
THE ISLAND 

HISTORIAN 

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK 

 

We had another very successful year with an increase in visitors at both the 

Pioneer Museum and the Crow Valley School Museum. We continue to host 

school tours and group tours during the winter. Remember: all Orcas Island 

students get free admission.  

It was a privilege to work this year with high school interns Anthony 

Kaskurs, Leslie Ferrell and Braeden Smith. Leslie and Braeden have graduated, but Anthony is 

continuing as a docent and collections intern. Orcas high school student Joe Riegel also joined us 

as an intern in collections . We are happy to help students with an interest in Orcas history and/or 

pursuing History or Museum Studies degrees. Eric Eppig of Boston College interned with us this 

summer doing research and writing a few of our History Nooks. I also want to thank Iris Parker-

Pavitt who helped me put together our Smugglers’ Blues exhibit this year. 

We are actively recruiting authors for our History Nook columns in the Islands’ Sounder, so if you 

are interested stop in the museum or call me at 376-4849.  We are also looking for people interest-

ed in the Museums’ collections to join our Collection Committee  which meets on the third Thurs-

day of each month.. If you are interested, email to me at curator@orcasmuseum.org.   

We have a couple of grants in the pipeline for next year and I again want 

to express our gratitude to the Swinomish Indian Tribal Community for 

their generous donation to the Museums this year.  

My deepest gratitude goes out to all our hard working volunteers and 

board members. Without them, your Museums would simply be buildings 

filled with objects.  However, with their efforts and dedication your Muse-

ums are living, breathing centers of education and wonder, filled with 

personal and community stories reflecting and highlighting the heritage of 

our special home, Orcas Island.  

It is only through your continued support, volunteer efforts and team work that we can fulfill our 

mission: to educate, inspire, connect and involve our community and visitors in the stewardship of 

our unique island history. 

Clark McAbee 

The Orcas Island Historical Society Newsletter Fall 2015  Volume 1, Issue 2    Cost $4.00 

WINTER  

MUSEUM HOURS 

Pioneer  

Museum 

Wed—Sat. 12-3, 

Or By Appointment 

Closed January 

Crow Valley 

School 

Opens Memorial Day 

Weekend 2016 

OFFICE HOURS 

Tues—Sat 

10:30-4:30 

 
Board of Trustees 
 
  Jim Biddick, President 

Jamie Cier, Treasurer 

Susan Fletcher, Vice     
President 

Bruce Culver, Secretary 

Tony Ayers 

Pegi Groundwater 

Carol  Kulminski 

Harold Lentzner 

Linda Peth 

Jerry Smith 

Happy 60th Birthday 

Next year marks the 60th birthday of the Pioneer Museum and we are 

planning a special Birthday Party at the Pioneer Museum on May 14th to 

coincide with the Museum’s opening day .  Mark your calendar and plan to attend this 

historic occasion.  Would you like to help us make this a special event?  If so, call us at 376-

4849 or email us at info@orcasmuseum.org. 

mailto:curator@orcasmuseum.org
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT … JIM BIDDICK 

 

Phew! We are over the tourist season bustle and what a 

great season it was!  The Pioneer Museum and Crow Valley 

School clocked over 8,500 visitors.  This year our Director, 

Clark McAbee, staged the “Smuggler’s Blues” exhibit at 

the Museum documenting the nefarious history of smug-

gling rum, opium, Chinese laborers and wool in the San 

Juan Islands. The Exhibit was accompanied by Historical 

Matinees that expanded on our smuggling history.   Clark 

has big plans for next year, too.  He is working on an 

“Over Orcas” exhibit to chronicle the history of flight in 

the San Juan Islands. 

The Museum is launching a new “Passport Program” in partnership with the Lopez 

and San Juan Island Historical Museums to encourage people to visit all of the Muse-

ums.  Pick up your free Passport at the Museum.  If you visit all three Museums be-

fore the end of 2016, you become eligible to enter the drawing for an exciting prize. 

