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Re Birth Day
By Wade Anderson

Let's pray: "Heavenly Father [ invite Your Holy Spirit to be the teacher here today AND every day. Help me fo relay the
message that You were revealing to me thiz moming. | thank You Lord for Your love that is being revealed o me each and
every day that | walk with You, Holy Spint ... show me now what the Father has sent You fo share with us all. Thank You
Father for Your faithfwiness, thank You Lond Jesus for Your abedence and thank You Haoly Spint far bringimg the Falthers
Word fo us. In Jesus name AMEN! AMEN! AMENT"

In the wee early of the moming | was awakanead to some sort of awareness but not awake, with my eves still closed, It
seamed as though | was in the canter of a huge crowd with so much going on around mea. At first it was like | was at a big
party but none like any I'd ever been too. Then it seemed that | was being drawn back a little bit at a time and no longer in
the midst of it all, Remember, | felt someawhat conscious in all of this 50 as | was being drawn back | thought that | had
seen all that was going to be shown to me. | remember thinking that maybe | was only supposed o see a glimpse, for the
time being. VWatching it all start to get smaller and thinking all of it was fading away, at first | was trying to squint {o still see
the piciure but then | quickly realized | didn't have 0. As | was being drawn back | then began 1o see from an even
broader view, the bigger picture. And the further | got from whiat | believed was the actual event, the more clear | could see
how HUGE the party was going on, around and now right in front of mea. So, now lat's sea what the massage is.

If | were to ask you all the question, "How many of you 10 years, 5 years, 2 years or even 30 days ago would have
believed that you would NOW be serving Jesus would have your hands in the air?” WOW! Look around you, see all those
hands in the air? You can believe that mine was the first to go up as well. Why do you figure that is? Well, | dont want any
of you to think that | am the one throwing all of us under the bus so Il use Scripture to explain.

Pretty simply Jasus explains my situation, "I e e el feves me s of 9 pipastaion, G e b are sl
0 s Enmne 0 el me dheee wibe i dhay £ rpiteens, bl Gess wie fmew Tiay O St £ Hesd 40

FEPERL® (Luke 5:31)

First of all, before | asked Jesus into my heart my whole life was extremely a mess, For thiry plus years, | was on &
downward spiral out of control. For the last ten plus years of that time, | knew and even acknowledged that mess but didn't
truly know it was this relationship that | have with Jesus today that | was 50 much in need of, | did have some “church’ in a
few of my early years. In probably the last 2-3 years of that ‘mess', when | was in my shop alone, | would set and wrile
trying to get what was in my head and put it on paper thinking that might help me. And truthfully | was so confused that |
even titted some of those writings Thoughts/Feelings. Not realizing it at the time, but several years |ater after | gave my life
to Jesus | found some of those writings and in them | also found that most of the things I'd tried to work through ALL
seemed to have a prayer of great urgency in them. | want it to be known that my mather did her best to raise us five boys
by herself, to treat other pecple the way that we would like 1o be treated, be respectful. Paul tells us in Romans, "Even
Gentiles, who do not have God's written law, show thaf they know His law when they instinctively obey it, even
without having heard it. They demonsitrate that God's law is written in their hearts, for their own conscience and
thoughts either accuse them or tell them they are doing right.” (Romans 2:14-15) | hadn't gene so far that | didn't
have a conscience, In fact, it was my own conscience that was haunting me 50 much, | knew the things | was involved
with were wrong, and mom would NOT have approved. But | was the boss of me now ... and ... well as you are reading
.o that didn't work out the way | believed it would,

