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January
2017

“ Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.” Isaiah 60:1

It is not over,
this birthing.
There are always new skies
Into which
God can throw stars.
When we begin to think
that we can predict the
Advent of God,
that we can box the Christ
in a stable in Bethlehem,
that’s just the time
that God will be born
in a place we can’t image
and won’t believe.
Those who wait for God
watch with their hearts
and not their eyes,
listening
always listening
for angel words.
(Ann Weems)

Allowing Christ to be born in us is never finished. It is a process repeated over and over again. As
long as we are receptive to God’s refreshing word speaking into our lives – watching with our
hearts and not our eyes – new birth happens. We grow closer to becoming the people God made
us to be. The Apostle Paul described it as an old life fading into the past and a new life emerging.
Each New Year is a reminder that we are entering a place of new beginnings - for ourselves, for
our church, for our world. We are especially glad to be stepping into this New Year with our
visioning process underway, aware that there are always new skies into which God can throw
stars. And so we continue in a posture of waiting, watching, and wondering where God might be
shining a light for us. We listen, paying close attention so that we may discern how God’s voice is
speaking to us, bringing renewed vitality for life into us in a New Year. After 140 years, we are not
old, but forever young as we allow God to bring new hopes and dreams to birth in and through
us. No, it is not over, this birthing. And we are excited to see the gift God will deliver through this
process.

Visioning Process: The Next Song in
the Dance

FAMILY OF FAITH

As we look forward to a new year, we invite you to
take a moment to ponder a vision that may be
emerging for our next 140 years of First
Presbyterian Church of Snohomish. What will be
the next chapter in our life together? What will be
the next song in the dance as we continue our
ministry and mission in the coming years? To help
the visioning team start this conversation, you’ve
been asked to prayerfully reflect on what visions,
hopes and dreams you believe God may have for
our church in the near-term and long-term future.
Many of you submitted responses during worship,
Dec. 18. After the holidays, the visioning team will
begin sorting through your input, looking for
common threads. Our next step is to assemble
focus groups to explore God’s vision for us more
in depth. We also invite you to talk with community members about what makes a church an
asset to the community/world and ways a church
could help them or their organization in the
coming year. This information will also be valuable
input as we discern a common vision for our
congregation. The questions for you to reflect on
are below. There is also a way for you to report
your conversation with a friend on the website. If
you wish to give other input to the visioning team,
there is a place to do so on our website:
www.snopres.org. Scroll down the right hand
menu list to the tab marked “visioning.”
Questions for you to reflect upon:
 When have you felt most plugged in and
turned on at church?
 What do you think is unique about our church?
 Share the visions, hopes, and dreams you believe God may have for the future of our
church.
Questions to ask a friend who doesn’t worship
with us:
 When has a church been in tune with and
supportive of your needs?
 What makes a church an asset to the
community?
 In what ways could a church help you/your
organization in the coming year?
 Has FPCS been an asset to our community in
any way?
You can report back to us by email at
vision@snopres.org or at www.snopres.org (select
“visioning” at the bottom of the menu.)
Those on the vision team are: Jon Boerger, Polly
Fox, Curt Johnson, Jim Kassebaum, Pastors Ann
and Charlie Lewis, Pat Sanvik, and Sara Seiber.

Wednesday Morning Class: Jan. 11
Exodus: The Birth of a Mosaic People

We begin a series on the book of Exodus on Jan.
11 with the watershed event in the history of God’s
people. How does our own faith journey parallel
the liberation, the wilderness wandering and
waiting for an arrival in our own promised land? We
meet each Wednesday at 10 AM.

First's Families Pot Luck Gatherings!

Come fellowship with us on Jan. 21 from 10 AM - 1
PM at the home of Jeff and Hillary Lamb. Potluck
lunch. We will make no-sew baby blankets for Project Linus. We can also use donations of fabric for
this project. Fleece or other like fabrics, approximately 1.5 yards. If you have fabric scissors that
would also be helpful. Any ages or experiences
welcome! Questions? Contact Hillary Starr Lamb,
360-453-7536
Can't make that? Come to TJ and Sara Seiber’s
home on February 11, at 4:30 PM to make
Valentines! Potluck dinner.

