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In 2013, The Board of Directors created the 1972 Society to reflect
the heart of the Women's Executive Council - Embracing and
Empowering Women to Serve Central Florida.
Scholarships will be awarded in the amount of $1972.00
1972 Society Donor Opportunities:
Donors may give and present a $1972 scholarship in your name
or the name of a loved one to a scholarship recipient in a
field/major of your choice.
Join the 1972 Society Giving Circle and donate a one time
payment of $197.20 or ten-monthly payments of $19.72.
Gather nine friends or family members and you will be able to
award one scholarship in your group's name.
Women's Executive Council members who donate four (4) or more
hours a month at a local non-for-profit organization of your choice.
Thank you for making a difference and investing in the lives of
women in Central Florida.

1972 Society
Diamond Level Donors
MaryAnn Barry
Ellen Berry
Shelly Ferrone
Bobbi Govanus & Family
Ashley Laubach (2)
Michael Miller

Cornita Riley & Friend
Dorothy Russell
Eva Shoemaker & Eleanore
Miller
UBS Financial
Martha Mannarino

Giving Circle Donors
Heatherann Antonacci
Christina Basch
Teri Benson
Michelle Brady Palmer
Nora Bunning
Ann Clodfelter
Kari Conley
Candice Czaplak
Carina Gerscovich
Martha Harriman
Nancy Holman
Kimberly Hooper
Charles & Jeanne Horsey
Kim Jehlik

Lea Marie Kelly
Julie Koves
Diana Larsen
Laura Lynn
Anjoli Martin
Mariann McCrea
Claudia Pierre
Dauri Sandison
Rosyln Scheer
Deanna Snyder
Mark Struckhoff
Mary Struckhoff
Yarmmys Vargas
Barbara Woodward

When you educate a woman, you educate a generation.
- Bobbi Govanus
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Busch Gardens

PRP Wine International

Cason Photography

Rock ’N Brews

Crayola Experience

Ruth’s Chris Steak House

Dauri Sandison

SeaWorld

Dominican Republic Golf

Sharing the Joy of Music

Vacations

Shelly Ferrone

Eby Travel

Spark! Organizing, LLC

Elizabeth Scovil

Sonny’s BBQ

Enzian Theater
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Eterna Studios

The Winter Park Playhouse

Fabu Pottery

Tibby’s New Orleans Kitchen

Florida Hospital Publishing

Tijuana Flats

Garden Theatre

Universal Studios

Holly DeNeff

Valencia Foundation

Kendra Scott Jewelry

Wildtree
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Winspire Experience Agency

Mary Kay Cosmetics

Winter Park Lazer Tag

MetroWest Golf Club
Michelle Burdo

2017 Scholarship Recipients
Rollins College / Theater and American
Studies
Camille Diviak was born and raised in Roseville,
California. Camille was active in the community in
various philanthropic organizations, participated in a
leadership committee and played multiple sports. She
attends Rollins College where she is waterskiing and
studying to become physical therapist.
Her dream is to assist injured athletes in getting back to what they love. She
plans to earn a bachelor’s degree and apply for physical therapy school after
graduation.

Rollins College / Biochemistry
Kira is freshman attending Rollins College. She
received an International Baccalaureate diploma
from the NIST International School in Bangkok,
Thailand, scoring in the top 4% in the world. She
channels her entrepreneurial spirit through her
Instagram account, @SpoonfulDelight, by working
with brands to share healthy meals to over 9,000
followers.
She will also complete her undergraduate studies
and internship to be accredited as a Certified
Clinical Nutritionist. She plans to develop a business
which designs and monitors effective nutrition
programs for clinical treatments, therapy, and health
care facility food services.

2017 Scholarship Recipients

University of Central Florida /
Masters of Public Administration
Lauren was born and raised in Clearwater,
Florida. She graduated in May of 2016 from
the University of Central Florida with a
bachelor’s in public administration, a minor
in nonprofit management, three
undergraduate certificates, and was
awarded the 2016 Student Leader of the Year Award from the nonprofit
Leadership Alliance. Lauren is now attending UCF for a dual master’s
program in public administration and in nonprofit management. She hopes to
continue her international nonprofit career and work for the United Nations.

