as well as
learning about the importance of healthy foo
*materials in Montessori teach children
through their senses, as they learn the
related terminology
*emotions, manners, and self-expression
are an important aspect of social
development, and is discussed further
below

Public
Education
VS.
Montessoril
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obtaining the correct answer

A Understanding over memorization A Process over product
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We use concrete materials which leads
the child to abstract understanding




