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Historic preservation is a challenge on any level, but doing it right is a “calling”. The Museum will celebrate its 50th birthday 
on April 27th of this year and I would like to pay homage to all those that made this anniversary possible. The founders of 
this institution answered more than a call for it has been said that “many are called but few are chosen” and I would like to 
thank all those that answered the call of duty. The year that turned vision into reality was 1968. 
 
I had anticipated luring you into phase two of the Museum’s journey; however, in actuality there is really only a phase one in 
the Museum’s journey. Most assuredly, the actors change but the mission stays the same, namely, providing a window to the 
past that accurately describes the joys and sorrows of the human condition. Thanks to all of you who have dedicated time and 
energy to the noble endeavor of keeping past times visible. 
 
March 4th is the day “Women Making History” will do its annual presentation for 2018. I would invite all of you to come 
down to the Museum to be a part of this great event. It is so appropriate for Kingman to honor the women that are making 
history in our challenging twenty-first century. This is a celebration you do not want to miss! 

 
While maintenance of the Museum is always ongoing, every 
time we complete a specific project the results can be seen im-
mediately. So it is with the Roy Purcell room at the front of the 
Museum. The ceiling has been repaired and painted and it 
seems as though Roy’s mosaic murals are more alive than ever 
with rich and vibrant colors. It is amazing how much a clean 
white ceiling will accent already beautiful dioramas. 
 
I have often complimented the volunteers that work at the Mu-
seum so tirelessly, and indeed they deserve all the praise and 
more; however, even as their quality is most excellent, the 
quantity is at an all-time low. The number of volunteers fifteen 
years ago was close to 100 but now has dwindled to about for-
ty individuals. The people who give freely of their time form 
the foundation for a successful Museum. I want to thank those 
that donate their time and energy to the Museum family and I 
would also encourage all of you to come aboard and join this 
great bunch of people. I will guarantee it will be a win-win 
experience. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to bring the spirit of this great Museum into your home. 
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We’re having a good time here; there’s never a dull moment! Map encapsulation is the “big project” right now and will 
be well into the future. But research proceeds around it normally as people come to access our numerous files , photos, 
and books.   
 Not only that, but volunteers are on track in their task to update the vital statistics archives, and organize mining 
files. Our bookcases are not neglected either. I stand amazed at the wide selection of quality research material here that 
focuses on lives and times in Mohave County, Arizona, and the southwest. 
 The ultimate goal in all this busy work is to make best use of our space. Map storage, as well as mining and general 
info file cabinets will be rearranged for easier access and to gain more elbow room for meetings and presentations in this 
spacious facility. None of this is done hastily. We have carefully mapped out the preferred arrangement and it will take 
time, muscle, and cooperation to execute these physical changes in the facility. 
 As our Director has mentioned in his opening letter, we are eager to welcome new VOLUNTEERS as these short-
term projects get under way. If you have a few hours a week, drop by and meet the encapsulation team (Wed & Thu); 
see what your interests and talents could do to make this a better place…. Then come fill out a volunteer form! 

Available Online 
www.mohavemuseum.org/resources 

Or call, 928-753-3195 
 

Mohave County Historical Society, Inc.  
Invites you to participate in preserving our past and building for the future: 

 
   General Member   $30.00 

Includes member and immediate family  
Free admission to Mohave Museum,   
Route 66 Museum & Bonelli House 

 

   Supporting Member   $100.00 
Includes all General Member benefits:  

  plus no-charge research assistance from Museum staff. 
 
   Business Member   $200.00 
 
   Director’s Circle               $500.00 

Mohave Memories  
Newsletter and Museum Memberships 

In photos below: Volunteers Mickey and Gary Chase, Jim Hartman and Dale Covey (no photo) have the pro-
ject well in hand so far while encapsulated maps await their new housing in flat files soon to be assembled. 

From the Library 

Normal workflow continues 
during this project; Julie 

Thompson (on left) proofs the 
latest issue of Mohave Memories 

to make ready for the printer. 
Luci Pewsey works on vital sta-
tistics files and Katie Kintner 

helps to organize filing systems 
(no photos). 
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The Great Invasion of Mohave County came in the summer of nineteen-fifty-four. They came from California and they 
brought movie stars, technicians, directors, and all manner of cameras and equipment. You name and they brought it. 
The town of Oatman was their main objective but they used Kingman as their base of operations. 