Florida Institute of Technology / Applied
Behavior Science
Aletta seeks to extend a helping hand to the
community in any way she can. During her college
years, she participated in many projects including
feeding the homeless in her local community. In
2015, she volunteered at an AIDS orphanage in
South Africa. Aletta will soon begin graduate school,
seeking a master’s degree in applied behavior
analysis. Her ultimate goal is open her own office
for ABA therapy.

2017 Scholarship Recipients
University of Central Florida / Finance
Victoria Jung was born and raised in
Lakeland, Florida and attends the University
of Central Florida. She is a member of the
UCF cross country and track team and
volunteers with Relay for Life and as a coach
a middle school track team.
She also works part time while maintaining a 4.0 average. Victoria is
seeking a bachelor degree in finance with a minor in sports management.
She dreams of working for a large sports team, such as the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers or Orlando City Soccer.

Rollins College / Business Management
Madeline “Maddie” MacLean is junior at Rollins
College majoring in business management with a
minor in social entrepreneurship. Despite the
hardship of dealing with Lupus since age 12,
Maddie has persevered and has maintaining a 4.0
average while serving on the board of her Chi
Omega sorority. When she graduates in 2019, she
hopes to continue her education in law school. In
five years, she intends to be a practicing lawyer.
With her law degree, she hopes to exemplify
female leadership and advocate women’s rights in
the workplace.

2017 Scholarship Recipients

Rollins College / Communications
After 20 years in the corporate world, Doragnes is
continuing her formal education at Rollins College
with a major in communication and a minor in
business, with a focus on organizational
communication and leadership.
Servant-leadership is at the heart of her core values. She serves on the Student
Government Association Executive Board; as a member of the Academic Honor
Council; as the Vice President of the Society of Human Resources Management
Student Chapter; and at her children’s school as the VP of the PTA.
Her five-year goals are to advance her career by pursuing my graduate degree, and
to return full-time to the workforce in a position that focuses on the human
dimensions of organizational leadership

Rollins College / Social Entrepreneurship
Kalese is a social entrepreneurship major at
Rollins College. She serves in the Bonner
Leader Program, the Social Entrepreneurship
and Innovation Hub at Rollins, and the Rollins
College Immersion Program.
Kalese defines community as a resource and place
where needs are met and hope is restored. It is her
belief that hope encourages determination, not only
for herself but others. Kalese aspires to lead and
build toward the social construction for the greater
good. One day she would like to open her own
social enterprise devoted to homeless teens.

2017 Scholarship Recipients
Seminole State College / Molecular Biology
Nila is studying molecular biology in the STEM field
at Seminole State College. She believes that she
has potential to rise above her difficult
circumstances at home and sees a high GPA as
proof not only of her intellect but of her strong work
ethic.
She aspires to teach science abroad in a developing country to get impoverished
kids excited about science and to find beauty in chaos, and to encourage them to
explore and learn about the world around them beyond their own circumstances.

Herzing University / Nursing
Natasha Gedeon was born in Miami, Florida as the
middle child of three children. Facing a difficult start
in life, she and her siblings were adopted into the
huge, loving Garcia family and moved to Orlando. At
33 years of age, Natasha has a multitude of life
experiences - serving as a Sergeant in the Army Reserves, being the first in
her family to graduate college, and working in a Title One elementary school for
four years. She is currently a nursing student at Herzing University and dreams
of combining her degrees in education and nursing to care for women and
children.

2017 Scholarship Recipients

Rollins Colege / Psychology
Sara graduated from Osaka International
School with a bilingual International
Baccalaureate diploma and a Governor's
award for bridging cultures. She is
studying psychology and neuroscience,
is a Bonner Leader at Rollins College, a
team leader at Habitat for Humanity, a
member of the Bach Festival Society
Choir of Winter Park and has also been in the Central Florida Community Arts
choir. Her goals are to be a clinical, educational and research psychologist to
help children especially in under-served areas.

