The Temptations?

Otis Williamms Talks Michael Jackson,

Smokey Robinson & Berry Gordy

Interview Allison Kugel

Since signing with Motown Records in 1851, tha
Temptations have gona through many incarnations in
thair fifty+years making music. From fledgling singsrs to
intamational hitmakers, The Tempiations™ are food for the
soul. With nine Grammy nominations, four Grammy wins,
and a 313 Ascording Academy Lifstima Achigwamant
Award, the Tempis bring megic to a worldwide sudisncs.
Their new alburn, All The Time, ks 2 souwlful. biend that The
Temptations ame calebrated for and covers Sam Smith's
“Sitay With Ma_" Tha Weaknd's “Eamad It,” Ed Sheeran's
*Thinking Out Loud™ snd new songs inciude "Waitin® On
our," “Ba My Wife," and “Move Them Britches”. | spoka
with Temptations' founder and |ast original meambar, Citis
Williams, to discuss the group’s first studio slbum in esght
yaars, thair tour throughout the U_3. and LK and his re-
ationships with fallow Motown stumni inciuding Michas]
Jackson, Barry Gordy and Smokay Robinson. Wiliams
is humbéed by his five-decads sUCCesE In e music in-
dustry, but not unaware of the impact he and Dand mates
have on the music, industry and popular cufture.

Alison: What shaped your dasting?

Ciis: | 'waes raised by my twio grandmothers, mothar
and fathers side. They instillad qualities | camy today. My
mthar moved us te Detroit from Texarkana and | was in
Detrodt when Bamry [Gordy] started Motown. Alignad with
great guys like David, Eddie, and Paut, Malvin, | didn’t
know we would reach such heights and enjoy this won-
derful sdweniurs.

Alison: Why the eight-year break from recording ?

Ciis: With Motown's demise, we continued to sing and
did & few slbums. but nothing of real note. At one point |
said to myself, “Maybe we should just perform.™ We ware
one of the harsest working acts in the business. | want o
Universal and | spoke with Bruce Resnikof (CED of Wni-
varsal Music Enterprisas] and he asked, “0tis, would you

racord?" | said, "Yes, we would
hove to recond!® | have to sy
that kr. Resnikofl was the
catahyst for tha Temptations
gaoing back into the studio to
racord.

Allison: In your new aibum
you cover Sam Smith, Ed
Shiearan, Michasl Jackson,
The Waaknd...

Ctis: I lowe those guys. |
n=ard the songs when our pro-
ducer Dave Dading and | wane
givan tha list and toid, “Otis,
pick what you want to
racord.” I'm a big Michasl
Jackson fan. When he was doing the video for, Remam-
bar Tha Timsa, wa sat in his trailar snd talked in batwesn
thism getting him ready to do the video. it wes mamoriss
of him and the song.

Allison: Other Motown artists you're close with?

Citis: 1 talk with Smaokey [Robinson]: ha'll ahways ba my
winnderful frisnd. | don't sae Stevia [Wonder] much, but
wia ara family. Berry was profound in his dedication what
Miotown artists should be. At the same, he was funny
as hall and like a lithe kid. | see Bamy more than | ses
Smokey. Berry is 8 great parson.

ARsion: The ineup has changed over tha yaars
what do you look for in 8 potential Tempiation to join
tha group?

CHis: | ook for the hesd and haart first. You can have
all the talent in tha world, but if you sne not A nice parson
or can't take diraction, then you negate that talent. You
MvET kMW 3 parson until you start working with tham,
and It causes cartain changes to happen. 'm an exampils
of that I've baan around somse of the most talented
peopla in the world and I'm tha Isst man standing.

Allison: What is your spiritual foundation in lifa?

Citis: Being raised by my grandpansnts, spirtuality is
ane | try to carny forth, and | thank God for the bésssings,
Dbecause show business s such a fickle business. You
can be thought of a5 one way today and then tomomos
it’s, “Who's that parson?™ | nevear losa sight of what's raal
and | try to ramsn in touch with my spirffeality. Hopefuly
people can feal that whanever I"'m around tham.

ARNison: What do you hope Tans take away from this
new album, All The Tima?

Citis: 1 think paople will say, “Wow, the Tempts did
The Weseknd's song. BEd Shaaran...” and sl of that, but
it will b= in kesping with what we have besn known for
throeughout our hisiory. Whather It cover Songs or tha
origingls we ahways want 1o put forth our bast effort as
far as being antertainers and singsrs. B

Proto: Jay Gilbart'Universal Music Enterprizas

For more Tempiations visit Allisonkugel.com. Alison i a
syndicated pop culture journalist and author of, Journal-
ing Fame: A memuoir of a §fe unhinged and on the recond.
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Got Ready, Get Sot. ..Run Minions Run!

Univarsal Studios Hollywood Launches "Running
Lnevarsal,” a Saries of Fun Runs, Kicking O with tha
Inaugural 5K Faaturing lumination’s Minions on The
Inaugural Minson Aun. The populsr “Despicanls be
Minion Mayhem” ride imitas
participants ages flve+ to wind
their way sround Universal
Studios historic back lot seen
in more than 8,000 movies and
tedavision shows. The ren gives
partizipants sn unpracedanted
insicer's view along the 3.1
mis Courss, participants are
entartained by Hollywood's
favarite charsctars.

Saturcay, May 11, 2018
Begins 6 am. finishss
7:30p.m. with 8 mamaorsbie
swards and closing cersmony.
Wisit: nEnEng universal.com
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Droamscapa lmmersive Opens at Westiiald Camtury Gity
Hiolhrwood players 215t Cantury Fox, Warnerkladsa,
viacom, Steven Spielbang and Hans Zimmar, have
opaned Dreamscaps Immersive—thair first location toa
nmuge splesh of fans. Featursd ars thres original epic VR
advantures: "Allen 2o0," “Lavan's Magic Projsctor: Tha
Lost Paarl,” and *Tne8i Deep Aescus.” axpariances
that combina the bast of axciting, emotional cinsmatic
storytalling with all the thrill of an epic amusemant park
ride —all within a totally naw YR tachnology which afows
the sudiencs to anier into and becoms part of stores
thay naver draamed possibie.
WisiT- draamecapeimmErsiva.com

ABrand New 2019 “Jurassic World Ride™
at Universal Studios

The countdown to extinction begins again—so
gat read for the Mext Generation “Jurassic World
Asde™ whers The End_.. is Just the Beginning... of
this apic sdveniure with dinosaurs crazy and hungry
in saarch of running scared Jurassic Park visitors.
Inspirad by the success of the previous JP rids,
wisitors can expact an updated sdvanture filled with
astounding special effecie and specias of dinosaurs
naver bafore sesn by humans. Stay updated on its
arrival. visit Universai3tudsosHolhwood. com