Coming up soon is our Annual Members Meeting.  This 

year the meeting will take place on Saturday, January 23, 

3:00pm – 6:00pm at the Orcas Senior Center. The Museum 

will be providing Prime Rib and Salmon and we are asking 

each member to bring a dessert or a side dish to round out 

the meal. The cost for the evening will be $15.00.  I look forward to seeing you there. 

After three years of restructuring, I am happy to report that we now have a fully func-

tioning Board and have established committee chairs to ensure a 

solid base for the future.  As the new Board and committee chairs 

embark on 2016 the big issue facing us is fund raising to support the 

operation of the Pioneer Museum and Crow 

Valley School.  

Please consider a tax deductible donation 

and/or a legacy gift to the Orcas Island Historical Museum so 

that future generations can enjoy and learn about Orcas Is-

land, “The Gem of the San Juans”, its early settlers and indig-

enous peoples. 

History Quiz 

1. Name the 6 cabins that 

make up the museum? 

 

2. What year did the cabins 

move to the museum site? 

 

3. What year did the Crow  

Valley school first open? 

 

4. Who carved the totem 

sculpture in front of the mu-

seum? 

 

5. When was Bison Antiquus 

found? 

E-mail your answers to  

info@orcasmuseum.org.  

We will post the answers (and 

names of winners) at 

www.orcasmuseums.org 

Come See our Christmas 

Tree! 

Once again we are decorating a tree 

for the Rosario Resort’s Festival of 

Trees. 

Our theme this 

year is Saving 

Orcas History.  

All of the trees 

will be on view 

throughout the 

month of De-

cember. 

Come see our tree and cast your 

vote for the Historical Society!  Each 

BE A BRICK 

Celebrate Your Loved 

One 

Honor a Memory 

Leave an Impression 

Donate to have a brick inscribed in our commemorative 

walkway today 

mailto:info@orcasmuseums.org
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Save The Date 

November 27th   

Eastsound ArtWalk  

includes the Pioneer 

Museum 

November 30th  OICF 

Holiday Calendar 

launches with Saving 

Orcas Voices project 

January 23rd.    Annual 

Meeting  Orcas Senior 

Center.  3:00 – 6:00pm  

Spring (date tbd)  His-

torical Cruise  

April 17th  First 2016 

Historical Matinee.   

April 23rd  Crow Valley 

School Clean Up Day 

April 30th   Pioneer Mu-

seum Clean Up Day 

10:00-3:00 

May 14th    Museum 

2016 Opening Day and 

60th Birthday Party 

May 15th  Historical 

Matinee.  

June 12th   Historical 

Matinee 

July 2nd  Historical 

Days  

July 17th  Historical 

Matinee 

August 21st  Historical 

Matinee 

September 3rd  Annual  

Auction  

September 18th  Last 

2016 Historical Matinee   

October (date tbd)  

Heritage Harvest Feast 

Saving Island History, One Voice at a Time 

Orcas Island history is about the lives of our people –what they know and what 

they have experienced.  The Museum has a treasure trove of 

more than 40 taped interviews that need to be preserved, tran-

scribed and shared with residents and visitors.  Other long time 

Island residents have fascinating stories and histories that have 

not yet been recorded.   

“Saving Orcas Voices” is an exciting new project to capture and 

share these stories.  The first step is to preserve the recorded 

histories that we already have.  Many of our tapes are old, some 

with poor audio quality that needs to be technically enhanced so 

that volunteers can transcribe the tapes.  After transcription, the 

stories need to be matched with photos from the Museum’s ar-

chives and placed into binders that can be shared with Museum 

visitors, school children studying local history, family researchers, and others.  

More information can be found at www.orcasmuseums,org/saving-orcas-

voices. 

