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Good To Know!
•WHNA works closely
with the Neighborhood
Advisory Council (NAC).
NAC is a board of
neighborhood leaders
that work to increase
communication between
organized neighborhood
associations, City Council, and City Staff.
•After the 1st of the year,
the city of Springfield
will begin publishing a
quarterly neighborhood
newspaper!
•Springfield City
Ordinances can be
searched by keyword at
www.municode. com/
library/mo/springfield
•The City of Springfield
has an app called
Go Springfield Mo!
Check it out in your
phone’s app
store.

COMING SOON—Dumpster Day!
Over the summer, the City of Springfield
announced plans to release additional funds to be used
by neighborhoods for MORE clean-up events to be
hosted throughout the community. The Woodland
Heights Neighborhood Association and neighborhood
leaders jumped on this opportunity and the Fall 2016
Dumpster Day was born! That’s right! The dumpsters
return to Woodland Heights on Saturday, October
22nd to haul away our junk and clean up our n’hood!
The dumpsters will be available at the Reed Academy parking lot from 8:00 am - 1:00 pm. Items accepted include: unwanted household items, metal,
building material, tree limbs (less than 4 feet long/6
inches thick), and yard waste (excluding leaves). Items
not accepted include: appliances containing Freon,
hazardous waste, tires, TVs, and computer monitors.
Curbside pick-up is available for a suggested donation.
Volunteers—WE NEED YOU!!! To offset the cost
that the city incurs for this event, neighborhoods are
responsible to provide man/woman-power in the form
of volunteers that can help unload vehicles, load
dumpsters, direct traffic, etc. To volunteer, check out
our “Help Needed” section on page 7. For more details, watch for the event postcard coming soon!
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Like us on Facebook!

Habitat for Humanity Springfield
Neighborhood Revitalization News
What do you want for your neighborhood?
We asked that question during a roundtable discussion on
April 23, 2016, at Woodland Heights Presbyterian Church.
About 50 residents gave three hours on a Saturday morning to
identify goals that will improve the quality of life for everyone
in the neighborhood. This was the official start of Neighborhood Revitalization (NR) in Woodland Heights.
What is NR?
Based on neighborhood assets, NR identifies goals, makes a
plan, and brings in partners. Habitat for Humanity of Springfield (HFHS) is proud to be one of many partners working with
Woodland Heights to respond to community aspirations with
an expanded array of products and services.
Top goals as identified on April 23, 2016 are:
Beautification
Health & Safety
A. Curb Appeal on Grant
A. Crime
B. Proper Care of Yards
B. Alleys
Community
C. Walkability
A. Cohesive Neighborhood Plan D. Healthy Environment
B. Know & Respect Neighbors/
for Families & Children
Help Those in Need
C. Neighborhood Pride
D. Communication
Housing
A. Increase/Maintain Property Values
B. Increase Home Ownership
C. Chronic Nuisance Property/Vacant Houses
D. Home Repairs for Safety & Beautification
E. Engage Rental Owners
HFHS is heavily focusing their home repair and clean-up
efforts in Woodland Heights. While improved housing is a top
priority, as you can see, it’s not the only goal of the neighborhood. That’s why bringing in partners from the private sector,
non-profits, churches, and government to provide the support
and resources necessary to accomplish the goals and provide
longterm change in the neighborhood we love.
(continued on facing page)
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The Woodland Heights board of directors meets
monthly to work on a written plan that states: the mission
of Woodland Heights Neighborhood Revitalization
(WHNR) is to inspire every resident to imagine and achieve
a better future for themselves and their community.
Through a greater sense of community and pride, WHNR
will encourage investment that will preserve the uniqueness of Woodland Heights and promote a prosperous community for all. WHNR will establish a communication system with residents about clean-ups, social events, and
beautification projects to encourage volunteerism and a
feeling of togetherness that motivates residents to help
each other.
We need resident leaders. If you would like to help with
WHNR, contact the Woodland Heights Neighborhood Association. For more information about Neighborhood Revitalization, contact Melissa Adler at Habitat for Humanity of
Springfield, melissa@habitatspringfieldmo.org or call 417-

Stars & Stripes & Woodland Heights
Woodland Heights was represented in style at the 26th
Annual Old Fashioned 4th of July Parade and Celebration
sponsored by the Midtown Neighborhood Association. The
WHNA entry won Best Theme Interpretation for our version of “Uncle Sam Wants You… to Vote!” Our stylized candidates wore wild costumes and make-up to represent a
Red Sun, White Star and Blue
Moon. We even rode in convertibles! Parade goers were
given ballots with an invitation
to text their vote for favorite
candidate. Neighbors came out
to walk along-side the candidates and campaign for their
favorite. It was a great time!

