reast of Ascension of Qur Lord Jesus Christ

 The Armenian Church celebrates the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord on the fortieth day following the
Feast of the Glorious Resurrection of Qur Savior Jesus Christ.
Following His Resurrection and defeat of death, Christ remained on earth for forty days, and continued fo
e . the fortieth day, Christ is
last time. He biesses them
instructions, after which He

appear to His disciples. On

seen by His discipies for the
and leaves them with
ascends into heaven.

Two of the Gospel writers,

testify about Christ's
account of it in the Acts of
Foltowing a final meeting of
remainihg apostles, St. Mark
Lord had spoken unto them, . : he was received up into
heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.” (Mark 16:19}

St. Luke gives a little greater detail as he writes, "And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he fifted
up his hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was paried from them,
and carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, and returned fo Jerusatem with great joy, and were

continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen.” (Luke 24: 53-53)

But by far the most beautiful account of the Ascension can be found in the Book of Acts: "And when he
had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was faken up; and & cloud received him out of their sight.
And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white

apparel, which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ve gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus,
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in iike manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven.” {Acts 1:.9-11)
The hymn that I1s sung in the Armenian Church on Ascension Diay mentions the miraculous event of
Christ's Ascension inio heaven and the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles.

St Mark and St. Luke,
ascension. There is also an
the Apostles.

Christ with the eleven
writes, “So then, after the
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Pastoral thoughts

During the month of May we greet the Glorious Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. | wish this

celebration be a consolation for you and for your entire family.

The Ascension of our Lord reafly was a consolation for His disciples and is for all people who

believe in Him. On the day of Ascension, they saw the whole power of God who ascended with the

same body in front of them and promised to be with them always, to the end of ages. It was powerful

encouragement for believers which strengthened them to be unshaken in their faith and to begin

preaching of the Almighty.

According to the Lord's instructions contained in the church hymn (sharagan):

“Our Lord ascended to heaven, and said to the disciples;

Remnain in the city of Jerusalem,

Until you receive the power from high above.”

This instruction means whenever we undertake to do something we first need to ask God's power

and help. Even if we want to preach or praise His name we need to ask His will and receive power

from Him. To receive power means to receive blessing for our mission. This lesson is very remarkable

because after Ascension, the apostles received the promised power from heaven to continue whatever

they received graces and power to act and develop Christianity among people all over the world.

With their devotion and deeds, disciples showed that God’s power can dwell in humans and it can

work miracles.

This power can be received by anyone who tatks with God and seeks to do good deeds. It already

dwells in us and it is our responsibility to bring it to life. Today we are required to do the minimum,

to believe in God for salvation of our soul. Today we are required to come to the church and to

communicate with God’s glory. But the Christian responsibility dictates us to do more. What we need
to think about are the instructions to the disciples.

As Christians we need to look and find the real Jerusalem in our essence until we recelve power

from high above. This will strengthen us to act as real Christians.

With Love of Christ,
Rev. Fr. Zaven Markoszyan
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_: their Teacher started. According to the Lord’s promise, while apostles were in prayer all together,
!
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ANNIVERSARY OF THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

On April 24, 2016 an Armenian Genocide commemoration was held in St. Mary Armenian
Church in Yettem. After Divine Liturgy parish priest, Rev. Fr. Zaven, deacons and altar servers
conducted a special service dedicated to Holy Martyss of the Armenian Genocide.

After church services a commemoration program was held in the hall. Fr. Zaven opened the
program and invited St. Mary ACYO members to do their presentations about historica) events
of the massacre.

After presentation a movie named, “A story of an Armenian Genocide™ was shown. At the end of
the program parishioners were invited to share their family experiences about the 1915 events.




Casino night was held at St Mary. Yettem on Saturday April 23, 2016

Parish Notes

ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS
April 3, 2016
Laura Davidian and Family in memory of
{ Harry Davidian and Chad Tellian.
| April 17, 2016
Michael and Ted Tellian and Family in
memory of their mother, Elizabeth Tellian.

