| MONARCH BUTTERFLY ~ Danaus plexippus

Life Cycle EGG Egg hatches

in 3-5 days

Newly-hatched larva
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Females lay eggs on milkweeds

Males and PUPA e |
females mate
Adults visit
flowers for nectar

1st instar caterpillar

LARVA 9-14 days

Chrysalis 5th instar
10-14 days caterpillars crawl
to sheltered place

to pupate
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Caterpillars feed on
milkweed leaves

(larval host plants),

molt four more times

T ADULT
Adult emerges ‘_r
from chrysalis

Plants - Upper Midwest and Great Lakes Region

Larval Host
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Butterfly Milkweed Swamp Milkweed Poke Milkweed Common Milkweed Whorled Milkweed
Asclepias tuberosa Asclepias incarnata Asclepias exaltata Asclepias syriaca Asclepias verticillata
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Common Ironweed
Vernonia fasciculata

Common Boneset
Eupatorium perfoliatum

Maximilian Sunflower
Helianthus maximiliani

Blue Vervain

Verbena hastata
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Ozark Bluestar Meadow Blazingstar Stiff Goldenrod Wild Bergamot
Amsonia tabernaemontana Liatris ligulistylis Echinacea purpurea Solidago rigida Monarda fistulosa
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MONARCH NECTAR AND HOST PLANT CULTURAL GUIDE =

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME COLOR |HEIGHT| EXPOSURE | SOIL MAY | JUN| JUL [AUG [SEP|OCT
Agastache foeniculum Anise Hyssop blue 2-4ft full sun loam X | x
Amsonia tabernaemontana |Ozark Bluestar blue 2-5ft full sun sand-loam to clay X l=X

o | Aster laevis Smooth Blue Aster violet 3-4ft | full- partsun |sand,loam X | x| x

E | Echinaceapallida Pale Purple Coneflower |  pink 2-4ft full sun sand-loam to clay X | x

2— Echinacea purpurea Purple Coneflower pink 2-4ft | full-partsun |loam-clay X

g Eupatorium purpureum Sweet Joe Pye Weed lightpink | 3-7ft | full- partsun [sand-loam to clay X | X

E Helianthus maximilianii Maximilian Sunflower yellow | 3-7ft full sun sand-loam to clay x| x| x

¥ | Liatris aspera Rough Blazingstar pink 2-4ft full sun sand - loam X | x

g Phlox pilosa Prairie Phlox pink 1ft full sun sand - loam X5 | S ]x

= Solidago rigida Stiff Goldenrod yellow | 3-4ft full sun sand-loam to clay X | x
Solidago speciosa Showy Goldenrod yellow | 3-5ft full sun sand-loam to clay X | X
Verbena stricta Hoary Vervain purple | 1-2ft full sun sand - loam Xl X x

w» | Asternovae-angliae New England Aster purple | 3-5ft full sun loam - clay X | x| x

g Eupatorium maculatum Spotted Joe Pye Weed pink 3-7ft full sun loam - clay X | x

E Eupatorium perfoliatum Common Boneset white | 3-7ft full sun loam - clay X | x

3 Liatris ligulistylis Meadow Blazingstar purple | 2-4ft full sun loam - clay X | x

E Liatris pycnostachya Prairie Blazingstar purple | 2-5ft full sun loam - clay X | x

$ | Monarda fistulosa Wild Bergamot lavender | 2-4ft full sun loam - clay X | x| x

g’ Verbena hastata Blue Vervain blue 2-5ft full sun loam - clay x | x

2 Vernonia fasciculata Common Ironweed purple | 3-6ft full sun sand-loam - clay X | x
Asclepias incarnata Swamp Milkweed pink 3-4ft full sun moist, loam - clay x | x

% Asclepias exaltata Poke Milkweed white | 3-4ft |partsun -shade|dry-med,loam X

a | Asclepias syriaca Common Milkweed pink 2-3ft | full-partsun |dry-med,all soils X | x

5 Asclepias tuberosa Butterfly Milkweed orange | 1-2ft full sun dry-med, sand, loam X

. Asclepias verticillata Whorled Milkweed white 1ft full - part sun | dry-med, sand,loam X




