Aim: Why was abolitionism the most important reform movement before the Civil War?


I. Anti-Slavery Arguments
· 1830’s Abolition: plan to end slavery 
Abolitionists argued:

1. Slavery is morally wrong 

2. cruel and inhuman 

3. violates democracy
II. Leaders of the Abolitionist Movement
a. William Lloyd Garrison 

· white abolitionist 

· editor of The Liberator
· demanded immediate emancipation of slaves

b. Frederick Douglass 

· born into slavery 

· escaped to New York

· speaker for abolition
· created The North Star
· adviser to Lincoln during the Civil War 

· fought for African-American rights
III. Women Abolitionist Leaders 


· Underground Railroad: a secret network of people who aided fugitive slaves 

a. Harriet Tubman
· helped over 300 slaves flee to freedom

· devoted speaker for abolition

b. Harriet Beecher Stowe 

· 1852 published Uncle Tom’s Cabin
· showed the cruelty of slavery

· Furthered tensions between North and the South

IV. Rebellions
a. Nat Turner 
· God had chosen him to end slavery

· 1831 killed 50 whites
· Wanted a slave uprising, but it failed 
· executed in 1831

b. John Brown 

· use force to overthrow slavery
· In 1859 he led an attack on the federal armory at Harper's Ferry
· Wanted to start a slave rebellion

· The rebellion failed

· tried and executed in 1859
