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MAIN	#	623-376-4300	
ATTENDANCE	#	623-376-4390			

Mark	Anderson,	Principal	
Ryan	Pletnick,	Assistant	Principal	

From the Principal, Mark Anderson…

March	is	sort	of	a	transi-on	month	in	Arizona	where	it’s	not	quite	winter	and	
not	quite	spring.	It’s	a	beau-ful	month	and	reminds	us	why	we	live	here.	
March	is	a	very	produc-ve	month	at	Highland	Lakes	even	with	the	week	break.	
Teachers	con-nue	to	analyze	classroom/district	assessment	data	to	create	
standards-based	lessons	that	meet	all	students’	academic	needs.	Along	with	
academics,	to	ensure	we	are	developing	a	well-rounded	student,	we	con-nue	to	
focus	on	our	students’	social	and	emo-onal	needs.	

AZM2,	our	state	standardized	test,	will	be	here	before	we	know	it.	The	tes-ng	
window	is	March	31	-	April	24,	please	see	the	tes-ng	calendar	below.		Our	
teachers	and	students	are	working	hard	to	build	deep	understandings	and	a	
focused	knowledge	base	on	state	standards	and	test	taking	skills.	With	all	this	
work,	we	s-ll	have	-me	to	celebrate	our	successes	and	build	enduring	
friendships.	

As	always,	the	staff	at	Highland	Lakes	School	values	our	community	and	how	we	
con-nue	to	work	together	to	help	our	children	be	successful.	We	have	an	open	
door	policy,	so	please	call	or	come	see	us	any-me.	Thank	you	for	all	that	you	do	
as	a	parent	and	have	a	great	day….or	not…..the	choice	is	yours!	



Please note that all scheduled events and gatherings are 

subject to change.  Make sure you are keeping informed by 

checking your email, the DVUSD website or App. 

Important websites: 

https://www.dvusd.org 

https://www.highlandlakesptso.com 

https://www.azdhs.gov 

https://www.cdc.gov

https://www.dvusd.org
https://www.highlandlakesptso.com
https://www.azdhs.gov
https://www.dvusd.org
https://www.highlandlakesptso.com
https://www.azdhs.gov


April 
 

 

2020 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 March 30 March 31 1 2 3 4 

  7th & 8th Writing 3rd-6th Writing Writing Make-ups Writing Make-ups  

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 4th AIMS Science 8th AIMS Science 7th-8th ELA 1 & Math 1 

Writing Make-ups 
7th-8th Math 2 & ELA 2 
Last day for Writing 

No School 
No Testing 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
 3rd ELA 1 

6th ELA 1 
Science Make-ups 

3rd Math 1 
6th Math 1 
Science Make-ups 

3rd ELA 2 
4th-5th ELA 1 & Math 1 
6th Ren ELA 1 & Math 1 
6th ELA 2 
Science Make-ups 

3rd Math 2 
4th-5th Math 2 & ELA 2 
6th Ren Math 2 & ELA 2 
6th Math 2 
Science Make-ups 

Last day for Science  

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
 ELA & Math Make-ups ELA & Math Make-ups ELA & Math Make-ups ELA & Math Make-ups Last day for ELA & Math  

26 27 28 29 30   
       

 

Along with the test taking tips below, it is very important that during testing all students come to school 
every day, arrive on time, and not be signed out for appointments.  If your child leaves during the 
middle of a test, according to state guidelines, they will not be able to make it up.
Helpful test taking tips:

• Make sure that your children get enough sleep.  Remember that old saying about eight to ten hours 
of sleep a night?  Being well rested is perhaps the most important and unfortunately most 
overlooked aspect of health when trying to stay focused.

• Make sure that your children eat healthy.  Often times in our busy schedules we forget to take time 
out for our most obvious needs.  If your children are not eating well, we cannot possibly expect them 
to perform well in school, or anything else.  Try and avoid heavy foods that may make him/her 
groggy and avoid high sugar food.  Make sure they are eating right.

