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The Way It Is

The Old Testament Israelites long understood that anyone who looked
directly at God would immediately die. Aware of his own sin and
faithlessness, even the prophet Isaiah was afraid when he described meeting
God in a vision: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips,
and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen
the King, the LORD of hosts!” (Isa. 6:5).
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Strange, right? Death-by-holiness is a

concept we in the twenty-first century have a There’s that big Bible word
again ... "propitiation.” See
page 87 if you already forgot
is holy, which means He’s without sin. More what it means. ©

hard time wrapping our minds around. But God

than that, He’s so separate from sin that He

can’t be near it. He’s completely other—wholly

transcendent above the world He made. So when we disobey His rules—i.e.,
when we sin—we separate ourselves from the Holy One who loves us,
destroying our relationship beyond what we could ever hope to repair. Which
is exactly why Jesus became the propitiation for our sin (Rom. 3:25; Heb.
2:17; 1 John 2:2; 4:10). He came to restore our right relationship with God.
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Fast-forward to present day where the

majority of the population believes they’re Prostrate:
lying facedown on the

“good” already. Of course, we tend to define ground.

our own goodness by comparing ourselves to

the people we deem not good, thereby

preserving our self-perceived good name and ensuring our good standing
before other good people. But other people aren’t the standard of
goodness; God is (Mark 10:18; Luke 18:19). When we compare ourselves
to them, we’re actually excusing our sins and labeling Scripture we don’t
like as inapplicable or obsolete. And all the while we’re moving further away
from the truth: we should be lying prostrate before the Holy God of the
Universe, repenting of our sins and praising Him for not striking us dead on
arrival.
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It’s those people—the ones who know how not good they really are—that
Jesus referred to in the SOM as the “pure in heart.”
Oh the irony.
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For Bible Nerds
(like us)

‘Who Want

to Know

Just after their extraordinary and miraculous rescue
from Egypt through the middle of the Red Sea,
Moses was recalling the Israelites’ fear about
seeing God face to face at Mount Sinai (a.k.a.,
Horeb) when the Ten Commandments were
delivered to them. Out of fear of death, they had
insisted Moses represent them before God (Ex.
20:18-21; Deut. 5:1-5). Interestingly, in his

reflective remarks, Moses spoke of a greater representative yet to come. #Jesus
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Your Turn

1. When it comes to being “good,” how do you see yourself? What is your self-
perception based on?
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Insecurity and pride are two
sides of the same coin
because both are the result of
self-focus. When we base our
identity on Christ, we
simultaneously understand
our own wretchedness/need
for a Savior as well as our
preciousness to God, since He
sent Jesus to save us.

“But God shows his love for

us in that while we were still

sinners, Christ died for us.”
Romans 5:8

The Way It Ought to Be

“Again [Jesus] entered the synagogue,
and a man was there with a withered
hand. And they watched Jesus, to see

whether he would heal him on the

Sabbath, so that they might accuse him.

And he said to the man with the withered

hand, ‘Come here.” And he said to them,

‘Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or
to do harm, to save life or to kill?’ But

they were silent. And he looked around
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Sabbath: at them with anger, grieved at their
the weekly practics of hardness of heart, and said to the

abstaining from work in order

to rest and to turn one’s man, ‘Stretch out your hand.” He
attention to God and His

provision. stretched it out, and his hand was

restored. The Pharisees went out and

immediately held counsel with the
Herodians against him, how to destroy him.”
Mark 3:1-6
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The Jews observed the
Sabbath from Friday night to
Saturday night. New
Testament Christians now
practice the Sabbath on
Sunday, the day Jesus rose
from the dead.

