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INTRODUCTION
The Municipality of Shuniah (the Municipality) retained McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. (McIntosh
Perry) to conduct an Environmental Screening Process (ESP) for the waste disposal site located along Highway
527, approximately 10 km north of Highway 17/11.
Under the existing Ministry of the Environmental and Climate Change (MOECC) Certificate of Approval (C of
A), Highway 527Waste Disposal Site is currently only permitted to receive woodwaste from three Thunder
Bay area sawmills. The proposed change of use from a woodwaste disposal site to a municipal waste
(domestic) site is considered an eligible project under Part 3 of the Waste Management Projects Regulation
(Ontario Regulation 101/07), as outlined in MOECC’s Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for
Waste Management Projects. Therefore, the Municipality has commenced an ESP to amend the waste
disposal site’s current geographic service area in order to allow the deposition of domestic waste generated
from within the geographic boundaries of Shuniah, and to amend the existing C of A (Waste Disposal). At this
time, the Municipality has no plans to increase the capacity of the current waste disposal site.
The ESP will assess the potential net effects from the proposed change of use to the existing waste disposal
site from a bio-physical and socio-economical environmental perspective. The Environmental Screening
criteria checklist supplied by MOECC has been applied to assess the potential environmental effects of this
project and can be viewed in Appendix A.
Consultation with the MOECC, as well as the public, Aboriginal communities and governing agencies is
completed throughout the ESP at key stages. Members of the public, agencies, Aboriginal communities, and
other interested parties are encouraged, throughout the ESP, to participate by contacting staff with
comments, questions or concerns, and/or by attending the public information centers.
The purpose of this report, Phase 1 Environmental Screening Process Report, is to:


Introduce the project;



Describe the study area and its location;



Briefly outline the Environmental Screening Process as per O.Reg. 101/07;



State the Opportunity/Problem Statement, as per MOECC’s Guide to Environmental Assessment
Requirements for Waste Management Projects (2007);



Explore and highlight potential negative impacts associated with the proposed project, as per
MOECC’s Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects (2007),
and



Summarize all consultation and correspondence received to date from the 1st mandatory public
consultation activity (Notice of Commencement).
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1.1 Study Area
The waste disposal site is located along Highway 527, approximately 10 km north of Highway 17/11. Please
refer to Figure 1-1 for approximate site locaiton
The topography in the vicinity of the woodwaste disposal site is considered hilly, with exposed bedrock in
various areas surrounding the waste disposal site. Currently, the waste is deposited in an elevated bowl like
depression.

Figure 1-1: Site Location

1.2 Site Description
As per the existing Certifical of Approval (C of A) No. 9466-6B2MWN dated April 19, 2006 (Appendix B), the
woodwaste disposal site has a total landfilling area of 7.5 hectares within a total site area of 149 hectares for a
total landfilling capacity of 600,000 m3 at an annual deposition of approximately 100,000 m3. Currently, a total

4

Municipality of Shuniah – Highway 527 Waste Disposal Site
Environmental Screening Process

Environmental Screening Report Phase 1
No.: CM-16-0542

of 19,446 metric tonnes of woodwaste has been deposited, which accounts for 6.5% of the waste disposal
site’s landfilling capacity.

2.0

ENVIRONMENTAL SCREENING
2.1 Ontario Environmental Assessment Act
The purpose of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act (EA Act) is to provide for:
“… the betterment of the people of the whole or any part of Ontario by providing for the
protection, conservation and wise of management in Ontario of the environment. (Part ISection 2)”
The EA Act requires the documentation, examination, and studying of the environment effects that could
arise from various types of projects and/or activities. The objective of the EA Act is to determine the effects
of these projects early in the planning process to ensure that concerns are addressed early on in the design
process.
As per Ontario Regulation 101/07, waste management projects can be designated as:
1. Projects that are subject to Part II of the Act, which requires the proponent to conduct an Individual
Environmental Assessment,
2. Projects that are subject to Part II of the Act, but are exempt from conducting an Individual
Environmental Assessment subject to fulfilling the Environmental Screening Process (ESP), or,
3. Projects that are exempt from Part II of the Act all-together.

2.2 Environmental Screening Process
Projects that meet the requirements of Part 3 of Ontario Regulation 101/07 are subject to the Environmental
Screening Process (ESP). Part B of the guide outlines the Environmental Assessment requirements for Waste
Management Projects. It is the responsibility of the proponent to determine if the ESP applies to their
project. Prior to commencement of project planning, site layout, or design, it is recommended that the
proponent commence the ESP to avoid making irreversible decisions.
The ESP is to be completed in accordance with MOECC’s Guide to Environmental Requirements for Waste
Management Projects (March 2007). The ESP follows steps 1 – 14 outlined in Part B of the guide, which
includes four (4) mandatory points-of-contact (public consultation) with stakeholders, determination of the
potential environmental impacts of the proposed project, and mitigation measures corresponding to the
potential environmental impacts.
The ESP is outlined in the below flow-chart below (Figure 2-1).
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Figure 2-1: Details of Environmental Screening Process, extracted from “Guide to Environmental
Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects” (2007)
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PROBLEM / OPPORTUNITY
3.1 Problem Background
The Municipality of Shuniah owns a waste disposal site located along Highway 527, approximately 10 km
north of Highway 17/11. The waste disposal site was previously owned and operated by Buchanan Forest
Products for a period of approximately 2 years ending in 2007.
In 2004 a Category “C” Environmental Assessment (EA) was completed by Wardrop Engineering Inc. to assess
potential waste disposal sites for the purposes of woodwaste disposal. In total, the EA completed a
preliminary screening of 135 potential sites for the disposal of woodwaste. The preliminary screening focused
on haul distances to the sites and their total area. Of the 135 potential sites that were preliminary screened,
43 of those sites were carried forward for a secondary screening. The secondary screening focused on the
transportation corridor potentially used, the parcel size, physical constraints of the site (i.e. is there a
watercourse flowing through the middle), and environmental constraints. All but 2 sites were selected to be
evaluated in detail where one would be selected as the preferred woodwaste disposal site. Highway 527
Waste Disposal site, as described above, was selected for disposal of woodwaste based on the fact that the
site was remove, did not have many neighbors (with the exception of a resident to the north), and posed little
environmental risk.
As per the current Certificate of Approval (C of A) dated April 19, 2006 (No. 9466-6B2MWN), the waste
disposal site shall be used to landfill non-hazardous waste limited to woodwastes consisting of softwood bark,
sawdust, shavings, wood chips, trim blocks, broken logs, and soil. The waste disposal site was purchased by
the Municipality of Shuniah in 2012, after which time the ECA was amended to reflect the new ownership. The
Municipality also purchased additional lands by means of a Land Use Permit from the Crown for the waste
disposal site’s foot print area and attenuation zone.
The Municipality is proposing to use the Highway 527 waste disposal site for the disposal of municipal waste
generated from within the geographic boundaries of Shuniah. As per the above noted C of A, “use of the site
for any other type of waste is not approved under this certificate, and requires obtaining a separate approval
amending this certificate”. As such, this project is subject to Part II of the Environmental Act in accordance
with Ontario Regulation 101/07, Section 18:
“A change to a waste disposal site described in subsection 2(1) or 11(1) or (2) is defined as a major
commercial or business enterprise or activity and is designated as an undertaking to which the Act
applies, if the geographic area from which the site receives waste after the change would include
any area from which the site was not authorized to receive waste under the Environmental
Protection Act…”
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3.2 Problem/ Opportunity Statement
The Municipality has initiated the Environmental Screening Process to amend Highway 527 Waste Disposal
site current geographic service area in order to allow for deposit of domestic waste generated from the
geographic boundaries of Shuniah. At this time, the Municipality has no plans to increase the capacity of the
current waste disposal site.
The Environmental Screening Process is being applied to this project to assess potential negative impacts to
the bio-physical and socio-economical environment. Where the possibility of impacting the bio-physical and
socio-economical environment exists, mitigation measures can be researched and recommended to eliminate
or minimize negative impacts prior to commencing any planning / design and operations of the landfill.
Conducting this environmental study is beneficial in the sense that additional environmental information will
be obtained in the vicinity of the waste disposal site, and mitigation measures will be thoroughly researched
and proposed to help protect the environment during construction, operation, and closure of the waste
disposal site.

4.0

SCREENING CRITERIA AND POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS
As per the Guide to Environmental Assessment requirements for Waste Management Projects (March 2007),
the screening criteria checklist was applied to identify the potential environmental effects of the proposed
project. The completed checklist can be viewed in Appendix A. The following environmental components may
be impacted by this project:


Surface and Groundwater



Land



Air and Noise



Natural Environment



Resources



Socio-economic



Heritage and Culture



Aboriginal, and



Other

A brief description of the potential environmental impacts associated with the proposed project are outlined
in the proceeding sections.

4.1 Surface and Groundwater
There is a potential for the domestic waste to cause negative effects on both groundwater and surface water
downgradient of the waste site. The main concern is the potential for leachate impacted groundwater to
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discharge to the downgradient surface water bodies, including the North Current River and Penassen Creek
along the western and southern property limits, respectively, as well as a pond with a north flowing stream
along the eastern site boundary.
A summary is provided in the below sections.
4.1.1

Site Conditions

The topography of the subject area is hilly. Bedrock forms the core of these hills and is exposed in various
locations surrounding the waste site. The currently approved disposal area is located in an elevated bowl
depression.
Ontario Geological Survey (OGS) Map No. 2542 (Bedrock Geology of Ontario, West-Central Sheet, Scale
1:1,000,000), indicates geology is comprised of shallow moraine or glacial fluvial deposits. The soils at the site
generally consist of surficial organic matter of variable thickness overlying variable deposits of sand, sand and
gravel, and silt with cobbles and boulders underlain by Precambrian bedrock.
Shallow groundwater in the overburden soil will mimic the topography and is controlled by the underlying
bedrock surface. Groundwater flow within the underlying bedrock is likely minimal due to the absence of any
apparent significant fault or fracture zones at the site, which characteristic of the low hydraulic conductivity
and porosity of typical Precambrian bedrock.
Apart from the perched peatland areas, groundwater was not encountered during the initial hydrogeological
investigation in the overburden until elevations approaching that of the surface bodies surrounding the site.
This indicates predominantly well-drained soils with local groundwater gradients directed either toward the
isolated peatland areas or toward the North Current River, Penassen Creek or the unnamed pond and creek
east and north of the site.
The current waste fill area includes a narrow strip of perched peatland ringed by bedrock ridges which takes
advantage of the underlying bedrock’s relatively low permeability. The site is also situated at, the
approximate local height of land, which results in groundwater divide causing radial groundwater and surface
water flow from the site.
4.1.2

Potential Environmental Impact

Leachate generation occurs when groundwater and/or infiltrating rain water comes in contact with the
deposited waste products at the site. When the leachate enters the subsurface environment, it can impact
the groundwater and migrate in the direction of groundwater flow, potentially discharging to downgradient
surface water bodies. As the impacted groundwater migrates from the waste area, the concentrations of
leachate components are expected to decrease due to dilution, dispersion and other attenuation processes
such as biodegradation, cation exchange, sorption and precipitation. In order to allow the natural
environment to assist with assimilation of these leachate impacts, a buffer, or attenuation zone is commonly

9

Municipality of Shuniah – Highway 527 Waste Disposal Site
Environmental Screening Process

Environmental Screening Report Phase 1
No.: CM-16-0542

incorporated into the design of landfill sites. No direct control of groundwater was originally contemplated
for this site. The original site design allowed adequate natural attenuation to provide the required level of
protection to groundwater resources from the effects of leachate migration. In addition, the location of the
site was carefully chosen to coincide with a naturally occurring groundwater trap in the underlying bedrock
topography and to maintain as large a separation between the waste fill area and the potential receiving
surface water bodies as was practical considering the topographic conditions at the site. The volume of
leachate produced is best minimized by controlling the amount of water that is allowed to come in contact
with the waste products and the length of time that it remains in contact. Above ground waste disposal as
well as the placement of cover soil as waste placement progresses and shaping the cover to promote surface
drainage will help achieve this goal.
The currently approved leachate attenuation zone includes approximately 149 hectares of land, the
perimeter of which is generally coincident with water bodies or the highway. During the original design of the
woodwaste site, calculations of the average attenuative ability of this area was performed using a
conservative mass balance approach relying only upon dilution. Calculations were also performed to estimate
the impact to the receiving surface water bodies. During the Environmental Screening Process, these same
attenuation and potential impact calculations will be performed to considering the leachate characteristics of
a municipal waste stream and to assess the potential impact on downgradient groundwater resources and
receiving surface water bodies.
4.1.3

Water Quality Monitoring

Groundwater and surface water quality has been monitored three times annually (spring, summer and fall) at
the site since 2006, prior to the commencement of waste disposal on October 23, 2006. The below
groundwater and surface water monitoring stations were established downgradient of the site to assess
water quality.
Groundwater:


MW1: 900 m northeast of disposal area.