• Encourage your child to stay relaxed on the test.
• Keep a positive attitude about tests.
• Make sure that your child gets up early enough so that he/she will be on time to school.
• Please do not schedule appointments during testing.  Students who leave school before completing 

a particular test are ineligible to continue the test for that session.
• Talking about the test with your child can relieve stress about test taking.

By following these suggestions, your child will have an even better chance of showing their true ability.  If 
you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to ask.  Thank you for all that you do.  Being a parent 
is the most important job there is.



B-Be	RespecFul	E-	Engaged	A-	Act	Responsibly	R-RespecFul	S-Safe

Mr. P’s Way to be!

CAUGHT BEING KIND

B . E . A . R . S .

APRIL 
Respectful

➡ Open doors for others 
➡ Make eye contact 
➡ Use thank you 
➡ Clean-up

5 
12 
19 
26

MARCH 
ACT 

RESPONSIBILY

➡ Bring your materials to class! 
➡ Be organized and ready to learn! 
➡ Respect guests 
➡ Help a classmate 
➡ Polite Words

1 
8 

15 
22 
29

The Kindness 
Ambassador Club 

welcoming students 
to school!!!



UPCOMING 
S C H O O L  E V E N T S

26

MARCH

9am Bear Buck Store 
5pm KFC/Taco Bell Family Night 

16-25 NO SCHOOL SPRING BREAK

23 9am Bear Buck Store

13
2pm PLC Early release 
2pm Ice Cream Man 
End of 3rd Quarter 

17 5:30 pm BINGO Night

9:30am PTSO General Meeting 
9am Student of the Month  
3pm Ice Cream Man Truck 
Yearbook orders and pages DUE!

3

23 3:30 pm Talent Show Rehearsal 

24 3:30 pm Talent Show Rehearsal 

APRIL

27 2pm PLC Early Release 
2pm Sip Coffee Truck 
2:15 pm Talent Show Dress Rehearsal 

30 6pm Talent Show #1 

31 6pm Talent Show #2 
AZM2 Testing Starts 

24 9am Kinder Promotion Pictures 
3pm Ice Cream Man Truck

10 NO SCHOOL SPRING BREAK DAY

29 6:30 pm Spring Chorus Concert 

30 4pm Yogurtology Family Night 
6:30 Spring Orchestra Concert

AZM2 Testing Window March 31-April 24th
THERE WILL BE NO EARLY RELEASE PLC 

FRIDAY’S THE MONTH OF APRIL



Need to Order the

Yearbook Today

To Purchase & Customize Your Yearbook 
Must be a parent or student 13 years or older.

Customize Your 2 Free Pages
Add photos from your computer, Facebook, 
Instagram, Google Drive & more. 

Answer fun Memory Questions to help 
remember the year.

The 2 Custom Pages are FREE and are printed 
ONLY in your book. Want more pages? Each 
additional 2 pages is just $0.99.

Go to www.treering.com/validate

Enter your school’s passcode: 

1

2

Regular Price:  
*Does not include sales tax, if applicable

Deadline:  

101536258863554

Mar 20

Highland Lakes School - Elementary K-6

$25.00

$25 ELEMENTARY BOOK
$35 MIDDLE SCHOOL BOOK

Elementary and MS

YEARBOOK ORDERS AND PERSONAL PAGES MUST BE DONE BY APRIL 3RD
ORDER ONLINE TODAY:https://www.dvusd.org/hl-yearbook

Yearbook Checklist:
1. Follow the link above to purchase your yearbook

2. Login to TreeRing and customize your personal pages

3. Approve your pages by March 20th so they will print in your book!

https://www.dvusd.org/hl-yearbook
https://www.dvusd.org/hl-yearbook


Congratulations HLS Rubik’s Cube Teams 

Division 1 
1st place 
solving 25 
cubes in 
2:31:810

Division 2 
1st place 
solving 25 
cubes in 
1:37:870





Congratulations 

Battle of the 

Books Teams for 

completing the 

third and final 

round!!
Bhavana Vinodh and 

Sarah Qiu, and Lily Hall 

will represent HLS at 

the district battle



Career 
Exploration 
had a visit 

from an 
Optometrist, 
Dr. Matt Roe, 

from 
Midwestern 
University.   