Fall 2016

People To Know:
Krysta Counts
Community Partnership
(417) 888-2020
kcounts@cpozarks.org
Phyllis Ferguson
Zone 1 Councilwoman
(417) 844-6117
pferguson@springfieldmo.gov
Jim Cooney
Neighborhood PAR Officer
Springfield Police Department
(417) 837-5878
jcooney@springfieldmo.gov
Claudia Crighton
Resource Coordinator
Office of Public Information
City of Springfield
(417) 864-1010 or
(417) 864-1012
ccrighton@springfieldmo.gov

You live
in a
house,
you
belong to a
neighborhood.
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What I LOVE About
Woodland Heights
“It's really wonderful to live
in a neighborhood where so
many people care. We don't
just come home, go in our
houses, and shut the doors.
We visit with each other, we
tell each other what's going
on in the neighborhood, we
are concerned for our neighbors, and the goings-on.
We connect with our police force and they connect with us. We choose to live here. I
love a neighborhood with diversity. We are not all the same but we make an attempt
to live side-by-side with common goals. We are inviting, welcoming, and inclusive.
Woodland Heights is a great place to live.” —Linda Passeri, WOHA President

Neighborhood Works
In April 2016, Springfield voters overwhelmingly approved the renewal of the City’s
1/4-cent Capital Improvements Sales Tax. New to the tax this year is a budget item of
$500,000 annually for the Neighborhood Initiative Program, now known as the
Neighborhood Works Program. This program will fund capital improvements within officially recognized neighborhoods. Since funds are limited, a competitive application
process has been established using evaluation criteria. The city is currently soliciting
applications and working with the Neighborhood Advisory Council to select the top
scoring project (Neighborhood Works Project Guidelines & Application, 2016).
WHNA is working on two project proposals to improve quality of life in Woodland
Heights and our famous Lafayette Park. To learn more about the Neighborhood Works
Program, jump in on the
brainstorming and planning,
or get involved in any of our
other exciting programs, contact WHNA or ask at our next
Neighborhood Meeting &
Social!
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Woodland Heights Gardeners Corner
We have had a great season this year
in the garden! Thanks to all of the volunteers that have assisted us with our projects: Courageous Church, Rotary Club
Northside, Rotary Club Metro, MSU Students, Study Plant Science Class, Janet
Little with Reed Academy, Blayne Radford and his SPS crew, as well as family
and friends. We have gained donations of
various products such as wood, bricks,
pavers, wheelbarrows, and supplies from
Evangel Temple Christian, Habitat for
Humanity, Evenlyn S. from Willard, MO,
and Gookin Trucking Inc. As of the end of
September, we have logged 565 volunteer hours and produced 70.5 pounds of
food from communal plots. We had two
members rent beds this year. We still
have produce to pick and have planted
fall crops.
We had our 1st Annual Garden Potluck/Fundraiser right there in the garden
lot on Friday, September 30th. About 20
people came for dinner which included
items made from ingredients grown in
the garden and we had a silent auction
fundraiser that raised $50 for Reed Academy.

plant blackberries, raspberries, blueberries, goji berries, cranberries, gooseberries, black currant berries, rhubarb, and
strawberries. This garden will be landscaped with butterfly and native plant
areas, as well as some art areas – we are
in Moon City after all! We will also construct an area to encourage classroom
participation. The fruit garden project is
scheduled to be completed by next summer. The fruit garden is made possible by
the Rotary Club Northside and a $2,000
grant they’ve awarded us.
Please come by and see the progress
at both the main garden (2031 N. Lyon)
and fruit garden (428 W. Atlantic St.). We
are very proud of how it’s coming along.
If you would like to volunteer, have questions about the garden, or are interested
in renting a plot next season, please
email Demita at woodlandheightsgardeners@outlook.com. Plot space is limited.
Follow us on Facebook at Woodland
Heights Gardeners.

