Today we reach the apex of Leviticus and the Torah.  SLIDE

The Torah is told in a chiastic form 



with Genesis being reflected in Deuteronomy 



and Exodus reflected in Numbers.  


All of them building to this moment in Leviticus.  SLIDE
As we have seen from the very beginning of Leviticus, 


the rituals 


leading to priests 


that build to ritual and moral purity.  

All culminating in this one action SLIDE

that we refer to today as the Day of Atonement 


or Yom Kippur.

Now it may not seem like it, SLIDE

but in chapter 16 verse 1, 



we are still on that 8th day.  


Aarons family is still dealing with the bodies 


and God is speaking to Moses 



telling him how to clean up this mess.  

The mess being 


that a God who is all about life 



was approached by those carrying death upon them.  


God can not dwell long term in the presence of death.  

So something needs to change 


or God will depart again.

We receive a new and sixth type of ritual, SLIDE

an Elimination Ritual.  

If we allow this death to stay in the Holy of Holy, 


it brings more death and destruction 



because they are contagious.  SLIDE
If we think of germs, 


we know that we can build up immunity to them 


or we can make them non-existent.  

Building immunity only works 


until the germs grow to a number we can't fight off.  SLIDE
So sanitizing things 


kind of runs parallel to the purification from sin offerings.  

If however, SLIDE

we remove the germs from our land, 



we don't have the issue anymore.  

This two pronged approach SLIDE

of eliminating the germ of sin when we find it 


and removing its source 



is what we see in this ritual of atonement with the two goats.  

One goat's life sanitizes the space 


so God could dwell there again, 

the other goat took all the germs or garbage


 and removed them from the camp.

Or for those of you who depend on the sensory of smell more, SLIDE

the first goat changes the diaper, 


the second goat takes the stinky diaper out of the house, 



not just to the garbage can, 




but to the dump outside the city.  SLIDE
If you don't do both together, 


the smell of the diaper 



will eventually make its presence known.  

So once a year, 


the high priest went into the Holy of Holies, 



removed the messy diaper, 



then had the second goat carry that diaper away to the wilderness.

While a crude description, 


those with ears to hear and eyes to see 



will find a stunning story being told 




by the ritual the children's time laid out.  

Rituals are always telling a story.  


Last Sunday SLIDE


over 100 million people tuned in for the Super Bowl Half-Time Ritual.  


What on the surface seemed like a bunch of glitter and pizazz, 



actually retold the history of the country of Puerto Rico.  


But it is taking Americans time to understand that 



because we don't know the story.  

I think the same is true SLIDE

for the story of the Day of Atonement.  

This story of more bulls, rams, and goats dying 


is telling the people of Israel a story.  

So let's see if we can understand what God is trying to tell us in the details. SLIDE
We start by hearing that scheduled visits once a year, 


is all the more often that the High Priest is to come into the Most Holy Place.  This is partly because it is a dangerous job 


and we have just established that entering into the tent unclean 



could cost you your life.  


We have played this idea up so much SLIDE


that a common myth from the 13th century 



that is not supported by any Jewish documents 




says the high priest would tie a rope around his ankle.  



I may have promoted that myth, 




if so, 



I am sorry 




and I am working on removing it from my story telling flourish.  

Once a year, 


the High Priest came into the  Most Holy Place 



because God was there in the cloud over the atonement cover.

Aaron is to bring his families chattah SLIDE

or purification from sin offering. 


Plus a ram for the olah 



or burnt offering at the end of the day 




to say he is fully committed Yahweh.  

As he steps in, SLIDE

he takes off all of the colorful priestly robes 



and puts on a simple white tunic instead.  

This simple action 


acknowledges his change in roles.  

Previously, 


he was operating as God among the people, 


but is now acting as man before God, 



who should be humble.  


The costume change tells this story.

The Israelites also bring their sacrifice, SLIDE

two goats and a ram.  

One goat for the chattah 


or purification from sin offering, 

one for the elimination ritual, 

and the ram for the Olah offering 


or burnt offering to say they are fully committed to what has occurred.  SLIDE
A way of saying, 


Amen or I agree and am part of what has occurred.SLIDE
Now Aaron sacrifices the bull at the standard altar for himself, 


but takes the blood further in to the Holy of Holies 



so that he can approach God.  SLIDE
It is here he uses the incense as a smoke screen 


so that he can approach God 


and put the blood on the lid of the Ark of the Covenant.  

Aaron works his way into the room 


to make everything approachable using the Bull's blood.  

Once it is safe for Aaron to be in the room with God, 


he can bring the people's sacrifice, SLIDE


one of the two goats.