Probably the mast quoted Scripture in the Bible is found in the Book of John. “IH&r Ead &9 lawed dhe wwerE fhed K

g RIS G g eoly S, Mhat wisdwer balfinas i S sl oot peciel Dol v alsemdl 178, (John 3:16) But
honestly, just because someone can guete something does not mean that they have an understanding of it. From infanis
and aven into adulthood we are taught to memor ize things or use our intellect, our ‘'minds’. The understanding that will
truly make a difference in and throughout cur lives is when we make a *heart' connection to what we are confessing. Take
this for instanca, Many people ara taught that 'eternal Iife” is what we receive when we laave this world and go to be with
God in heaven. That is the truth, but its NOT the whole truth. Jesus gives us the true definition of eternal life and it begins
the second we receive Jesus as our Lord and Savior. Listen. =&ad fkis is dbe wepy @9 fews etanme! fifs-ds G W, dhe
gy s S, aeE JEsms Qe e ame Vo st D @irii” (John 17:3)

| spoke a lithe bit about ‘knowing God' in last month's newslatter. In context, the phrase "D TiEan” Wy, dhe crly e
End), A0 Jeens GlrE here know! is the Greek word | 1097) ginosko, pronounced ghin-cce-ko and its meaning is; fo
‘know’ (absolutely) in a great variety of applications, as follow, be aware of, feel, have knowledge of, be sure and under-
stand. | personally believe this to be an intimate wordterm. The reason | say this is because it wasn't until | developed a
hunger and thirst to "know’ with a deeper understanding of who God and Jesus WERE/ARE that | began to sense and feel
His presence in my own life.
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If's as simple as the way this arlicle was birthed, In spite of what some people might think, | didn have to0 much pizza the
night before | had this dreamivisionfimpariation. NO! 1 'knew' it was God speaking to me even before my eyes were open.
Haly Spirit stayed right there with me tapping on my heart uniil | became conscious enough to realize it. Because | wanted
ta 'know' more and | kept my head and haart right there wherea He could speak 1o me and show ma things, He continued
to pour Scripture after Scripture inside of me.

Mot everyone agrees with me, and that's perfectly fine, but when I'm helping someone begin their new relationship with
Jesus | always encourage them to begin reading the Book of John, Thea reason for that is first, | don't want them to gat
dizscouraged trying to understand the Old Testament begats, or why God is smiling 5o many pecple. And second, John
had a revelation of who Jesus truly was, read John 1:7-5,74. If we fruly desire o know His voice over the lies of the
enemy or know that it's Him guiding us, then | always recommaend John. John 'knew’ by revelation of Holy Spirit that Jesus
was NOT just a man or a prophet but that He was God. John said, "ln Him was life, and that life was the light of all
mankind.” (John1:4) Mow listen how the NLT shares that same Scripture, "The Word gave life to everything that was
created, and His life brought Hght fo everyone.” Isn'l that exactly the way John began John 7:7 (NLT)? “In the begin-
ning the Word already existed, The Word was with God, and the Word was God.”

The reason I'm explaining this in this way is NOT to make me sound like I'm some sort of 'specdial’ spirtual person, NOTI
share these things to show you how easy it is to hear and follow God, once wea get to know Him'. Believe me | am no dif-
ferent than any one of you reading this. In fact, | still believe that | was the "poster child' for these next Scriplures. "But
God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame
the strong. God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things-and the things that are not-to nullify
the things that are, so that no one may boast before him." (1 Corinthians 1;27-25%) Brothers and sisfers, there is no
way that | will EVER boast in my own abilities or gualifications. | just shared above that | was an oul of control train on the
fast track for complete destruction before Jesus came into my life AND He WILL do the same in each of your lives ... IF
wou will allew Hirn 10!