It’s 

beginning 

to look a lot 

like SPRING 

in the HLS 

Community 

Garden! 



Deer Valley Unified School District  
Performing Arts Presents 

2020 Honor Band
A musical extravaganza featuring the following schools:  

Anthem, Arrowhead, Bellair, Canyon Sprigs, Desert Mountain, Desert Sky, Diamond Canyon, Gavilan Peak, 
Greenbriar, Highland Lakes, Mirage, Mountain Shadows, New River, Sonoran Foothills, Sunrise, Sunset Ridge 

Guest Conductors:  
Mr. James O’Halloran, Ms. Beth Hermanson, Mr. Bryan Fike and Mr, Ryan Rockey 

Wednesday, Feb 19, 2020

Congratulations to Mr. Rockey and all of our talented HLS students who 
participated in District Honor Band.  

6th Grade: 
Isabella Herndon: Clarinet 
Isaac Singh-Bari Sax 
Zachary Shepherd-Trombone 
NickLaTouf-Euphonium 
Kaustub Guntakatta- Percussion

7th and 8th Grade: 
Jade Marston - Flute 
Yousif Alkhafaji-Bassoon 
Nissa Teran-Clarinet 
Jonah Cain-Trumpet 
Baker Rosas-Trumpet 
Michael McDougal-Tuba 
Malak Aikhafaji-Horn 
Christina Diggs-Horn 
Camden White-Trombone 
Annaliesa Shepherd-Percussion



Fifth Grade took their annual trip to Prescott Pines!  There was lots of fresh snow and 
adventures in zip-lining, hiking, fire starting, archery, dodgeball, science, game playing, 
dancing, skits and MORE!!  Shout out to the 5th Grade team for another great trip!!





Chanda Tumbarello - President 
Liz Wolcott - Vice President 

OPEN - Secretary 
OPEN - Treasurer 

Thank you everyone who came to the March 
General Meeting, current nominations and 

open positions for the 2020-2021 
board were made as follows:

All Parents, Teachers, Students, are invited to our next General 
Meeting on Friday April 3rd at 9:30 AM.  We will discuss open 

committee chair positions and plans for the next school year.   At 
the May 1st meeting we will vote in the board for next year.  If you 

cannot make these date or time, feel free to email us if you are 
interested in joining our team @ highlandlakesptso@gmail.com. 

Your Bearathon funds at 
work.... 

PTSO purchased 90 chrome 
books and delivered them to 
classrooms in February!  

Thank you to the HLS staff, 
students, family, friends, and 
business partners for your 
support this year in making 
our campus the best it can 
be!!



Highland Lakes Character Program
BEAR BUCKS

Did you know that we have a campus wide character program called “Bear Bucks”?  It is 
sponsored by the PTSO and is a way that staff can reward students for showing 
“Bearrific” Character traits such as:


B-Be Caring

E-Engagement


A-Act Responsible

R-Respectful


S-Safety


Students can earn $1 or $2 bucks for showing good character and a $3 buck for getting 
on the Principals List!  Each month, the PTSO puts on a store where they can spend their 
money.  The PTSO thoughtfully picks items for the store each month based on what is 
trending for 1st-8th grade students.  And the students REALLY love to go to the store (ask 
your kids)!!! For our youngest students in Kindergarten, they get to attend the store at the 
end of the school year as preparation for moving up to 1st grade!

It takes about 12 volunteers to run the store and 
the PTSO could really use some help as they had 
to cancel the February store because they didn’t 
have enough volunteers!  


The job is easy, a volunteer runs a table and 
helps the kids pick items and count their bucks.  It 
takes about 3 hours to get all the students through 
the store.