MW2: 780 m northeast of disposal area.



MW3: 300 m west of disposal area.



MW4: 525 m south of disposal area.



MW5: 260 m east of disposal area.



Domestic Water Well (DW1): 1,000 m northeast of the disposal area.
Surface Water:



SW1: 1,275 m southwest of disposal area.



SW2: 1,090 m southwest of disposal area.



SW3: 975 m southwest of disposal area.
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SW4: 50 m west of disposal area.



SW5: 975 m north of disposal area.



SW6: 1,125 m northeast of disposal area.



SW7: 260 m east of disposal area.
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Water samples collected from the above locations have historically been submitted to a Canadian Association
for Laboratory Accreditation (CALA) certified and accredited independent laboratory for analysis of a suite of
woodwaste leachate indicator parameters to assess the environmental conditions at and downgradient of
the site.
The groundwater results were compared to the Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change
(MOECC) Guideline B-7, commonly known as the Reasonable Use Guidelines (RUG). RUG allows off-site
impact from disposal sites within established guidelines based on the reasonable use of the downgradient
groundwater now or in the future in order to allow for attenuation of impacts while protecting existing and
potential downgradient groundwater users. Typically, the reasonable use of the groundwater is considered to
be drinking water and the criteria are calculated based on the Ontario Drinking Water Standards (ODWS).
When based on the ODWS, the guideline allows for increases of up to 25 to 50% of the difference between
background concentrations and the ODWS for health-related and non-health related parameters,
respectively. For compliance purposes, the RUG criteria were only applied to groundwater at the designated
boundary (i.e. the attenuation boundary).
The surface water results were compared to the MOECC Provincial Water Quality Objectives (PWQO), which
are criteria protective of both aquatic life and recreation uses.
In addition, a groundwater and surface water quality trigger program was established and implemented as an
early warning system for potential leachate impacts downgradient of the site. In the event of confirmed
trigger exceedances, contingency measures are to be implemented at the site to reduce or eliminate the
identified leachate impacts. The contingency measures to be implemented will be dependent upon the
nature of the environmental impacts and site specific conditions.
Current water quality results are generally consistent with the results measured when the site began
receiving waste in 2006, and are considered to represent background (non-impacted) conditions at the site.
Based on the minor amount of woodwaste placed at the site and the short amount of time the site has been
in operation, it is expected that any leachate generated to date would be minimal.
4.1.4

Water Taking Activities

Water taking activities from surface and groundwater water sources are not expected to be required during
the construction, operation, or decommissioning. Therefore, surface and groundwater flow quantities will not
be affected.
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4.2 Land
When selecting land for waste disposal purposes, is it important to avoid disturbance to adjacent lands and
minimize potential environmental impacts. Waste disposal sites are preferably located in remote areas where
little to no residential dwellings or sensitive lands exist. As previously indicated, a category “C” Environmental
Assessment was completed in 2004 for the selection of a new woodwaste facility. Numerous sites were
evaluated based on site remoteness, and physical and environmental constraints. The current woodwaste
disposal site along Highway 527 was selected as the preferred site because it is not adjacent to many
neighbors with exception to one residential dwelling to the north, and did not contain many physical and
environmental constraints. (Wardrop Engineering Inc., 2004)
From an aesthetic point of view, the change in waste deposited at the facility is not anticipated to negatively
impact residence given that the closest resident is approximately 900m north of the waste disposal facility,
which is buffered by mature forest and topography.
The proposed change of waste to be deposited at the existing woodwaste disposal facility is consistent with
the Provincial Policy Statement (2014). As detailed in the Category “C” EA by Wardrop in 2004, the Ministry of
Natural Resources (MNR) reviewed the waste disposal site location and confirmed that the site is not in
conflict with known aggregate resources. The site will also remain consistent with municipal zoning bylaws,
land-use policies and plans. The current waste disposal site is not located on hazard lands or unstable lands
subject to erosion.
Effects on adjacent and residential properties will be further investigated in Phase 2 of the Environmental
Screening and any potential impacts identified will be mitigated, as necessary.

4.3 Air and Noise
The change of use from a woodwaste disposal site to a municipal waste disposal site is not expected to cause
negative effects to the air quality due to an increase in emissions. The burning of waste will be prohibited
and trace amounts of volatile organic compounds (VOCs), including trace hydrocarbons, are expected to be
minimal.
The decomposition of waste will result in the production of greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide and
methane. It will be determined in the design phase whether the collection of methane for energy production
will be economically feasible.
The allowable rate of waste deposition as per the existing C of A will not increase. However, there is an
increase potential for unpleasant odours due to changing the waste from woodwaste to municipal waste. The
waste disposal site is greater than 500m from Highway 527 and approximately 900m from the closest
residential dwelling, which is greater than the 100m buffer area as per Ontario Regulation 232/98. Mitigation
measures will be incorporated to minimize emission of unpleasant odours, such as covering the waste daily.
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There is the potential for increase in noise emissions due to vehicle traffic and the use of operation
equipment. There is the potential for increase in noise and dust emission d on-site due to machinery and
vehicular traffic which may be irritating to adjacent properties. However, it is not expected that changing the
type of waste deposited on-site from woodwaste to municipal waste will increase the noise or dust
generated. It is expected that the waste disposal site will be operated during regular work hours and will not
be a nuisance during evenings.
In summary, there is the potential for negative impacts to the atmosphere as a result of the depositing of
domestic waste. Therefore, mitigation measures will be identified during

4.4 Natural Environment
The lands surrounding the waste disposal site may provide a number of significant ecological features which
have not been previously recorded. As such, a desktop Natural Environmental Screen was conducted by
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers (2016) to characterize the natural environmental on the waste disposal
site and its surrounding lands.
4.4.1

Vegetation

The Shuniah Landfill is present within the Ontario Shield Ecozone and the Pigeon River Ecoregion (4W), which
extends from just west of the Sibley Peninsula and Thunder Bay west to Atikokan and Quetico Provincial Park
(Crins et. al., 2009). Aerial photographs and Google Earth StreetView mapping shows the following vegetation
species as present within the study area: Jack pine (Pinus banksiana), trembling aspen (Populus tremuloides),
large-tooth aspen (Populus grandidentata), white birch (Betula papyrifera), black spruce (Picea mariana),
balsam fir (Abies balsamea), and white spruce (Picea glauca). These species are characteristic of the mixed
forests of the Pigeon River Ecoregion (Crins, Gray, Uhlig, & Wester, 2009).
4.4.2

Wildlife

According to Ontario Nature’s Reptile and Amphibian Atlas mapping, ranges for the following reptiles and
amphibians are present within the study area: Spring Peeper (Pseudacris crucifer), American Toad (Anaxyrus
americanus), Green Frog (Rana clamitans), Wood Frog (Lithobates sylvaticus), and Western Painted Turtle
(Chrysemys picta belii). Given the habitat present within the study area (i.e. mixed forest, open habitat,
watercourse, wetland), these species are likely present within the study area.
Characteristic mammals of the Pigeon River Ecoregion include moose (Alces alces), American black bear (Ursus
americana), and snowshoe hare (Lepus americanus) (Crins, Gray, Uhlig, & Wester, 2009). Given the habitat
present within the study area, these species are likely to occur there.
Data from the Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas for the 10 km2 square that the study area is present in, lists 62
species of birds (Bird Studies Canada, 2007). Given the habitat present within the study area, the following
species are likely to occur: Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbellus), Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus varius),
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Downy Woodpecker (Picoides pubescens), Hairy Woodpecker (Leuconotopicus villosus), Black-backed
Woodpecker (Picoides arcticus), Pileated Woodpecker (Hylatomus pileatus), Gray Jay (Perisoreus canadensis),
Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata), Common Raven (Corvus corax), Black-capped Chickadee (Poecile atricapillus),
Red-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta canadensis), Hermit Thrush (Catharus guttatus), Magnolia Warbler (Setophaga
magnolia), Yellow-rumped Warbler (Setophaga coronata), Blackburnian Warbler (Setophaga fusca), and Whitethroated Sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis).
4.4.3

Fish and Fish Habitat

The North Current River and unnamed tributary are present on the western and southern boundaries of the
study area. The LIO database states that the North Current River has a coldwater thermal regime. Waller Lake
connects to the North Current River approximately 1.5 km north of the study area. Information gathered from
MNRF’s Fish ON-Line for Waller Lake, lists the following species as potentially present: Brook Trout (Salvelinus
fontinalis), Rainbow Trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss), Rock Bass (Ambloplites rupestris), Sunfish (Lepomis sp.),
Largemouth Bass (Micropterus salmoides), Brown Trout (Salmo trutta), Walleye (Sander vitreus), and Northern
Pike (Esox lucius). (Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, 2012)
4.4.4

Species at Risk

The only species at risk (SAR) listed as potentially present within the study area were Eastern Wood-pewee
(Contopus virens), a special concern species, and Canada Warbler (Cardellina canadensis), a special concern
species. This information was gathered from the OBBA (Bird Studies Canada, 2007). No other SAR were listed
as potentially present within the study area, in any of the other background sources examined. Given the
habitat present, neither the Eastern Wood-pewee, nor the Canada Warbler, are expected to be present within
the study area.
The change in the type of waste deposited at the waste disposal site is not expected to impact the vegetation
and wildlife on-site. SAR are of little concern at the waste disposal site given the natural habitat conditions.
There is however, North Current River and Penassen Creek which sustain fish and fish habitat. Potential
leachate migrate can potentially impact these watercourses. As such, mitigation measures are to be
incorporated as this project moves forward.
It was determined that there are no protected natural areas, such as areas of natural and scientific interest
(ANSI's), environmentally sensitive areas (ESAs) or other significant natural areas within close proximity to the
waste disposal site.
The change of waste type deposited at the waste disposal facility is not expected to increase bird hazards.
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4.5 Socio-Economic Environment
4.5.1

Political Jurisdiction

The Highway 527 waste disposal site is located within the Municipality of Shuniah.
4.5.2

Adjacent Lands

Land surrounding the study area consists mainly by mature forested areas and varying topography. The North
Current River is situated to the west, Penassen Creek to the south and a unnamed pond and creek east and north
of the site.
It is not anticipated that there will be aesthetic impacts associated with the change in waste type accepted at
the Highway 527 waste disposal site. The waste disposal site is roughly 500m setback from Highway 527 and
has a well-established treed/vegetated buffer zone. The treed/vegetated buffer zone hides the waste
disposal site from the travelling public on Highway 527.
4.5.3

Communities, Residences and Commercial Development

There are no residential communities or commercial developments in the immediate vicinity of the study area
with exception to one (1) rural residential home approximately 900 m north of the study area.
4.5.4

Recreation and Tourism

Mount Baldy Ski Area is located approximately 7 km south from the waste disposal site along Highway 527.
Mount Baldy is a popular ski destination within the Municipality of Shuniah and within close proximity to
Thunder Bay. It is not expected that the change in waste type will negatively impact Mount Baldy Ski Area or
anyone commuting to the Ski Resort.
4.5.5

Agricultural Lands

It was determined that the lands at the waste disposal site and surrounding lands are classified as a Class 7
soil - soils in this class have no capacity for arable culture or permanent pasture. There are also no agricultural
lands within close proximity to the waste disposal site, and therefore, the change of type of waste deposited
at the site is not expected to negatively impact agricultural production.
4.5.6

Resources

It is expected that the decomposition of domestic waste will result in the production of greenhouse gases,
such as carbon dioxide and methane. It will be determined in the design phase whether the collection of
methane for energy production will be economically feasible.