Florida Institute of Technology / Aviation
Management
Leonia is a senior and a fast track master's degree
student majoring in aviation management with flight
at the Florida Institute of Technology. Growing up in
a military family, Leonia has lived in many places around the world. She came to
the United States just in time to start high school and graduated first in her class,
earning both a diploma of distinction and an associate of arts degree from Eastern
Florida State College. While in high school, she earned a private pilot’s license
and is now a commercially rated instrument multi-engine pilot.
She deeply appreciates this and other scholarships she has received. She plans
to become a certified flight instructor during her remaining time at Florida Tech,
with the ultimate career goal to become an international airline captain or an
airport director.

2017 Scholarship Recipients
Rollins College / Philosophy
Kenzie is a sophomore at Rollins College, studying
public policy, philosophy, and women’s studies as a
member of both the honors and Alfond Scholars
program.
Outside of the classroom, she is active in the local community, working with
local organizations and leading on-campus movements. After graduation,
Kenzie hopes to continue to dedicate herself to a lifetime of activism and
political involvement, fighting for social progress.

Rollins College / Theater & American Studies
Kalli Joslin was born and raised in Melbourne, Florida.
She is currently a junior at Rollins College, her mother’s
alma mater, majoring in both Theatre and American
Studies. She plans to study constitutional and civil rights
law after graduation and eventually wishes to work with a civil rights nonprofit
agency advocating for LGBT+ and women’s rights. In addition to her mother, she
would like to thank her father, her girlfriend, and her sorority for their continued
support.

Rollins College / English
Kendall Clarke was born and raised in South Florida.
Despite some family challenges at home – her younger
brother has autism and in 2006, her mother was
diagnosed with chronic myeloid leukemia - Kendall has
been able to achieve academic excellence, graduating
as the salutatorian at Ft. Lauderdale High School. Kendall is pursuing a
bachelor's degree in English at Rollins College and aspires to become an
author and an English Literature professor so that she can share her love of
reading and learning.

2017 Scholarship Recipients
University of Central Florida
Communication Sciences and Disorders
Juliana is currently in her second semester of graduate
school at UCF. Juliana earned a bachelor's degree in
2016 in communication sciences and disorders, with
minors inpsychology and leadership studies. She also
held numerous leadership positions. Juliana has presented research at
international conferences such as the American Speech-Language-Hearing
Association and the Division for Early Childhood. Her passion is to have a
career as a Speech-Language Pathologist.

Rollins College / Biology/Philosophy
Isabella is a graduate of Boone High School where she
was involved with numerous community service and
government organizations. Isabella gives credit to her
family for her success. She learned perseverance from
her mother, pride in work from her father, and an
interest in the law from her grandfather. Supreme Court justice Sonia
Sotomayor, with whom she shares a Boricua heritage, has inspired her to
believe that no goal is too high. She is determined to be a woman who opens
the doors for younger women.

Florida Institute of Technology / Aerospace
Engineering
While visiting the Kennedy Space Center as a young child
for the first time, Karoline was awestruck by the Saturn V
rocket and the Space Shuttle. While in high school and
after the sudden passing of her father, she completed
all her engineering pre-requisites and at age 17 earned an associate of arts
degree. She is seeking a degree in aerospace engineering at Florida Institute
of Technology, hoping to work in the aerospace industry at one of the major
companies at the space center or the growing aircraft industry.

2017 Scholarship Recipients
Rollins College / Elementary Education
"My name is Brianna Joyner and I was raised in
Eatonville, Florida. Eatonville was one of the first selfgoverning all-black municipalities in the United States.
Last year I left my little town to attend Rollins College,
Where I am pursing an elementary education major and
a sociology minor. Attending college holds a a special
place for me because I will be the first person in my
family to ever attend.
Every day I do my best to make my family and my community proud!"