If you think watching kids smile, laugh, and get 
excited is something you want to be a part of, 
please visit the link below to sign up for a spot.


https://signup.com/go/hGdoTpq

or 


https://www.highlandlakesptso.com/parents.html
 2nd Graders in Mrs. Browns class 
made a special sign up sheet to try 

and get volunteers!!

https://signup.com/go/hGdoTpq?fbclid=IwAR3z7_3dwqatJWteg13k3N0CCthIXFqcfkP7D7eQjxGEIE5Qg_H6Jcnq_zs
https://www.highlandlakesptso.com/parents.html
https://signup.com/go/hGdoTpq?fbclid=IwAR3z7_3dwqatJWteg13k3N0CCthIXFqcfkP7D7eQjxGEIE5Qg_H6Jcnq_zs
https://www.highlandlakesptso.com/parents.html




*please return to your students
teacher by March 31,2020

Cash or check
made payable to

HLS PTSO







THURSDAY
APRIL 30TH 2020



We have a special treat, 
Rita’s will be at the Spring 

Chorus Concert on  
April 29th 



➡ Fabulous Funfetti, Confetti Pancakes
➡ Breakfast Burrito-Turkey Sausage, 

Potato and Egg

YUMMY MARCH FEATURES

We Love Our Students

BREAKFAST BEFORE THE BELL
Feel rushed in the morning? Do your 
students have time to eat breakfast?  Let us 
feed them a nutritious breakfast before the 
bell.
➡ Kids who eat school breakfast score 

17.5% higher on math test scores
➡ Eating breakfast reduces absenteeism 

and tardiness.
➡ Every breakfast includes choice of entree, 

fruit, 100% fruit juice and a choice of a 
local non-fat 1% white milk.

We are always trying to improve menu 
offerings and listen to your suggestions. In 
addition to our daily menu items, we offer our 
daily features.  Students in 7 & 8 may also 
select from out CHOW entries:

CHOW (Choice of the Week):
Mar 2: BBQ Rib Sandwich
Mar 9: Crispy Chicken Sandwich
Mar 23: Cheeseburger
Mar 30: All Beef Hot Dog

SPECIAL DAYS IN MARCH

Sardella’s 
Pizza

March 6th 
and 27th



From Nurse Kristina



Club Sponsor Open to Room Day Time

 Ukelele Club Mrs. Schrade  3rd-8th grade 404 Monday 3:40 - 4:15 pm

Elementary Art 
Club

Mrs. Krystek 3rd - 6th Grade 513 Monday 3:30 - 4:30 pm

MS Art Club Mrs. Gettys MS Only 513 Monday 3:30 - 4:30 pm

Student Council
Mrs. Lantry and 

Ms. Quilente
MS Only 209 Monday 3:45 - 4:30 PM

 NJHS Mrs. Smith  8th grade 313 Tuesday 3:45 - 4:30 PM

Kindness 
Ambassadors 

Mrs. Schrade  4th -8th grade 404
1st and 3rd  

Tuesday
8:00 am

Pep Club Mrs. Yahner 4-6th 214 Tues 3:30-4:30

Math Club
Mrs. Behrens 
Mrs. Smith

6th - 8th Grade 205 Wednesday 3:30 - 4:30 pm

Unplugged Club Mrs. Martin 4th - 8th 221 *Wednesday 3:30 - 4:30 pm

 Anime  Ms. Nick    MS Only   217 wednesday  3:30-4:30 pm

KIVA Mrs. Tang MS Only 316 Thursday 3:40-4:40

Robotics club Mr. Shoop Closed 310 Thursday 3:30-4:30

 Recycling Club  Mrs. Schrade 4th-8th grade 404 Friday  7:50-8:30 am

2:14
Coach  Dunn 
Mr. Nelson

MS Only Computer Lab Friday 8:00-8:30 am

Garden Club Mrs. Crabtree 3rd-8th GARDEN Wednesday 8:00 AM

Rubix Cube Club Mrs. Potts Closed 216 varies
before and 

after

*Unplugged Club will not meet on these days 10/2, 11/6, 12/4, 1/8, 2/5, 3/4, 4/8, 5/6

mailto:Holly.Schrade@dvusd.org
mailto:alison.krystek@dvusd.org
mailto:corinne.gettys@dvusd.org
mailto:janeen.lantry@dvusd.org
mailto:hannah.quilente@dvusd.org
mailto:tina.smith@dvusd.org
mailto:Holly.Schrade@dvusd.org
mailto:janet.yahner@dvusd.org?subject=Pep%20Club
mailto:Marilyn.Behrens@dvusd.org?subject=Math%20Club
mailto:kristina.martin@dvusd.org?subject=Unplugged%20Club
mailto:Karen.Nick@dvusd.org?subject=Anime%20Club
mailto:debbie.tang@dvusd.org?subject=KIVA%20Club
http://hank.shoop@dvusd.org
mailto:Holly.Schrade@dvusd.org
mailto:jed.dunn@dvusd.org?subject=2:14%20Club
mailto:sarah.crabtree@dvusd.org
mailto:kim.potts@dvusd.org