HOKEHANKIST REQUESTS
April 3, 2016

Harry Davidian, six years after his pussing,
Requested by Laura Davidian and Family.
Chad Teliian, forty years afier his passing,
| Requested by Janice McWilliams and

| Family

Aprif 17,2016

Elizabeth Tellian, forty days afier her
passing,

! Requested by Michael and Ted Telfian and
Family

2016 Easter Lunicheon again was
sponsored by ACYO. We would like one
maore time to thank them and thank the
| parents whao so generousfy helped out in
| every phase of the luncheon.

| We want fo organize a group for Religious
- and Armenian Language Classes which
will take place on Wednesday evenings,
| fwice ¢ month. If you are interesied, please
contact the Churcl Office ar (559) 528-

| 6892 or Fr. Zaven ar (818) 644-4398.

GRADUATION season is here once again.
i We would like to acknowledge our
graduates in the June 2016 issue of
YETTEM. Accordingily, vou are asked to
submit the names and pertinent
information to the Church Office no later _
than Friday, May 20, 2016.

‘ Efizabeth Torosian is graduating from M.
Whitney High School on June 3, 2056.

L Llizabetl has received a sports scholarship
and will be attending California State
University, Fresno in the fall of 2016, She
- will become @ member of the CSUF softhail |
team. Elizabeth is the daughter of Alan
Torosian and Donna Torosian.
Grandparents are John Torosian and
Bianche Torosian and Jim and Bea
Soxman. Plese join us on Saturday, June
4, 2016, in celebrating ihis speciai eccasion |
P af the Soxmans residence, 2405 E. Hilicrest
| Cu., Visalia CA, 93292 at 6:30 p.m.

St Mary, Yettem Sunday Schooi Students
visited the Fresne Zoo on Saturday, Aprif

| 23, 2016, Pictures compliments of Linda

C Wall and collage made by Myron Shekiian.

{See colluge) )

Casing Night was held at St Mary, Yettem

Con Saturday, April 23, 2016, Pictures

compliments of Myron Sheklion and Mark
Walil. (See collage)

We would like to thank ACYO members for

1
|
i
H
H
i

the historical events abowt the Genocide, !
Myron Sheklion for preparing the movie
about the Genocide, and Faith of Zion for
sponsoring the luncl on Sunday, April 24,
2016.

i
|
|
|
|

| Ladies Seciety has no scheduled meetin g in |
May 2016, |

On Sunday, May 1, 2016, Ladies Society
will be hosting a special lunch honering
- Deacons, Altar Servers and Choir
Members after Divine Liturey in the
F Majarian Hall,

| Diocesan Assembly will be held May 5, 6,
& 7, 2016 in the Armenian Aposiolic
| Charch in Las Vegas, Nevada.

| At the ciose of the Divine Liturgy on
Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 8, 2014, a
general Requiem Service/Hokelankist will

be conducted in memory of all the deceased
mothers of our parish,
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 Parish Council will be hosting Fellowship
- on Sunday, May 15, 2016 after Divine
| Liturgy in the Mojarian Hall.

DVD SET FOR SALE: St Mary
Armenian Church, 100" ”A;miversm:ai, July
2,201, DVD setis 525.00 and can be

The 39" Annual Armenian Food Festival purchased by calfling the Church office at
will be held on Thursday, May 19, 2016 at | (359) 528-68 ?2. Cost of ma iling will be
the Visalia Elks Lodge. (See fiyer) $25.00 plus $6.00 for shipping and (

handlings, a total of $31.00. Sponsored by
the Ways and Means Commitiee

Parish Council meeting will be held on
¢ Thursday, May 26, 2016 in the Majarian
| Half at 7:00 P

The “Armenian Genocide Survivors and
Heroes” can be purchased for 340 at St
Mary Armenian Apostofic Church in

ACYO Sporis Weekend wiil be held May

27,28 & 28, 2016 in Clovis af Buchanan | Yetiem or contact the Church Office at
. R _ (559) 528-6892. If you wish a book or
High School, 1560 N. Minnewawe Ave, boois ded 10 vow. the cost of mailine
Ciovis, CA 93619, St. Mary, Yettem ACYD 00ks matied 16 ypou, the cost of mailing

