Our text today is set in a chiastic structure again.  SLIDE

This step up 


and then step down 



is meant to help the hearer who did not have the words before them 




hear the text well.  

Last week 


we covered the first and last steps 



with the visions of what the redeemed do differently.  

14:1-5 and 15:1-4 examined these traits 


and then concluded with a new song 


and the Song of Moses and of the Lamb respectively.  

Our passage today takes the next steps 


in three angels announcing  what will happen, 



culminating with the Son of Man reaping, 


followed by the three angels reaping what they had announced. 

 If things get a little too dark for you, 


remember the good news that book ends these announcements.  

Also remember, 


things are not as they seem.  

We tend to hear the announcements 


and the carrying out of the proclamations 



as bad things.  

When heard from the proper perspective, 


they are good news, 

but we will have to do some harder work 


to hear them this way.  

If we do this work, 


we can hear that while evil is wreaking havoc across our planet, 

God is also at work.  SLIDE

“The gospel is being announced through the world; 


seeds of the Kingdom of God are being sown, 

and very soon, 


Jesus will reap the gospel harvest.”

We are first told that an angel 

or messenger 


had the eternal gospel to proclaim to everyone.   SLIDE
That fits right in with our calling from the great commission. 


So a quick question is,  SLIDE


are the angels spiritual beings spreading the eternal gospel 



or the is the church supposed to be a messenger doing this?  

The answer is, “Yes.”  

While Angelos means messenger in Greek, 


it is easy to see from this 


and other scripture texts, 



that the Bible 



and the church believe 




angels are real.  

John seems to like using words 


that always have a broader 


rather than narrower meaning.  

So we are safe to assume 


he is leavening it open for the church 



to also be messengers 



or angelos of the eternal gospel.

For those of you who know the gospel well, 


you might be questioning the version John received.   SLIDE
We hear that everyone is to receive the message, 


just like everyone is going to hear of the beast's message.  

So we are back to the question of last week, 


“Who are you going to serve, 


worship, and follow?”  

We will receive both messages, 


we need to decide which one to follow.  

Does verse 7 


sound like what you accepted 



when you welcomed Jesus into your heart?  SLIDE

“Fear God 


and give him glory, 



because the hour of his judgment has come. 


“Worship him who made the heavens, 



the earth, 



the sea 



and the springs of water.”  

In a world that is struggling to know what a human being is 


and what they are to do, 



this is great news!  

We can't become beings with a relationship to the creator of all that is, 


until we fear him, 


give him glory, 


and worship him.

A person who knows their gospel well 


would also respond back, 



“This sounds like I have to earn my salvation.  




Isn't the gospel what Jesus has done?”  

But John is calling us to respond 


or do the therefore, 

because John uses a different phrase than SLIDE

the good news 


or gospel 



to proclaim that Jesus came, 



died, 



and was raised to new life.  

We are respond, 


because “the hour has come.”  

While we could hear that as judgment, 


we are not hearing it in its fuller use in scripture.  

John's gospel is filled with Jesus saying, SLIDE

“The hour has not come” 



until he says, 


“The hour has come” 



as he heads to the cross on Palm Sunday.  

Mark opens his gospel with, 


“The time is fulfilled, 



the kingdom of God has come near.” 

“The hour of his judgment has come” 


is saying Jesus has come to earth, 


taken on the powers, 


and is now seated on his throne.  SLIDE
Just like the scene in Robin Hood 


when King Richard returns, 



Jesus is making all things right.  

Therefore, 


fear, 


give glory to, 


and worship God.

The second angel 


sounds like a newscast 


more than the gospel at first.  SLIDE
Babylon has fallen, 


letting us know why this matters, 



because she made all nations drink her immorality.  

Now YouTube videos over the years SLIDE

have changed who they think Babylon is.  



Is it the USSR, 



or China, 



or the United States, or?  

In Johns day 


it was Rome 

and he says it has fallen 


before it actually does.  

The angel speaks with certainty, 


because any system that lives apart from the living God, 



can not survive.  

Our nation is hurting 

and has been hurting for the last couple of decades.  


We keep swinging from one extreme to the next, 



pointing to what is glorifying to God in our mission, 


but focusing 


and practically working on other things 



that are not God glorifying.  

As this path is followed, 


our fall becomes certain, 



because God stands against us when we do this.  

Gerhard Krodel says, SLIDE

“The supreme threat to our own world is...



God, coming to judge the world 



and each of us in his righteousness.”  

As we continue to walk in a way apart from God, 


we are bringing God's wrath upon ourselves.  

This could sound like good news to us, 


as long as we are not included in it.  

I think we can see 


that we are included in it.  

So is it still good news?  


I think if we look at the issue of wine 



and its addictive properties, 




we can see the good news.  

Have you ever had someone so addicted 


that they could not see the damage they were doing to their lives?  

It wasn't until they reached rock bottom 


that they were willing to admit they had a problem.  SLIDE
If we are trapped within the ungodly system of our nation, 


the only way for some to hear the gospel 



will be for the system to collapse.  