The second phase of the project is to start collecting more 

Orcas Voices before those voices fall silent forever.  This 

phase includes taping interviews, collecting and taking photos, 

transcribing and correcting interviews and creating binders 

and an electronic catalog so that those voices can be shared 

today and in the future. 

The first phase of the project has been selected as one of 12 

projects featured in the Orcas Island Community Founda-

tion’s 2015 Holiday Gift Catalog.   The project is seeking 

$5,000 in donations and the Board has agreed to set aside up to $3,000 of the So-

ciety’s funds to match donations made through the Christmas Catalog.  

 

 

 

 Make a donation.  The first phase can be sup-

ported through tax deductible donations made 

through the Orcas Island Community Founda-

tion’s 2015 Holiday Gift Catalog at http://

oicf.us  

 Volunteer to be a transcriber, help assemble 

the Saving Orcas Voices binders or be an inter-

viewer or photographer for the second phase 

of the project.– Leave a message for Edrie Vinson at the Pioneer Museum. 

 

 Send us suggestions at info@orcasmuseum.org of persons whose voices 

should be included in Saving Orcas Voices.   

We need your help  
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B1G1 Membership Drive 

BE ONE … A Member; GET ONE… A Member.   

Do you have friends, family members or neighbors who are not members of 

the Orcas Island Historical Society?  Do you know someone on the island who 

has never visited one of our museums or who has not come in for a long, long 

time?  What does it take to preserve the precious history of Orcas Island? It 

takes YOU to BE ONE and to GET ONE! 

Our goal for the BIG1 campaign is to double our 

membership by JUNE and we can do it with 

YOUR HELP.  You will see the B1G1 campaign in 

full swing next Spring, but you don’t have to wait 

that long!  You can GET ONE … a new member 

now, and then they BE ONE and GET ONE … 

another new member and, well, you can see how 

we can grow. 

To make this even more exciting, all members who 

bring in a new member will be eligible to be en-

tered into a monthly drawing to win one of several 

exciting B1G1 prizes. 

Membership applications are available at our web-

site: www.orcasmuseums.org or they can be 

picked up at the front desk of the Pioneer Museum. 

The Perfect  

Christmas Gifts 

 

 

 

 A donation to support “Saving 

Orcas Voices” through the 

OICF 2015 Holiday Gift Cata-

log.  Html://oicf.us. 

 A membership to the Orcas 

Island Historical Society. 

 A gift certificate for the Pioneer 

Museum Gift Shop. 

 An inscribed Pioneer Museum 

brick  in honor of  someone. 

Consider a Gift to the  

Historical Society 

YOU can help us continue Saving 

Orcas History.   

Gifts can be made to 

the Society’s General 

Fund, which is used for 

day to day operating 

expenses or to our En-

dowment Fund, which 

holds funds to ensure 

our long term viability.   

All gifts are  tax deductible and 

help provide the money needed 

to keep the doors open, the 

lights burning, and the staff 

working. 

The Orcas Island Historical Society is 

a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. 

See Our Historic Photos During  

Artwalk  

 

 

 

 

On November 27th, the Pioneer Museum 

will be open from 3 to 6 p.m. offering 

cookies and hot drinks to visitors and 

exhibiting some of our historic artwork  

 

You Know You’re From 

Orcas When … 

1. You attended dances at 

the Grange. 

2. You  know why there is 

only  one L in  Prune 

AlY  

3. You Can Remember 

When the Road You Live 

on Had No name and 
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Annual Members Meeting 

The Historical Society’s Annual Members Meeting is January 23
rd

, 2016.  

We will be holding it at the Senior Center again this year from 3 to 6 p.m. 

The Museum will be providing Prime Rib and Salmon for the entree and 

we are asking members whose last names begin with A-M to bring a side 

dish to share, while those whose last name begins with N-R should bring a 

salad or bread and members whose last names begin with S-Z are asked to 

bring a dessert.  Beverages will also be provided by the Museum.   