As for our developing fruit garden, we
are looking forward to working on the
infrastructure and preparing our soil this
fall and winter with plantings in the
spring. We currently have five fruit trees:
peach, plum, cherry, and two apples. This
funded by City Utilities through their
Fruit/Nut Tree Grant. We also plan to
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Moon City News

Moon City Granted 501c3
Big news for the Moon City Artist Live-Work District
in Woodland Heightss...we recently received 501c3
Status by the Internal Revenue Service. This means
we are a tax-exempt organization and any person
or business entity that makes a contribution to
support the creative district can write their donation
as a tax-deduction. Having this status will help
tremendously in our efforts to solicit sponsorship/support
for on-going art projects, such as the Summer Solstice and Pole Painting. Summer
Solstice is a special art event held in Lafayette Park on June 17th, which happens to be
the longest day of the year. Fun fact about Pole Painting, it is Springfield’s LARGEST public art project! Speaking of Pole Painting...
Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 29th for the next Pole Painting event. You
can register to paint a pole in Moon City only at www.mooncitycreative.org. We are also
planning to host another Gallery Stroll during the holidays. This is an opportunity for
artists to open their homes and make their art available just in time for gift giving. We
are also happy to announce that Moon City has an official board of directors. If you
would like to take part in the growth of Moon City, you’re invited to join us on November 7th at our Creation meeting. Message us on Facebook that you’d like to attend
and we’ll get you all the details.

Woodland Heights Tennis
We finished up the tennis season with a special
event, Tennis with Bears. The kids had a great time
with the MSU Women’s Tennis Team. We had awesome pizza donated by Neighborhood Pizza and
prizes were awarded to our challenge participants.
We also started a Tennis Club with the primary
purpose of getting together to hit some balls
around and practice what we have learned in our
clinics. Anyone is welcome, and there is no charge.
You don’t need your own equipment! We meet on
the 2nd and 4th Thursdays at 6:30pm on the Lafayette Park tennis court. It’s just an hour so come
have some fun and practice your swing now through
November 10th!
Look for future announcements for tennis events
next spring and summer on our Facebook page,
WHNA Youth Tennis Program, or email Demita at
whnatennis@outlook.com.
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BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!!!

Fall 2016

Name(s): _____________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________________________
Email: _______________________________________________________
Going Green? Email my newsletter! YES NO
Service Interests: _____________________________________________
Please contact me about newsletter (circle all that apply):
Advertising
Sponsorship
Article Submission
Household Membership ($10/year): _________
Business Membership ($15): _______________
Additional Donation: ____________________
Please mail this completed form along with your check to:
WHNA, PO Box 2152, Springfield, MO 65801

Blessings Unlimited
Is a wedding in your future? If so, call
869-3899. We do custom weddings:
large & formal, or small & simple.
Chapel available or your choice of location.
Other Services Available:
Home Blessings * Infant Christening *
Renewal of Vows
Spiritual Commitments * Celebration of
Life Services
Ordained Minister, Gerry Comstock
Email: amen3899@ymail.com

HELP NEEDED:
Volunteers needed for Dumpster
Day & the Bass Pro Marathon.
Specific needs include:
•Help with loading dumpsters &
curbside pick-ups.
•Trucks for curbside pick-ups.
•Enthusiastic people!!!
Email yourwoodlandheightsneighbor@gmail.com for more
information!

For more information about the events and programs
mentioned in this issue, find us online:
•
•
•
•
•

Email: yourwoodlandheightsneighbor@gmail.com
www.woodlandheightsneighborhood.org
Woodland Heights Neighborhood Facebook Page
Friends of Woodland Heights Facebook Page
Nextdoor Private Neighborhood Social Networking Site
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You live in a house, you belong to a neighborhood!

330 N. Jefferson •Springfield, MO 65806
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