15

Municipality of Shuniah – Highway 527 Waste Disposal Site
Environmental Screening Process

Environmental Screening Report Phase 1
No.: CM-16-0542

Detailed in a previous report of the waste disposal site titled, “Draft Environmental Study Report Proposed
Wood Waste Disposal Site”, written by Wardrop Engineering Inc. (2004), the Ministry of Natural Resources
(MNR) reviewed the waste disposal site location and confirmed that the site is not in conflict with known
aggregate resources.
4.5.7

Aboriginal Communities

The proposed change in waste deposited at the Highway 527 waste disposal site is not expected to negatively
impact aboriginal communities or lands. However, consultation with Aboriginal communities is important
within the Environmental Screening Process. The Aboriginal and Treaty Rights Information System (ATRIS)
identified four (4) parties that may hold an interest in the land and that will be consulted throughout the
Environmental Screening Process; Métis Nation of Ontario, Algonquins of Ontario, Fort William First Nation,
and Red Rock Indian Bank – Lake Helen Reserve 53A.

4.6 Cultural Environment - Heritage and Culture
The proposed change in waste deposited at Highway 527 waste disposal site is not expected to negatively
impact heritage buildings, structures or sites, archaeological sites or areas of archaeological importance, or
cultural heritage landscape as the approved waste disposal site footprint will not be expanded at this time.
A Stage One Archaeological and Heritage Impact Assessment was conducted in 2004 by Boreal Heritage
Consulting for the waste disposal site. The purpose of the assessment was to provide information on known
and potential Archaeological or Heritage Resources in the area of the Woodwaste Disposal Site. For
Archaeological or Heritage resources in the area, the impact assessment used the National Site Registration
Database at the Regional Ministry of Culture Regional Office, Thunder Bay. It was determined that the waste
disposal site is located in the DdJg Borden bloc with no sites nearby and is adjacent to DdJh which has one
site (DdJh-3, Palaeo-Indian), 7 km to the south. Geomorphological works were conducted and a drive-by of
the site showed no relic beach development in the area. The Stage One Archaeological and Heritage Impact
Assessment assigned a set of values for aggregate source sites based on their relation to physical land
features. A total score of 60 or more indicates a location of high potential for archaeological and/or heritage
significance, a scope of 40-60 being medium potential, and a scope of 40 or less being considered a location
of low potential. The waste disposal site along Highway 527 was given a score of 0 and was considered low
potential for archaeological/heritage significance. The report recommended that given the low potential for
Archaeological or Heritage resources at waste disposal site, the site be cleared of any further Archaeological
and Heritage concerns.
The Stage One Archaeological and Heritage Impact Assessment was submitted to the Ministry of Culture, who
issued a response letter on August 12, 2004. The letter states that the ministry concurs with the
recommendations in the report. The Stage One Archaeological and Heritage Impact Assessment and response
letter from the Ministry of Culture can be viewed in Appendix C.
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CONSULTATION PROCESS
Consultation is a key component of the Environmental Screening Process. Consultation occurs throughout
the planning of the project and is carried out in conjunction with environmental protection principles, as well
as per Ontario Regulation 101/07 and Part B of the Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for
Waste Management Projects. Consultation plays a key role in achieving the following goals:


To identify public concerns and values;



To identify agency mandates and concerns;



To collect information about the existing environment;



To involve review agencies and the public in the development of solutions to complex
environmental issues;



To provide information to agencies and the public about the potential decisions and the related
effects; and



To provide information to agencies and the public about the Class EA process.

There are four (4) mandatory points of contact during an Environmental Screening process which include:


Notice of Study Commencement;



Consultation with Interested Parties/Notice of Public Information Centre #1;



Consultation with Interested Parties /Notice of Public Information Centre #2; and



Notice of Completion of Environmental Screening Report (ESR)

5.1.1

Notice of Study Commencement

The first mandatory point of contact was the Notice of Study Commencement, which was distributed to
inform stakeholders of the project. Governing agencies, local government, the public, Aboriginal
communities, utilities, and other groups with jurisdiction over the study area were sent letters of Notice of
Study Commencement on November 14th, 2016.
Public Notification of Study Commencement advertisements were placed in the Chronicle-Journal and on the
Municipality of Shuniah’s Website on November 12th and 19th, 2016.
Study commencement notification materials including example letter, contact list and advertisements can be
found in Appendix D.
A summary of consultation responses is provided in Table 5-1 and will be updated as the assignment
progresses. Consultation correspondence, including emails received by the project team, can be found in
Appendix E.
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Table 5-1: Stakeholder Responses
Contact Type

Concern Raised
Comment / Concern: A resident was inquiring how input and
comments are to be received. The Notice of Commencement
letter/advertisement was unclear on how to do so.

Municipality of Shuniah

Response: The Municipality was informed that comments can be
submitted to either Crag Baumann from the Municipality of Shuniah,
or Lisa Marshall from McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Lts.

Comment / Concern: Requested a rationale as to which trigger s.12 –
s.18 of O.Reg. 101/07 was triggered for the Environmental Screening
Process to be initiated for the Township of Shuniah.

Ministry of the Environment
and Climate Change (MOECC) –
Environmental Approvals
Branch

Ministry of Tourism, Culture,
and Sport (MTCS)

Response: MPCE responded via email and stated that, as per s.18
O.Reg. 101/07, “The change would include new area to the
geographic area from which the site is authorized to receive waste”.
The ECA was approved to accept wood waste from three Thunder
Bay area sawmills, however, with the proposed change of use, the
landfill will be receiving domestic waste from the geographic
boundaries of the Municipality of Shuniah. Therefore, the
Environmental Screening process was initiated.
Comment / Concern: The MTCS issued a standard Environmental
Assessment letter that stated Archaeological Assessment and Built
Heritage and Cultural Heritage Checklists should be completed to
determine whether Archaeological and Heritage Assessments are
required.
Response: A Stage One Archaeological and Heritage Impact
Assessment was conducted in 2004 by Boreal Heritage Consulting for
the waste disposal site (Appendix C).

Lakehead Region Conservation
Authority (LRCA)

Comment / Concern: The staff at LRCA did not have any comments
or concerns with the proposed change from woodwaste to domestic
waste. However, if the existing landfill capacity is expanded, a permit
from LRCA may be required.
Response: A response to LRCA was sent via email on December 13th,
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Concern Raised
2016, stating that at this time there were no plans to expand the
capacity of the existing waste disposal site. LRCA will continue to be
informed throughout the Environmental Screening Process.
Comment / Concern: Requested all pertinent/relevant background
information used to arrive at the current screening process point, and
this site in particular. Also, requested the permitting of what is
already in place and any environmental information to date.

Resident

Response: The residents were informed that the Notice of
Commencement is to solely inform Governing Agencies, the Public
and Aboriginal Communities that the Township has commenced the
Environmental Screening process to the change of use Highway 527
from a woodwaste disposal site to a domestic waste.
At this time, McIntosh Perry and North Rock Environmental Inc. are
preparing an Environmental Screening Report (Part 1) which will
define the Problem Statement, provide a project description,
document the existing conditions (natural and socio-economic
environments) and identify the potential environmental
effects. Upon completion of the report, the Municipality of Shuniah
will post the Environmental Screening report (Part 1) on their website
for viewing and host a Public Information Centre (2nd mandatory
point of consultation) to allow the Governing Agencies, the Public
and Aboriginal Communities to provide comment. The
Environmental Screening Report will be updated at various stages of
the screening process to including mitigation measures and identify
the net effects. Two more mandatory consultations will follow: 2nd
PIC and Notice of Completion/Environmental Screening Report
viewing which will also allow Governing Agencies, the Public and
Aboriginal Communities to provide comments.
Comment / Concern: The resident expressed concerns over the
location of the waste disposal site:

Resident

1) The hydrology of the lake known as T. Lake has a free running
spring feeding its supply of water.
2) A protected species of fish is endemic to the lake systems. Having
personally seen a Dace in a minnow trap years earlier.
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Concern Raised
3) That the lake known as T. Lake is the proposed site of a new
H.A.G.I. camp.
Response: In order to address the resident’s concerns, additional
information was requested, such as:
1) The resident’s location and proximity to the waste disposal site,
2) Location of T. Lake as neither McIntosh Perry or the Municipality
of Shuniah are familiar with T. Lake.
The resident was also informed that the Notice of Commencement is
to solely inform Governing Agencies, the Public and Aboriginal
Communities that the Township has commenced the Environmental
Screening process to the change of use Highway 527 from a
woodwaste disposal site to a domestic waste.

Resident

Comment / Concern: Residents that lives 3.5 km south of the waste
disposal site expressed concerns of possible pollutants entering the
North Current River from the proposed waste disposal site. The North
Current River flows south and directly through their yard. They use
this river for swimming on a regular basis and their well is located not
far from the river. Due to the North Current Rivers’ close proximity to
the proposed disposal site and the fact that it is located downhill
from this site, they find it very probable that pollutants will find their
way into the river. They are not the only people that this would
negatively effect. There are many other people that live along the
river south of them.
Response: The residents were informed that the Notice of
Commencement is to solely inform Governing Agencies, the Public
and Aboriginal Communities that the Township has commenced the
Environmental Screening process to the change of use Highway 527
from a woodwaste disposal site to a domestic waste.
At this time, McIntosh Perry and North Rock Environmental Inc. are
preparing an Environmental Screening Report (Part 1) which will
define the Problem Statement, provide a project description,
document the existing conditions (natural and socio-economic
environments) and identify the potential environmental
effects. Upon completion of the report, the Municipality of Shuniah
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Concern Raised
will post the Environmental Screening report (Part 1) on their website
for viewing and host a Public Information Centre (2nd mandatory
point of consultation) to allow the Governing Agencies, the Public
and Aboriginal Communities to provide comment. The
Environmental Screening Report will be updated at various stages of
the screening process to including mitigation measures and identify
the net effects. Two more mandatory consultations will follow: 2nd
PIC and Notice of Completion/Environmental Screening Report
viewing which will also allow Governing Agencies, the Public and
Aboriginal Communities to provide comments.

6.0

CONCLUSION
This Phase 1 Environmental Screening Process report summarize the existing environmental and socioeconomic conditions and highlighted the potential negative impacts associated with changing the type of
waste deposited at the Highway 527 waste disposal site from woodwaste to municipal waste. Based on the
potential negative impacts associated with the project, the Municipality of Shuniah intends to continue with
the Environmental Screening Process to establish appropriate mitigation measures for the associated
potential negative impacts.
If there are any questions or concerns pertaining to this Phase 1 Environmental Screening Process report,
please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned.
Respectfully,

Lisa Marshall, P.Eng
Project Engineer
115 Walgreen Road, R R 3, Carp, ON, K0A 1L0
T. 613.836.2184 (2224) | F. 613.836.3742
l.marshall@mcintoshperry.com | www.mcintoshperry.com
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APPENDIX A
MOECC’S ENVIRONMENTAL SCREENING CRITERIA CHECKLIST

Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects
Part B - Environmental Screening Process

Schedule I Screening Criteria Checklist
—

Each criterion is based on a question which is prefaced with the phrase:
Might the project....
Criterion

Yes

No

Additional Information

1. Surface and Ground Water

1.1

cause negative effects on surface water quality,
quantities or flow?



X




1.2

cause negative effects on ground water quality,
quantity or movement?



X



1.3

cause significant sedimentation or soil erosion or
shoreline or riverbank erosion on or off site?

X




1.4

cause negative effects on surface or ground water
from accidental spills or releases (e.g., leachate) to the
environment?