Rollins College / Chemical Engineering
Emily was born and raised in Cynthiana, Kentucky,
and currently attends Rollins College. Growing up,
she faced many challenges as a child living with a
single parent and is now living her dream here in
Central Florida. She plans to pursue a
bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering, and further her education at
Washington for graduate school. Once finishing her master’s degree Emily
plans to create new ways to clean local lakes and ponds from pesticides,
and create more bio-degradable products.

University of Central Florida / Nursing
Since receiving her first scholarship from the
Women's Executive Council in 2016, Samantha
has been accepted into UCF's College of
Nursing and is working diligently to achieve her
dream of becoming a nurse anesthetist.
Samantha has been a volunteer for Give Kids the World, Dr. Phillips
Hospital, and the Coalition for the Homeless of Orlando.

2017 Scholarship Recipients
Rollins College / History
Konner Ross is from Largo, Florida and attends Rollins
College. Despite some devastating losses in her junior
year of high school – the death of her grandfather and
her big brother, who was killed by a reckless driver.
Konner graduated as valedictorian of her class, and
continued to play in the marching band. Konner is
currently pursuing history as her major; she dreams of becoming a curator in an
art museum.

Rollins College / English
Caleigh is a rising senior at Rollins College where she
majors in English and minors in cultural anthropology.
Caleigh has been inducted into the Phi Eta Sigma and
Omicron Kappa Delta honor societies. She was a
mentor at Fern Creek Elementary School, volunteers at
the Child Development Center at Rollins, and is a
member of the Rollins Dance Company and the Pi Theta chapter of the Delta
Zeta sorority. She will study abroad this fall in Rome at Trinity College. After
her graduation Caleigh plans to earn a teaching certification and become a
high school English teacher.

Rollins College / Anthropology
Sara is originally from Bogota, Colombia. She and her
family moved to the United States as political
refugees when she was five years old. She is a senior
at Rollins College and will graduate in the spring.
Sara intends to continue her education and earn a master’s degree in
anthropology and then JD from law school. She hopes to become a social
activist by combining both degrees and dedicate her life to fight for human
and immigrant rights

2017 Scholarship Recipients
University of Central Florida / Biology
Thaila is currently working on her bachelor's degree in
biology at the University of Central Florida. She
hopes to either go to medical school or stay in
research.Thaila played sports in high school and
despite serious knee issues that required several
surgeries, she still maintained a high GPA.
She would love to work as a pediatric physician and take mission trips once
a year to help those in need. She loves to stay involved around campus, and
one of her passions is volunteering at the non-profit Give Kids the World.

Valencia College / Computer Science
Celeste Felix-Colon was born in Puerto Rico. She is
currently enrolled in Valencia College majoring in
computer science. She plans to transfer to the
University of Central Florida to complete her
bachelor’s degree in computer science. Despite the
challenge of dyscalculia, a mathematical learning disorder, she persevered
and graduated high school in the top five percent of her class. She hopes
to be an ethical hacker and serve our country in the cyber-realm.

Valencia College / Business Management
Samantha is a first-generation college student back
in school full time after spending the last ten years
caring for her younger autistic sister. She worked as
contract executive assistant for the last decade, and
continues to work full time and volunteer. She is
glad to at last be able to make some serious
progress in her career education.

2017 Scholarship Recipients
Rollins College / Environmental
Studies
Ellie is from Naples, Florida,
pursuing degrees in
environmental studies and
communication studies. She
serves as the editor-in-chief of the Rollins student newspaper, The
Sandspur, and is a media representative for the Rollins Sustainability
Program. Ellie is a tutor for the environmental studies department and a
peer writing consultant. She has spent two summers in rural Rwanda at an
underfunded public school, teaching English and doing research on a
community vegetable garden she founded. She is passionate about the
environment, human rights, and advocates for scholarly writing about the
two.