A person’s heart would have to be pretty
hard to be angry at Jesus for healing on a
Saturday instead of a Monday. But the
Pharisees were focused on the letter of their
laws instead of the purposes of God’s law.
While God did indeed command Old Testament
Israel to keep certain religious ceremonies and
customs, those observances were never meant
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to be mere matters of outward behavior. Rather, they were intended to
represent the condition of the hearts of His people. They were
meant to be an outpouring of what was already inside, because purity of
heart is not measured by man-made rules, nor is it measured by our own

(nonexistent) sinlessness.
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Thank the Lord.

Unfortunately, like the Pharisees, we tend to focus on outward behavior
while giving inward ugliness a pass. We may not be guilty of “biggie” sins
like murder, but we’re all guilty of violating God’s perfect and holy law in
some capacity. Indeed, the New Testament teaches that being guilty of one
part of God’s law makes us guilty of violating the whole thing: “For whoever
keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it”
(James 2:10). Bottom line, each one of us has sin in our lives no matter how
much we love Jesus. Recognizing and grieving the sin that separates us from
God and then repenting of it makes us less like the hypocritical Pharisees
and more like the purehearted Mary.
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For Bible Nerds
(like us)

‘Who Want

to Know

Scripture has a lot to say about “hard-
heartedness.” Pharaoh and the Egyptians had
hearts that were “hardened” against God (Ex. 7-14;
1 Sam. 6:6), as did other enemy nations (Deut. 2:30;
Josh. 11:20). The Israelites and some of their
leaders were described as having “hardened his
heart against turning to the LORD” (2 Chron. 36:13;

Ezek. 3:7; Zech. 7:12).

The Gospel of Mark utilizes the same theme (Mark 3:5; 6:52; 8:17; 10:5; 16:14),
and three times the book of Hebrews calls readers to heed the warning of Psalm
95:8, “Do not harden your hearts” (Heb. 3:8, 15; 4:7).

In Romans 2, Paul addressed judgmental and hypocritical hard-heartedness and
warned, “But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath
for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed”

(v. 5).
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“None is righteous, no, not
one.”
Romans 3:10

“For all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God.”
Romans 3:23

As it turns out, those who’ve been forgiven
much also love much (Luke 7:47). Mary
Magdalene may not have been impressive by
the world’s standards—the people of her day
certainly didn’t honor her in any way—but her
understanding of her own spiritual poverty led
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“If we say we have fellowship
with him while we walk in
darkness, we lie and do not
practice the truth. But if we
walk in the light, as he is in
the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the
blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin. If we
say we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, he is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. If we say we
have not sinned, we make him
a liar, and his word is not in
us.”

1 John 1:6-10

to her decision to follow Jesus for the rest of
her life. She knew He was the way, the truth,
and the life (John 14:6), and she knew that all
other roads would lead her back to darkness.
She was pure of heart, not because of anything
she did or didn’t do, and not because she was
perfect—she most certainly wasn’t. But
according to biblical standards, Mary was pure
in heart because she surrendered herself to
Jesus. And then He cleansed her heart, kept her
on the narrow road, and led her all the way to
heaven, where she was actually made perfect,
like her Savior.

Oh, that we’d be like

Mary, fully
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Repent:
to feel or express sincere
regret or remorse about one’s
wrongdoing; to turn away
from sin.

“But, as it is written, “What no
eye has seen, nor ear heard,
nor the heart of man
imagined, what God has
prepared for those who love
him."”

1 Corinthians 2:9

understanding that apart from Jesus we’re
helpless, hopeless, and bound for destruction,
but with Him we’re the opposite. with
Him we’re helped, hope-filled, and heaven-
bound, where instead of being vaporized on
sight, we’ll see things our minds can’t even
dream up.

Even more good news?

The seeing starts now.
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Your Turn

2. In what ways are you like the Pharisees? In what ways are you like Mary?
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3. What outward behaviors do you tend to focus on the most, whether your own or
someone else’s?
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4. What attitudes of the heart do you tend to ignore or deprioritize?
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For Bible Nerds
(like us)

‘Who Want

to Know

Someone with true inner moral purity is not just a
person of good intentions, but is also sincere, not
living a duplicitous lifestyle. The pure in heart are
the same in public as they are in private—i.e.,
they’re not hypocrites!