In John 3:1-15, we find a story about a man named Nicodamus, Nicodemus was a Phansea who was also a member of
the Jewish ruling counsel. The Hebrew definition of a Pharisee is; The Pharizee ("separalist”) party emerged largely out of
the group of scribes and sages, Their name comes from the Hebrew and Aramaic parush or parushi, which means "one
whao is separated ™ It may refer to thelr separalion from Gentiles, sources of mival impunty or from irreliglous Jews. Google
shares that a Fharisee was a member of an ancient Jewish sect, distinguished by sirict cbservance of ihe fraditional and
wrillen law, and commorly held o have prelentions 1o supemor sanclily ... a self nighleous person; a hypocnbe,

Thesa men hung out in the synagogue (church) always looking for someone to come against with all their self-righteous-
ness. They thought' they were the cock of the walk, sirutting around the streets in their beautiful robes and gowns. They
didn't like Jesus one bit and ware always irying to catch Him doing ANYTHING they didnt approve of, in the name of the
law, and quick in their attempt to get Him in the trick bag. All through the Gospels we find references of the Pharisees
scamming and scheming to put an end to Jesus and His mission, They thought of themselves as law keepers' in every
way and when others didn't believe the way they did you were considered a BLASPHEMER'! Now without a show of
hands how many of you steered away from 'church’ in the past because of the way you had previously been treated by
the ‘religicus’ people in them? It is no different today than it was the days that Jesus walked this earth, There are still
plenty of modern day Pharisees evenywhera, and many unwilling to believe the message of Grace! Those that judge
others by their wrong doings yet judge themselves by their intentions. Just saying ...

Even though Micodemus was a member of the Pharisee he was different from the others, Because of his curigsity in the
things Jesus spoke about and the many miracles he witnessed Him doing in the sireets the Bible says, "He came o
Jesus af night.” Because of his curiosity, Micodemus was becoming a believer but still unwilling to risk his position with
the other Pharisees so he came to Jesus under the cover of night. In following ‘their’ standard procedure, in the daylight
most eveny encounter with Jesus the Phanisees would ridicule Him and do their best to make a public speclacie of Him,
comparing His speech and actions to the law. Betwaen law and grace there s NO balanca. This is exactly what Jesus was
speaking about in Marthew 8:76-17 when He sald, *T oo s & e of o sfieely aioih om s el g fe
Sies, I ey dify, T SR vl forsd (b wiod vl fr o Srd B0 rdieslane ol &l fateddl (8, Ty B M
e B Gy weieesliies, £roE Bedls oy ErRearmEEl Y Hopefully not since we've come 1o Jesus but I'm pretty confident
that many of us can ralate to ‘'under the cover of night 1o do something we sura hoped our ‘crew’ would NOT find out
about. S0 there's no rock throwing here, right?

Watching intently as Jesus moved about fulfiling His purpose | believe that Holy Spint was at work inside of Nicodemus.

Now, standing face 1o face with Jesus, eager to leam and "under the cover of night’ he made a bold statement for a

Pharizee. He said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the
.. Confinued on page 9
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THIS IS THE CONFIDENCE WE HAVE IN APPROACHING GOD: THAT IF WE ASK ANYTHING ACCORDING TO HIS
WILL, HE HEARS UsS. AND IF WE KNOW THAT HE HEARS US - WHATEVER WE ASK - WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE
WHAT WE ASKED OF HIM. 1 JOHN 5:14-15 (NIV)

¥ i
Prager Ineqnests
To my Overcomers, please pray that God secures this new
financial situation so that | can have a sure foot forward ...
J.L.

Pleass join me in prayer ... Heavenly Father, in Jesus' mighty
name, we come to You in prayer, giving you all the praise and
glary. We cast all our cares and worries upon You becauss You
care, We're 50 thankful for the demonstration of Your power
through our struggles and concerns overcoming adversity for
the glory of Your throne, We shout Your name on high with
lowe and waorship, singing to You bringing delight to You., We
love You and seek You first and all Your rightecusness, trusting
that all will be acdded to us, Protect us Father as we fight this
good fight of faithin Jesus' powerful name ... Amen ... AA.