University of Central Florida / Biochemistry
Amanda Lasseter was born and raised in WinstonSalem, NC. She moved to Key West, and then in
2015 received her bachelor of science degree in
biotechnology from Florida Gulf Coast University.
She is currently working toward her master of
science degree, also in biotechnology, at the University of Central Florida.
She has a new passion for teaching and intends to continue in
microbiological research in the future.

There is in every true woman's heart, a spark of heavenly fire, which lies dormant in the broad
daylight of prosperity, but which kindles up and beams and blazes in the dark hour of adversity.
-Washington Irving - The Sketch Book

Women's Achievement Awards Nominees

Linda Akins-Weinberg
Life Coach

Regina Bereswill
Helpful Hands, Inc.

Heather Case
One Purse

Francelis Gonzalez, MD
Kidsville Pediatrics

Rosana Almeida
Florida Connexion

Nesterine Blair
Blair Realty Group

Giovanna Barrios
FCS Facility Services

Maureen Brockman
Community Based Care
of Central Florida

Camille Gardiner
Dee Coleman
Down
Syndrome Association
Samaritan Village, Inc.

Tamika Grubbs
Cystic Fibrosis Continuity of Care

Denise Beamer
Office of Attorney General

Janet Caramello
Down Syndrome Association
of Central Florida

Hollie Gondera
Haus Real Estate

Sami Haiman-Marrero
Urbander

Women's Achievement Awards Nominees

Rashida Jourdain
The Jourdain Group, LLC

Keita Joy
Keita Joy, LLC

Susan Lundine
Orlando Business
Journal

Cherlette McCollough
Life Counseling
Solutions

Janie Lacy
Sheryl Kurland
Find Your Fabulousity,Inc. LIfe Counseling Solutios

Carolyn Moor
Modern Widows Club

Deborah Pedraza
Foundation for Orange
County Public Schools

Lesline Powe-Barton
Hair in Motion of
New York Salon

Tracy Sher
Sher Pelvic Health & Healing

Carol Wick
Convergent Non-Profit
Solutions

Audrey Morrone
Morrone Interiors

Elizabeth Scovil
Elizabeth Scovil
Handbags & Accesories

Diane Womack
RGL Forensics

2017Women's Achievement Awards
Humanitarian Honoree

The Lifeboat Project

Jill Bolander Cohen is the Founder of the Lifeboat Project, a Central
Florida nonprofit which increases awareness of the forced exploitation of
individuals, and works with survivors of human trafficking to provide them
with permanent housing, personal development and educational resources
to help them transition to becoming productive members of society. The
Lifeboat Project was recently awarded as member of the Freedom
Network, USA.
Jill is the Co-Founder of the Greater Orlando Human Trafficking Task
Force, and is a four-time delegate to the commission on the status of
women at the United Nations. She serves as the Chair of Peace and
Justice for both the Central Florida Presbytery and the Central Florida
Presbyterian Women and founded the Anchor Point Ecumenical Center in
Apopka.
Jill is a life-long Central Floridian, and was vice president of her family’s
American Beverage Coffee Services which served Central Florida for over
40 years. She is a second-generation member of the South Seminole
Rotary Club, past member of the board of directors, and current state
coordinator of the International Group of Rotarians Against Human
Trafficking. She co-founded and was charter president of the Zonta Club of
Greater Orlando, an international organization that empowers women and
girls.

2017Women's Achievement Awards
Education Honoree
Dean, College of Education and
Human Performance
University of Central Florida

Dr. Pamela “Sissi” Carroll loves being an educator. She began as
an English teacher to middle and high school students. She
earned her doctoral degree in education at Auburn University in
1989, then spent twenty years on the faculty of the College of
Education at Florida State University, and was honored to receive
its highest teaching award.
In 2012, Sissi accepted a move into leadership as Dean, College
of Educaton, Oklahoma State University. The position at OSU
prepared Sissi to return “home” to become Dean, College of
Education and Human Performance (CEDHP), University of
Central Florida, in 2015. Her goal is to direct the rich resources of
the CEDHP toward supporting educational development of high
needs populations, because she is convinced that education “lifts
lives.”
She is president of a national education deans’ council, CADREI,
on the board of directors of A Gift for Teaching, and a member of
Town and Gown and of the First Methodist Church, Orlando. She
and her husband, UCF geology professor Dr. Joe Donoghue, run,
ride bikes, and play with their funny pets together.

