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By Jeff Routh jrouth@tmnews.com 

M ITCHELL — Lawrence County is 

celebrating its bicentennial 

this year, and along with that comes 

a lot of firsts. June 4 marked the 

200th anniversary of the first  

meeting of the Lawrence Circuit 

Court. To celebrate the occasion, 

current Circuit Court Judge Andrea 

McCord (among others) worked to 

bring a traveling oral argument from 

the Indiana Court of Appeals to the 

Opera House in Mitchell. 

   McCord said the Circuit Court first 

met at the home of James Gregory 

about three miles east of what is 

now Bedford. The county seat at that 

time was Palestine. Judge Thomas 

H. Blake was the judge and he had 

been appointed by Gov. Jonathan 

Jennings. 

   John F. Rose was the prosecuting 

attorney and four assault charges 

were brought before the court. The 

bonds of $50 were set for three of 

the defendants and one received a 

$200 bond. All four were to return to 

court in September 1818 term. 

   The afternoon’s actions were true 

court proceedings. There were three 

presiding judges — Edward W. Najam 

Jr., of Monroe County, who has 

served on the court since 1992; 

Melissa S. May, of Vanderburgh 

County, who was appointed to the 

court in 1998; and Elaine S. Brown 

of Dubois County, who was appoint-

ed in 2008. 

   The case before the court on June 

4 was from Jennings County and 

was the case of David E. Proffitt vs. 

the State of Indiana. Proffitt was  

convicted of four counts of dealing 

narcotics, one count of conspiracy  

to deal narcotics and one count of 

maintaining a common nuisance.  

He was convicted on three counts of 

dealing, plus the other two counts. 

He was sentenced to an aggregate 

term of 34 years. 

   He appealed because he feels the 

trial court abused its discretion 

when it admitted certain evidence, 

he contends the evidence was  

insufficient to support his conviction, 

he contends they committed a  

fundamental error when they  

admitted certain evidence and that 

his sentence was inappropriate for  

the crime. 

   The court heard arguments from 

Patrick Magrath on behalf of Proffitt 

and J.T. Whitehead for the state. 

   After the session closed,  

Judge Najam said if they were in 

Indianapolis, they would have a 

short discussion following adjourn-

ment to discuss the merits of the 

appeal. Then they would talk or 

email with each other in greater 

detail at a later date. He said most 

of their decisions are rendered with-

in 4-6 weeks. 

   Following the session, the judges 

answered questions from the  

audience. An audience member 

asked about the number of cases 

the court hears. Najam said local 

courts try over 1.3 million cases a 

year. The Court of Appeals gives 

opinions on some 2,000 cases a 

year and the Indiana Supreme Court 

hears 100 cases. 

   Another question concerned why 

judges wear robes. May said aside 

from tradition, the robes are to  

separate them from who they are in 

private life. And she is glad they did 

do away with the wigs. 

   The judges were asked about  

significant cases they have heard. 

“Every case is significant,” Najam 

said. “Each case has a person  

behind it. We can’t correct every-

thing on appeal. We are here to look 

at the record before us.” 

   He said everyone has the right to 

appeal — it is guaranteed. He said 

the reason there is such a big  

difference between the number of 

cases tried and the number of cases 

that are appealed, is the trial lawyer 

is trying his case as if it is going to 

be  appealed. 

Court of Appeals hears arguments  

Times-Mail/GARET COBB 
MITCHELL – From left, Indiana Appeals Court Judges, Alaine 

Brown, Edward Najam and Melissa May take  

questions about the Indiana Court of Appeals following oral 

arguments June 4. The Indiana Court of Appeals traveled to 

the Mitchell Opera House to hear oral arguments on the case 

of David E. Profitt vs. the State of Indiana. 

   Lawrence County residents 

interested in helping with  

Lawrence County’s year-long 

200th birthday celebration may 

join the monthly planning 

meetings at StoneGate Arts & 

Education Center, 405 I St., 

Bedford, at noon on the third 

Thursday of each month.  

   For more information,  

visit www.facebook.com/

lawrencecountybicentennial. 

Help mark Lawrence 

County’s bicentennial 



S T O N E G A T E  C E N T E R  —  

D E V E L O P I N G ,  L E A R N I N G ,  

C R E A T I N G  

405 I Street 

Bedford, IN 47421 

8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday-Friday 

gene@stonegateeducation.com 

susan@stonegateeducation.com 

Phone: (812) 279-8126 

Fax: (812) 279-6210 

S T O N E G A T E  A R T S  &  E D U C A T I O N  

C E N T E R  

Check out StoneGate online: 

 Website: www.stonegateeducation.com 

 Facebook: www.facebook.com/stonegateartsandeducation 

S uccess and Opportunity At Reading 

(SOAR!) Adult Literacy is in need of  

students and volunteer tutors. 

   Any adult who would like to learn to 

read, improve their current reading  skills 

or would like to volunteer to tutor may 

contact SOAR! Executive Director  

Adele Bowden-Purlee via email at 

soardirector@gmail.com.  

   Students will be matched with volun-

teer tutors who will meet with them at 

their convenience. 

   Want to tutor? SOAR! Adult Literacy 

conducts regular volunteer training ses-

sions as needed throughout the year. 

Help adult non-readers  — volunteer for SOAR 

 

INFORMATION 

   For information about OCU, contact Academic Program  

Coordinator Cheryl Bolton or Administrative Assistant Doran Kruse 

at (812) 279-8126 or at cbolton@oak.edu or dkruse@oak.edu. 

   Ivy Tech Community 

College, Bedford, offers 

a wide variety of basic 

college courses, includ-

ing English composi-

tion, integrated reading 

and writing, public 

speaking, interpersonal 

communication, alge-

bra, psychology, sociol-

ogy, student success in 

university transfer and 

medical terminology.  

   A majority of courses 

transfer to other 

learning institutions. 

Ivy Tech has transfer 

agreements with 

both public and 

private institutions in 

Indiana and in other 

parts of the country, 

including Oakland City 

University, a branch of 

which is housed at 

StoneGate Center. 

   For more information, 

to enroll or register for 

classes, visit Ivy Tech  

Coordinator Vercii Reed 

at StoneGate Arts & 

Education Center at 

405 I St., call (812) 

279-8126, email 

vreed19@ivytech.edu,  

or go online to  

www.ivy tech.edu. 