The goats are chosen are by lots. 


The roll of dice determines who lives 


and who dies.  

Which goat is offered to God 


and which to Azazel.  

Verse 8 might sound a little weird according to the NIV, SLIDE

“one lot for the Lord 


and the other for the scapegoat.” 

Notice in verse 8, SLIDE

there is a footnote, 



telling us that scapegoat also means Azazel, 



that is the Hebrew word used.  

We have a few choices to translate this word.  SLIDE

It is a Hebrew compound word made up of ez  and azal 



or “goat” and “turn off.”  

Some Hebrew literature understood this word to mean SLIDE

“the place where the goat was sent: 



a desert, 



a solitary place, 



or the height from which the goat was thrown.”  

This name does not fully work with the idea of 


a goat being offered to Yahweh 


and another being offered to someone else.  SLIDE
Our other option is to hear it as the name of an Evil spiritual being.  


We will come back to that selection later.

Casting of lots is a way of saying, SLIDE

“God chooses which goat lives and dies.”  

The goat for the Lord 


is sacrificed on the altar out front 



for a sin offering.  

The other goat is still standing out at the door.  


The high priest takes the blood into the the Most Holy Place, SLIDE


which is the most western end of Tent of Meeting.  

I mention this, 


because after putting the blood on the atonement cover, 

Aaron proceeds in an easterly direction 


cleaning everything else.  

As he reaches the door at the eastern end, 


all the sin of Israel, 


everything that has been unclean in the Holy place 



is gathered up by the high priest on the way to the door.  

He reaches the altar outside the tent of meeting 


and places the purifying blood there as well.  

When the three places have been cleaned, 


Aaron comes to the live goat.  SLIDE
Here he starts the Elimination Ritual.  


He puts not one hand, 



but both hands on the goat




and confesses all the wickedness, 




rebellion, 




and sin of Israel, 



placing it on the goat's head.  

The goat is then taken by someone else into the desert.   


The person designated most likely walks east. 

Because our ritual has been living out Psalm 103:12, SLIDE

“He has removed our sins 



as far from us as the east is from the west.”  

They reach the edge of the wilderness, SLIDE

likely a cliffed out edge from the geography of Israel, 



and leave the goat there, 


far from the camp.

Now this story is told every year by the Israelites, 


reminding them of what God has done 



so that we can be right with him, SLIDE

and to remind them that a greater sacrifice is needed.  

Hebrews tells us that they knew they needed a human to make this fully effectual, 


not just an animal.  

We understand how the first goat has washed away our sins, 


because we have lots of songs that proclaim that in our hymnal.  

But not as many that explain the role of the “Scapegoat” 


or the goat belonging to Azazel.  

That goat is telling us of God's great desire SLIDE

not to just purify us of our sins, 


but to someday remove them completely.  

You too may be desiring the day SLIDE

when there is no more death, 


sorrow, 


crying or pain.  

But how would we get rid of it?  


Where would it go?

If we have our Hebrew Bibles out in front of us, 


we would see that both the goat of atonement for Yahweh 


and the Scapegoat are not two separate sacrifices, SLIDE


but one single sacrifice.  

We know that Jesus died 


and paid the price for our sin with his blood, 

we can easily make that connection with the day of atonement.  

We also are aware 


that Jesus spent three days in the grave SLIDE


with humanities sin weighing him down.  

If Jesus takes all of our sins upon himself, 


he can remove it all from the earth 


and give it all back to the source, SLIDE


the evil one.  

He can return the package of sin to Azazel, 


aka, Satan 



who has vandalized God's good creation with it.  

If Jesus has removed it 


and given it back to the one who was distributing it, SLIDE
Jesus is now free to ascend again 


without the weight of sin upon him.

But someone had to carry it away from us.  

Remember, 


this goat was to take the sins 



to the farthest place outside the camp, SLIDE

just as Jesus was crucified outside the city, 



then takes it even further off the cliff 




into the depths of hell 



and leaves it there.  

Then Jesus is resurrected alive, SLIDE

just like the goat in our story.  

The two goats hint 


that there will be death,


followed by life 



by the one who carries our sin out of this world.  

We are left to respond to the goats work 

and Jesus' work 


with joy and new life.  



For sin is no longer a part of our world.  

For the Israelites, 


they would repeat this whole procedure a year later.  

For the followers of Jesus, SLIDE

any sin that we are letting us weigh down, 


we are carrying unnecessarily, 

because it has all been returned 


to the one who cause the issues in the first place, 



that snake in the garden.  

May we remember that that weight of sin 


is not for us to ever carry 

because Jesus has done all that is necessary 


to take it away from us 



to where it belongs.