: , L one, two, or three books will be an
will have a senior basketball team and a " . o
1 additional $5.00. The cost of mailing four
dodgeball team. 3

or five bovis witf be an additional $6.00.

i
#
|

We frave started ¢ Monthly Movie Club. -
As a group we will attend ¢ movie the last
- Friday of eack month. Our next movie

Qur Parish has opened ¢ “PayPal”

NN - o account to make it convenient for you fo
date is Friday, May 27, 2016, If you are .r ; ; y ¥, f jﬁ ol
] ‘ N miake donations. You may access PayFPuo i
inferested please calf Debbie Sheklian ai | ) » ;

T334 i through the St. Mary Yettem web-siie
| of I P e H . .
‘ (www. stingryyefien.org) and click on the

e S “Donation” bution on the botiom of the
Sunday Sciool Commencement and Picnic | Home Page. You muy donate for Generai |

" F » ] N r ) i3
will be held on Sunday, June 12, 2016. | Donations, Yughukins, Pledges,

Membership Dues, In Lieuw of Flowers, or
pay for Altar Fiowers vou have ordered on
b

July 10, 2016 is the Primate’s visitation at
| St. Mary, Yettem. :

ehalf of the Church,

SUMMER CAMP DATHS ANNOUNCED REMINDER
Week : July 16 - July 16

Week 2: July 17 - July 23

Week 3: July 24 — July 30

j Week 4: July 31 — August 6

| Applications avaitabie onfine. Register at
fittpsiivecamp.conm/or

| Eemail:infolwhyecamp.com

If you have not seni in your 2016 Annual
Stewardship Pledge and Voting Member

- Application, piease do so as seon as

| possible. If vou need ¢ form, call the
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St. Mary Spiritual Conversation meetings

' Ladies Soci ety has “Bracelets” for sale are freld on the second and fourth
from their 100" 4n niversary event for Thursdays of eacl month at 2:00 p.m.,
$8.00. Please contact the Church Office af home rotation. Please come and join in, If

| (559} 528-6892 if you are interested in you have any questions, please call the

purchasing one. ; - Churclt Office at (559) 528-6892 or Fr.

H H
{
|
|
|

Zaven ai (818) 644-9398,




St. Mary Armenian Church of Yettem
39th ANNUAL

ARMENIAN

FOOD FESTIVAL 2016

THURSDAY, MAY 19, 2016

VISALIA ELKS LODGE
(3100 W. Main — just east of County Center Dr.)

- MENU -

LULU KEBAB or CHICKEN KEBAB
RICE PILAF SALAD
BEVERAGE BOURMA
PEDA BREAD

Donation $14.00
Per Person

Luncheon from 11:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
Dinner from 5:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.

DINE IN or DRIVE THRU TAKE-OUT

The Parish Council has approved to have
our weekly bulletin and the monthly
newsletter available for sponsorships. We
are not selling ads. This was done to help
offset costs. If you would like to sponsor an
edition of either publication please contact
the office, or there is a form at the front
desk in the church, Thé sponsorships for
the weekly bulletin are §25.00 per issue,
and to sponsor the mbnz‘hly.newsletter is

| $100.00 per issue. -

To St. Mary Parishioners: If you know of
anyone ill or in the hospital, please call
Rev. Fr. Zaven Markosyan at the Church
Office (559) 528-6892 or his cell (818) 644-
9398.

St. Mary Armenian Apostolic Church
Office hours are Tuesday, Wednesday,

Thursday, Friday, from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30

i (818) 644-9398 or Bea Soxman Parish
| Council Chairperson at (559) 623-2390,

To St. Mary Parishioners: The Parish
Council would like to invite any
parishioner who may have concerns or
questions with anything dealing with
Church affairs. The Parish Council
meetings are held the third Thursday of
each month. To be placed on the agenda of
the meeting, please contact Der Zaven at

The St. Mary Armenian Church webpage
at www.stmaryyettem.org has been
redesigned, The old format was originally
designed in 2010. The new design will
work better with today’s web browsers on
home computers, laptops, tablets and smart
phones. If you haven’t visited the website
lately, try if out and see all the information
that can be found online.

