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Montello Lake was once partly a cranberry bog.

That’s Mr. Underwood with his big squash.
The ad for cranberries above was in the
Montello paper in 1897. Underwood
shipped some of his cranberries on the
steam ships that travelled on the Fox River through the locks in Montello that no longer operate but you can see the old lock channel in Montello. Underwood’s house was where the
Bay View Resort is now located. He did all kinds of interesting things like stocking fish in
Buffalo Lake and planting lotus plants in Buffalo and Montello Lakes. Cranberries grew wild
in the wetlands and bogs in Marquette County. They were used by Indians and settlers in
Marquette County probably learned many ways to use cranberries from these first people.
The Pilgrims learned about cranberries from the Native Americans and that knowledge came
with later settlers as they moved west. Wild cranberries are smaller and taste differently
from the ones that are grown today, but the wild cranberries still grow in Marquette County
bogs and wetlands.
Look at the map and list the names of the municipalities this road trip takes you
through. Remember, there are cities, villages and towns. This is a little tricky. Look closely
at where Brakebush Brothers is located.
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The roads in Marquette County have changed over the years.
They’ve been renamed and even moved. Once they were only sand
tracks and then were surfaced in gravel. Some were even made out
of wood. Remember the road that young John Muir helped to build
out of tamarack logs was called a corduroy road. That is still a road
here in Marquette County, but now covered by asphalt. If you are
following along on the map and travelling south of Brakebush, you’ll
be driving on old Highway 51. The highway was moved when first it
was improved and then Interstate 39/51 was built. Moving the
highway meant that many communities along the old highway 51 grew
smaller and businesses closed because no one stopped to eat, shop
and get gas anymore in towns like Endeavor and Packwaukee. You
could travel from New Orleans, Louisiana to Hurley, Wisconsin on old
highway 51 and still can do that on the new Interstate which is
30/51 through Marquette County. They even had to move some
pioneer graves when they built the new 39/51.
Keep following on the map and you’ll come to Packwaukee and the
causeway that travels over the Fox River/Buffalo Lake. Below are
photos of the causeway at different times in history. Remember,
that the Fox River used to flow freely before it was dammed and
the only way across was by canoe, boat or ferry before bridges and
roads were built. The bridges had to
be lifted up or rotated for boats/
ships to pass through.
The railroad bridge photo shows a
train going across the big bridge over
Buffalo Lake/Fox River at
Packwaukee. The middle part rotated
to let ships go through.
This bridge swung up
to let boats through.

This part of the bridge rotated around to let ships
through.
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There were at least 56 one room rural schools that once
dotted the countryside of Marquette County. In addition, there were also graded schools at one
time in Oxford, Westfield, Neshkoro, Germania, Harrisville, Montello, Endeavor and Packwaukee and
high schools in Montello, Westfield, Oxford, Endeavor and Neshkoro. Here is a map that shows where
all these schools were once located. Volunteers at the Marquette County Historical Society put this
map together.
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Briggsville

Did you know there is a labyrinth in Westfield? Write that word: _____________ It’s the
Andy Polk Memorial Labyrinth. Andy Polk was beloved teacher who died and people honored
him with this labyrinth. Labyrinths are curved paths kind of like a maze. People quietly
walk along the path and concentrate on their walking to find peace.
They are built all over the world and people have been walking them
for hundreds and hundreds of years. This one is on the grounds of
the Westfield High School and people are invited to come and walk
its paths. Left is the Andy Polk Memorial Labyrinth and right is an
example of a labyrinth pattern and the path you follow.
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Answers
6.

What communities in Marquette County have schools in
them today? There are five of them in Marquette County and one Westfield School
District school just north of the county line.