Thank you and God bless you, can you please pray for me that
God will give me the wisdom to live for Christ and be a
Christ-like person. | am living for Christ ... AP

Now I'm seeking your help with my struggles with my walk
with God. | really need assistance with help on walking a
sober life and reconnecting with people. If you can guide me
to a program that can be of help with living arrangements as
wiell a5 a job but most of all reconnecting with my daughter
and her mother. Please | ask for your prayers in my time of
darkness. Thank you and God bless you all ... H.C

I'm asking for prayer that the Lord will help me find the way
forward im myy life, P not sure what to do next. 5o, | ask for
wisdom and confidence while thanking the Lord that His
plans for me are alwaws good. Asking God to help me trust in
Him ta guide me and to be patient to open new doors of
opporunity ... Amen ... I'm grateful that | can write to you all
and | can be sure that my letter will be read, that | will receive
a response even if it's a simple prayer, and that is comforting
in and of itself, 50 "thank you" to all of vou, looking forward to
what the Lord has in store for all of us ... MJD.

| beg you to please pray for my dear friend, Jeff B., wh is at
hospice fight mow, so I've been told. | do niot know which one
though. He is a believer in Christ, and I've been told ha is
alane. | want him ta know that | will see him when | get homea
to heaven, and that | love him and not to fear. Please raise his
name up in prayer with me. | ask and pray for this in the name
of Jesus Christ, a5 God lives. God has me safely resting in His
shadow [Psalms 91). Breathing in the breath of the Holy
Spirit ... J.5.

1 2k if vou will pray for my sister, Verna Mae, she has incurable
cancer and she is stubbom, My brother, Glen, he had a stroke
and he neads an aparation on his haart and he i stubbarn
too, My little brother was hooked on drugs, | don't know if he
still is but he acts like he's talking to himself all the time.
Please pray for them, thank vou so kindly. Pray that | go home
s00n to be with my loved ones and that | keep the right path
with the Lord's plan ... B.T.

Praize Neports
I wanted to let you know how | was doing. I'm now at Lewis,
the church here has made me the worship and praise leader.
I'm teaching them my music and drawing cards faor them to
send to their families, You are in my prayers ... DL

5o here | am, in prison with my faith and hope in my Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ. My faith has not wavered. | believe
that lesus Christ died &n the Cross for our sins and rose on

the 3rd day ... R.L.

I want to say thanks for your monthly publications, e been
reading them for about two years now, since you came and
seen me In the county jail. | still read them and they keep my
head, spirit, and soul in the faith of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Ezpecially at this time, I've been going through some health
problems in this prison, | almost didn't make it. It could have
been cancer, | had surgery and in recovery, I'm waiting te go
back to the doctor in another month to see if P cleared of
cancer and everything else. It was you that got me to put all
oy faith in the Lord and | want to say thank you for your
knowledge and schooling to put my trust, faith and lifein
Jesus Chirist He is the one getting me through all this and
letting me see anather day. (Shwreomers for (Sirist are good
people. who made me think and make that change and be
savied, Thank you a lot, Without any of that who knows what
would have happened tome ... LS.

Today is my birthday and | thank God for the gift of life, and
for laving me befare | even understood what love meant. His
miercy endures forever ... Amen ... AR.

| got moved way out in south Tucsen and more than ever |
want you to have my address, <o | don't miss a newsletter for

Iwill be looking for God's blessings in them. | do not know

why | was moved but it must somehow be God's will 5o it

will be to God's glory. It is too Far for my mom to drive, 5o
won't be able to see her here, but with God amything is
possible even to go home. The truth can setyou free. I'm

keeping vouin my prayers and thoughts and hope all the

best for you ... 5.F.

| wanted to lat you know that | got the card that you sent
me. | thank you so much for doing all that vou guys have
done for me. | also want to thank you for sticking it out with
me over the years. | wanted to let vou guys know that | am
right with Jesus again. | know | have my struggles but I'm
starting to realize that these are opportunities to get closer
to Him and stronger in my faith. You guys have helped me
out a great deal through my ups and downs as well, Your
church is a big blessing in miy life and | wouldn't ask for
maore. Thank you, all of you for the love, support, and affec-
tion you have given me. | lave you guys and | kniow in my
heart that you are my family from heaven. Thank you Jasus
o KGHL
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God Will Help You Understand
By .J.S.