X





A wetland and watercourse (North
Current River) is within close
proximity to the site.
Leachate migration may negatively
impact surface water.
Water flow within watercourse is not
expected to change. Water will not
be taken.
The introduction of domestic waste
to the site could create leachate that
can infiltrate into the ground
negatively affect groundwater
quality.
Dewatering activities will not be
required and therefore groundwater
quantity will not be affected.
Shoreline works will not be
undertaken
No sedimentation, erosion, or
shoreline/riverbank erosion is
anticipated.
Leachate produced may infiltrate the
ground and negatively impact the
groundwater quality.
Leachate migration may negatively
impact surface water quality.
Accidental spills of fuel, lubricating
oils, and other fluids could be
released from on-site machinery (i.e.
dozer).

2. Land

2.1

cause negative effects on residential, commercial,
institutional or other sensitive land uses within 500
meters from the site boundary?

X



Leachate migration could negatively
impact lands close to the site
boundary.

Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects
Part B - Environmental Screening Process

Criterion

Yes

No

Additional Information

2.2

not be consistent with the Provincial Policy
Statement, provincial land use or resource
management plans?

X



The usage change of the waste
disposal site will be consistent with
the Provincial Policy Statement,
provincial land use, and resource
management plans.

2.3

be inconsistent with municipal land use policies, plans
and zoning bylaws (including municipal setbacks)?

X



The usage change of the waste
disposal site will be consistent with
municipal land use policies, plans,
and zoning bylaws.

2.4

use lands not zoned as industrial, heavy industrial or
waste disposal?

X



The existing waste disposal site is
zoned for waste disposal. At this
time, the waste disposal site will not
be expanded.

2.5

use hazard lands or unstable lands subject to erosion?

X



No, the usage change of the waste
disposal site will not use hazard
lands or unstable lands subject to
erosion.

2.6

cause negative effects related to the
remediation of contaminated land?

X



No, the usage change of the waste
disposal site will not cause negative
effects related to the remediation of
contaminated lands.

X



The burning of domestic waste will
not be practiced, therefore negative
effects to air quality will not occur.
Trace amounts of volatile organic
compounds (VOC), including trace
hydrocarbons are expected to be
minimal.

3. Air and Noise

3.1

cause negative effects on air quality due to emissions
(for parameters such as temperature, thermal
treatment exhaust flue gas volume, nitrogen dioxide,
sulphur dioxide, residual oxygen, opacity, hydrogen
chloride, suspended particulates, or other
contaminants)?



3.2

cause negative effects from the emission of greenhouse
gases (e.g., carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide,
methane)?

X



It is expected that landfill gases,
primarily methane and carbon
dioxide, will be produced as waste
decomposition takes place.
Mitigation of landfill gas migration
will be addressed in the design
phase. Methane may be captured for
energy production.

3.3

cause negative effects from the emission of dust or
odour?

X



Odours are possible if cover material
is not applied.
Increased truck traffic may increase
dust emissions when driving on-site.
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Criterion
3.4

cause negative effects from the emission of noise?

3.5

cause light pollution from trucks or other operational
activities at the site?

Yes

No

X

X

Additional Information


Noise is expected to be generated
on-site from machinery (i.e. dozer),
but this work would take place
during regular work hours.



Landfill operation will use little to no
lights.



Given the habitat present, rare
(vulnerable), threatened or
endangered species of flora or fauna
are unlikely on-site. However, an
inventory of the natural
environmental will be conducted.

4. Natural Environment

4.1

cause negative effects on rare (vulnerable),
threatened or endangered species of flora or
fauna or their habitat?

X

4.2

cause negative effects on protected natural areas
such as, ANSIs, ESAs or other significant natural
areas?

X



There are not protected natural
areas such as, ANSI’s, ESAs or other
significant natural areas within close
proximity to the waste disposal site.

4.3

cause negative effects on designated wetlands?

X



There are no designated wetlands
within close proximity to the waste
disposal site.

4.4

cause negative effects on wildlife habitat,
populations, corridors or movement?

X



The usage change of the waste
disposal site will not affect wildlife
habitat populations, corridors or
movement.
At this time the Municipality is not
planning to expand the footprint of
the waste disposal site.
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Criterion
4.5

cause negative effects on fish or their habitat,
spawning, movement or environmental
conditions (e.g., water temperature, turbidity,
etc.)?

Yes

No

Additional Information


X





Negative impacts on fish and their
habitat, spawning, movement or
environmental conditions are
unlikely. However;
o A wetland and watercourse is
within close proximity to the
site.
o Leachate migration may
negatively impact surface water.
Water flow within watercourse is not
expected to change. Water will not
be taken.
Shoreline works will not be
undertaken
No sedimentation, erosion, or
shoreline/riverbank erosion is
anticipated.

4.6

cause negative effects on locally important or
valued ecosystems or vegetation?

X



There are no locally important or
valued ecosystems within close
proximity to the waste disposal site.

4.7

increase bird hazards within the area that could
impact surrounding land uses (e.g., airports)?

X



The usage change of the waste
disposal site will not increase bird
hazards.

5. Resources

5.1

result in practices inconsistent with waste studies and/or
waste diversion targets (e.g., result in final disposal of
materials subject to diversion programs)?

X



Separation and diversion of the
waste occurs at the source.

5.2

result in generation of energy that cannot be
captured and utilized?

X



Small amounts of methane are
expected to be produced, which
could be captured for energy
production. However, methane
production is expected to be minimal
and will unlikely be economically
unfeasible.

5.3

be located a distance from required infrastructure
(such as availability to customers, markets and
other factors)?

X



The site is located approximately 10
km north of Highway 17/11, within
the Municipality of Shuniah and is
assessable.
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Criterion
5.4

5.5

cause negative effects on the use of Canada Land
Inventory Class 1-3, specialty crop or locally significant
agricultural lands?

Yes

No

Additional Information

X



The waste disposal site and
surrounding lands are classified as a
Class 7 soil – Soils in this class have
no capacity for arable culture or
permanent pasture.

X



There is no agricultural production
within close proximity of the waste
disposal site.

X



There is one (1) resident within
500m of the waste disposal site
boundary.
The usage change of the waste
disposal site is not expected to
drastically alter previous operation
and schedules.
The usage change of the waste
disposal site will allow residents to
dispose of their waste.

cause negative effects on existing agricultural
production?

6. Socio-economic

6.1

cause negative effects on neighbourhood or
community character?





6.2

result in aesthetics impacts (e.g., visual and litter
impacts)?

X



The usage change of the waste
disposal site is not expected to
negatively impact aesthetics.

6.3

cause negative effects on local businesses, institutions or
public facilities?

X



There are no local business,
institutions or public facilities within
close proximity of the waste disposal
site.

6.4

cause negative effects on recreation, cottaging or
tourism?

X



The usage change of the waste
disposal site will allow seasons
residents to dispose of their waste.

6.5

cause negative effects related to increases in the
demands on community services and infrastructure?

X



The usage change of the waste
disposal site will allow for the
Municipality to safely dispose of
domestic waste.

6.6

cause negative effects on the economic base of a
municipality or community?

X



The usage change of the waste
disposal site will not negatively
impact the economy of the
Municipality.

X



The usage change of the waste
disposal site will not negatively
impact employment and labour
supply.

6.7

cause negative effects on local employment and labour
supply?
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Criterion

Yes

No

Additional Information

X



The usage change of the waste
disposal site will not negatively
impact traffic.
The closest airport to the waste
disposal site is located 27 km away in
Thunder Bay.

6.8

cause negative effects related to traffic?

6.9

be located within 8 km of an aerodrome/airport
reference point?

X



6.10 interfere with flight paths due to the construction of
facilities with height (i.e., stacks)?

X



6.11 cause negative effects on public health and safety?

X



The usage change of the waste
disposal site will not negatively
impact public health and safety.

The usage change of the waste
disposal site will not require
construction that will interfere with
flight paths.

7. Heritage and Culture

7.1

cause negative effects on heritage buildings, structures or
sites, archaeological sites or areas of archaeological
importance, or cultural heritage landscapes?

X



At this time, the Municipality does
not plan to expand the footprint of
the waste disposal site.

7.2

cause negative effects on scenic or aesthetically
pleasing landscapes or views?

X



The usage change of the waste
disposal site will not negatively
impact scenic or aesthetically
pleasing landscapes or views.



The usage change of the waste
disposal site is not expected to
impact land, resources, traditional
activities, or other interests of
Aboriginal communities. However,
consultation will take place to
confirm this.

8. Aboriginal

8.1

cause negative effects on land, resources, traditional
activities or other interests of Aboriginal
communities?

X

9. Other

9.1

result in the creation of non-hazardous waste
materials requiring disposal?

X



Any waste generated during the
usage change of the waste disposal
site will be used as cover or clean fill.

9.2

result in the creation of hazardous waste materials
requiring disposal?

X



No hazardous waste is expected to
be encountered.

9.3

cause any other negative environmental effects not
covered by the criteria outlined above?

X



N/A
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Ministére
de
|’Environnement

PROVISIONAL CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL
WASTE DISPOSAL SITE
NUMBER 9466-6B2MWN
Issue Date: April 19, 2006

Ontario
1526528 Ontario Inc.
233 South Court Street
Thunder Bay, Ontario
P7B 2X9
Site Location:

Callon Property Wood Waste Disposal Site
Lot 15/16, Concession 2
Shuniah Township, District of Thunder Bay

You have applied in accordance with Section 27 ofthe Environmental Protection Actfor approval of

a woodwaste disposal site providing a total landﬁlling area of 7.5 hectares within a total site area of 149 hectares for a total
landﬁlling capacity of 600,000 cubic metres at an annual deposition of approximately 100,000 cubic metres.
to be used to landﬁll the following;
non-hazardous waste limited to Woodwastes consisting of softwood bark, sawdust, shavings, wood chips ,trim blocks,
broken logs, and soil.
Note: Use of the site for any other type of waste is not approved under this Certiﬁcate, and requires obtaining a separate
approval amending this Certiﬁcate.
For the purpose ofthis Provisional Certiﬁcate ofApproval and the terms and conditions speciﬁed below, thefollowing
deﬁnitions apply:
1. DEFINITIONS

a. "Certificate" means this entire Certiﬁcate of approval document, issued in accordance with section 39 of the EPA, and
includes any schedules to it, the application and the supporting documentation listed in Schedule "A";
b. "Director" means any Ministry employee appointed in writing by the Minister pursuant to section 5 of the EPA as a
Director for the purposes of Part V of the EPA;
c. “District Manager” means the District Manager of the local district ofﬁce of the Ministry in which the Site is
geographically located;
d. "EPA" means Environmental Protection Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. E. 19, as amended;
e. "Operator" means any person, other than the Owner's employees, authorized by the Owner as having the charge,
management or control of any aspect of the site;
f. "Owner" means any person that is responsible for the establishment or operation of the site being approved by this
Certiﬁcate, and includes 1526528 Ontario Inc., its successors and assigns;
g. “OWRA” means the Ontario Water Resources Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. O-40, as amended
from time to time;
h. “PA” means the Pesticides Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P-l 1, as amend from time to time;
i. "Provincial Oﬂicer" means any person designated in writing by the Minister as a provincial ofﬁcer pursuant to section 5
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of the OWRA or section 5 of the EPA or section 17 of PA.
j. "PWQO" means the Provincial Water Quality Objectives included in the July 1994 publication entitled Water Management
Policies, Guidelines, Provincial Water Quality Objectives, as amended from time to time;
k. “Reasonable Use Policy” means Ontario Ministry of the Environment Policy B-7;
1. "Regional Director" means the Regional Director of the local Regional Ofﬁce of the Ministry in which the Site is located;
m. "Reg. 34 7" means Regulation 347, R.R.O. 1990, made Lmder the EPA, as amended from
time to time;

n. "Site" means the entire waste disposal site, located at Callon Property Wood Waste Disposal Site,
Lot 15/ 16, Concession 2, Shuniah Township, District of Thunder Bay, approved by this Certiﬁcate; and
0. “Trainedpersonnel ” means knowledgeable in the following through instruction and/or
practice:
a. relevant waste management legislation, regllations and guidelines;
b. major environmental concems pertaining to the waste to be handled;
c. occupational health and safety concerns pertaining to the processes and wastes to be handled;
d. management procedures including the use and operation of equipment for the processes and
wastes to be handled;
e. emergency response procedures;
f. speciﬁc written procedures for the control of nuisance conditions;
g. Speciﬁc written procedures for refusal of unacceptable waste loads;
h. the requirements of this Certiﬁcate.
You are hereby notiﬁed that this approval is issued to you subject to the terms and conditions outlined below:

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
GENERAL

Compliance
2. The Owner and Operator shall ensure compliance with all the conditions of this Certiﬁcate and shall ensure that any
person authorized to cany out work on or operate any aspect of the Site is notiﬁed of this Certiﬁcate and the conditions
herein and shall take all reasonable measures to ensure any such person complies with the same.
3. Any person authorized to cany out Work on or operate any aspect of the Site shall comply with the conditions of this
Certiﬁcate.