SCHOOL FUNCTION 
A	‘School	Func-on’	is	defined	as	being	an	ac-vity	
to	which	all	parents	are	invited.		Loca-on	of	the	
func-on	is	anywhere	on	or	off	your	campus.	
If	all	parents	are	invited	to	the	special	event,	
siblings	are	also	allowed	to	aTend	school	special	
events	(concerts,	spelling	bees,	plays,	kindergarten	
end	of	year	gradua-ons,	etc.).		The	siblings	must	
be	under	the	direct	supervision	of	a	parent/
guardian	during	their	visit	to	the	school	campus.		

Parents	who	walk	their	children	to	
the	classroom	before	school	must	
sign-in	in	the	front	office	and	show	
ID.	 	
Parents	may	eat	lunch	with	their	
children	in	the	cafeteria	aZer	
signing	in	and	showing	ID.	 	
Pre-school	children	may	accompany	
parents	to	lunch	in	the	cafeteria.	 	
Parents	are	not	allowed	on	the	
playground.	

Parents	are	encouraged	to	visit	the	school.	All	
visitors	to	the	school	must	report	to	the	
school	office	upon	arrival	including	before	and	
aLer	school.		Picture	ID	is	required.	You	must	
sign	in	and	show	ID	to	receive	a	visitor’s	
badge.		For	those	who	wish	to	visit	a	
classroom	during	the	school	day,	it	is	expected	
that	the	teacher	and	the	principal	be	
contacted	in	advance	to	arrange	a	day	and	
-me	for	such	visit	to	avoid	any	conflicts	with	
the	school	schedule.										

Parents	must	sign	in	at	the	front	office	and	show	ID	before	entering	
campus	at	any	-me.	This	includes	before	school.	

VISITING  

CLASSROOM 
PARTIES 

The	procedure	to	not	allow	pre-school	children	
on	the	school	campus	for	par-es	has	been	in	
place	for	some	years.			
Whether	pre-school	children	or	siblings	aTend	
class	par-es	is	a	school	decision	un-l	a	district-
wide	procedure	is	developed.		Highland	Lakes	
does	not	allow	pre-school	children	or	siblings	to	
aTend	class	par-es.

Parents & Siblings 
on Campus 

Volunteering
Parents	who	volunteer	on	a	regular	or	
reoccurring	basis	will	need	to	aTend	a	basic	
volunteer	training.		Trainings	last	
approximately	30	minutes	and	you	will	receive	
all	necessary	volunteer	materials.			 

Overnight	field	trip	chaperones	must	be	
fingerprinted.		You	MUST	aTend	a	training	
PRIOR	to	being	fingerprinted.		Fingerprints	
take	8	weeks	for	results	to	be	returned	to	us;	
allow	plenty	of	-me	for	this	to	be	done.	

You	can	visit	hTps://www.dvusd.org/
volunteering	to	check	the	district	wide	
training	schedule.	

October	4,	2019	9:00	AM	
January	24,	2020		9:00	AM	
April	3,	2020	9:00	AM	

Pre-school	children	or	siblings	of	current	
students	shall	not	accompany	parents	while	
the	parent	is	serving	as	a	volunteer	on	the	
school	campus.		Please	refer	the	Volunteer	
Handbook.	

https://www.dvusd.org/volunteering
https://www.dvusd.org/volunteering
https://www.dvusd.org/volunteering
https://www.dvusd.org/volunteering


2019	TAX	CREDITS	
The	maximum	tax	credit	for	
2019	for	filing	married	joint	is	
$400	and	for	filing	single	or	

head	of	household	is	$200.		To	
learn	about	how	your	tax	
credit	can	be	used	and	to	

submit	online	go	to	
		hUp://dvusd.org/taxcredit	

Text	Message	Alerts		
If	you	are	not	receiving	
text	message	alerts		

from	the	district	of9ice	
and	would	like	to,	just		
text	the	letter	“Y”	to	

68453

 

POWER	SCHOOL		
You	can	access	your	
student’s	grades	and	

aUendance	records	at	any	
^me	through	Powerschool.	
Bring	your	picture	ID	to	the	
front	office	to	pick	up	your	

password.	