The prophet Jeremiah  expressed God's
disappointment with the nation of Israel’s religious

conformity without any change of heart—they were going through the motions.

Specifically, they were being circumcised as a sign of their covenant relationship
with God, but day to day they weren’t much different than the enemies of God.

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when | will punish all those

who are circumcised merely in the flesh ... for all these nations are uncircumcised,

and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised in heart” (Jer. 9:25-26; see also 4:4;

Deut. 10:16; 30:6-8).
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“Single-minded” living is, in fact, a theme throughout the SOM wherein Jesus
warned His followers, “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other
people in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your
Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 6:1). Purity of heart includes quiet acts of
kindness (6:2-4), how one prays (6:5-15), religious practices like fasting (6:16-18),
what one treasures (6:19-21), and what one focuses on (6:22-24).
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Seeing Clearly

“[May] the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory ... give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the
knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened,

that you may know what is the hope to which he has called
you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power
toward us who believe, according to the working of his great
might.”
Ephesians 1:17-19
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If we’re not careful, the blessed statements in the SOM can become
Sunday school white noise—statements that sound good and Christiany but
hold little meaning for us because we’re not really paying attention. In
actuality, nothing on God’s green earth should be more exciting, more awe-
inspiring, more hit-the-deck-inducing than the promise that the pure in heart
will see God. That those who repent and surrender can know Him and ascend
His holy hill and enter into His presence and actually belong there
because He has made it possible (Ps. 24:3-4).




image29.png
“Have you believed because

you have seen me? Blessed

are those who have not seen

and yet have believed.” John
20:29

That's us. ©

Those of us who follow Jesus will literally
see Him face to face in heaven, and the
knowledge of that should change everything—
because what a day that will be! But we don’t
even have to wait that long because God’s
favor is already upon us. So while we
haven’t yet seen Him with our actual eyeballs,

the eyes of our hearts have indeed been

enlightened. The scales have fallen away (Acts 9:18), and everything we

experience going forward now filters through the hope to which we’ve been

called, demonstrating again and again God’s great love toward those who

believe in so many wonderful ways:
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We can see God in His creation.
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“The heavens declare the glory of God, and the Sky above
proclaims his handiwork. Day to day pours out speech,
and night to night reveals knowledge.”

Psalm 19:1-2

“But ask the beasts, and they will teach you; the birds of the
heavens, and they will tell you; or the bushes of the earth, and
they will teach you; and the fish of the sea will declare to you.

Who among all these does not know that the hand of the
LORD has done this? In his hand is the life of every
living thing and the breath of all mankind.”
Job 12:7-10
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“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.
All things were made through him, and without him
was not any thing made that was made.”

John 1:1-3

“For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and
divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since
the creation of the world, in the things that have been made.”

Romans 1:20
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“For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or

authorities—all things were created through him
and for him.”
Colossians 1:16
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We can see God in His Church.
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We are all made in the image
of God (Gen. 1:27), which
means our different and
varying gifts reflect His MANY
gifts. We see God'’s countless
and beautiful attributes in His
children and in the collective
whole of His Church.

“For where two or three are gathered in
my name, there am [ among

them.”
Matthew 18:20

“For as in one body we have many
members, and the members do not all
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have the same function, so we, though
many, are one body in Christ, and individually members
one of another. Having giftS that differ
according to the grace given to us, let us use
them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service,
in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the
one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who
contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal;
the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.”
Romans 12:4-8
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Lesson 6
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“So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you
are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the
household of God, built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the
cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him
you also are being built together into a dwelling place
for God by the Spirit.”

Ephesians 2:19-22
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“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are
God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you
have received mercy.”

1 Peter 2:9-10
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We can see God in the stillness.
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“The LorD will ﬁght for YOu, and you have only to be
silent.”
Exodus 14:14

«The LORD is my Shepherd; I shall not want. He makes
me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters.
He restores my soul.”