There might be a reason that Christianity is strongest in Africa and South America, 


where the systems of government keep collapsing.

The third angels 


presents the gospel in an equally challenging way.  SLIDE
“If anyone worships the beast and his image 10 


he, too, will drink of the wine of God’s fury.”  

A complaint I have heard in our household recently is, 


“No one is listening to what I want.  


No one values what I want.”  

That can not be said of God.  

If we decide to worship the beast and his image, 


God hears our choice 



and honors our choice.  

We are given the crisis of choice.  


Who are we going to worship? SLIDE
Jesus spent the first half of the letter


 telling us what will happen if we worship the Lamb 

and is now telling us what will happen 


if we worship the Dragon.  

Judgement comes either way.  


But we need to hear what J. I. Packer says about judgement 



for choosing the Dragon's ways.  SLIDE
“God's wrath in the Bible 


is something which men choose for themselves.”  

He cites John 3:19 which points out, SLIDE

“This is the verdict: 



Light has come into the world, 



but men loved darkness instead of light 




because their deeds were evil.”  SLIDE
“Nobody stands under the wrath of God 


save those who have chosen to do so.”  
This is why as Saints of God, 


we need to stand faithful and endure, 

because we are half of the people 


who can show the benefits of obeying God's commandments 


and remaining faithful.  

People are making bad choices all the time, 


sometimes without realizing it.  

Who is going to show them another way?

Know that showing them another way might cost you something.  


The angels tell us as much in verse 13.  SLIDE
“Write: Blessed are the dead 



who die in the Lord from now on.” 

The dragon and its beasts 


do not welcome the message we have to share.  

That its system is unsustainable, 


will collapse upon itself, 


will produce wrath from the creator of the universe.  

You don't want to hear that about your business or family.  


Messengers of such news are probably seldom welcomed.  

The “now on” 


acknowledges that what death once was, 


it is no more, 



because of Jesus' death and resurrection.  

What we have 

and will continue to hear in the coming weeks is, SLIDE

when Babylon kills disciples of Jesus, 



some in Babylon are saved.

All this leads to the two harvests.  


We hear that the Son of Man, 



a phrase from Daniel 




describing who we now know is Jesus, 



coming to reap.  

Now when we hear the term reap, SLIDE

we tend to think of the grim reaper 



and attach a negative connotation to it.  

But in scripture, 


reaping is always used 



for what you want to keep.  
There are other words like 


separating the chaff 


or pruning for those you want to be done with.  

Reaping is a word of salvation 


and Jesus swings his sickle to harvest what is ripe 


and ready for the Kingdom.  

While the major crop of followers will be harvested at the end, 


even now, 



some are ripe for harvest.  SLIDE
Jesus tells the woman at the well, 


4 months before the time of harvest, 



“Look on the fields, 




that they are white for harvest.”  

So are some amongst us, 


being taken to Jesus now.

Now the harvest of Jesus 

and the harvest of the angel 


are either two different harvests 


or the same harvest.  

Jesus taking his people, 


the angel taking the unrepentant,



is one way to read this.  

However, SLIDE

as we look at the parallelism of the two, 



the only major difference is who is doing the harvesting.  

To keep the parallelism alive, 


Jesus uses a sickle for grapes 


instead of the standard picking by hand.  

But how are these both actions of salvation 


if my theory is going to hold? SLIDE
Outside the city 


is mostly used throughout scripture 



to describe where the Son of Man met the end of his life.  



It is at the cross 




that the Grapes of God's Wrath are pressed.  

It is Jesus' blood 


that flows out of the press 


and saves all those who are covered in his blood.  

This gory scene 


tells us that there is more than enough blood 



to cover any and all of our sins.  

The amount of blood SLIDE

covers over 180 miles to the height of a horse or 5 feet.  

Any way you look at the number 1600, 


it shows it is enough.  



40X40, 



4x4x10x10, 




they all point that there is blood enough to cover all humanities sin.
So as disciples of Jesus,


we are called to proclaim this Good News with the angels of God.

Never forgetting that our decisions have consequences

There is always a remedy for our wrong choices.

And the way that seems easy,


 is actually falling.

So as we walk these steps,


I pray that we ourselves do not fall.

14 I looked, and there before me was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was one “like a son of man” with a crown of gold on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15 Then another angel came out of the temple and called in a loud voice to him who was sitting on the cloud, “Take your sickle and reap, because the time to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 16 So he who was seated on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth was harvested. 
17 Another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 18 Still another angel, who had charge of the fire, came from the altar and called in a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, “Take your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes from the earth’s vine, because its grapes are ripe.” 19 The angel swung his sickle on the earth, gathered its grapes and threw them into the great winepress of God’s wrath. 20 They were trampled in the winepress outside the city, and blood flowed out of the press, rising as high as the horses’ bridles for a distance of 1,600 stadia.