More than a New Member Class:
Building Christian Community and
Mentoring Others in Faith
“The Way” is both a process of spiritual formation
and the means by which we welcome newcomers
into this community of faith. The Way is simple in
its format, yet deep in its significance. Persons
who are interested in exploring what it might mean
to be a part of the Christian community at First
Presbyterian Church, are invited to come to the
church on Sunday Evenings from 5-7 PM through
the winter months. Each week, we will enjoy a
lovingly prepared meal, then separate into small
groups for reflection upon a Bible reading from the
morning’s worship—and to pray for one another.
Each small group is facilitated by an appointed
leader, who guides the group through reflection,
honest conversation, and
prayer. Persons who
are new to our community of faith are paired with a
longer term member who serves as a friend and
companion along the way.
All persons new to our community are invited to
join us. We look forward to seeing how God will
move in our midst as we engage in building
community through study and prayer.
If you are interested in being a part of this
experience, and want specific dates and other
details, please contact Pastor Ann or Pastor Charlie as soon as possible at ann@snopres.org or
charlie@snopres.org

The annual meeting of our congregation is
scheduled for Jan. 29, immediately after worship.
The purpose of the annual meeting is to hear
reports of our councils, committees, deacons,
Stephen Ministers staff and treasurer. We will
receive the budget approved by the session and
vote upon pastoral compensation package. While
there will not be the well loved Chili Cook-Off this
year, due to the construction project, our
Fellowship Council is considering having an event
after the expanded Lakeview Room is completed.

January 29 Cynthia is coming!

Cynthia Sundman is returning to Snohomish for the
Christmas season and will be with us Sunday
morning, January 29 to share her experiences
during the education hour starting at 9 AM. Having
been tutored, commissioned and now supported by
this church, Cynthia trains leaders in Peru, and
lately, around the world. She will share her
observations and experiences about the power of
discipleship. Come, ready for inspiration.

Adult Education Schedule Change

Please note that Sunday morning adult education
classes will not begin in the new year until
January 29 when we welcome Cynthia Sundman to
share or her experiences in South America.

Guatemala Mission Trip,
June 29 – July 9, 2017
On June 29, eleven youth and eight adults will be
leaving on an intergenerational mission trip to the
Guatemalan highlands of Barillas. There, in the
village of San Ramon Grande, the need for
healthier cooking is great as 128 families are still
cooking on open fires within their homes. We will
be installing Aller stoves, to greatly improve air
quality in homes, and reduce respiratory ailments
as well as the cost of essential fire wood, and
deforestation. To raise funds, we will have an
auction Sat., March 11, sell stock certificates, and
more. Please, support our youth and our stove
project. Our youth are excited to be joining
together with adults in our congregation and look
forward to serving and helping families toward
better health, safety and nutrition. Questions about
the trip or how you can help? Feel free to contact
Curtis White
425-422-7001
or
Ursula
Gallagher 425-308-4601.

Guatemala Stove Fundraiser Auction
Donation Forms
Please fill out the donation form (last page) as
soon as possible and turn it into the office or the
offering plate. Forms need to be returned no later
than Feb. 19 and auction items by Feb. 26 for our
March 11, 2017 auction event.

2016 Alternative Gift Market and You:
Transformative Generosity
“I needed clothes and you clothed
me, I was sick and you looked after
me, I was in prison and you came to
visit me.” Matthew 25:36
It is amazing that jars of soup and pancake mix,
cookies, coffee, eggnog tarts, used Christmas décor,
olive oil, simple cards of children’s paintings, craft
items, hot pads, and a table full of furry cute animal
toys can be transformed… into mattresses for those
with no bed, sustainable earnings for Palestinian
olive growers and talented artisans around the world,
ownership of animals to sustain life through better
food and enterprise, quilts for those in difficult times,
employment and new life for those incarcerated by
violence or addiction in Skagit, scholarships for youth
to participate in the upcoming mission trip, AND seed
money for 10 stoves to improve lives in rural
Guatemala – this is the mystery and transformative
nature of the annual Alternative Gift Market. None of
this would be possible without the generosity of our
congregation – thank you for donating to and
shopping for gifts that give twice at the AGM!
Although this year’s AGM was small (due to reduced
space in the Fellowship Hall, it was a great success,
bringing in $9052.65 for 10 ministries. See below:

Canaan Free Trade Oil - $1500

Everett Gospel Mission - $653.50

Hands for Peacemaking Cards (stoves) - $165

Heifer International - $805

Hotpads for Prayers and Squares - $413

Pilgrims of Ibillin (Soap) - $85

Second Hand Christmas (youth scholarships for
Mission trip) - $367

SERRV - $1066.15

Silvernale Pottery (youth scholarships for Mission
trip) - $616

Stoves for Guatemala - $2152

Underground Coffee (Tierra Nueva) - $872

Women’s Ministries - $492
Total earned for Mission Trip Youth Scholarships:
$983
Total earned for stoves: $2,152 (enough for 10
stoves - that is a fantastic start!)
Thanks to all for your support of the 2016 Alternative
Gift Market. We look forward to a bigger than ever
market next year in the new expanded Lakeview
Room!
AGM Committee: Ursula Gallagher, Marcia Otteson,
Pat Sanvik, Carrie Trimble
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Annual Congregational Mtg. Jan. 29

