Are you ready for your marching orders?  

You ready to go out into the world 


living out what the Corinthians have been told 


and what we have spent the last two summers looking at?  

If so, 


then you came on the right Sunday, 



because Paul gives them to us.  

The first four imperatives should sound like any other captains orders to his troops. 


Be on guard, 


stand firm, 


be courageous, 


be strong.  

But verse 14 throws us a curveball, 


something you would not expect General Patton to conclude his speech with.  


Nor would you expect William Wallace, 



in his face paint and kilt, 



riding back and forth on his horse, 



building up his speech to its climax to say, 




“Do everything with loveeeee!!!”

So I would like to spend some time looking at these five imperatives of Paul, 


what he was expecting for the Corinthians, 


and what we can expect from life 



as fellow brothers and sisters in the faith with the Corinthians.  

Because the reality is, 


we need these promptings as well.

The first thing to notice about the four is, 


that they are a progression.  

As much as we would like to believe that if we just stand watch, 


we will never have problems, 



that is not the case.  

If we just keep our children out of harms way, 


they will have no issues.  



Paul knows that is not the case.  

So instead, 


he gives us the pieces of each stage.  

We start out, 


watching for the enemy.  

When the enemy appears, 


we are to stand firm, 



not retreat, 



but hold our ground.  


We can do so 



because the enemy has already been defeated 




when Jesus died on the cross.  



Death lost its' sting.  

Nonetheless, 


even without its sting, 



we still must wrestle with death until Jesus returns, 




so do so boldly, 




with courage, 





knowing that God is on our side, 




so what can stand against us?  

Finally, 


we are told to be strong, 



for we will be engaged in conflict 



and need to use all of our resources to their fullest.

Since we are watching for the enemy, 


a good question to ask is, 



who am I looking for, 



who's face is on the wanted poster?  

Paul uses the word 'watch' in many contexts.  


For we are to be watching for Jesus' return, 


we are to be watching for Satan's work, 


and we are to be watching for corrosive influences.  

The context of the last 15 chapters 


and the exhortation of Stephanas as a good influence to be embraced, 



would lead us to this last one in this case.  

Much of Paul's correction 


has been their overlooking of these influences, 


which left unaddressed, 



threaten to destroy the church.

The second imperative builds on this, 


with “stand firm in the faith.”  

The corrosive influences only influence us 


if we are free to be influenced.  

Or another way to picture this is, 


something is only moved 



if it is not secured in something else.  

I have had miserable, 


loud nights in a tent, 

and I have had silent nights 


in the same tent 



on windy nights.  

The difference being 


that the tent was firmly staked down into the earth.  



There was nothing free to rattle or flap in the wind.  

When we are not grounded well in our faith, 


things that never bothered us before 


can get the better of us.  

When we have forgotten that Jesus died for our sins, 


we have much less tolerance for the sins of others.  

When we ignore the reality that all we have is God's gift, 


we think we earned everything 


and have to protect it at any cost.  

If we are reading scripture regularly, 

remembering Christ's way, 

being humbled by the beatitudes as our calling as children of God, 


the corrosive influences find a teflon coating.  

Without being rooted in our faith, 


they find bare metal ready to grow rust.

As we reach the 3rd and 4th callings, 


we deal with the reality that the corrosive influences need to be addressed.  

Paul has given them a plethora of issues that need immediate attention.  


Issues that are going to leave some people in the church upset, 



possibly threatening to leave 




and take their homes and money with them.  

So Paul echoes Psalm 31's closing commands, 


to remind them of God's faithfulness, 



“Be strong, 



take courage.”  

He knows the resistance that those who stand in the truth will face, 


the Psalm spelled it out for us, 



the people talking in the streets about us, 



those little attacks threatening to wear us down and break us, 



the isolation from our community for holding to a different standard.  

But through it all, 


the Psalmist rests in who God is 


and is revived and strengthened continually.  

We can not hold the whole world up by ourselves, 


but God can.

We are to hold to the truth 


and be ready to address it with our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ 



who are not living as they should.  

This is where our individual thinking gets us into trouble.  


For it is always easier to say, 



“They are grown adults, 



they can make their own decisions 




and live with the consequences



It doesn't affect me.”  

Which is true, 


if we were all individual bodies.  

However, 


if we were to live out the idea that we are a body, 


one body, 



with many parts, 


we would not leave wounds, 


growths, 


or injuries unaddressed.  

When we have an abnormal growth, 


we have it checked out and addressed.  

A cut is stitched or closed up.  


The reason for this is, 



those wounds let corrosive influences in 



or are corrosive influences.  

If cancer growing is not addressed, 


it like leaven, 



works it's way through the whole body, 



until it consumes it.  


That is the high calling the church is to address.

The way it addresses it, 


is the fifth command that makes us able to do this, 


and still survive as a body.  

We are to watch, 

stand, 

be courageous 

and strong, 


“in love.”  

This is not infatuated, 


my child can do no wrong 



in love.  

This is chapter 13 love. 


Love that is patient and kind. 


Love that does not envy,  



boast, 



nor is proud.  


It does not dishonor others, 



seek itself, 



is easily angered,



or keep a record of wrongs.  


This love does not delight in evil 



but rejoices with the truth.  


It is the type of love that always protects, 



always trusts, 



always hopes, 



and always perseveres.  


It is an active love.  

It knows that people will not change right away, 


but also knows that God's grace is irresistible 


and they can not withstand his love forever, 



so the body keeps on working where the Spirit leads.  

This is the love that Paul commands them to use 


in addressing the issues that face them.  

They need it for the quarrels among their leaders, 

their relationship with Paul, 

lawsuits that are happening amongst the believers, 

relationships between husbands and wives, 

abuse of the weak, 

abuse of the the have-nots in the Lord's Supper, 

and worship that does not edify the body that is the Church.  


These are the current issues of the Corinthian church 



that Paul is aware that need to be addressed.  

Some of them happen within our context 


and we need to address them as well.  

Other unmentioned issues are where we may need to apply love 


while addressing the corrosive influences.

A practical way to start, 


is by looking to those who brought us into the faith 


or have sustained their faith over an extended period of time.  

Paul encourages the church to look to Stephanus and his family, 


who have already gone through the trials of being faithful 



as the first believers in Corinth.  


Those who accepted the faith on the basis of Paul's gospel, 



which is to bring God's Kingdom here, 


rather than other versions of the gospel 



that had been corroded 



and promoted individual Kingdoms being established.

This is not implying that Stephanus 

or even Paul 


had all mysteries of God figured out.  

But it is to say that those who have endured many trials 

and started 

and maintained who God is over the years, 


are worth giving an ear to.  

We are to submit to them in ministry 


as they are to do with us in our ministry.

We should also hear the value in visiting our old friends in the faith.  


Paul rejoices in the comradely that he experiences from the three men's visit.  



They bring a breath of fresh air 




to a man who was facing pressures in Ephesus.  



They reminded him of what he was doing 




and the new life he was sharing with the Ephesians.  

Those friends who have already left town 

and those of you who are about to leave, 


will do that with the bodies you return to.  

You will also bring a fresh breath back to us in the Spring.  


You have the capability of doing that, 



just by showing up.  

Those of us who are sticking around, 


remember the blessing you are 



when you travel and visit your old haunts 



and encourage the brothers and sisters there 




with what God is doing in your life.  

If nothing else, 


you will give a fresh perspective to those who have been on watch 


and standing firm for sometime.  

A fresh set of eyes to see the world 


and the way it is working.  

Let us support the Body of Christ 


where ever we go


 in whatever way we can.  

For that is what love does.

Those are your marching orders,

 
from the commander of love.