Psalm 23:1-3
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«Be still, and know that I am God. 1 will be exalted
-

among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth
Psalm 46:10

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for
I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your

souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light»
Matthew 11:28-30
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We can see God on the horizon.
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“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also
in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so,
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And
if I go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and
will take you to myself, that where I am you may be
also.”
John 14:1-3
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“See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we
should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason
why the world does not know us is that it did not know him.

Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has
not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears
we shall be like him, because we shall see him as
he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself
as he is pure.”
1 John 3:1-3
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“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven
and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.
And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of

heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with

them, and they will be his people, and God
himself will be with them as their God. He will
wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no
more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain
anymore, for the former things have passed away.””
Revelation 21:1-4
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Your Turn

5. In light of the preceding verses, describe God’s favor toward the pure in heart.
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Mary Magdalene

With so many women named Mary in the Bible, this
one was distinguished by her hometown of Magdala
—one of several fishing villages on the Sea of Galilee.
What we know of her from the New Testament is that
prior to meeting Jesus, she was a tormented woman,
possessed by seven demons. Jesus drove them out,
and Mary of Magdala became one of His devoted
followers. Her alias in The Chosen is “Lilith,” and
derives from an ancient Middle Eastern term for
“female demons” or “wind spirits.”

In a culture that tended to view women as being
less valuable than men, Mary conversely turned out to
be a noteworthy follower of Jesus in that (1) she was
among the female disciples who traveled with Him
and financially supported His ministry (Luke 8:1-3), (2) she was present at Jesus's
crucifixion and burial (Matt. 27:56, 61), and (3) she was the first to witness the
empty tomb (John 20:1) and to meet the resurrected Jesus (John 20:11-18;
Matt. 28:1; Mark 16:1-6).
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6. In what ways have you clearly seen God in your life or in the lives of those around
you?
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7. Those who place their faith in Jesus become God's
children (John 1:12). How should being a child of God
change the way you see and interact with the world
around you? Get specific about your circumstances and
your people, because seeing God clearly should actually

change everything.

Placing your faith in Jesus
means to repent of your sin
and surrender control of your
life to Him.
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8. Reread John 14:1-3, 1 John 3:1-3, and Revelation 21:1-4 (see pages 112-13), and
make a list of the incredible things awaiting the pure in heart.
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INT. JESUS’S TENT

(Jesus sits with His back to the entrance, head in His hands, grieving
deeply. Not just about John the Baptist’s arrest, but about everything He
knows somewhere deep in His human-God bone marrow must now be
accelerated. Mary Mother pulls open the flap and Mary Magdalene
enters. She stands midway between the entrance and Jesus for a
moment. Jesus sniffles.)
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JESUS (pulling Himself out of it): It’s not you. There’s quite a lot going
on right now. So ... it’s good to have you back.

MARY MAGDALENE (lowering her head, tears): I don’t know what to
say.

JESUS: I don’t require much.

MARY MAGDALENE: I'm so ashamed. You redeemed me, and I just
threw it all away.

JESUS: Well, that’s not much of a redemption if it can be lost in a day,
is it?

MARY MAGDALENE: I owe You everything, and I just don’t think I
can do it.

JESUS: Do what?
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MARY MAGDALENE: Live up to it. Repay You. How could I leave,
how could I go back to the place I was, and I didn’t even come back on
my own; they had to get me. I just can’t live up to it.

JESUS: Well, that’s true.

(Mary cries harder.)

JESUS (CONT’D): But you don’t have to. I just want your heart. The
Father just wants your heart. Give us that, which you already have, and
the rest will come in time. Did you really think you’d never struggle or
sin again? I know how painful that moment was for you.

MARY MAGDALENE: I shouldn’t.

JESUS: Someday. But not here.

MARY MAGDALENE: I'm just so sorry.