Welcome New Church Officers

With grateful hearts we welcome the new leaders of
our church who will serve on session and deacons
beginning January 2016. They are:
Elders: Jean Hunter (Fellowship), Mark Johnson
(Nurture), and Phil Prins (Mission)
Deacons: Kris Jordan, Lois LaBarge, Bill LaBarge,
Marcia Otteson
Endowment Board: Harold Johnston and Ben
Magnuson
Nominating Committee: Al Atregenio, Daniel
Chauvin, and Thomas Solatka
Our newly elected elders and deacons had a
training and orientation on December 10 and will be
ordained and installed on January 8 in worship.
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Thanks to officers completing terms:
With deep appreciation for the energy, love and
faithful service to our church and community, we
thank the following people for their commitment and
ministry as an elder, deacon, or endowment
member:
Elders: Dede Babcock, Marge Bryan, Lloyd
Erickson and Curt Johnson
Deacons: Jessamine Anderson, Cris Kennedy,
Karolyn McDaniel, Curtis Green
Endowment: Don Bailey, Lloyd Erickson, & Dennis
Wick

Thanks to decorators of sanctuary
for Christmas – Fellowship Council members
and spouses—Myrna and Bill Lucas, Steve and
Susan Matuschak, Jan and Bill Gavin, Paula and
Lloyd Erickson, Sidney Moser, Marge Bryan,
Audrey Kellerman, Anne Sterley, Jean Hunter, and
Joann Payton.
And thanks to Rich and Louise Guthrie for again
providing the Christmas tree.

Cold Weather Shelter

The Snohomish Cold Weather Shelter has been
open 12 days since early November. It has served
an average of 6 guests each night, but there have
been several nights with as many as 11.
The
forecast trigger for being open is 34 degrees. The
shelter will, therefore, be open any night it will be at
freezing or below. The goal is to protect those in
need from dangerous cold weather. The current
needs of SCWS include hand warmers, packets of
instant oatmeal, cup-a-soup, hot chocolate, and
donation of funds. Funds are particularly needed to
keep going through the months of January and
February. Our deacons support this ministry which
is located at the Snohomish Evangelical Free
Church, 210 Avenue B.

Lakeview Room Expansion Project
If you’ve had a chance to look recently at the
Lake View Room, you can see the clear progress
being made. We celebrate that the doors and
windows are now in place, the wiring (including
for built in speakers) is near completion, and the
former outside wall has been removed opening
up the space to reveal the full 2400 square foot
room. The siding is expected to begin soon, followed by the insulation and the sheet rocking.
Our project manager, Steve Matuschak, reported
that we did have a small set back when a 2 inch
main water line for the church was accidently
cut. But the irony is that the mistake actually
ended up helping in the long run, because it
caused an additional trench to be dug which our
electricians needed. All things work for
good. There is no date set yet for completion of
the project, though good strides are being made
each week. We continue to express our thanks
to the anonymous donor and to Steve for the tremendous gift our expanded Lakeview room will
be in supporting the ministry of our congregation
and serving the larger community.

Mobile Medical Clinic: Volunteer
Drivers Needed
The free Mobile Medical Clinic supported by our
congregation and nine other local churches has
been operating in Snohomish for five years.
We’re grateful for this service to the more vulnerable in our community, made possible in part due
to the $1200 annual gift given by our deacons
and the monthly commitment to the patients by
church members: Dr. George Vasil, Nurse
Practioner Lori Prins, new R.N. volunteer,
Jennifer Groenewegen, and steering committee
moderator, Charlie Lewis.
The clinic is seeking drivers with a Commercial
Driver’s License (CDL). If you know of anyone
with a CDL who may have time to drive one
Thursday a month (2 PM – 10 PM), please let
Pastor Charlie know.
The current driver is
unable to continue after December, leaving the
clinic without a driver beginning as of Jan 1.. If
you know someone who could benefit from free
medical service, the phone number to call for appointments is: (206) 363-4105. There is also dental care and counseling offered at Community Life
Center (19820 Scriber Lake Road) in Lynnwood at
a greatly reduced rate.