4. Except as otherwise provided by this Certiﬁcate, the Site shall be designed, developed, built, operated and maintained in
accordance with the application for this Certiﬁcate, dated August 20, 2003, and the supporting documentation listed in
Schedule “A”.
Interpretation
5. Where there is a conﬂict between a provision of any document, including the application, referred to in this Certiﬁcate,
and the conditions of this Certiﬁcate, the conditions in this Certiﬁcate shall take precedence.
6. Where there is a conﬂict between the application and a provision in any documents listed in Schedule "A", the application
shall take precedence, unless it is clear that the purpose of the document was to amend the application and that the
Ministry approved the amendment.

CONTENT COPY OF ORIGINAL

7. Where there is a conﬂict between any two documents listed in Schedule "A", other than the application, the document
bearing the most recent date shall take precedence.
8. The requirements of this Certiﬁcate are severable. If any requirement of this Certiﬁcate, or the application of any
requirement of this Certiﬁcate to any circumstance, is held invalid or unenforceable, the application of such requirement to
other circumstances and the remainder of this Certiﬁcate shall not be affected thereby.
Other Legal Obligations
9. The issuance of, and compliance with the conditions of, this Certiﬁcate does not:
a. relieve any person of any obligation to comply with any provision of any applicable statute,
regulation or other legal requirement; or

b. limit in any way the authority of the Ministry to require certain steps be taken or to require the
Owner and Operator to furnish any further infonnation related to compliance with this Certiﬁcate.

Adverse Effects
10. The Owner and Operator shall take steps to minimize and ameliorate any adverse effect on the natural environment or
impairment of water quality resulting from the Site , including such accelerated or additional monitoring as may be
necessary to determine the nature and extent of the effect or impairment.
1 1. Despite an Owner, Operator or any other person ﬁilﬁlling any obligations imposed by this Certiﬁcate the person
remains responsible for any contravention of any other condition of this Certiﬁcate or any applicable statute, regulation, or
other legal requirement resulting from any act or omission that caused the adverse effect to the natural environment or
impainnent of water quality.
Change of Owner
12. The Owner shall notify the Director in writing, and forward a copy of the notiﬁcation to the District Manager, within
30 days of the occurrence of any changes in:
a) the ownership of the Site
b) the Operator of the Site;
c) the address of the Owner or Operator;
d) the partners, where the Owner is or at any time becomes a partnership and a copy of the most recent
declaration ﬁled under the Business Names Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. B-17 shall be included in the notiﬁcation; or
e) the name of the corporation where the Owner is or at any time becomes a corporation, other than a
municipal corporation, and a copy of the most current information ﬁled under the Corporations Information
Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. C-39 shall be included in the notiﬁcation.

13. No portion of this Site shall be transferred or encumbered prior to or after closing of the Site unless the Director is
notiﬁed in advance and sufﬁcient ﬁnancial assurance is deposited with the Ministry to ensure that these conditions will be
carried out. In the event of any change in Ownership of the Site, other than change to a successor municipality, the Owner
shall notify the successor of and provide the successor with a copy of this Certiﬁcate, and the Owner shall provide a copy
of the notiﬁcation to the District Manager and the Director
Financial Assurance
14. No Waste shall be accepted at the Site until ﬁnancial assurance is provided, in an amount and form as required by the
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Director to pay for compliance with and performance of any action speciﬁed in this Certiﬁcate, including the site cleanup, monitoring and disposal of all quantities of waste on-site , closure and post-closure care of the Site and contingency
plans for the Site.
15. Awritten report reviewing the ﬁnancial assurance required by this Certiﬁcate shall be submitted to the Director and the
District Manager by March 31, 2007, and at intervals of not more than three (3) years thereafter until either this Certiﬁcate
of Approval has been revoked, or this Financial Assurance requirement has been removed . The report shall include:
i. updates of the discount, interest and inﬂation rates associated with the requirements for
ﬁnancial assurance in this Certiﬁcate including justiﬁcations and sources of the proposed
rates; and
ii. a report prepared by a qualiﬁed professional engineer which updates the cost estimates on
which the amounts associated with the requirements for ﬁnancial assurance in this
Certiﬁcate are based. The report shall take into consideration the:
(1) actual amounts of waste landﬁlled;
(2) projected rate of ﬁll;
(3) progressive capping of completed ﬁll areas;
(4) leachate generation rates;
(5) landﬁll gas generation rates (if applicable);
(6) contaminating life span of the Site with respect to groundwater,
surface Water and landﬁll gas;
(7) any measures that have been carried out or need to be carried out to
prevent and ameliorate any adverse effect that relates to the site; and
(8) annual inspection, maintenance, and monitoring costs, including costs
for leachate treatment and disposal and landﬁll gas use or discharge.
16. If any ﬁnancial assurance is scheduled to expire or notice is received, indicating ﬁnancial assurance will not be
renewed, and satisfactory methods have not been made to replace the ﬁnancial assurance at least 60 days before the
ﬁnancial assurance terminates, the ﬁnancial assurance shall forthwith be replaced by cash.
Certiﬁcate of Prohibition
17. Pursuant to Section 197 of the EPA, no person having an interest in the Site shall deal in any way with the Site without
ﬁrst giving a copy of this Certiﬁcate to each person acquiring an interest in the Site as a result of the dealing.
18. a) Within 30 days of completing the purchase of land as identiﬁed in Item 4 of Schedule A, the Owner shall submit this
information to the District Manager and to the Director to be included as part of this Certiﬁcate of Approval; and
b) Two copies of a completed Certiﬁcate of Prohibition, containing a registerable description of the Site, shall be submitted
to the Director for the Director’s signature within 60 calendar days of the date of this Certiﬁcate.
19. The Certiﬁcate of Prohibition shall be registered in the appropriate land registry ofﬁce on title to the Site by the Owner
within 10 calendar days of receiving the Certiﬁcate of Prohibition signed by the Director, and a duplicate registered copy
shall be submitted to the Director.
Inspections
20. No person shall hinder or obstruct a Provincial Oﬂicer from carrying out any and all inspections authorized by the
OWRA, the EPA, or the PA, of any place to which this Certiﬁcate relates, and without limiting the foregoing:
a. to enter upon the premises where the approved works are located, or the location where the
records required by the conditions of this Certiﬁcate are kept;
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b. to have access to, inspect, and copy any records required to be kept by the conditions of this
Certiﬁcate;

c. to inspect the Site, related equipment and appurtenances;
d. to inspect the practices, procedures, or operations required by the conditions of this Certiﬁcate;
and
e. to sample and monitor for the purposes of assessing compliance with the terms and conditions
of this Certiﬁcate or the EPA, the OWRA or the PA.
Information and Record Retention
21. Any infonnation requested, by the Ministry, conceming the Site and its operation under this Certiﬁcate, including but
not limited to any records required to be kept by this Certiﬁcate shall be provided to the Ministry, upon request, in a timely
manner. Records shall be retained for contaminating life span of the Site except for as otherwise authorized in writing by
the Director.

22. The receipt of any information by the Ministry or the failure of the Ministry to prosecute any person or to require any
person to take any action, under this Certiﬁcate or under any statute, regulation or other legal requirement, in relation to the
information, shall not be construed as:
a. an approval, waiver, or justiﬁcation by the Ministry of any act or omission of any person that

contravenes any term or condition of this Certiﬁcate or any statute, regulation or other legal
requirement; or
b. acceptance by the Ministry of the information’s completeness or accuracy.
Service Area
23. Only waste generated at the locations identiﬁed in Item 1 of Schedule "A" shall be accepted at the Site.
Hours of Operation
24. Waste shall only be accepted at the Site during the following time periods:
6am to 8pm - 7 days per week (except statutory holidays)
25. a) On-site equipment used for daily Routine site preparation and closing activities shall only be used during the
following time periods:
6am to 8pm - 7 days per week (except statutory holidays)
b) Notwithstanding Condition 25 (a), this equipment may be used during an emergency situation.
26. With the prior written approval from the District Manager, the Hours of Operation may be extended to accommodate
seasonal or ll1’ll1Sl.I2lI quantities of waste.
27 The Owner shall record the following information with respect to all wastes received at the Landﬁll and shall prepare

monthly summaries of the quantity and types of waste disposed of at the Site.:
a) hauler name;
b) net tonnage;
c) waste category; and
d) date received.
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Burning Waste Prohibited
28. Buming of waste at the Site is prohibited.
Signs
29. A sign shall be installed and maintained at the main entrance/exit to the Site on which is legibly displayed the following
infomrationz
a. the name of the Site and Owner;
b. the number of the Certiﬁcate;
c. the name of the Operator;
d. the normal hours of operation;
e. the allowable and prohibited waste types;
f. the telephone number to which complaints may be directed;
g. a tvventy-four (24) hour emergency telephone number (if different from above);
and
h. a waming against dumping outside the Site.
Monitoring
30. The Owner shall carry out the monitoring program in accordance with Section 6 of the document described in Item 1

in the attached Schedule “A” and also in accordance with the letter referred to in Item 3 of Schedule "A".
31. Notwithstanding Condition 30, the following monitoring conditions are required:
a) monitoring wells are to be installed at the site prior to any development, other than access roads, at the six (6) locations
indicated on Figure 1 as described in Item # 3 in Schedule A;
b) Prior to any Waste deposition at the site, ground water samples should be collected from all wells installed at the site to
establish background ground water quality, and the samples should be analyzed for the parameters listed in Schedule "B";

c) Prior to any waste deposition at the Site, a report sinnmarizing the results of the ﬁeld investigation and analysis referred
to in Condition 31(b) shall be submitted to the District Manager for approval, conﬁrming the following;
i) conditions at the Site correspond with the original design assumptions contained within Item 1 of Schedule A
ii) the Contaminant Attenuation Zone (CAZ) has been properly sized and located.
iii) there will be no off-site impacts.
d) The company shall develop a contingency plan and trigger mechanism which considers the impacts to any surface
water and ground water features; and
e) A groundwater monitoring program shall be established at the Site to include all of the six (6) monitoring wells installed
at the site and the water source for the bait shop. Sampling shall be conducted a minimum of three (3) times per year and
analyzed for the parameters listed in Schedule "B".
32. All monitoring wells which fonn part of any monitoring program shall be properly capped, locked and protected from
damage. Any groundwater monitoring wells that are damaged shall be repaired, replaced forthwith or properly abandoned.
33. In the event that the results of the monitoring program are such that an off-site exceedance of the criteria set by the
Reasonable Use Policy (RUP), the Ontario Drinking Water Standards (ODWS) and/or the Provincial Water Quality
Objectives (PWQO) has occurred as a result of the operation of the Landﬁll Site, the Owner shall notify the District
Manager as soon as reasonably possible and specify the following:
a) details of the off-site exceedance, conﬁrmatory monitoring requirements and the potential off-site impacts
to surface water and groundwater users;
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b) the extent and timing of contingency measures to be implemented;
c) modiﬁcations, if any, which should be made to the monitoring program; and
d) other mitigation measures, if any, which may be necessary to reduce or prevent off-site impacts.
34. In the event that the results of the monitoring program are such that an off-site exceedance of the RUP, ODWS or
PWQO can reasonably be predicted to occur, the Owner shall include in the annual report:
a) the details of any such predicted off-site exceedance, including the assumptions upon which the prediction
is based;
b) a discussion of the modiﬁcations, if any, to intended operations which would be necessary to prevent the
predicted off-site exceedance;
c) a discussion of the modiﬁcations, if any, which should be made to the monitoring program; and
d) a discussion of other mitigation measures or contingency actions, if any, which may be necessary to
prevent off-site impacts.
Annual Reporting
35. By April 30, 2007, and by April 30 of every year thereafter, until either this Certiﬁcate of Approval has been revoked,
or this Annual Reporting requirement has been removed, the proponent shall submit, to the District Manager, a ground and
surface water monitoring report prepared by a Professional Engineer, or Professional Geoscientist. Following review of
any of the analytical results or any of the reports required by this Condition, the District Manager may alter the frequencies
and locations of sampling and parameters for analysis required by this Condition if he/she considers it necessary for proper
assessment of the quality of ground water and surface water or if he/she is requested to do so by 1526528 Ontario Inc.
and considers it acceptable by the evidence of infonnation submitted in support of the request. The report shall contain,
but is not limited to, the following infonnation:
(a) A site plan illustrating the location of all buried wastes, the site boundaries, and the location of
the contaminant attenuation zone;