 

Universal-International Films of Hollywood, CA, decided to make a 
movie in Mohave County called “Foxfire.” It’s a tale of a mining engi-
neer who comes home to Arizona to seek his fortune by revitalizing an 
old, overworked gold mine, and ends up marrying a New York social-
ite whose auto just happened to break down outside of town. The two 
of them got together, loved, fought, made up, etcetera. In the end, the 
old mine yielded a bonanza of long lost gold and all was well. 
 

The stars of the film were Jeff Chandler and Jane Russell, two Holly-
wood box-office heavyweights of the late 1940’s and early 1950’s. My 
family and I motored out on a very hot August evening to watch some 
of the scenes being filmed at the old Mission Bar in downtown Oat-
man. It was great publicity for Mohave County to be hosting such a 
venue but I got bored because it just wasn’t my genre of movie. 
 

My idea of a good movie in nineteen fifty-four involved cattle, cow-
boys, gunfire, and not too many songs or prolonged love scenes. I was 
a fan of the likes of Gene Autry, Roy Rogers, and Hopalong Cassidy. 
 

We had a beautiful, state-of-the-art movie theater in Kingman called 
the State Theater. I spent every Saturday I possibly could there, watch-
ing the old cowboy flicks and other adventures. My friends and I 
would sit in the first row of seats and watch the picture show until we 
developed headaches. The State Theater building was situated on the 
northeast corner of Beale and Fourth Streets. It opened around 1938 to 
replace a small bank building that had been on that choice piece of real 
estate since 1912. As Kingman’s theater, “the State” replaced Lang’s 
Theater which had occupied part of the Lovin Building on the corner 
of Front (now Andy Devine Ave.) and Fourth Streets since 1917. 
 

As a youngster, my father lived on the south side of Third Street across 
the Santa Fe tracks, and he remembered the picture shows at Lang’s in 
the early1930’s. Most of the Saturday matinees presented in those days 
were cowboy dramas starring “Hoot” Gibson or Ken Maynard, and the 
films were projected onto the back wall of the movie house. No fancy 
silver screens in those days! 

 

Ira Rawlings was the manager at the State Theater for a long time, as I 
remember. They had a ticket booth, usually occupied by a coed from 
Kingman High School, and an ample lobby where you could purchase 
popcorn or any candy your heart desired. The price of a ticket was four-
teen-to-twenty-five-cents, depending on your age. 
 

During my early teen years, when I noticed that there just weren’t any 
boys that went to the movies, it was somewhat daring to sit next to a girl 
and hold her hand if you thought she might like you a little. More often 
than not you gave lots of attention to the young lady instead of what was 
playing on the movie screen. I shudder to think about the time spent by 
said young lady having to listen to the ramblings of a thirteen or fourteen-
year-old boy trying to garner her attention. 
 

The State went the way of a lot of theaters when television and other 
forms of recorded entertainment took over our lives. It closed around 
1964 to the dismay of a host of local movie-goers. Not the best change for 
those of us who enjoyed the pure entertainment of the picture show. Maybe movies aren’t what they used to be, but per-
haps they are a little more honest about life. However, if you’re as old as I am, you still have your memories of what 
things were like in the “good old days” of Hollywood. Nobody can take that away from you.  

Roy, Gene and Hopalong 
Contributed by Charles Cook 

Arizona Central Bank; at Beale & 4th 
 (MMHA #1434) 

State Theater in all its glory, ca.1940 
 

    (MMHA #4621) 

Jerry Rawlings seated on burro, ca.1945 
(MMHA #3852) 
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Jan.—Feb. 1968 
 
A Navy pilot, flying an A-4, one-occupant Navy jet based at the Naval Air Station at Los Alamitos, Calif., crashed into 
the side of a hill near Oatman Thursday evening about 4 p.m., dying instantly, and scattered wreckage over a one-mile 
radius. Killed was Lt. Cmdr. David Edgar Best, 35, of La Jolla, California. 
 

Meandering around the river area enjoy-
ing the warm sunshine after filming in the 
cold north last week was Burl Ives.  He 
stopped at Kingman at the bait shop and 
serviced his camper at Lloyd Nash’s 
place on Friday afternoon.  He gave Nash 
a copy of his latest album and then he 
was on his way. 
 
Motor vehicle registrations in Mohave 
County increased 15.4 percent last year,  
for a total of 16,041 vehicles. 
 
The beautiful new Mohave Museum of 
History and Arts will be officially dedicated by U. S. Interior Dept. Secretary  the Hon-

orable Stewart Udall, here Saturday morning. 

50 Years Ago from the Mohave County Miner 

Arizona Highways Magazine 
!!MISSING!! 