Our church is the recipient of an anonymous
donor’s exceptionally generous gift of $98,000 this
past year. The donor allowed the session to use
the funds as they discerned was best. The
session has approved the use of the first 10% or
$9,800 to be used for mission and gave the
mission council the authority to determine the best
use of those funds. The mission council has
approved designating these funds to the following:
Mercy Hospital in Kabul where Dr. Jon Bishop has
been serving, Syria Refugee Settlement Project,
and Presbyterian World Mission, and potentially
others. The remaining $88,200 not delegated to
the mission council will be retained in a reserve
account until a future use is determined by the
session. We express our deepest thanks again to
the donor.

Got Used Medical Equipment?

Snohomish Evangelical Free Church (210 Ave B)
has a program where you can donate your used
medical equipment, such as; wheelchairs;
bedside commodes; walkers; bathtub chairs and the
like and they will offer the equipment from their
“Med Shed” for free to those who need it. If you’re
in need of free medical equipment, call 425-2388482 or 360-420-4464 or check out their inventory
list at http://snohomishefc.com.

Heartwarming Expression of Thanks
from a Community Kitchen Patron
This week my wife was out of town on business.
We are new to the area and I was alone and
depressed. So I went to the Episcopal church in
Snohomish where some people from your church
were serving dinner. A few youth were helping.
One had a YL “Young Life” insignia on his shirt. A
lady, Rita, was playing the piano, Christmas
Carols. Across from me a small child with her
grandma, I think. Two chairs down from me was a
lady “Tori.” Tori started to sing to the little girl, who
was about two years old. Tried to join Tori singing,
but did not know all the words. But it was fun in my
imperfect way. After I left and went home, I
realized how the sadness and depression had left
and joy had come into my heart.
I would like to thank your church for food and
especially the lift in my heart, I am sure that those
who serve will have jewels in their crown. But it
would be remiss of me to not thank those who help
in this effort.
May God Bless all those.
Thank you
Tim

An Invitation to Daily Prayer in 2017

Prayer helps us stay connected both to our Lord and
to one another.
You are encouraged to make
prayer a priority in this New Year. Here’s a guide to
prayer each week…
Monday – Please pray for our visioning process as
we seek to be mobilized in ministry by a common
vision that captures our minds and hearts.
Tuesday – Please pray for our ministry of hospitality
as we welcome multiple groups from our community
as well as from our church family who use our facility. This provides an avenue through which others
come into contact with our church and serves as a
witness of our church’s strong community outreach.
Wednesday – Please pray for our potential new
members and those who may be looking for a
church home - that they might find at FPCS a community through which support and meaningful
growth and service is found.
Thursday—Please pray for our youth and children’s
ministry through youth group, children’s church,
Godly Play and Kaleidoscope Community Night.
Welcoming new families through these ministries are
important to the life and vitality of our church.
Friday –Please pray that we may be good stewards
of God’s gifts and resources, providing for future
building needs and supporting local and global
mission causes of our church, like Cynthia
Sundman, Tall Timber, community kitchen, the
medical clinic and global mission of the PCUSA.
Saturday – Please pray for our college students as
they prepare for a vocation that matches their deep
passion with one of the worlds great needs. Pray as
well for our teachers, administrators, staff and
students in Snohomish, Lake Stevens, Monroe,
Everett, and other school districts.
Sunday – Please pray that each of us might be
brought closer to God in Christ through worship,
nurtured through our church’s fellowship, and led out
to serve with energy, intelligence, imagination, and
love.
All of these prayers serve to build up the ministry of
FPCS and our larger community. They reflect our
Lord’s life as he dedicated himself to pray for the
church (John 17) and echo the Apostle Paul’s words
to “never cease giving thanks for our partnership in
the gospel…and praying for one another.” Thank
you for making prayer a priority in 2017!

COMPELLED TO SERVE

Mission Council Decides on Use
of 10% of $98,000 Gift to Church

Bailey 70th Anniversary Party

Cliff and Rosemary Bailey are throwing a party to
celebrate their 70th Wedding Anniversary, and all are
invited to attend! It will be a lunch event on Sunday,
January 15 at 1 PM in Snohomish. For more details,
location, and to RSVP, contact their granddaughter
Elizabeth
at
425-530-1367
or
lizzybailey
@hotmail.com. Please RSVP by Dec 28.

Women's Ministry Book Club
Family & Mission Retreat:
February 24-26 at Tall Timber

Whoopee! Yahoo! Oh Yes! We are looking
forward to another winter wonderland retreat in the
snow at Tall Timber. Everyone is invited from
young to old, particularly families with children and
our youth and adults going on the Guatemala
mission trip. Please mark your calendar for Feb. 24
-26. Watch for more details in the Sunday bulletin
and February’s Light.