If you wish to place any information in
the monthly Bulletin, please notify the
Church Office by the 20" of month.




Weekend at Buchanar

Armenian Apéstolic
Highin Clovis ...

:C_ii_uréh i Lag
Vegas

14

First Republic of

28 Aﬁniversay of
Armenia
ACYO Sports

7 89" Diocesin
- Assembly ifi the

528-6892 — Office

559-528-6897 ~ FAX
1-818-644-9398 — Cell

Fr. Zaven can be reached at:
559

Armenian Apostolic

Churchiin Las
Vegas

6 29™ Diocesan
Assembly in the
13

20

27

ACYO Sports
Weekend at
Buchanan High in
Clovis

ll 939"’ Annual
Armenian Food

Festival ai the

12

Assembly in the
Armenian Apostolic
Church in Las Vegas
Visalia Elks Lodge
Parish Council
meeting in the
Majarian Hall at
7:00 pam.

5 Ascension of

Christ
89" Diocesan

26

18
25

11

May 2016

St. M'ary Armenian Church, Yettem

10
17
24
31

16
23
Memorial Day

2
30

Sunday Schedule
Morning Service [Matins] — 9:45 AM.

1 for Deacong;

Altar Servers and

Divine Liturgy ~ 10:30 A.M.
Sunday School - 2" & 4" Sundays at 11:00 A.M

Weekend at Buchanan
High in Clovis

Catholicon of Holy

Retenibrince of
Etchfadzia

the Prophet
Elijah
ACYO Sports

Fellowship/Parish.
Couneil . » "

Cildii‘ _Mcmbcrs after
Divine Liturgy

Mother's Day

Second Palm
Sunbday
15

1 Ladies Society
hosting a special

29 Feast of tiié

‘Pentacost .

St. Mary Armenian Apostolic Church

Easter Yughakin 2016

Agajanian, Melvin and Regina
Ananian, Charlie and Elizabeth
Ananian, Jack and Reba _
Ananian, Serge and Judith
Ananian, Stella

Crowder, Evelyn Boudakian
Davidian, Chariie and Christina A,
Davidian, Edward and Georgia Ann
Davidian, Margie L

Derrick, James E. and Sadie
Enfiedjian, Sarkis and Hasmik
Enkababian, Mary

Farsakian, Larry R. DDS & Wendy
Farsakian, Souren

Garoian, Gerard and Sylvia
Gomes, John and Janet

Gregory, Jack and Hasmik
Hagopian, Richard and Geraldine
Halbourian, Alice

Hampar, Arthur

Hebesha, Madlien N.
Hovannisian, Marian

Jendian, Dn. Allan and Rosemary
Jiggerian, Varsanig

Kahaian, Sarah

Kalfayan, Garo and Nancy
Kaprielian, John Ara and Sharon
Kaye, Ernest and Lillian

Kilijian, Michael and Sue

Kizirian, Abe and Sandra
Krause, David & Lisa

Krikorian, Gary and Nancy
Maranian, Carol A.

Margosian, George and Rose Marie
Margosian, Lucille

McWitiams, Richard and Janice
Menendian, Laurie

Mikaelian, Michae! and Sandra
Mortanian, Mary '
Parsons, Margarst

Parton, Bianche and Edward
Peters, Darrelt and Tina
Poochigian, Jerry and Julie
Safrazian, Richard and Litlian
Sarabian, Charles and Lori
Shapazian, Jerry

Shapazian, Margaret

Sheklian, Joann

Si's Quality Automobiles, Inc..
Simonian, Chuck Simon
Simonian, Mary Susan Kapamaci
Skaff, Judy and Mike

Soxman, James and Beatrice
Tabibian, Dr. Neshan

Wall, Mark and Linda

Yahnian, Sark and Sylvia
Zakarian, Archie and Kathy
Zerounian, Marilyn

$ 4,220.00




