Aim: How did the U.S become the dominant power in the Caribbean and Latin America?


I. The Monroe Doctrine and the Roosevelt Corollary
· Monroe Doctrine warned foreign powers to stay out of the West 

· President Teddy Roosevelt reinforced the Doctrine

· Roosevelt Corollary: Authorizes U.S. intervention in the affairs of neighboring American countries in order to counter threats posed to U.S. security 

II. The New American Foreign Policies
· Theodore Roosevelt’s motto: “Speak softly and carry a big stick” 

· The U.S would use peaceful methods to protect its interests but it would use military force if necessary

· Known as Big Stick Diplomacy

· President Taft used “dollar diplomacy” 

· maintain orderly societies by increasing American investment 

· President Wilson used moral diplomacy 

· conducting foreign affairs in terms of judgments about right and wrong

III. The Panama Canal
· a canal across Central America would reduce travel time 

· Panama rebelled against Colombia

· November 3, 1903 Panama declared its independence

· Panama and the US signed a treaty 

· the US paid Panama $10 million plus an annual rent of $250,000 

IV. Protecting the Canal
· The United States fortified the Canal Zone 

· 1960’s Panamanians wanted the U.S out of the Canal Zone

· The U.S would give up control to Panama by the year 2000