Winter Clothing Collection
for the YWCA Working Women’s
Wardrobe Program:
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Thanks to Those Who Have Contributed!
Throughout the year, we collect donations of
semi-professional, modern clothing to give to this
Everett program which assists women in dressing
for success as they seek employment. Clothing sets
are offered to women on a seasonal basis. We take
dresses, skirts, blouses, pants, jackets, coats; also
accessories – shoes, scarves, umbrellas & purses.
Large sizes are needed! No jeans or tennis shoes.
Please clean clothing first and place on hangers to
preserve shape. Donations may be hung on the
cloak rack in the reception area, marked for YWCA.
Questions? Call Pat Sanvik, 425 760-9540.

Hats, Scarves and Gloves

With the chillier weather upon us let’s be sure to
remember those less fortunate than ourselves.
Once again we are collecting warm hats, gloves and
scarves for local charities. Please place items in the
box in the narthex. Your gifts are appreciated.

Our next book selection is Bread and Wine by
Shauna Niequist, a book of essays called "a love letter to life around the table with recipes." We will meet
at the home of Karolyn McDaniel (12406 88TH ST
SE in Snohomish) at 12 noon for our salad luncheon
on Wed., Jan.11. Our reviewer is Connie Ford. If
you have questions please call me at 360-568-6836
or email me at connieann230@gmail.com. New
booklovers are always welcome!

“Need a Hand, Lend a Hand”
Bulletin Board in the foyer
Do you garden, like to build things, have a truck, or
another skill you wouldn't mind sharing? Please
consider putting your name on the “Lend a Hand”
board out in the foyer. Do you need a hand with
some yard work, moving, hauling, gardening or some
other chore? Please put your name and your need
on the “Need a Hand” list in the foyer. We will reach
out and match volunteers with needs in the
congregation – thank you for your consideration.

Care Notes in Narthex

Do you want to offer a friend or family member or
yourself a word of encouragement? Give comfort?
Extend compassion? Lift a spirit?
There are Care Notes in the narthex provided by our
Stephen Ministers and Deacons, which address
many life issues such as loss, disappointment, anxiety, pain, suffering, frustration, depression, hospitalization, illness, cancer, etc.
Take one for yourself and take heart! Give one to
someone else and give hope!

Sermons Available to Share
CD’s of the previous weeks’ services are available in
the narthex as are sermon manuscripts should
anyone wish to take one for themselves or
someone else. A huge a thank you to Lex Lane for his
work in making the CD’s available.

“We Belong to Each Other”

Jr. High Youth Group: Wednesday 5:30-8:00 PM
Sr. High Youth Group: Sunday 1:30-3:30 PM
Youth Bible Study: Sunday 9:00-10:00 AM
Youth Study Group for Homework Help:
Tuesday 4:00-5:30 PM;
Thursday 4:00-5:30 PM

Several on the Mission Council maintain contact with
Margaret and Moses via email. With each response,
Moses encourages our hearts in faith with his stories
and spiritual insights. This letter is the most recent from
Pastor Moses to us.

Youth MLK Exchange

Our youth group will be partnering with Calvin
Presbyterian Church in an exciting overnight
program. We will be spending the night at Calvin
Pres. and then the next day going out into the
community to do a service project in honor of MLK
day and the man that day celebrates. We will meet
at SnoPres at 4 PM on Jan. 15 and will be back
home around 4 PM on Jan. 16.

Holiday Bunco Party Rescheduled for
Jan. 6

Due to the inclement weather and concerns for safe
travels, the Bunco party scheduled for December
was rescheduled for Friday, Jan. 6.
We will be celebrating Christmas and New
Year’s. Please bring a wrapped ornament/ holiday
item for our exchange game. All are invited to
attend - not just those who were planning on coming
in December.
We look forward to this celebration of the holidays!!
So, reset your calendars for Jan. 6, 6:30 PM at the
Mueller’s home.