OPEN	ENROLLMENT	

Details	and	FAQ:	
dvusd.org/openenrollment	

To	Apply:	
openenrollment.dvusd.org/

application	

PEST	
CONTROL	

Pest	control	spraying	
		will	occur	once		

a	month.	

CHILD	FIND	
Child	Find	requirements	under		
state	and	federal	law	are	that	all	
individuals	with	disabili^es	from	
birth	through	age	21	be	iden^fied,	
located,	and	evaluated	for	early	
interven^on	or	Special	Educa^on	
services.	If	you	know	of	someone	
who	may	qualify	for	these	services,	
please	encourage	them	to	call	their	
local	school	at	623-376-4301	or		
the	district	at	623-445-5000!	

CUTS Program: (Court Unified Truancy Suppression) 
To	encourage	and	improve	school	aTendance,	Deer	Valley	Unified	School	District	has	

implemented	a	truancy	program	in	partnership	with	Maricopa	County	Juvenile	Court.		Highland	
Lakes	will	be	tracking	aTendance	very	closely.		Your	child	is	expected	to	be	at	school	every	day,	
unless	there	is	an	excused	reason	not	to	be.		A	student	that	is	absent	more	than	ten	percent	
(18	days)	of	the	required	number	of	school	days	per	year	is	considered	to	have	“excessive	

absences”	whether	the	absence	is	excused	or	unexcused.		If	a	student	should	start	a	paTern	of	
excessive	absences,	you	will	be	contacted	by	leTer	or	phone.		The	educa-on	of	your	child	is	
extremely	important	to	us.		This	program	is	another	way	of	working	with	the	community	to	
ensure	a	quality	educa-on	for	all	students.		If	you	have	any	ques-ons	or	concerns,	please	feel	

free	to	contact	the	front	office	at	623-376-4300	

 

Athletes	
If	you	are	planning	on	

par^cipa^ng	in	any	sport	
this	year,	you	must	

complete	the	eligibility	
requirements	as	detailed	

on	our	website	
www.dvusd.org/
domain/817.

http://www.dvusd.org/openenrollment
https://openenrollment.dvusd.org/application
https://openenrollment.dvusd.org/application
http://www.dvusd.org/domain/817
http://www.dvusd.org/domain/817
http://www.dvusd.org/openenrollment
https://openenrollment.dvusd.org/application
https://openenrollment.dvusd.org/application
http://dvusd.org/taxcredit
http://www.dvusd.org/domain/817
http://www.dvusd.org/domain/817
http://dvusd.org/taxcredit


Please	Contact	Josie	Bardsley	with	any	ques^ons	
19825	N.	15th	Avenue	Phoenix,	AZ	85027	
623.445.3925	|	josie.bardsley@dvusd.org	

NO	PARKING	
There	is	no	parking	
or	wai^ng	on	63rd	
Avenue	from	Union	
Hills	to	Utopia.		

If	you	park	or	wait	
on	63rd	Avenue,	
^ckets	will	be	

issued.	

SIGNING	OUT	
To	ensure	that	our	academic	-me	
is	respected,	we	are	asking	that	
parents	do	not	sign	out	their	
children	between	3:15	and	3:30.			
FiZeen	minutes	a	day,	added	up	
over	a	month	represents	almost	a	
full	day	of	classes	missed.

When signing out 
your student, please 

be sure and bring 
photo ID into the 
office with you.

RESERVED	PARKING	
The	car	pool	parking	spots	are	
reserved	for	those	registered	
with	the	TRP	program.		The	
other	reserved	spots	were		

won	at	school		
events.	Please		
use	courtesy		

and		
do	not		
park		

in	those		
spots.