2017 Women's Achievement Award
Visionary Honoree
Foster Productions
Co-founder, One Orlando Alliance

As owner of Foster Productions, Jennifer has written, produced, and
directed projects for many of the most prestigious corporations in the world.
Her 25+ year portfolio includes a wide range of content including
Commercial, Documentary, Interactive, Learning Development, Marketing,
Animation, and Broadcast media. She has earned numerous awards for her
professional achievements.
After the Pulse tragedy, Jennifer was appointed by Mayor Buddy Dyer to
the OneOrlando Fund board to help provide oversight of funds donated to
assist those directly affected. She currently serves on the Advisory Board of
the Orlando United Assistance Center (OUAC) and Zebra Coalition’s, Board
of Directors.
Jennifer is also co-convenor and founding Board Member of the One
Orlando Alliance - a coalition of over 30 LGBTQ+ services organizations
who banded together days after the tragedy. She is committed to
sustainable cultural transformation that honors those taken and directly
affected while ensuring that Central Florida’s LGBTQ+ community is more
inclusive, empowered, and unified for decades to come.
Together, with her spouse Mary Anne Metaxas, they foster puppies for
Florida Little Dog Rescue and support a variety of progressive organizations
and community enhancement programs.

2017 Women's Achievement Awards
Hospitality Honoree

Chief Operating Officer
Experience Kissimmee

Misty Johantgen serves as Chief Operating Officer for Experience
Kissimmee, Osceola County’s official destination marketing
organization. As COO, she ensures that Experience Kissimmee has
the proper systems and people in place to effectively grow the
organization and ensure its financial strength and operating
efficiency. Prior to Experience Kissimmee, Misty was an executive
with Visit Orlando for 24 years.
Misty currently serves on the board of directors for the Florida
Association of Destination Marketing Organizations, the Osceola
Historical Society and the Osceola Resort Area Council.
Additionally, Misty is a member of Destinations International as well
as the American Society of Association Executives. Over the years,
Misty has also served on UCF’s Rosen College of Hospitality
Management Events Advisory Board, the Small Business Board of
the Orlando Regional Chamber of Commerce, the East Orlando
Chamber Board and United Arts of Central Florida’s Marketing
Committee.
In 2013, she was awarded Destinations International’s Certified
Destination Management Executive (CDME) designation.

2017 Women's Achievement Awards
Non-Profit Honoree

The Central Florida Commission for
Homelessness

Shelley W. Lauten is a Founding Partner of triSect, LLC, a strategic
change consulting firm focused on civic innovation, serving the business,
government and independent sectors.
A recognized visionary and entrepreneurial leader, Shelley is often called
upon to serve as an advisor to organizations and communities wanting to
create and implement shared visions and strategic directional plans.
Current clients include the Florida Department of Transportation, the
Central Florida Water Initiative and the Central Florida Commission on
Homelessness.
Prior to founding the firm, Shelley served as President of myregion.org, a
business unit of the Central Florida Partnership. Under Shelley’s
leadership, myregion.org gained state and national recognition for its
groundbreaking work.
Shelley’s work has been recognized with numerous awards and honors,
including the 2007 Council for Sustainable Florida’s “Best Practice–
Business Partnership” Award and The Urban Land Institute-Central
Florida 2008 Champion of Sustainability Award.
A native Floridian, Shelley has been married to her husband for more
than 30 years. They have called Orlando home for most of those years.
They have two grown children, one son-in-law, and one granddaughter.