Thank You

We feel so blessed by all the love, care, food, prayers and visits we’ve received from our church family.
We are so deeply touched by your love and care for
us.
David & Shireen Pesznecker

Kaleidoscope Academy Updates
We have three new staff members: Rocci Medawar
and Michael Groome both serve in music ministry at
Bridge City Church in Mill Creek.
Rocci just
completed a degree at Northwest Univ. in worship
music and sound engineering and teaches guitar
and voice for Kaleidoscope Academy. Michael
Groome is a drummer and offers private drum set
lessons. The most recent addition to our staff is
Melissa Fankhauser, who has studied at Cornish
School of the Arts and is a Pacific Lutheran University graduate. Melissa will teach piano, guitar,
voice, and will offer group music classes for children. Visit www.kaleidoscope123.org to learn more!

by Rev. Moses Tanni

It is a very hot and sunny day. There is dust everywhere. We feel very excited when you mentioned
that all is well with you and the church is going
strong. While you count that we were a blessing to
the church, we equally count on how you are a
blessing to us in Cameroon. I cited the church
during my presentation in the Cameroon Baptist
Theological Seminary where I was invited to talk
for a week on “I Am the Vine.” The book we studied in the church on the “I am” series was helpful in
my presentations. You are equally a blessing to
the pastors in training in Cameroon through me.
You mentioned the Sundmans and our reflection
about them was centered on the crosses he donated to us. They are on the wall in our sitting room
by the side of the quilt that you wrote prayers on.
Please let me tell you a story which fits on who you
are to world mission:
Dr. Wilfred Grenfell was a medical missionary to
Labrador. He called on a woman who suffered
from the tuberculosis of the ankle and it was
necessary to amputate her leg. A short time later
the great doctor made a brief lecture tour of the
United States. While speaking in a congregational
church, he asked if anyone knew of a person who
might donate an artificial leg to a needy Labrador
woman. At the close of the meeting, a Methodist
woman told the doctor that her husband, a Presbyterian, had died and left a wooden leg in good condition. Dr. Grenfell accepted the gift of the leg and
later fitted it to the native of Labrador. He said
“When I, an Episcopalian, took that Presbyterian
leg given to me by a Methodist in a Congregational
church back to Labrador, it fitted my Roman Catholic friend, and she could walk.” Isn’t that the medical mobile clinic? Isn’t that Cynthia in Guatamala?
Isn’t that Moses and Margaret in Cameroon?
I conclude that the church mission belongs to each
other. We belong to each other; all men everywhere do. What we possess in way of goods and
compassion and grace fits someone’s needs. The
healing of the world’s social economic and spiritual
ailments rests upon our recognition of this truth
that we who belong to the same God and belong
to one another. The Snohomish First Presbyterian
church is a living example of the above.
God be the glory!!!
Rev. Moses Tanni
1995 Missionary in Residence at FPCS from Cameroon
2014 Missionary in Residence at FPCS
from Cameroon, with his wife, Margaret
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Weekly Youth Programs

January 2017
Sun

1

7:00 Men’s Group
10:30 Worship

Mon

2

Tue

3

9:30 Quilters
Office Closed
Happy New Year 4:00 Study Group
6:45 NA Support
Group
7:00 Nar-Anon

Wed

4

5:30 Jr. High
Youth
7:00 Choir

Thu

Fri

Sat

5

6

7

4:00 Study Group
4:30 Community
Kitchen
5:00 Medical Clinic
5:30 Girl Scouts
6:30 AA Support
7:00 Bell
Rehearsal
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Pastors Charlie and Ann on vacation.

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

12:30 Fellowship
6:30 Operations
7:00 Mission

9:30 Quilters
4:00 Study Group
4:00 Nurture
6:45 NA Support
Group
7:00 Nar-Anon

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

7:00 Men’s Group
10:30 Worship ~
Ordination of New
Elders & Deacons
Noon Personnel
1:30 Sr. High
Youth

7:00 Men’s Group
10:30 Worship
1:30 Sr. High
Youth

7:00 Men’s Group
10:30 Worship
1:30 Sr. High
Youth

7:00 Men’s Group
8:45 Breakfast
9:00 Adult Ed
10:30 Worship
11:45 Congregational meeting
1:30 Sr. High
Youth

4:30 Girl Scouts
6:30 Session

MLK Day
Office Closed

4:30 Girl Scouts

4:30 Girl Scouts

9:30 Quilters
11:45 SAHG
4:00 Study Group
6:30 Deacons
6:45 NA Support
Group
7:00 Nar-Anon

9:30 Quilters
4:00 Study Group
6:45 NA Support
Group
7:00 Nar-Anon

9:30 Quilters
4:00 Study Group
6:45 NA Support
Group
7:00 Nar-Anon

10:00 Bible Study
5:30 Jr. High
Youth
7:00 Choir

10:00 Bible Study
5:30 Jr. High
Youth
7:00 Choir

10:00 Bible Study
5:30 Jr. High
Youth
7:00 Choir

4:00 Study Group
5:00 Medical Clinic
6:30 AA Support
7:00 Bell
Rehearsal

12:30 Stephen
Ministry
4:00 Study Group
5:30 Girl Scouts
6:30 AA Support
7:00 Bell
Rehearsal