JESUS: Look up.

MARY MAGDALENE: I can’t.

JESUS: You can. Look at Me. (She looks up.) 1 forgive you. It’s over.
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Prayer Focus

Talk to God about the condition of your heart. If your loyalty has been
divided, if you’ve continued living for yourself, if you’ve judged yourself by
a standard other than Jesus’s—admit those things to the Lord. Acknowledge
your inability to live a sinless life. Ask Him to forgive you and to make your
heart pure. Thank God that salvation depends on the purity of Jesus’s life and
His sacrificial death. Ask Him to empower you by His Holy Spirit to live out
of gratitude in the purity of heart that Jesus provides. Ask Him to help you
recognize His work in and around you now as you anticipate someday seeing

Him face to face.
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Sample Prayer
Dear God,

As much as | might try to look good
to other people, | acknowledge that |
sinfully fall short of Your standard of goodness.
Please forgive me for the impurity of my sin and
for the hypocritical ways in which I've tried to cover
it. Forgive me for trying to feel better about my own
sinfulness by condemning those around me. Thank
You for providing salvation through faith in Jesus
rather than through my inadequate efforts.

Please purify my heart and empower me by Your
Spirit to recognize Your work in and around
me, and to live joyfully for You now until |
meet You face to face in eternity.

Amen.
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Lesson 6

THE PURE IN HEART
and sights unseen

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”
Matthew 5:8




image4.png
EXT. JERICHO STREET

(Matthew and Simon walk down the street from The Nomad. Simon looks
exasperated, shell-shocked. Matthew plots—)

MATTHEW: She can’t have gone too far. We’ll cover more ground if
we split—

SIMON: We’re not doing that.

MATTHEW: We can meet at the stables!

SIMON: Didn’t you learn anything in there? Mary can obviously take
care of herself. YOU can’t.

MATTHEW: What if you were cut off from Jesus by something in your
past? Wouldn’t you want help getting back to Him as soon as possible?
SIMON (the notion hits Simon like a 2 x 4): Okay. We split up.
(pointing—) North. East. South. West. I’ll go north—

MARY MAGDALENE (off-screen): Boys?

(They freeze and turn. ANGLE ON—Mary twenty feet away. She sits on
a bench. Drunk. Swaying as she tries to squint the two Matthews and

two Simons out of her eves.)
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MATTHEW (rushing to her): Mary!

MARY MAGDALENE: I thought I was dreaming you.

(She trails off, overcome with emotion. Her eyes well. Matthew's look is
one of full acceptance. Simon scans the street for signs of danger.)
SIMON: Can you walk?

MARY MAGDALENE: I'm not going anywhere.

MATTHEW: We have to go back.

MARY MAGDALENE: No, I can’t.

SIMON: C’mon, Mary. He told us to come for you.

MARY MAGDALENE: No. He already fixed me once and I broke
again. I can’t face Him.

(As Mary weeps, Simon gives Matthew a look—he’s out of ideas. But
Matthew kneels before Mary.)
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MATTHEW: I’'m a bad person, Mary.

MARY MAGDALENE: Matthew ...

MATTHEW: No—my whole life, all for me. No faith.

MARY MAGDALENE: I do have faith in Him. Just not in me.
MATTHEW: I'm learning more about Torah and God because of you.
I’m studying harder because you are such a great student.

(Matthew prods Simon with a look. Say something!)

SIMON: Remember when we were at Zebedee’s? And they lowered that
man after breaking Zeb’s roof? We did that together. And they got to
meet Jesus because of your care for them and your good ideas.
MATTHEW: Ramah is beginning to read and write because of you. He
saved you to do all these things.

(Mary breaks down, keels over onto her knees, and vomits the poison
she’s consumed in the past forty-eight hours. Matthew immediately
tends to her, holding back her hair as she coughs and retches.)
MATTHEW (CONT’D): It’s all right ... it’s all right.