 

The Librarian at Mohave Muse-
um is seeking old copies of   
Arizona Highways Magazine. 
 

We have a fine resource of his-
toric and current issues in AHM 
binders, but we have discovered 
that our collection is incom-
plete— and 
       many issues are missing! 

Burl Ives; photo from Internet 

Dedication: 4/27/1968          (MMHA #1900) 

Mohave Memories Newsletter 
!!MISSING!! 

 

 
And guess what?? Same-O, 
same-O with our Mohave 
Memories Newsletter from 
the 1990’s! 
 

It would be great to have a 
complete set in the Library, don’t you think? 

So—if you have back issues (of either) that we need, and are willing to donate them, please call the Muse-
um Office (Vicky) or the Library (Cathy) for specific details (928-753-3195). 

 

 AND/OR, if would like to contribute specifically toward the ordering of old magazine issues from AHM, 
we have been told they have individual issue archives, that come at a price! 
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Mar–Apr. 1938 
 

The opening of the Boulder Dam highway brought 1,236 persons in 346 cars to and from Boulder Dam over U.S. Highway 
93 for the one-day opening April 10th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mr. and Mrs. George Lewis have announced that they are opening their Lewis Tavern next Saturday. 
 

Olson’s All-American Red Heads world championship girls basketball team will face the Kingman Bulldogs next Tuesday 
evening at the high school gymnasium. 
 

The ten dollars offered to the pupil of a Mohave County school who would present the Mohave County Chamber of Com-
merce the best name for the coming fall and Labor Day festival was awarded to Madeline Plummer, aged seven, of the Whit-
ney school in the Big Sandy Valley.  The name adopted by the committee is Mohave County’s Dig-N-Doggie Days, a Round-
up of mine and cattle sports. 
 

A case of diphtheria was reported from Oatman this morning.  County health officer Dr. Toler R. White was informed that 
diphtheria, while contagious, was not so seriously communicative as measles.  He did not advise closing the schools, only 
quarantining of the family. 

Mar.—Apr. 1918 
 

J. D. Loper had a narrow  escape from death on the Gold Road mountain Sunday night when his automobile went over the 
grade at one of the worst places on the scenic drive.  The Lopers got out and the brakes failing 
to hold, the machine started backwards down the road.  Loper jumped in and tried to stop its 

progress but it ran off the grade.  Mr. Loper was thrown into 
the rocks, but his injuries were slight. 
 

The grand rally of last Saturday has now gone into history 
and with it has gone  the fact that never before has Kingman 
succeeded better in the accomplishment of its purpose be-
cause every mother’s son and daughter not only enjoyed the 
day, but went and bought themselves Liberty Bonds. 
 

Did you know that food of all kinds is going to increase in 
price  from now to the end of the war, whenever that may be!  
Get your own Victory Garden underway and don’t lose any 
time about it.  It will pay you to act today.   
 

Mrs. Lucy Bulkely, who has made her home in Mohave 
County the past 35 years, has announced that she would be a 
candidate for supervisor of this county at the coming prima-
ries. 

 

80 Years Ago From the Mohave County Miner 

100 Years Ago From the Mohave County Miner 

Can you identify any of these folks celebrating the opening of Hwy 93 to Boulder Dam? 
If so, we’d love to hear from you! 

Popular WWI posters 
(Internet resource) 

(MMHA #851) 
(#2976)) 
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Membership Renewal 

 

John & Judy Danyow 
Lucy Hackley 

Mohave County Genealogy Society 
Joseph M.  & Sally M.  Hogue 
Richard & Suzanne Christman 

Casey & Salina Witt 
Rodger & Suellen Stewart 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Needham 

Mr. & Mrs. C. G. Andress, Searchlight, AZ 
Fred Patterson, Chloride, AZ 

New Memberships 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Thrombley 
William C. Porter 
Marilyn J. Taraba 

Mr. & Mrs. R. K. Prumers 
Sandra L. Hampson 

Brown Drilling 
John A. Dougherty 

Lorna Gabby 
Roger & Louise Miller 

Mr. & Mrs. James Dailey 
Ginger Covington 

Virginia Sutherland 
Richard Skalicky 

Leonard P. & Diane E. Druian 
Ken & Susan Boyd 
Laird L. Hiestand 

June Schultz 
William A. & JoHanna B. Bowles 

Mr. & Mrs. John Grunewald 
Eve Garlin & Steve Smith 

UNS Electric, Inc 
Judith A. Smith 

Julia B. Hutchings 
Donna Frandsen 

Gary and Janet Watson 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Stephens 