All of this for the low cost of $15.  Come and bring your friends.  What could 

be more fun than getting together with fellow history buffs over Prime Rib or 

Salmon on a winter afternoon? 

We will be recognizing the work of some dedicated volunteers and talking 

about our exciting plans for 2016.   

 

 
 

Purchasing your tickets is easy.  You can: 

 Call the office at 376-4849. 

 Purchase tickets on our website: www.orcasmuseums.org. 

 Buy tickets at our office at 181 North Beach 
Road. 

Where to get tickets 

See you there! 

Docents:  Friendly people who can 

donate a few hours a week to greet 

museum visitors.  No prior experi-

ence necessary. 

Transcribers:  Persons with com-

puter skills to help transcribe our 

“Saving Orcas Voices” oral history 

tapes.   

Fund Raiser:  Person with prior ex-

perience to work with our Finance 

Committee to improve the Museum’s 

finances. 

Writers:  Persons to write “History 

Nook“ columns.  Share your 

knowledge of Island history. 

Editor:  Person with MS Publisher 

experience to manage the publica-

tion of our newsletter. 

Gardeners:  Help maintain our front 

garden and create a historical kitch-

en garden in back. 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Help:  Persons with computer  

and phone skills are needed to help 

in the office. 

Coordinator—Person with organiza-

tional and communication skills to 

coordinate Pioneer Museum docents 

Call the office at 360-376-4849 or  

e-mail us at  

info@orcasmuseum.org 



  

 6 

 

 
 