Transporta^on	will	no	longer	
allow	us	to	write	emergency	bus	
passes	for	students	that	do	not	
normally	ride	a	bus.		If	you	have	
an	emergency	situa^on	that	

requires	your	student	to	go	home	
with	another	student	that	rides	a	
bus,	you	must	call	transporta^on	

directly	at	602-467-5096.

PARKING	LOTS	
Please	remember	that	our	parking	
lots	get	very	hec^c	in	the	morning	
and	aLernoon.		Please	do	not	leave	
you	vehicle	unaUended	along	the	
curb	at	any	^me.		Remember,	our	
main	focus	is	to	keep	all	of	our	

students	safe.

Parents	please	be	
considerate	of	our	
families	that	live	

close	to	school	and	
respect	our	

neighbors	when	
picking	up	and	
dropping	off	
students.

It’s against the law to park in the 
handicap spots (even for a second) 
without a handicap parking permit.  
Please keep these spots open for 
families that need them.

mailto:josie.bardsley@dvusd.org
mailto:josie.bardsley@dvusd.org


 
Principal: Mark Anderson

Assistant Principal: Ryan Pletnick
Nurse: Kristina Koan

Counselor:Kathryn Coleman
 

Main Phone #: (623)376-4300
Attendance: (623)376-4390

Fax: (623)376-4380
 Address: 19000 N. 63rd Ave., Glendale, AZ 85308

Start Time = 8:45
End Time = 3:30

PLC Early Release Friday = 2:00
Half Days: 12:05

Office Hours = 8:00-4:00
 Mascot: Bears

Colors: Blue & Green

Highland Lakes School Mission Statement
Preparing today's learners to become tomorrow's leaders through 

technology, inquiry, common core standards and global citizenship.

Contact Site for Information Regarding Student Pick up:	
Highland Lakes School - 623-376-4300 

District Office - 623-445-5000 
In case of emergency involving student evacuation, the following site has been 

designated as a relocation site. 

Evacuation Location:  Deer Valley High School 
18424 N 51st Ave, Glendale, AZ 85308                 	

    The Deer Valley Unified School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, sexual orientation, disability, age, or religion in its programs and 

activities. 
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Dear Highland Lakes Parents and Guardians,                                                     July 31, 2019 
 
We hope you are enjoying your summer and are finding ways to stay out of the heat.  
As many of you are planners, we wanted to make sure you have had an opportunity to see next 
year’s school calendar, which is available on our district’s website at https://www.dvusd.org. 
The calendar can be found under the “Our District” tab.  
 
Throughout the school year, elementary schools, middle schools, and high schools will 
dismiss early for Professional Learning Community time. Professional Learning 
Communities, or PLCs, are school improvement models aimed at improving student learning 
for each individual student. Early release days provide consistent professional development so 
that our teachers have time to work with their peers and focus on best practices for student 
achievement.  
 
For your quick reference, the early release days for the 2019-20 school year are: 
 
1st Semester  
August 16, 23, & 30  
September, 13, 20, 27  
October 11, 25  
November 1, 8, & 22  
December 6, 13  

 
2nd Semester  
January 10, 17, & 31  
February 7, 14, & 28  
March 6, 13, 27  
May 8, 15  
✔ No early release days in April due to 
State Testing.  
 

 
On the above early release days, school will end 90 minutes earlier than our usual end time. 
That early release time will be 2:00pm for Highland Lakes. For families who need before or 
after-school programs, whether it be for just an early release day or for the entire school year, 
Before and After School programs are available. Information can be found on the district’s 
website at https://www.dvusd.org  under the “Parents & Students” tab then “Community 
Education”.  
 
There are no adults to supervise students after school ends. Unless they are remaining on 
campus to attend a before/after-school program, all students must be picked up by 2:00pm. 
Buses run exactly 90 minutes earlier every early release Friday afternoon. You will find the 
Start and Dismiss schedule on the District Website under the “Parents & Students” tab then 
“Early Release Times ”.  
 
Thank you and we look forward to seeing our classrooms filled with students on August 7 at 
8:30am.  
 