2017 Women's Achievement Awards
Leadership Honoree

Junior Achievement of Central Florida

Kathy Panter has served as President of Junior Achievement of Central
Florida since 2014. JACF serves four counties in Central Florida in which
approximately 50,000 students participate in its programs, taught by more
than 2,500 volunteers.
Prior to joining JACF, Kathy was the vice president of investor relations at
the Central Florida Partnership.
Coming full circle, in high school, Kathy was a “JA Kid” in the Company
Program in her hometown of Decatur, Alabama, learning sound financial
literacy principles
Kathy’s background in international trade, retail operations and the
transportation industry has served her well in understanding the needs of
the expanding and evolving community. She has served in leadership roles
in numerous civic organizations, and currently serves chair of the board of
the Downtown Orlando YMCA and serves on the board of directors of
weVenture. She is a graduate of Leadership Orlando and other regional
leadership programs.
Kathy is a graduate of the University of South Alabama with a bachelor’s
degree in international marketing, and the Crummer Management Program
at Rollins College.

2017 Women's Achievement Awards
Arts Honoree

WBQ Design & Engineering, Inc.

Jennifer Quigley is a founding principal of WBQ Design & Engineering,
Inc., a civil engineering firm that has been in business for over 21
years in downtown Orlando. Significant projects include the Orlando
City Soccer Stadium, Dr. Phillips Performing Arts Center, The Amway
Center and the Citrus Bowl.
Her firm won the honor of Orlando Sentinel’s Top Company of the
Year in 2016 and was 2nd place in 2017 in the under 99 employee
category. Jennifer was the Orlando Business Journal 2015 Business
Owner of the Year and the Downtown Partnership’s 2013 Downtowner
of the Year.
Her community involvement includes being the chairwoman of See Art
Orlando, Inc., a not-for-profit business that privately raised $1.5 million
to install eight significant outdoor sculptures in downtown Orlando. She
chairs the city of Orlando’s Project DTO Arts & Culture Task Force.
She is on the executive board of United Arts, the Orange County
Cultural Arts Advisory Council and chairs the Orange County Public Art
Review Board.

2017 Women's Achievement Awards
Community Impact Honoree
Goodwill Industries of
Central Florida

Karla Radka is the first chief operating officer of Goodwill
Industries of Central Florida, a $51 million, 1,250-employee
organization serving six counties. She is responsible for overseeing
the nonprofit’s administration, business development and
marketing, financial management, performance, retail services,
training, and vocational and community services. Karla brings
nearly two decades of experience in program and operational
management to Goodwill.
She is the founding director of a nationally award-winning program,
Public Allies Central Florida. She also co-founded Hope Now
International, which executes an annual Back to School Backpack
Bash and Health Fair to serve over 19,000 children in Central
Florida.
Among Karla’s recognitions are the Orlando Business Journal
Women Who Mean Business 2015 Business Executive of the Year
award; the “Life of Service” Award from Public Allies; and the 2015
Don Quijote Professional of the Year Award.

2017 Women's Achievement Awards
Health &Wellness Honoree

Shepherd's Hope

Marni Stahlman is President/CEO of Shepherd’s Hope, a free and
charitable health care organization serving the uninsured at five
locations in Orange and Seminole Counties.
Marni has over 20 years of C-Suite experience, and was recognized by
the Orlando Business Journal as a CEO of the Year in 2015 and 2016.
In addition to other recognition in the community, in 2016 she
received the Bud Bell Florida State Advocate of the Year award from
the Florida Community Health Action Information Network.
She serves as a member of the Public Policy Council for the Florida
Association of Free and Charitable Clinics and is on the membership
committee for Florida Executive Women. Since being appointed in
2003 by the Orange County Board of County Commissioners, Marni
has served as the vice chairwoman of the Educational Facilities
Authority. She also served a two-year appointed term from 2012-2014
as the Chairwoman of the Disability Advisory Board for Orange County
Government.
Marni and her husband, Paul, are parents to 9-year-old daughter Lily
Mae and their other furry child, Ellie, a 85-lb. chocolate Labrador.