Business Sponsors 
 
 
East Sound Mini Storage 
 
Madrona Point Insurance 
 
Orcas Bay Foundation 
 
Port Gamble Publishing Company 
 
Turtleback Farm Inn 
 
Waldron Island Community Library 
 
Washington Federal 

In Kind Business 
Sponsors 
 
Chele Enterprises 
 
Eastsound Storage 
 
Eclipse Charters 
 
Island Market 
 
Orcas Island Lions Club 
 
Orcas Outfitters 
 
Red Rabbit Farm 

Memorial Gifts 

George & Jan Hall in memory of Betty 
Hall 
 
Sarah Geiser in memory of Buryal  
Madan 
 

Donors 
 
Michael Baker 
 
Glenn & Susan Beebe 
 
Jim & Sylvia Biddick 
 
Betty Bodtrom 
 
Barbara Brown 
 
Ingeborg Congden 
 
John & Lois Campbell 
 
Peter & Brooke Clark 
 
Lois & Michael Cornell 
 
Carol Currah 
 
Ramona Curtis 
 
Dick & Velma Doty 
 
Dean & Ruthie Dougherty 
 
Mike & Sharon Douglas 
 
Ursula Erdmann 
 
David & Irene Fisher 
 
Judy & Gene Flath 
 
Bob & Sandy Friel 
 
Eric Graue 
 
Pegi Groundwater & Mike Moss 
 
Neil & Ann Hawkins 
 
Phil Heikkenen & Ellen Golding 
 
Jack & Jan Helsell 
 
Gregg Hendry 
 
Mrs. Richard Howell 
 
Pete & Sandy Huie 
 
Steve Kastelitz 
 
Donna Knight 
 
Sara Johnson 
 
Mary & Lewis Lehman 
 
John & Linda Liebiez 
 
Bob & Laurie Liebmann 
 
Heidi Lindberg 
 
James & Lynn Lobdell 
 
Dorothy Lundquist 
 
Cal McLachlan 
 
Betty Marcum 
 
Frank & Paige McCormick 
 
Margaret Mills 
 
Ivaloe Meyer 
 
Patty & Vince Monaco 

 
Peg & Fred Nicol 
 
Issa Parker 
 
Larry Parker 
 
Judi Pasco 
 
Bob & Dorothy Patton 
 
Joyce Pearson 
 
Linda Peth & Mark Evans 
 
Patty Pirnack-Hamilton & Jim Hamilton 
 
James & Eileen Pyka 
 
Gulliver & Mary Jo Rankin 
 
Alicia Rollo 
 
Abby & Rolly Rueb 
 
Mary Schoen 
 
Joyce & Peter Schultz 
 
Rose Ann Schreiber 
 
Cheryl & Tom Schweizer 
 
Beverly Smith 
 
Jerry Smith 
 
Dean & Audrey Stupke 
 
Alice Tompkins 
 
Tricia & Steve Trainer 
 
Gregory & Loralie Travis 
 
Judy Turksel 
 
Millie Vaccarella 
 
Marilyn Vincent 
 
Edrie Vinson 
 
Bette Walker 
 
Ann Waltersdorph 
 
Anne Weingarth 
 
Tom & Jenny Welch 
 
June West 

Benefactors 
 
Wally & Josie Barrow 
 
Barbara Brown 
 
Michael Wilson 
 
Anthony & Nancy Ayer 
 
Judith & Eugene Flath 
 
Sarah Geiser 
 
Doug & Joyce Pearson 

Sponsors 
 
Jack Bloxom 
 
Tim Brumit 
 
Jamie Cier 
 
Sidney Coffelt 
 
David & Irene Fisher 
 
Neil & Ann Hawkins 
 
Jane Heffernan 
 
Jack Helsell 
 
Pete & Sandy Huie 
 
James Lobdell & Lynn Carter 
 
Robyn Lowe 
 
Bob & Harriet Miller 
 
Becky Rayne 
 
Win Rhodes 
 
May Shiozawa 
 
Jerry & Joanne Smith 
 
Dean Stupke 
 
Maylyn Vincent 
 
Nani Warren 
 
Janet White 
 
John Willis 

Supporters 
 
Glen & Susan Beebe 
 
Edward & Thora Boede 
 
Mary Clark 
 
David & Kaaren Slawson 

 
Carole A. Speight 
 
Edrie Vinson 

 
Family Members 
 
Anthony & Nancy Ayer 
 
Amanda Azous 
 
Michael & Rocky Baker 
 
Richard Bangert III 
 
Bill Bangs 
 
Rose & John Beckwith 
 
Jim & Sylvia Biddick 
 
Bill Buchan 
 
Carl Burger 
 
Ken & Mariam Carrasco 
 
Lois & Michael Cornell 
 
Betty Jean Densmore 
 
George & Audrey Garrels 
 
Eric Graue 
 
Pegi Groundwater & Michael Moss 
 
Wally & Susan Gudgell 
 
Richard & Madeline Haffey 
 
Anne Hay & Joe Floren 
 
Phil Heikkenen & Ellen Golding 
 
Gregg Hendry 
 
Eleanor Hoague 
 
Jerry & Diane Kasparek 
 
Carol & Bogdan Kulminski 
 
Mary & Lewis Lehmann 
 
Bev & Larry Lehman 
 
Stan Liebenberg 
 
Vicki Liemback & Dan Christopherson 
 
Harold Lentzner & Elsie Pamuk 
 
John & Linda Libiez 
 
Larry & Heidi Lindberg 
 
Steve Lovell 
 
Barry Madan & Bev Bell 
 
Ellen Madan 
 
Joseph & Meg Massey 
 
Jim & Ester McCullough 
 
Ben McLeod 
 
Peg & Fred Nicol 
 
Irene O’Neill & Wally Morgan 
 
Bob & Barbara Otis 
 
Harry Patton 
 
Doug & Jean Pearson 
 
Linda Peth & Mark Evans 
 
Boyd & Lovell Pratt 
 
James & Eileen Pyka 
 
Dennis & Mary Rancourt 
 
Gulliver Rankin 
 
Tim & Melanie Ransom 
 
Nancy & Jerry Schmidt 
 
Rose Ann Schreiber 
 
Peter & Joyce Schultz 
 
Josef Sedivec 
 
George & Marcia Spees 
 
Robert & Judy Spring 
 
Tom Tillman 
 
Tricia & Steve Trainer 
 
Gregory Travis 
 
Frank & Barbara Trunkey 
 
Dixie & Peter Walmsley 
 
Judi & Robert Watson 
 
Tom & Jenny Welch 
 
Denise & Dan Wilk 
 
Anne Weingarth 
 
Sue & Leonard Wood 

Members 
 
Janet Booth 
 
Betty Bostrom 
 
Pamela Charlesworth  
 
Bruce Culver 
 
Ramona Curtis 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Robin DiGiorgio 
 