(b) A location map illustrating the site relative to nearby potentially sensitive groundwaterlsurface
water features (i.e. lakes, streams, wells);
(c) Awater table contour map;
(d) Stratigraphic cross-sections which clearly illustrate the subsurface distribution of geological
materials;
(e) Borehole logs for all monitoring wells;
(f) Tables illustrating historical water chemistry and water level date;
(g) Graphs illustrating historical water quality trends with time for key leachate indicator
parameters (as a minimum these should include alkalinity, hardness, Fe, Mn, and DOC);
(h) The report shall document the groimd and surface water sampling protocol, and describe any
problems encountered during the sampling rims which may have impacted the reliability of
analytical results;
(i) QA/QC protocol must be described; and
(j) The report shall identify the "Reasonable Use" (Guideline B-7) of the ground water that is to be
impacted. The report should also identify expected and worst-case impacts;
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(k) The report shall include a comparison of the results of surface water sampling to the
Provincial Water Quality Objectives (PWQOs) described in Water Management, Ministry of
Environment and Energy, July 1994, as amended from time to time;
(1) The report must have the conclusions and recommendations of the Professional Engineer, or
Professional Geoscientist, especially as they concem future sampling parameters, frequency and
protocol; and
(m) The report shall also include the following information:

i) Total volume of waste deposited in the Site;
ii) The remaining life expectancy of the Site;
iii) Any operational problems with the Site, including any contingency measures taken as part of the leachate
contingency plan; and
iv) A statement conﬁnning whether or not the Company is in compliance with all the Conditions of this
Certiﬁcate of Approval.
36. After the ﬁrst two (2) years of Site operation, the District Manager may amend, at the request of the Owner, the
frequency of submission and/or contents of the annual report described in Condition 35.
Site Inspections and Daily Log Book
37. The Owner shall maintain, at the Company ofﬁce, a log book which records daily the following information for the
previous two (2) years:
(a) date of record; and
(b) quantities and source of woodwastes received.
38. The Owner must conduct monthly inspections of the equipment and facilities to ensure that all equipment and facilities
at the Site are operated in a manner that will not negatively impact the enviromnent. Any deﬁciencies that might negatively
impact the enviromnent, or be detected during these regular inspections must be promptly corrected. A written record
must be maintained at the Company ofﬁce, which includes the following:
(a) name and signature of trained p€l‘SO1']11€l conducting the inspection;
(b) date and time of the inspection;
(c) list of equipment inspected and all deﬁciencies that might negatively impact the
enviromnent observed;
(d) recommendations for remedial action and actions undertaken;
(e) date and time of maintenance activity; and
(f) a detailed description of the maintenance activity.
39. The Owner shall inspect the side slopes of the landﬁll site on a monthly basis and record if any erosion occurred. The
Owner shall restore the affected area immediately.
Complaint Response Plan
40. If at any time, the Owner receives complaints regarding the operation of the Site, the Owner shall respond to these
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complaints according to the following procedures:
(a) The Owner shall record each complaint on a formal complaint fomr entered in a sequentially numbered log
book. The infonnation recorded shall include the nature of the complaint, the name, address and the telephone
number of the complainant and the time and date of the complaint;

(b) The Owner, upon notiﬁcation of the complaint shall initiate appropriate steps to determine all possible
causes of the complaint, proceed to take necessary actions to eliminate the cause of the complaint and forward
a formal reply to the complainant;
(c) Complaint date, listing the actions taken to resolve the complaint and any recommendations for remedial
measures, and managerial or operational changes to reasonably avoid the recurrence of similar incidents.
(d) The Owner shall sent a copy of each complaint within three (3) days of receiving a complaint to the
District Manager.

Site Security
41. The Owner shall limit access to and from the Site to the approved hours of operation and during that time all disposal
operations will carried out by adequately trained personnel. Entrance to the Site shall be restricted at all times during the

period when the Site is not in use.
Spills
42. (a) The Owner shall forthwith notify the Ministry’s Spills Action Centre at 1-800-268-6060 of any spill or incident
which occurs at this Site and shall clean up the spill or incident forthwith. In addition, the Owner shall submit, to the
Director, a written report within three (3) days of any spill or incident which may result in the discharge of a contaminant
from this Site, outlining the nature of the incident, remedial measures taken and the measures taken to prevent future
occurrences at this Site; and
(b) The details of the spill or incident shall be recorded in the log book required under Condition 37.
Closure Plan
43. (a) The Owner must submit, for approval by the Director, a written Closure Plan for the Site six (6) months prior to
closure of the Site. This plan must include, as a minimum, a description of the work that will be done to facilitate closure
of the Site and a schedule for completion of that work; and
(b) Within ten (10) days after closure of the Site, the Owner must notify the Director, in writing, that the Site has been
closed in accordance with the approved Closure Plan.
Schedule "A"
1. Application for a Certiﬁcate of Approval dated August 20, 2003, signed by Yves Fricot, General Counsel, including all
supporting information and documentation.
2. Letter dated October 7, 2003, signed by J.P. Mucklow, Wardrop Engineering Inc., to S. Sideris, MOE. re: additional
drawings.
3. Letter dated November 20, 2003, signed by J.P. Mucklow, Wardrop Engineering Inc., to W. Srnits, MOE. re: revised
water monitoring plans.

4. Letter dated February 18, 2004, signed by J.P. Mucklow, Wardrop Engineering Inc., to A Mobberley, MOE. re:
landowner consent and revised drawings.
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5. Letter dated March 10, 2005, signed by J.P. Mucklow, Wardrop Engineering, to A Mobberley, MOE. re: Land Use
Pennit.
6. Letter dated May 2, 2005, signed by J.P. Mucklow, Wardrop Engineering, to A Mobberley, MOE. re: Draft CofA
comments and FA estimate.
7. Letter dated March 6, 2006, signed by J.P. Mucklow, Wardrop Engineering, to A Mobberley, MOE. re: MNR land use
permit and zoning by-law amendment notice.

Schedule "B"

Parameter
pH

conductivity
Total dissolved solids
colour
Major Ions (Ca Mg Na Kchloride sulphate alkalinity)
heavy metal scan
ion balance
TKN
ammonia
nitrates
nitrite

BOD5
COD
phenolics
tannins
lignins
dissolved organic carbon
phosphorous
mercury
The reasonsfor the imposition ofthese terms and conditions are asfollows:

1. The reason for Condition 1 is to deﬁne the speciﬁc meaning of terms and simplify the wording of conditions in this
Certiﬁcate of Approval.
2. The reason for Conditions 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 21 and 22 is to clarify the legal rights and responsibilities of the
Owner and Operator under this Certiﬁcate of Approval.
3. The reason for Conditions 4 is to ensure that the Site is designed, operated, monitored and maintained in accordance
with the application and supporting documentation submitted by the Owner, and not in a manner which the Director has
not been asked to consider.
4. The reasons for Conditions 12 are to ensure that the Site is operated under the corporate name which appears on the
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application form submitted for this approval and to ensure that the Director is informed of any changes.
5. The reasons for Condition 13 are to restrict potential transfer or encumbrance of the Site without the approval of the
Director and to ensure that any transfer of encumbrance can be made only on the basis that it will not endanger
compliance with this Certiﬁcate of Approval.
6. The reasons for Conditions 14, 15, and 16 are to ensure that sufﬁcient funds are available to the Ministry to close the
landﬁll, and to cany out all expected post-closure care activities and any contingencies. Failure to include requirements for
ﬁnancial assurance would not be in the public interest and may result in a hazard or nuisance to the natural environment or
any person.
7. Conditions 17, 18 and 19 are included, pursuant to subsection 197(1) of the EPA, to provide that any persons having an
interest in the Site are aware that the land has been approved and used for the purposes of waste disposal.
8. The reason for Condition 20 is to ensure that appropriate Ministry staff have ready access to the Site for inspection of
facilities, equipment, practices and operations required by the conditions in this Certiﬁcate of Approval. This condition is
supplementary to the powers of entry afforded a Provincial Ofﬁcer pursuant to the EPA and OWRA
9. The reasons for Conditions 24, 25 and 26 are to specify the hours of operation for the landﬁll Site and a mechanism for
amendment of the hours of operation, as required.
10. The reason for Conditions 27, 38 and 39 is to ensure that the Site is operated in a manner which does not result in a
nuisance or hazard to the health and safety of the enviromnent or people.
1 1. The reason for Condition 28 is that open buming of municipal waste is unacceptable because of concems with air
emissions, smoke and other nuisance affects, and the potential ﬁre hazard.
12. The reason for Condition 29 is to ensure that users of the Site are fully aware of important information and restrictions

related to Site operations and access under this Certiﬁcate of Approval.
13. The reason for Conditions 30, 31, 32, 33, and 34 is that monitoring is required to ensure that surface water and
groundwater off site will not be adversely affected by the Site operations.
14. The reasons for Condition 35 and 36 are to ensure that regular review of site development, operations and monitoring
data is documented and any possible improvements to site design, operations or monitoring programs are identiﬁed. An
annual report is an important tool used in reviewing site activities and for determining the effectiveness of site design
15. The reason for Conditions 37 is to ensure that detailed records of Site inspections are recorded and maintained for
inspection and infonnation purposes
16. The reason for Condition 40 is to ensure that any complaints regarding landﬁll operations at this Site are responded to
in a timely and efﬁcient manner.

17. The reason for Condition 41 is to ensure the controlled access and integrity of the Site by preventing unauthorized
access when the Site is closed.
18. The reason for Condition 42 is to ensure that staff are properly trained in the operation of the equipment used at the
Site and emergency response procedures. This will minimize the possibility of spills occurring and will enable staff to deal
promptly and effectively with any spills that do occur.

19. The reasons for Condition 43 are to ensure that ﬁnal closure of the Site is completed in an aesthetically pleasing
manner, in accordance with Ministry standards , and to ensure the long-term protection of the health and safety of the
public and the environment.

In accordance with Section I39 ofthe Environmental Protection Act. R.S.O. I990, Chapter E-I9, as amended, you may by
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written Notice served upon me, the Environmental Review Tribunal and in accordance with Section 47 ofthe
Environmental Bill ofRights, S. O. 1993, Chapter 28, the Environmental Commissioner, within 15 days after receipt of
this Notice, require a hearing by the Tribunal. The Environmental Commissioner will place notice ofyour appeal on the
Environmental Registry. Section 142 ofthe Environmental Protection Act. provides that the Notice requiring the hearing
shall state:
1. The portions of the approval or each term or condition in the approval in respect of which the hearing is required, and;
2. The grounds on which you intend to rely at the hearing in relation to each portion appealed.