2017 Women's Achievement Awards
Communication Honoree

Ninth Judicial Circuit Officer
State Attorney's Office

Eryka Washington has always believed “information is power.” For
more than a decade, she has used her voice and platforms to
ensure women, children, and families are informed and able to
make decisions or choices that will improve their lives.
Eryka is the public information officer for the Ninth Judicial Circuit
serving Orange and Osceola counties. In this role, she is the
liaison between the state attorney’s office and the news media and
is responsible for disseminating critical information to the public.
Throughout her tenure, Ms. Washington has championed the State
Attorney’s commitment to criminal justice reform. Most recently,
she led the communications campaign in support of Project No/No new initiative that seeks to protect children under the age of 18
from "the system."
Eryka is a familiar face in the central Florida community. Before
joining the State Attorney’s office, she served as a journalist and
on-air reporter for two of the top news stations in Orlando – WKMG
News 6 and WESH 2 News.
Throughout her career, Eryka has worked tirelessly to support
those in need through fundraising, empowerment, awareness, and
advocacy. She is an active member of the National Association of
Black Journalists and a current Board Member and Volunteer with
Bridges of Light, an Orlando-based organization for abused,
neglected and abandoned children.

2017 Women's Achievement Awards
EntrepreneurHonoree

The WOW Legacy Group, Inc.

Secily is the founder of WOW Legacy Group Inc., a non-profit with a
mission to empower, educate and encourage women facing life
adversities to live their best life Mind, Body and Spirit.
She is passionate about issues such as stroke awareness
and domestic violence. Secily is often found giving back to her
community, spreading awareness, inspiring others and volunteering.
She is a member of Jack and Jill of America Inc. and is a Circle of Red
board member for the American Heart Association.
Secily is an accomplished Telly Award-winning broadcast journalist,
delivering hard-hitting, inspiring and entertaining reports in news,
lifestyle, arts and entertainment. During her career Secily interviewed
many notables – among them Oprah, civil rights icon Andrew Young,
former NFL coach Tony Dungy and former CNN anchor Soledad
O’Brien.
But Secily feels her greatest accomplishment is the title of “mommy”
by her daughters Chrissy, a graduate student, and Nicole, a senior at
Mt. Verde Academy.
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Joie Watson Cadle is now serving her fourth consecutive term
on the Orange County School Board.
A 19-year volunteer in the Orange County public school
system, Joie worked her way from cafeteria volunteer, threetime PTA president at the elementary, middle and high school
levels, to the office of an elected school board member. Joie
has announced her retirement in November 2018 and will cap a
35-year career serving Orange County Public Schools and their
students.
She currently serves on the Board of Directors of the Orlando
Science Center, Florida School Music Association and Healthy
Central Florida and Healthy Winter Park.
She is recognized as a leader in the field of public education.

Joie served as president of the Florida School Boards
Association in 2012-2013. In Central Florida, she is a past
chairman of the Central Florida Public School Boards Coalition,
serving two years. In 2009 she was a finalist for the Richard
Green Award honoring outstanding contributions to urban
education.
Under her leadership as chairman of the School Board from
2008-10, 40 years of court-ordered desegregation came to an
end. The Federal Courts ruled that a dual education system no
longer existed for our black students and declared OCPS a
Unitary Status School district. She is most proud of this
accomplishment. Children are now able to go to schools in
their neighborhood and not have 30-40 minute bus rides to
school each day.
Additionally while she was chairman of the School Board,
facing the largest budget cuts with the downturn of the
economy, the board went to the voters of Orange County to ask
for an additional 1 mil for schools. These dollars are used to
preserve academic programs, retain highly qualified teachers,
and protect arts, athletics and student activities.
A breast cancer survivor, Joie chaired the American Cancer
Society Making Strides walks in 2011 and 2012 that raised
over $1.3 million.
Joie is a graduate of Trinity Preparatory School and was
named the Distinguished Alumni in 2010. She also graduated
from Orlando Business College and worked as a legal
secretary prior to staying home to raise children. She is the
proud mother of two sons, Rob and Drew, and has five
grandchildren.
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