Margaret Doyle 
 
Ursula Erdmann 
 
John & Susan Fleischer 
 
Beverly Franklet 
 
Robbie Gelnaw 
 
Donald Gerard 
 
Gail Glass 
 
Bill Hagen 
 
Betty Hall 
 
Ann Irish 
 
Sarah Jane Johnson 
 
Joanne Johnston 
 
Beth Jurgensen 
 
Steve Kastelitz 
 
Donna Knight 
 
Gordon Koenig 
 
Sharin Lee 
 
Dorothy Lundquist 
 
Rick Markov 
 
Betty Markum 
 
Cal McLachlan 
 
Ivaloe Meyer 
 
Margaret Mills 
 
Susan Mustard 
 
Tim Ordwing 
 
Larry Parker 
 
Catherine Pederson 
 
Alicia Rollo 
 
Margo Rubel 
 
Mary Schoen 
 
Judith Slater 
 
Carole Speight 
 
Marlia Starwater Dunsmore 
 
Judy Turksel 
 
Millie Vaccarella 
 
Ann Waltersdorph 
 
Anne Weingarth 
 
Audrey Wells 
 
June West 
 
Carol Whitbeck 
 
Dan White 
 
Mary Youmans 

Life Members 
 
Bill & Valerie Anders 
 
Christopher Bayley 
 
Michael Brennan 
 
Bill & Paula Clapp 
 
Jim Clark 
 
Jean Dickerson 
 
Dwight Duke 
 
Sydney Exton 
 
Sarah Geiser 
 
Llinda Henry 
 
Barbara Jamieson 
 
Katie Jensen 
 
Virginia Jensen 
 
Ralph & Terrel Kaplan 
 
Ingrid & George Karnikis 
 
Jan Koltun 
 
Dale & Sara Linnes 
 
Frank & Jan Loudin 
 
Jeff McKay 
 
Bob & Dorothy Patton 
 
Margaret E. Philbrick 
 
Wilma Ray 
 
Virginia Reagles 
 
Margot Shaw 
 
Claire Thomas 
 
Fred Vinson 

 

 

Thanks to our 2015 Donors and Members 

 

The Orcas Island Historical Society gratefully acknowledges the generosity of the following individuals and families 

who provided gifts or became members between 11/15/2014 and 11/15/2015 
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ELIPSE CHARTERS  

MAYFIELD CARPET CLEANING  

SEW N SEW CUSTOM EMBROIDERY  

ZWEIBEL FAMILY  

WEST SOUND MARINA  

KABLOOM  

ORCAS AUTO TECH  

A-1 AUTOWORKS  

TRES FABU  

KENMORE AIR  

DENISE WILK  

PORTOFINO  

ORCAS ISLAND HARDWARE  

ISLAND AUTOMOTIVE/NAPA AUTO PARTS  

THE KITCHEN  

LOCAL GOODS  

SEA ISLAND SAND & GRAVEL  

JENNY JOPLIN  

MIKE DOUGLAS  

 
DEAN & AUDREY STUPKE  

KATIE JENSEN  

TONY & NANCY AYER  

JOHN FLEISCHER  

PAT & WILLIE KUEHLE  

LEE WISCOMB  

BILL BUCHAN  

EDRIE VINSON  

ORCAS ISLAND LIONS CLUB 

GORDY’S GARAGE  

CAROL KULMINSKI  

MARGI MILES  

ISLAND EXCAVATING  

THE OFFICE CUPBOARD  

KIM MIDDLETON ART  

JAMES HARDMAN GALLERY  

ROSARIO MANSION RESTAURANT  

COUNTRY CORNER GROCERY & DELI  

EARTHWORKS COMPANY  

 
 
