March 29, 2020
Zoom Worship

Service of the Word

Statement of Welcome
We, the community of First Lutheran Church of Bothell, proclaim
the message that the grace of our Lord is infinitely inclusive and
that everyone is welcome. We believe that Christ calls us to
reconciliation and wholeness in a world of alienation and
brokenness.
As a Reconciling in Christ congregation and as disciples of Christ
seeking justice and reconciliation among all peoples, we at First
Lutheran Church welcome all into the fullness of God’s love. We
welcome everyone, without exception and regardless of sex,
race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical
and mental ability, age, or station in life. We recognize that
each person is a unique creation of God, and through grace, a
child of God.
All are welcome at First Lutheran.
All are welcome to worship, to hear the Good News, to receive
the sacraments, and to share in fellowship and service. As
members of First Lutheran Church, we pledge ourselves and our
congregation to exercise our faith in Christ, treasuring one
another’s similarities while embracing our God-given differences.
We pledge that we will strive to live as a reconciling people, in
our life together and in our outreach to the world.
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Fifth Sunday in Lent
PRELUDE
WELCOME
OPENING HYMN: Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand (ELW 441)

MEDITATION

“Poem”, by Mary Oliver
The spirit
likes to dress up like this:
ten fingers
ten toes,
Shoulders, and all the rest
at night
in the black branches,
in the morning
in the blue branches
of the world.
It could float, of course,
but would rather
plumb through rough matter.
Airy and shapeless thing,
it needs
the metaphor of the body,
lime and appetite,
the oceanic fluids;
it needs the body’s world,
instinct
and imagination
and the dark the dark hug of time,
sweetness
and tangibility,
to be understood,
to be more than pure light
that burns
where no one is—
so it enters us—
in the morning
shines from brute comfort
like a stitch of lightening;
and at night
lights up the deep and wondrous
drownings of the body
like a star.

SPECIAL MUSIC: Sigrun Payne, Alexia Payne

THE WORD: MARK 13:1-8; 24-37
As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, "Look, Teacher, what
large stones and what large buildings!" Then Jesus asked him, "Do you see these
great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown
down."
When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James,
John, and Andrew asked him privately, Tell us, when will this be, and what will be
the sign that all these things are about to be accomplished? Then Jesus began to say
to them, "Beware that no one leads you astray. Many will come in my name and say,
'I am he!' and they will lead many astray. When you hear of wars and rumors of
wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. For
nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be
earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of the
birth pangs.
"But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will
not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the
heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in clouds' with
great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from
the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. "From the fig tree
learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you
know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you
know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass
away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will not pass away. "But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do
not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he
leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the
doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake--for you do not know when
the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow,
or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say
to you I say to all: Keep awake."
Word of God.
Word of life.
SERMON
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Jesus, you encouraged your followers to obey only your voice, and promised
that they would see your glorious presence. In these peculiar times, it sure feels
like the end is near, we need your assurances more than ever. In your glory
teach us to obey and live in faith in our current normal. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY: God Loved the World (ELW 323)

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We are not alone, we live in God's world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God's presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
God of life, bind your faithful people into one body. Enliven the church with your
Spirit and bless the work of those who work for its renewal. Accomplish your work of
salvation in us and through us, for the sake of the world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of life, you love the world you have made and you grieve when creation suffers.
Restore polluted lands and waterways. Heal areas of the world ravaged by storms,
floods, wildfires, droughts, or other natural disasters. Bring all things to new life.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of life, show redemption to all who watch and wait with eager expectation:
those longing for wars to cease, those waiting for immigration paperwork to
finalize, those seeking election, and those in dire need of humanitarian relief. Come
quickly with your hope. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of life, you weep with those who grieve. Unbind all who are held captive by
anxiety, despair, or pain. Especially those we now name in our hearts. Silence is
held. Fill us with compassion and empathy for those who struggle, and keep us
faithful in prayer. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of life, we give thanks for opportunities for this congregation to collaborate
with our community in caring for the needs of our neighbors. In this time of
pandemic continue to encourage us to reach out to our neighbors. Strengthen our
ties with other local congregations, agencies, and services. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of life, you are our resurrection. We remember all those who have died and
trust that, in you, they will live again (especially). Breathe new life into our dry
bones, that we, too, might live with you forever. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we
commend them to you; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
OFFERING
LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
CLOSING PRAYER
Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out
with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us
and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

BENEDICTION
Now may the Lord bless you and keep you, may God’s face shine on you in mercy
and grace, and may the Creator, the Savior of the World, and the Holy Spirit be with
you now and always.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN: NEXT PAGE
POSTLUDE
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HYMN: My Hope is Built (ELW 597)
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About Lent
The Lenten season begins on Ash Wednesday (February 26) and lasts 40
days (excluding Sundays which are “little Easters”). The English word
Lent is a shortened form of the Old English word lencten, meaning
“spring season.” This liturgical season is a time for reflection, repentance
(turning back to), affirmation of our baptisms, deepening of our spiritual
practices, in short a time for rebirth and renewal. For us in the Northern
Hemisphere these are themes we associate with the coming spring time.
It is a time to prepare ourselves for Easter through a rehearsing of the
story of Jesus’ arrest, suffering, crucifixion, death, and resurrection.
Holy Week worship begins with Palm Sunday (April 5). This is the day that
we remember Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem and his quick
betrayal. There is no real benediction since we understand that we are
in worship the entire week as one long worship service. Wednesday we
will have prayer around the cross, Maundy (Latin for command) Thursday
we are taught about the giving of the command to love one another and
the institution of the Lord’s Supper. Good Friday we gather to hear the
story of Jesus’ suffering and death.
The expectation is that the worshipping community experiences this story
together to prepare for the Easter Season.

