Aim: How can one describe the lives of the industrial workers in the late 19th century?


I. Labor Issues during the Industrial Revolution
· People became dependent on factory owners 

1. low wages---long hours---employed women and children---- unsafe factories

· Workers soon agreed on collective bargaining
· uniting as a group to make demands upon the employer

· this led to labor unions

II. Labor Unions after the Civil War
· 1865 labor unions grew

· court ruled that unions were not unlawful conspiracies

III. Labor Union Weapons

· Picket: workers parade outside the strikebound premises

· Boycott: workers request that consumers not buy from the strikebound company

· Publicity: appeal for support through picketing, newspapers, radio and television

· Strike: employees refuse to work until the employer gives in to demands

IV. Weapons of Employers
· Strikebreakers: filled the jobs of the striking workers

· Blacklisting: a list of persons or organizations that are boycotted

· Lockout: workers are banned from their jobs 

· Publicity: can win support by presenting his case in the public forum

V. Railroad Strike of 1877
· Railroad workers protested wage cuts and went on strike

· This led to riots, bloodshed, and destruction of property

· Rutherford B. Hayes called federal troops to end the strike

· Because of this they formed stronger unions

VI. The Haymarket Affair
· Knights of Labor allowed in all workers

· wanted an eight-hour work day and the abolition of child labor

· 1886, Chicago strikers were brutally attacked by the police 

· a bomb killed seven people and wounded sixty more in Haymarket Square
· Claimed to be started by a union member 
· people began to distrust organized labor

VII. Homestead Steel Strike
· Workers rejected a wage cut 

· Henry Clay Frick locked the workers out 

· Frick hired 300 Pinkerton guards 

· Riots broke out 

· National Guard sent in to end the strike

· The lockout continued for months and Carnegie defeated the union 

VIII. The Pullman Strike
· Workers went on strike to protest wage cuts 

· Eugene V. Debs boycotted all Pullman railway cars

· Railroad owners obtained a court injunction

· Injunction: court order that forbids a union to strike, picket or boycott 

· President Cleveland dispatched troops to end the strike 

· The troops broke the strike and the boycott soon collapsed