Fred B. Lingenfelter 
James R. & Sandra L. Powell 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Robert Grounds 

Dr. Jerald Wienke, DDS 
Paul R. Mackesey & Jacquelyn Kinard 

Judith Theel 
Randy Jacobs 
Elmer Graves 

Joe & Rhonda Hart 
Linda D. Miller 
Clifford H. Kern 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Kern 
Dan & Kitty Rohler 

Gerald G. & Karen S. Peters 
Rod & Jane Gestrine 

Carol Hurst 
Julia Caughlin 

Bernie & Betty Rowe 
Deborah Liverance 

John & Pamela Roberts 
Robert & Arlene Allison 

Wade Stephens 
Wayne & Cheryl Smith 

Jim Mayberry 
Gail Salmon 

Stewart L. & Carol S. Anderson 
Robert & Jeanie Dell 

Wayne & Debbie Davis 
Grace Van Horn 

Richard & Cynthia Smerud  
Charles & Jean Bodden 

Janet M. Cusick 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Campbell 

Martin & Shawn Pedi 
Mr. & Mrs. Rudolph Shelton 

Mr. & Mrs. Luis Vega 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Yarbrough 

T. R. Orr, Inc. 
Mary Ann & Ray Smith, K-Squared Development 

Carol P. Langdon, Portland, OR 
Leslie Burrows James, Sparks, NV 

Cheryl Shaner & Charlene Sellers, LV, NV 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Anderson, LHC, AZ 
James & Susie Sumner, Sonoita, AZ 

Mike & Debbie Casson, Cottonwood, AZ 
Claudia B. Casson, Castro Valley, CA 

Chuck & Lorraine Brownfield, Hackberry, AZ 
Irene Cornwall Wood, Darby, MT 

Maureen Hugunin, Golden Valley, AZ 
Colbaugh Processing, Inc., Golden Valley, AZ  

Ronald & Linda Doty, Golden Valley, AZ 
Richard W. Park, Mohave Valley, AZ 
Keith & Rhonda Laulo, Phoenix, AZ 

Robert F. & Donna J. Moody, Tempe, AZ 
Mr. & Mrs. Grover Thomas, Atlanta, GA 

Ron & Penny Gray, Bozeman, MT 
Bill Otwell, Prescott, AZ 

Teresa Seay Cossey & Michelle Seay McCleery, 
    Surprise, AZ 
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Sounds of Kingman 

 
 

March 4—3:00 PM @ Journey Church 
Special Concert by 

The Kingman Concert Band 
 
 

March 24—2:00 PM @ Mohave Museum 
“Our Time, Our History” 

Wild, Weird, Wicked Arizona 
 
 

April 22—2:00-4:00 PM @ Metcalfe Park 
Concert in the Park 

Leonard Interior Family Band 
 
 

www.soundsof kingman.com 
 
 
 

 

March is 

National Women Making History 
Month 

 

Kingman’s 
Thirty-Fourth Annual Awards Celebration 

 

Sunday, March 4th, at 2:00 PM  
 
 

 At the Mohave Museum of History & 
Arts: reception to follow 

 

The honorees are women who have significantly 
contributed to the Kingman area; have been per-
manent residents for at least ten years, have 
had a positive impact on the community, and 
have not been a previous recipient in any cate-
gory of the awards. Award categories include: 
Education, Professions, the Arts, Public Service, 
Business, Religion, Volunteer Service, Pioneer-
ing, and Woman of Distinction. 
 

Come join us in honoring these special women. 
 

www.kingmanwomenmakinghistory.com 

Memorials 

If a Memorial donation is not designated for a specific purpose, it will be used at the Museum’s discretion 

                                              In Memory Of 
 

Corliss Ann "Markee" Foley 
Corliss Ann "Markee" Foley 

Clarissa Ann Lewis 
Mary "Mamie" Pemberton May 

Clarissa Ann Lewis 
Jo Ann (Short) Pope 

Mary "Mamie" Pemberton May 

         Donor 
 

Pat and Karen Otto 
Dorothy Brown 
Dorothy Brown 
Dorothy Brown 
Jack M. Kesler 
Jack M. Kesler 
Jack M. Kesler 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 
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Mohave Museum of History and Arts 
 

400 West Beale Street 
Kingman, AZ 86401-5708 

928-753-3195 
 

Email: museum@mohavemuseum.org 
Web: www.mohavemuseum.org 
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