4:00 Study Group
6:30 AA Support
7:00 Bell
Rehearsal

6:00 NA Couples

Church Family Members
 Karolyn McDaniel and family in the loss of her mother.
 Winny Chow and Jessica Wong and family in the passing of
Winny’s father, Jessica’s grandfather.
 Ona Kassebaum recovering from major back surgery.
 Shireen and David Pesznecker
 Lloyd Erickson
 Seminary Students: Bill Whitney,
Jessica Wong & Andrew Lewis
 Those under care of the presbytery for ordination: Curtis
White and H.T. Lee
Ongoing Prayer Support
 Our country for wisdom and guidance - bringing healing and
hope
 Our church and its leaders as we begin work on discerning
our vision
 Cynthia Sundman ~ missionary in Peru.
 Syria, Sudan, and other traumatized countries

Friends/relatives of congregation
 Tom Neil, Mary Beth’s dad, in hospital.
 Lori Richter, mother of Bob Richter, suffered a stroke.
 Howard Lewis, treatment for brain cancer
 Ray Jarris, brother of Nancy Anderson, cancer treatment.
 Marge Bryan’s sister Beth and brother-in law, David, just
diagnosed with Alzheimers. Prayers for a care-giver
 Cliff Lattish and son, Steven, as they seek balance in coping
with autism.
 Pat Fuller, cousin of Rita Stoess, cancer
 Cale Bullard, 6 year old son of Marj Njaa’s friend, suffered a
stroke.
 Merle, Carmen Marcel’s mom, recovery from injuries.
 Marsha Gustafson - sister-in-law of Joe Johnson, for cancer.
 Michael Baker, son-in-law of the Paytons.
 Bruce Groenewegen’s mother, Catherine.
 Beth McDaniel - daughter of Bob and Karolyn with cancer.

Homebound
Anna Belle Bolduc, Don Farrell, Betty
Fellows, Gary Gloe, Sue Miya, & Shireen Pesznecker, Emma
Pumala, Jan Richardson, GeeGee Spada

Electronic Giving Made Easy!!!
This can also be called, "Giving without the hassle!"
Once set up, everything is automatic and worry free. I
know this because this is the way I give!!!! And CCB
(Church Community Builder) is the perfect means to
give electronically.
The 10 easy steps to follow in CCB to give
electronically are:
1. Log in at snopres.ccbchurch.com
2. On the left side of the screen under “Menu”, click
on “Give”.
3. Click on “Repeating Gift”.
4. Click on "Choose Designation.
5. Fill in the “Gift Amount”.
6. Fill in the block for “Choose Frequency”
7. Fill in the block for “Starting Date".
8. Click on the circle in front of
“I
change this repeating gift”.
9. Click on the circle in front of either “Checking
Account” or “Credit Card”. Additional information
requests will appear and you will need to fill it out
with your bank account or your credit/debit card
information.
10. Click “Continue” and a “Check Accuracy” screen
will appear. Click “Confirm” and your giving is
automatic as you specified. You can revise later,
if needed.
Now you can give hassle free!!!!
~ Jon McKenzie, Treasurer

CCB Practice Sessions on Website

If you’re new to FPCS or are just getting started
in our SnoPres online community through the
Church Community Builder Program and missed
some of the earlier practice sessions, then check
out our website for the complete list of suggested
practice sessions:
http://www.snopres.org/connect--serve.html
This is on the Connect & Serve page.

View Your Giving Statement 24 / 7
With Church Community Builder you have online
access to viewing your charitable contributions
and even non-tax deductible payments to First
Presbyterian Church any time you like. It’s super
easy:
1. Log in at snopres.ccbchurch.com
2. In the upper right hand corner, click on your
name and click on profile.
3. Click on the financial tab below your contact
info.
4. Click on “family” view tab to view total giving
for your family or “individual” to view your
personal giving. You will see your most
recent gifts.
5. To view your printable statements, click in
the
bottom right hand corner, “giving
statement” or “pledge statement”, select
quick date range of “this year” and click “Run
Report. You may print this for your records.

COMPELLED TO SERVE

Remember in Your Prayers . . .