Please watch for additional important start of school information coming in the next few 
weeks. Our office re-opened on Wednesday, July 24. Office hours are 7:30am-4:00pm, 
Monday-Friday.  
 
Have a great remainder of the summer!  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Mark Anderson 
 
Mark Anderson  
Principal 
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Jul. 4 - Independence Day Observed Aug. 7 - First Day for Students Sept. 2 - Labor Day - No School Oct. 11 & 25 - Early Release Days-90 min
Offices Closed Aug. 16, 23. 30 - Early Release Days-90 min Sept. 13, 20, 27 - Early Release Days-90 min Oct. 14 - Fall Break Day

Sept 30 & Oct. 1 - Fall Break Days Oct. 17-18 - K-12 P/T Conf.-Half Day

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 1

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Nov. 1, 8, 22 - Early Release Days-90 min Dec. 6 & 13 - Early Release Days-90 min Dec. 23-Jan. 3 - Winter Break Feb. 7, 14, 28 - Early Release Days-90 min
Nov. 11 - Veterans Day - No School Dec. 19 - HS Half Day Jan. 10, 17, 31 - Early Release Days-90 min Feb. 17 - President's Day - No School 
Nov. 27-29 - Thanksgiving Recess Dec. 20 - K-12 Half Day Jan. 20 - Martin Luther King - No School Feb. 20-21-K-8 only P/T Conf-Half Day

 Dec. 23-Jan. 3 - Winter Break   
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22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30

Mar. 6, 13, 27 - Early Release Days-90 min Apr. 10 - Spring Break Day May 8 & 15 - Early Release Days-90 min
Mar. 16-20 - Spring Break Days May 21 - Last day for students - Half Day

 ***No Early Release Days in April due May 25 - Memorial Day - Offices Closed
to State Testing***

Labor Day
Fall Break
Fall Break
Veterans Day
Thanksgiving Recess
Winter Break
ML King Jr. Day
President's Day
Spring Break
Spring Break Day

* No Early Release Days in 
April due to State Testing

Apr. 10

Nov. 27 - 29
Dec. 23 - Jan 3

Jan. 20
Feb. 17

Mar. 16 - 20

Feb. 14
Feb.28
Mar. 6
Mar. 13
Mar. 27Nov. 1

Nov. 8
Nov. 22

Dec. 13

                                            2019-2020 Instructional Calendar  REVISED May 2, 2019

Sept. 2
Sept. 30 - Oct. 1

Oct. 14
Nov. 11

Last Day of School
Graduation Days

    Early Release (90 min)
    PLC / PD Days

No School - Federal Holiday or Break

First Day of School
Early Release (90 min) - PLC / Prof. Development
1/2 Day Release - Parent/Teacher Conferences
1/2 Day Release - See campus web pages for release times

Aug. 23

AUGUST OCTOBER

Dec. 6

May 8
May 15

Sept. 13
Sept. 20
Sept. 27
Oct. 11
Oct. 25

Feb. 7

JULY SEPTEMBER

1st Semester
Aug. 16

JUNEMARCH

NOVEMBER

APRIL

FEBRUARY

MAY

DECEMBER JANUARY

Aug. 30

2nd Semester
Jan. 10
Jan. 17

    No school - Federal
    Holiday or Break Days

Jan. 31

24
31

Grading Periods
1st Quarter……..…… Oct. 11, 2019 (45 )
2nd Quarter…………. Dec. 20, 2019 (45)
3rd Quarter…...………Mar. 13, 2020 (48)
4th Quarter………...…May 21, 2020 (43)

Teacher Contract Days…….186
Student Contact Days………181

40th Day…….. Oct. 4, 2019
100th Day…… Jan. 17, 2020

Graduation Dates 
May 18 (Monday) BC=2 pm, MR=4:30 pm, BG=7 pm 
(BC, MR and BG will have early release on May 18)
May 19 (Tuesday) SD=2 pm, DV=4:30 pm
(SD and DV will have early release on May 19)

Student last day - May 21
Teachers last day - May 22

1st semester =  90 days
2nd semester = 91 days