The Notice should also include:
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

The name of the appellant;
The address of the appellant;
The Certiﬁcate of Approval number;
The date of the Certiﬁcate of Approval;
The name of the Director;
The municipality within which the works are located;

And the Notice should be signed and dated by the appellant.
This Notice must be served upon."
The Secreta1y*
Environmental Review Tribunal
2300 Yonge St., Suite 1700
P.O. Box 2382
Toronto, Ontario
M4P 1E4

LB

The Environmental Commissioner
1075 Bay Street, 6th Floor
Suite 605
Toronto, Ontario
M5S 2B1

QD

The Director
Section 9, Environmental Protection Act
Ministry ofEnviromnent and Energy
2 St. Clair Avenue West, Floor 12A
Toronto, Ontario
M4V 1L5

* Further information on the Environmental Review Tribunal’s requirements for an appeal can be obtained directly from the
Tribunal at: Tel: (416) 314-4600, Fax: (416) 314-4506 or www.ert.gov.on.ca

This instrument is subject to Section 38 ofthe Environmental Bill ofRights, that allows residents ofOntario to seek leave
to appeal the decision on this instrument. Residents ofOntario may seek leave to appeal within 15 daysﬁom the date this
decision is placed on the Environmental Registry. By accessing the Environmental Registry at www.ene.gov. on.ca, you can
determine when the leave to appealperiod ends.

The above noted waste disposal site is approved under Section 9 ofthe Environmental Protection Act.

DATED AT TORONTO this 19th day of April, 2006
Greg Washuta, P.Eng.
Director
Section 39, Environmental Protection Act
AM/
c: District Manager, MOE Thimder Bay - District
J.P. Mucklow, Wardrop Engineering Inc.
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APPENDIX D
NOTICES AND LETTERS

November 14, 2016
«Agency/Landowner_Name»
«Address»
«CityTown», «Prov» «Postal_Code»
Attention: «First_Name» «Last_Name»
Re: Notice of Study Commencement
Environmental Screening Process
Highway 527 Waste Disposal Site
Municipality of Shuniah
The Municipality has acquired an existing woodwaste disposal site, along Highway 527, approximately 14 km
north of Highway 17, for the purposes of future disposal of domestic waste generated within the boundaries
of Shuniah. Please refer to Key Plan. Under the existing Ministry of Environment and Climate Change
(MOECC) Cerificate of Approval, the waste disposal site is currently only permitted to receive woodwaste.
The proposed change of use from a woodwaste disposal site to a domestic waste site is considered a project
listed under Part 3 of the Waste Management Projects Regulation, as outlined in MOECC’s Guide to
Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects. Therefore, the Municipality of
Shuniah has commenced an Environmental Screening Process in accordance with the Waste Management
Projects Regulation (Ontario Regulation 101/07) of the Environmental Assessment Act in order to amend the
existing Environmental Compliance Approval (Waste Disposal). At this time, the Municipality of Shuniah does
not plan to expand the existing landfilling capacity of the waste disposal site.
The Environmental Screening Process will assess the potential net effects from the proposed change of use to
the existing waste disposal site from a bio-physical and socio-economical environment perspective. The
Environmental Screening criteria checklist supplied by MOECC has been applied to assess the potential
environmental effects of this project and can be viewed on the Municipal website at www.shuniah.org.
Consultation with the MOECC, as well as the public, aboriginal communities and governing agencies will
be made throughout the Environmental Screening Process at key stages. Members of the public,
agencies, aboriginal communities, and other interested parties will be encouraged, throughout the
Environmental Screening Process, to participate by contacting staff with comments, questions or
concerns, or by attending public information centers.
Input and comments are invited for incorporation into the Environmental Screening Processes for this project
and will be received until December 5th, 2016. Subject to comments received and the receipt of necessary
approvals, the Municipality of Shuniah intends to proceed with the Environmental Screening Process as
defined in the Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects document.

115 Walgreen Road, R.R. 3, Carp, ON K0A 1L0 | T. 613.836.2184 | F. 613.836.3742
info@mcintoshperry.com | www.mcintoshperry.com

Municipality of Shuniah – Highway 527 Waste Disposal Site
Environmental Screening Process

Notice of Commencement

For further information on this project please contact the following:
Municipality of Shuniah
Craig Baumann
Manager of Operations
420 Leslie Avenue
Thunder Bay, Ontario, P7A 1X8
Phone: (807) 983-2550
Email: cbaumann@shuniah.org

or

McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd.
Lisa Marshall, P.Eng.
Environmental Coordinator/Engineer
115 Walgreen Road, R.R.3
Carp, Ontario, K0A 1L0
Phone: 613-836-2184 ext. 2224
Email: l.marshall@mcintoshperry.com

Comments and information regarding this project are being collected to assist the Study Team in meeting the
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. Information will be collected in accordance with the
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the exception of personal information, all
comments will become part of the public record.
Thank you for your anticipated assistance and cooperation.
Sincerely,
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers,

Lisa Marshall, P.Eng.
Project Manager/Environmental Engineer

Encl. Key Plan
cc.

Craig Baumann, Manager of Operations, Municipality of Shuniah
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November 14, 2016
«Aboriginal Group»
«Address»
«CityTown», «Prov» «Postal_Code»
Attention: «First_Name» «Last_Name»
Re: Notice of Study Commencement
Environmental Screening Process
Highway 527 Waste Disposal Site
Municipality of Shuniah
The Municipality has acquired an existing woodwaste disposal site, along Highway 527, approximately 14 km
north of Highway 17, for the purposes of future disposal of domestic waste generated within the boundaries
of Shuniah. Please refer to Key Plan. Under the existing Ministry of Environment and Climate Change
(MOECC) Cerificate of Approval, the waste disposal site is currently only permitted to receive woodwaste.
The proposed change of use from a woodwaste disposal site to a domestic waste site is considered a project
listed under Part 3 of the Waste Management Projects Regulation, as outlined in MOECC’s Guide to
Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects. Therefore, the Municipality of
Shuniah has commenced an Environmental Screening Process in accordance with the Waste Management
Projects Regulation (Ontario Regulation 101/07) of the Environmental Assessment Act in order to amend the
existing Environmental Compliance Approval (Waste Disposal). At this time, the Municipality of Shuniah does
not plan to expand the existing landfilling capacity of the waste disposal site.
The Environmental Screening Process will assess the potential net effects from the proposed change of use to
the existing waste disposal site from a bio-physical and socio-economical environment perspective. The
Environmental Screening criteria checklist supplied by MOECC has been applied to assess the potential
environmental effects of this project. Please find enclosed a completed Screening Criteria checklist that
identifies the short and long term negative environmental effects, as well it can viewed on the viewed on the
Municipal website at www.shuniah.org.
Consultation with the MOECC, as well as the public, aboriginal communities and governing agencies will be
made throughout the Environmental Screening Process at key stages. Members of the public, agencies,
aboriginal communities, and other interested parties are encouraged to actively participate in the
environmental screening study by visiting www.shuniah.org where information will be posted throughout the
process such as background document, project notices and opportunities to comment on the project can be
found. The screening report, once prepared, will be made available for review and comment as well

115 Walgreen Road, R.R. 3, Carp, ON K0A 1L0 | T. 613.836.2184 | F. 613.836.3742
info@mcintoshperry.com | www.mcintoshperry.com

Municipality of Shuniah – Highway 527 Waste Disposal Site
Environmental Screening Process

Notice of Commencement

Input and comments are invited for incorporation into the Environmental Screening Processes for this project.
Subject to comments received and the receipt of necessary approvals, the Municipality of Shuniah intends to
proceed with the Environmental Screening Process as defined in the Guide to Environmental Assessment
Requirements for Waste Management Projects document.
If Name of Aboriginal Community/Agency is interested in this project and would like to provide input, provide
comments/concerns, or wish to be consulted further about this project, please inform:
Municipality of Shuniah
Craig Baumann
Manager of Operations
420 Leslie Avenue
Thunder Bay, Ontario, P7A 1X8
Phone: (807) 983-2550
Email: cbaumann@shuniah.org

or

McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd.
Lisa Marshall, P.Eng.
Environmental Coordinator/Engineer
115 Walgreen Road, R.R.3
Carp, Ontario, K0A 1L0
Phone: 613-836-2184 ext. 2224
Email: l.marshall@mcintoshperry.com

Comments and information regarding this project are being collected to assist the Study Team in meeting the
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. Information will be collected in accordance with the Freedom
of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the exception of personal information, all comments will
become part of the public record.
Thank you for your anticipated assistance and cooperation.
Sincerely,
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers,

Lisa Marshall, P.Eng.
Project Manager/Environmental Engineer

Encl. Key Plan
cc.

Craig Baumann, Manager of Operations, Municipality of Shuniah

2

NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT
ENVIRONMENTAL SCREENING PROCESS
HIGHWAY 527 WASTE DISPOSAL SITE

The Municipality has acquired an existing woodwaste disposal site, along Highway 527, approximately 14 km north of
Highway 17, for the purposes of future disposal of domestic waste generated within the boundaries of Shuniah. Please
refer to Key Plan. Under the existing Ministry of Environment and Climate Change (MOECC) Cerificate of Approval, the
waste disposal site is currently only permitted to receive woodwaste.
The proposed change of use from a woodwaste disposal site to a domestic waste site is considered a project listed
under Part 3 of the Waste Management Projects Regulation, as outlined in MOECC’s Guide to Environmental
Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects. Therefore, the Municipality of Shuniah has commenced an
Environmental Screening Process in accordance with the Waste Management Projects Regulation (Ontario Regulation
101/07) of the Environmental Assessment Act in order to amend the existing Environmental Compliance Approval
(Waste Disposal). At this time, the Municipality of Shuniah does not plan to expand the existing landfilling capacity of the
Waste Disposal Site.
The Environmental Screening Process will assess the potential net effects from the proposed change of use to the
existing waste disposal site from a bio-physical and socio-economical environment perspective. Consultation with the
MOECC, as well as the public, aboriginal communities and governing agencies will be made throughout the
Environmental Screening Process at key stages.
Input and comments are invited for incorporation into the Environmental Screening Processes for this project and will
be received until December 5th, 2016. Subject to comments received and the receipt of necessary approvals, the
Municipality of Shuniah intends to proceed with the Environmental Screening Process as defined in the Guide to
Environmental Assessment Requirements for Waste Management Projects document.
For further information on this project please contact the following:
Municipality of Shuniah
Craig Baumann
Manager of Operations
420 Leslie Avenue
Thunder Bay, Ontario, P7A 1X8
Phone: (807) 983-2550
Email: cbaumann@shuniah.org

or

McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd.
Lisa Marshall, P.Eng.
Project Manager/Engineer
115 Walgreen Road, R.R.3
Carp, Ontario, K0A 1L0
Phone: 613-836-2184 ext. 2224
Email: l.marshall@mcintoshperry.com

This notice issued November 12 & 19, 2016 and can be viewed on the Municipal website at www.shuniah.org

Municipality of Shuniah – Highway 527 Waste Disposal Site
Environmental Screening Process
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment

Environmental Screening Report Phase 1
MP Project No.: CM-16-0542

APPENDIX E
CONSULTATION CORRESPONDENCE

Hi Mr. Wheeler,
Thank you providing your comments.
In order for us to address your comments and concerns, can you please provide us a bit more
information with respect to your location (i.e. address and proximity to the landfill site). In addition,
can you also please provide some direction on the location of T. Lake (i.e. map or reference point)?
McIntosh Perry and the Municipality are not familiar with T. Lake. Does it go by another name?
The Notice of Commencement is to solely inform Governing Agencies, the Public and Aboriginal
Communities that the Township has commenced the Environmental Screening process to the change of
use Highway 527 from a woodwaste disposal site to a domestic waste. Environmental Screening
Process in accordance with the Waste Management Projects Regulation (Ontario Regulation 101/07) of
the Environmental Assessment Act in order to amend the existing Environmental Compliance Approval
(Waste Disposal).
At this time, McIntosh Perry and North Rock Environmental Inc., along with the Municipality's support,
are preparing an Environmental Screening Report (Part 1) which will define the Problem Statement,
provide a project description, document the existing conditions (natural and socio-economic
environments) and identify the potential environmental effects (Stage 2 of the Environmental Screening
process). Upon completion of the report, the City of Shuniah will post the Environmental Screening
report (Part 1) on their website for viewing and host a Public Information Centre (2nd mandatory point
of consultation) to allow the Governing Agencies, the Public and Aboriginal Communities to provide
comment.
Stage 3 of the Environmental Screening process is to provide mitigation measures and identify the net
effects to the potential environmental impacts identified in Stage 2. The Environmental Screening
Report will be updated at various stages of the screening process to including mitigation measures and
identify the net effects. Two more mandatory consultations will follow: 2nd PIC and Notice of
Completion/Environmental Screening Report viewing which will also allow Governing Agencies, the
Public and Aboriginal Communities to provide comments.
Therefore, we will look into your environmental concerns identified in your Dec. 4, 2016 email.
However, we will need some more information with respect to the your location, as well the location of
T. Lake.
Regards,
Lisa Marshall, P.Eng
Practice Area Lead | Environmental Engineering
115 Walgreen Road, R R 3, Carp, ON, K0A 1L0 T. 613.836.2184 (2224) | F. 613.836.3742
l.marshall@mcintoshperry.com | www.mcintoshperry.com

-----Original Message----From: Rob Wheeler [mailto:mininguys@tbaytel.net]
Sent: December-04-16 12:07 PM

To: cbaumann@shuniah.org; Lisa Marshall
Subject: Environmental Screening Process Highway 527 Questions and Concerns
good day I-we were hoping to be there for the onset of this 1st. phase of the site selection however not
being sure that my accessibility needs could be met have decided to e-mail my concerns. My few
concerns about the proposed site for the new municipal dump they being. 1. the hydrology of the lake
known as T. lake has a free running spring feeding its supply of water . 2.) A protected species of fish is
endemic to the lakes system. Having personally seen a Dace in a minnow trap years earlier . 3.) That the
lake known as T. lake is the proposed site of a new H.A.G.I. camp. While I feel any one of these factors
should be enough to preclude this area for use as an option for a dump taken into consideration the
depth of considerable environmental concerns let alone a home for recreation of the disabled.will be
enough for dropping the area from the consideration process.