At the Kitchen Table
HELLO Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ! This is your Treasurer sitting at the kitchen table again! I hope and pray
that all of you had a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! As I am writing this, I am thinking that this may be
the last “Kitchen Table” that I will be authoring. After four or five years of being your Church Treasurer and putting my
thoughts in front of you while we sit around the kitchen table, I am retiring from this church position. John Moss, the
Treasurer who trained me, will take over for the next year to help transition Jim Kassebaum, as Jim becomes our
Treasurer starting in 2018.
As I review my years as our Church Treasurer and the challenges that this position presents, I also see the gifts that
God has given me. My love for God has increased so much over the past years that I cannot describe what it is like.
Before I took on this job of Treasurer, I knew God’s love and I felt that he was always there guiding me. But once I
became treasurer and started working for our Church, God became a constant presence around me. He was always
helping me, showing me the way, sometimes pushing me, and sometimes holding me back. Right now my faith and
my love of God is the strongest it has ever been. And this gives me such a warm, satisfying feeling that I would like to
share it with everyone. But this isn’t something you just give to someone or share with someone. You can only show
them the direction and they need to embrace God and work for Him to get this feeling. The feeling is well worth the
effort and challenges it takes to get it.
You may ask why I am resigning as Treasurer if it gives me such satisfaction. Well, I feel that my work is done as the
Treasurer. I feel that God is calling me to do something else --- I really don’t know what, but I am sure that I will find
out soon enough. I feel that He wants me to volunteer in the church somewhere else. So I will wait and keep my faith
in God and see where it leads me. You know, that is what we all should be doing --- answering God’s call to work for
Him. His reward will be so great that we may not even be able to comprehend it. So, be a Deacon, be and Elder, work
with the Deacons and Elders, work for God, and enjoy the Gifts that God has given to us all. And thank God for
blessing us with His love and all that He has given us.
Now for what is happening with the Total Giving for 2016. It was a lot higher than the prediction model for November
2016 but lower for December 2016. Here is the chart of our November and December 2016 giving through today.

2016 Giving Update as of Dec. 08th
Expected Giving
Actual Giving

$
$

Per Capita Received
Per Capita Budgeted from Congregation for 2016
Per Capita Paid to Presbytery for 2016

$

Nov. 2016
32,995
45,003
0

Dec. 2016
$ 13,639
$ 11,515

Jan – Dec
$ 412,942
$ 389,963

$

$ 9,161
$ 7,500
$ 12,532

0

I thank God for all the gifts we have received and pray to God that we can give the way He would want us to.
Our Church Budget – At a Glance: Our Church Budget – At a Glance: Here is our Church Budget in a very brief
format as of today (“today” being when I am writing this article). I have included the annual budget numbers for you to
use as a comparison.

Church Budget - At a Glance: January thru December 08, 2016
Item

Budget (Year To Date)

Actual

Total Annual 2016 Budget

Income
Expenses - Personnel
- Operations
- Nurture Programs
- Fellowship Programs
- Mission Programs
Total Expenses

$

490,409

$

448,906

$

527,911

$
$
$
$
$
$

310,478
133,818
10,154
4,598
31,362
490,409

$
$
$
$
$
$

255,328
141,461
6,262
2,711
33,261
439,023

$
$
$
$
$
$

334,220
144,051
10,930
4,950
33,760
527,911

Total Income minus Expenses

$

0

$

9,883

$

0

So, with that, it’s getting late and we’ve finished our coffee, mocha, and snacks, cleaned all the dishes, scrubbed the
Kitchen Table, said our Prayers, and are looking for our coats. I’ll say good night for now and to again quote the great
comedian, Red Skelton, “Good Night and May God Bless!”
M. Jon McKenzie, FPCS Treasurer

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9 AM-3:30 PM
Worship: 10:30 AM
of SNOHOMISH
We are a family of faith … Committed to Christ

… Called to community

Turn hearing aids to the
t-coil (telecoil) setting for
better sound quality.

…

Compelled to serve.

Vision Challenge: Coffee with a Friend
We each have an assignment:
get together with someone
who isn’t a part of our congregation
to ask them four questions.
(they’re inside the front cover.)
Then tell us what you heard.
You can email your responses to:
vision@snopres.org
or click on the “visioning” tab at
www.snopres.org.
We want to listen to friends
outside the church
to gain a broader perspective
on how God is calling us to
serve our community.

That’s vision.

office@snopres.org  www.snopres.org
We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation, providing care-givers to those who request it.
Counseling Centers of North
Puget Sound:
360-568-8737
John Ortmeyer, Ph.D.
Ann M. Uherek, Psy.D.
Rosa Lee Wapstra, R.N., M.S.
Mary Jo Greenway, N.C.C.,
L.M.H.C.
Co-Pastors:
Revs. Charles & Ann Lewis
Director of Youth & Children’s
Ministry:
Curtis White
:Director of Worship Arts:
Hanna Cho
Church Secretary:
Liz Hanlon
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