 

ORCAS VILLAGE STORE  

DRIFTWOOD FLOWERS & NURSERY  

THE ART OF TRAINING  

PEGI GROUNDWATER 

BILL CLAPP FAMILY  

ROSES BAKERY & CAFÉ  

SCENIC SHUTTLE  

PAWKI’S FOR PETS  

WILDLIFE CYCLES  

CROW VALLEY POTTERY  

KATHRYN TAYLOR CHOCOLATES  

DAVID & ANNA WILLIAMS  

PETER C. FISHER GALLERY  

THE ISLAND SKILLET  

ORCAS ISLAND POTTERY  

ORCAS EXCAVATING  

PHOENIX WELTY TREE SERVICE  

ORCAS OUTFITTERS  

LOIS CAMPBELL  

BRUCE CULVER 

 
 

 

The Orcas Island Historical Society receives some funding from grants and an allo-

cation from the Visitors Lodging Tax, but relies primarily on the generosity of our 

members to keep the lights on and the doors open at the Pioneer Museum and the 

Crow Valley School Museum. Without your financial support, we could not preserve 

the history of Orcas Island and make it accessible to the community. History 

would no longer live here. There are several ways, described below, that you can 

show your support for the Museums. 

 

Memberships are available for individuals, families 

and businesses at levels ranging from $25 to $500.Memberships can be renewed at the Historical Societies 

office, at either of our two museums or online at www.orcasmuseums.org. 

 

Each time you visit the Pioneer Museum, you walk a pathway 

made of bricks that have been inscribed with names and commemorative messages that have been paid for 

by donations from supporters of the Orcas Island Historical Society. With the donation for inscribing their brick, 

they become a part of Orcas History. You can be a part of that history too.  Bricks come in two different siz-

es, can be inscribed with up to six lines of text and are available at donation levels ranging from $55 to $141. 

You can donate a brick to honor someone who is special to you or who has played an important role in the 

history of Orcas Island. 

 

Donations can be designated for our general operating budget or our En-

dowment Fund, which is held by Orcas Island Community Foundation. General operating 

funds are used to pay our daily operating expenses while the moneys in the Endowment 

Fund provide our long-term financial foundation. Gifts can be made to honor someone or 

as a memorial. 

 

Gift Certificates are available in any amount and 

can be redeemed for merchandise in our Pioneer Museum store anytime the Museum is open..   

 

The Orcas Island Animal Protection Society is a 501(c)((3) Charitable Organization.   

WAYS OF GIVING 

2015 Auction Donors 

Increase Your Membership Level When You Renew:   

Donate a Brick to the Museum Entry:  

Make a Gift:   

Give a Gift Certificate to the Pioneer Museum Store:   
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We are going to be cozy this winter 

The Pioneer Museum will be closed for approximately one 

week during December for the installation of new HVAC 

ducting for our Heater.  This project has been funded with a 

grant from the Washington State Legislature’s Heritage Capi-

tal Project Fund administered by the Washington State His-

torical Society and will enable us to regulate the temperature 

in the cabins to help preserve our historic artifacts.   

As we go to press, the dates for the closure are still un-

known, as that depends on the contractor’s work schedule. 

So give us a call at 376-4849 or check our website at 

www.orcasmuseums.org to make sure we are open before 

you drop by for a visit. 
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Orcas History Lives Here!  

Orcas Island Historical Society 

181 North Beach Road 

P O Box 134 

Eastsound, WA 98245  

Phone: 360-376-4849 

e-mail: info@orcasmuseum.org 

website: 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