Hi Mr. Parks,

The Notice of Commencement is to solely inform Governing Agencies, the Public and Aboriginal
Communities that the Township has commenced the Environmental Screening process to the change of
use Highway 527 from a woodwaste disposal site to a domestic waste. Environmental Screening
Process in accordance with the Waste Management Projects Regulation (Ontario Regulation 101/07) of
the Environmental Assessment Act in order to amend the existing Environmental Compliance Approval
(Waste Disposal).
At this time, McIntosh Perry and North Rock Environmental Inc. are preparing an Environmental
Screening Report (Part 1) which will define the Problem Statement, provide a project description,
document the existing conditions (natural and socio-economic environments) and identify the potential
environmental effects. Upon completion of the report, the City of Shuniah will post the Environmental
Screening report (Part 1) on their website for viewing and host a Public Information Centre (2 nd
mandatory point of consultation) to allow the Governing Agencies, the Public and Aboriginal
Communities to provide comment. The Environmental Screening Report will be updated at various
stages of the screening process to including mitigation measures and identify the net effects. Two more
mandatory consultations will follow: 2nd PIC and Notice of Completion/Environmental Screening Report
viewing which will also allow Governing Agencies, the Public and Aboriginal Communities to provide
comments.

Craig Baumann is currently in the process of gathering the relevant background information you
requested to demonstrate how the Municipality arrive at the current screening process point. Craig
should be in touch shortly with this information.

Regards,

Lisa Marshall, P.Eng
Practice Area Lead | Environmental Engineering

115 Walgreen Road, R R 3, Carp, ON, K0A 1L0
T. 613.836.2184 (2224) | F. 613.836.3742
l.marshall@mcintoshperry.com | www.mcintoshperry.com

From: John Parks [mailto:john.parks@tbaytel.net]
Sent: November-28-16 4:05 PM
To: Craig Baumann
Cc: Lisa Marshall; Wendy Laundry
Subject: Environmental Screening Process Highway 527 Waste Disposal Site

Hello Craig,

Thank you for your assistance with information requests for the Highway 527 Waste Disposal Site.
It would be most helpful to have all pertinent/relevant background information used to arrive at the
current screening process point, - and this site in particular- including the permitting of what is already
in place and any environmental information to date.

In our conversation you suggested that the consulting engineers could provide some of this information:
for this reason the company representative (Lisa Marshall) has been copied. Please provide any
additional information that Ms Marshall is unable to contribute.

Should this information not be available in the near future, I am asking you to extend the deadline for
comments beyond the December 5, 2016 deadline date in order to make an informed contribution.

Thanks in advance
John

John W Parks
President, Damsa Integrated Resources Management Inc
790 Highway 527, Shuniah, Ontario, Canada P7A 0M9
www.damsa.ca

807 345-7774

The information contained in this e-mail is intended only for the individual or entity to which it is
addressed. Its contents, including any attachments, may contain confidential and/or privileged
information. If you are not an intended recipient you must not use, disclose, disseminate, copy or print
its contents. If you receive this e-mail in error, please notify the sender by reply e-mail and delete and
destroy the message.

Mr. Parks;

We will have a package ready for pick-up at our main office 420 Leslie Ave. late this afternoon or
tomorrow morning containing the background information you have requested, as it relates to
the Municipality’s HWY 527 Disposal Site. We have also attached an electronic copy of the 2015 Water
Quality Assessment Report for the site, for your review .

If you require anything further, please feel free to contact the undersigned at your earliest convenience.

Regards,

Craig Baumann
Manager of Operations
Municipality of Shuniah

From: John Parks [mailto:john.parks@tbaytel.net]
Sent: Monday, November 28, 2016 4:05 PM
To: Craig Baumann
Cc: Lisa Marshall; Wendy Laundry
Subject: Environmental Screening Process Highway 527 Waste Disposal Site

Hello Craig,

Thank you for your assistance with information requests for the Highway 527 Waste Disposal Site.
It would be most helpful to have all pertinent/relevant background information used to arrive at the
current screening process point, - and this site in particular- including the permitting of what is already
in place and any environmental information to date.

In our conversation you suggested that the consulting engineers could provide some of this information:
for this reason the company representative (Lisa Marshall) has been copied. Please provide any
additional information that Ms Marshall is unable to contribute.

Should this information not be available in the near future, I am asking you to extend the deadline for
comments beyond the December 5, 2016 deadline date in order to make an informed contribution.

Thanks in advance
John

John W Parks
President, Damsa Integrated Resources Management Inc
790 Highway 527, Shuniah, Ontario, Canada P7A 0M9
www.damsa.ca

807 345-7774

The information contained in this e-mail is intended only for the individual or entity to which it is
addressed. Its contents, including any attachments, may contain confidential and/or privileged
information. If you are not an intended recipient you must not use, disclose, disseminate, copy or print
its contents. If you receive this e-mail in error, please notify the sender by reply e-mail and delete and
destroy the message.

Hi Greg,

As per s.18 of O.Reg 101/07, “The change would include new area to the geographic area from which
the site is authorized to receive waste”.

The ECA was approved to accept wood waste from three Thunder Bay area sawmills, however, with the
proposed change of use, the landfill will be receiving domestic waste from the geographic boundaries of
the Municipality of Shuniah. Therefore, the Environmental Screening process was initiated.

Regards,

Lisa Marshall, P.Eng
Practice Area Lead | Environmental Engineering

115 Walgreen Road, R R 3, Carp, ON, K0A 1L0
T. 613.836.2184 (2224) | F. 613.836.3742
l.marshall@mcintoshperry.com | www.mcintoshperry.com

From: Jenish, Greg (MOECC) [mailto:Greg.Jenish@ontario.ca]
Sent: December-05-16 2:25 PM
To: Lisa Marshall
Subject: Query about ESP for Township of Shuniah

Hi Lisa,

As mentioned by voicemail, I was wondering if you have a more detailed rationale for the Environmental
Screening Process initiated for the Township of Shuniah? I have only what is listed in the Notice of
Commencement.

For example, is there a condition of the proposal that would trigger one or more of s.12 – s.18 of O.Reg.
101/07? (listed below).

If you could provide this additional detail, that would be helpful. Or, we could discuss by telephone.

Thanks
Greg

Greg Jenish | Program Support Coordinator | Environmental Approvals Access and Service Integration Branch
Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change | Tel (416) 314-7210 | greg.jenish@ontario.ca

12.
13.
14.
15.
17.
18.

Change that results in site described in s. 11 (1) or (2)
Change to landfilling site or dump, increase in total waste disposal volume
Change to landfilling site or dump, excavation of waste
Change to landfilling site or dump, increase in rate of fill
Change to site that transfers waste, increase in amount of waste
Change to geographic area

Thank you for your comments concerning the Highway 527 Disposal Site Environmental Screening
Process. We have copied the Municipalities Consultant and your comments will be addressed during the
process as described in the following paragraph;

The Notice of Commencement is to solely inform Governing Agencies, the Public and Aboriginal
Communities that the Township has commenced the Environmental Screening process to the change of
use Highway 527 from a woodwaste disposal site to a domestic waste. Environmental Screening
Process in accordance with the Waste Management Projects Regulation (Ontario Regulation 101/07) of
the Environmental Assessment Act in order to amend the existing Environmental Compliance Approval
(Waste Disposal).
At this time, McIntosh Perry and North Rock Environmental Inc. are preparing an Environmental
Screening Report (Part 1) which will define the Problem Statement, provide a project description,
document the existing conditions (natural and socio-economic environments) and identify the potential
environmental effects. Upon completion of the report, the Municipality of Shuniah will post the
Environmental Screening report (Part 1) on their website for viewing and host a Public Information
Centre (2nd mandatory point of consultation) to allow the Governing Agencies, the Public and Aboriginal
Communities to provide comment. The Environmental Screening Report will be updated at various
stages of the screening process to including mitigation measures and identify the net effects. Two more
mandatory consultations will follow: 2nd PIC and Notice of Completion/Environmental Screening Report
viewing which will also allow Governing Agencies, the Public and Aboriginal Communities to provide
comments.

Regards,

From: brymar@tbaytel.net [mailto:brymar@tbaytel.net]
Sent: Monday, December 05, 2016 6:46 PM
To: Craig Baumann
Subject: Re: Highway 527 Waste Disposal Site

We live on Compressor Station Road, which is approximately 3.5 km south of the proposed waste
disposal site. We are writing with concerns of possible pollutants entering the North Current River from
the proposed waste disposal site. The North Current River flows south and directly through our
yard. We use this river for swimming on a regular basis and our well is located not far from the river as
well.

Due to the North Current Rivers close proximity to the proposed disposal site and the fact that it is
located downhill from this site, we find it very probable that pollutants will find their way into the
river. We are not the only people that this would negatively effect. There are many other people that
live along the river south of us.

Our other concern is the amount of garbage that will find its way into the ditches, river and surrounding
area.

Sincerely,
Marita and Bryan Mauro
390 Compressor Station Road
Shuniah, ON P7A 0E6

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

Hi Michelle,

Thank you for comments pertaining to the Hwy 527 Waste Disposal Site. We will make note of LRCA
comments within the Environmental Screening Document.

Please note that the Municipality has no plans at this time to expand the capacity of the existing waste
disposal site.

We will continue to keep LRCA informed throughout the Environmental Screening process.
Regards,

Lisa Marshall, P.Eng
Practice Area Lead | Environmental Engineering

115 Walgreen Road, R R 3, Carp, ON, K0A 1L0
T. 613.836.2184 (2224) | F. 613.836.3742
l.marshall@mcintoshperry.com | www.mcintoshperry.com

From: Michelle Sixsmith [mailto:michelle@lakeheadca.com]
Sent: November-30-16 1:52 PM
To: Lisa Marshall
Subject: LRCA Comments - Hwy 527 Waste Disposal Site

Hi Lisa,

Please find attached LRCA comments regarding the Hwy 527 Waste Disposal Site.

Regards,

Michelle Sixsmith
Water Resources Technologist
Lakehead Region Conservation Authority
130 Conservation Road, Box 10427
Thunder Bay, ON P7B 6T8

Telephone: 807-344-5857 Fax: 807-345-9156
Email: michelle@lakeheadca.com

The information transmitted by electronic communication is intended only for the person or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. The sender does not waive any related rights
or obligations. Any review, re-transmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon
this information, by persons or entities other than the intended recipient, is prohibited. If you received this in
error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer.