Man, it feels good to have that spark back! And not to mention the way God worked it all cut. Level 3's don't go to court
with Level 2's. So, it took me being in the hole on Level 2. Running into M and not the first time that day, but the second
time when we actually talked about God and our walks. Well played Lord, well played!

As of [ately, 've been getting a kot betler of an understanding of what P'm reading and not only in my new Bible but also
that book I've been reading from Katie Souza has been very eye opening. 3o, Praise God for that because that's always
bBaan a struggle for me. So with thal being said, | was reading through Proverbs 28 a few days ago and want to share
what | experienced through the newsletter.

My brothers and sisters, do you ever sit down and read your Bible and get such an understanding and sense of truth and
importance of God's Word, and in a way that you want others to do the same? Well, today thal happened to mal As | read
through Prowerbs 28, | fell several versus pop out al me more Ihan usual. | coulkdn't help but to reread them, meditate on
them, and get lost in thought about how true God's Word really is. After highlighting them, and even putting one on my
wall to memarize - Proverbs 28:14 - “Blessed are those who fear to do wrong, but the stubborn are headed for
serious trouble.” | was overcome with the need (o share them. | also want to mention that I'm reading out of an NLT
(Mew Living Translation) Bible, and had | not baen, | don’t think | would have gol the understanding | did. I'm not tning to
knock any other versions of the Bible because it's all God's Word, but if you are like me, sometimes a little boost is all it
takes o understand things the way God wants you 1o,

Proverbs 28:6 - Betlter to be poor and honest than to be dishonest and rich.

Proverbs 28:10 - Those who lead good people along an evil path will fall into their own trap, but the honest will
inherit good things.

Proverbs 28:13 - People who conceal their sins will not prosper, but if they confess and turn from them, they will
receive mercy.

Proverhs 28:74 - Blessed are those who fear to do wrong, bul the stubborm are headed for serfous frouble.
Proverbs 28:18 - The blameless will be rescued from harm, but the crooked will be suddenly destroyed.
Proverbs 28:19 - A hard worker has plenty of food, but a person who chases fantasies ends up in poverty.

Proverhs 28:20 - The trustworthy person will get a rich reward, but a person who wants quick riches will get into
troubie,

Proverbs 28:22 - Greedy people try to get rich gquick but don't realize they're headed for poverty.
Proverbs 28:25 - Greed causes fighting,; trusting the Lord leads fo prosperily.
Provertis 28:26 - Those who trust their own insight are foolish, but anyone who walks in wisdom is safe.

Proverbs 28:2T7 - Whoever gives to the poor will lack nothing, but those who close their eyes (o poverty will be
cursed.

iy Father in heaven and on earth, thank You. | have asked You through prayer to help me understand Your Word so that
I'm not discouraged and You have helped me to see things a lof clearer. In everyone of these versas if it wasn't at leasl
one of bwo words, it was the whole varse that You used to spaak diractly 1o me and situations I'm dealing with, struggling
with or need strengthened in. | ask Lord that You will do the same with all of my brothers and sisters that may be strug-
gling as | have, | thank You for that becausa it has already been dona, Philippians 4:18 says, "And this same God who
takes care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious riches, which have been given to us in Christ
Jesws. " If your need is for God to give you insight and understanding of the Bible, trust and believe that’s a need He will
meet! God bless you all and never give up, | have too many times and as you already know LIFE NEVER WORKS OUT
THE WAY IT SHOULD WITHOUT Him
Ghercomers for (Shrist @0, Box 42023 Phoeniy, Arizona 85050
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THE CALLED
By K.P.

Thank you 50 much for every prayer, newsletier and card throughout the vears. I'l tell yvou a rock solid truth about being
‘locked up'. Our God chastises those He loves and if we realize that He causes ALL things to work for the good to them
that love Him, those are THE CALLED according to His purpose. And we know that many are called, but few are chosen. |
want o encourage everyane who reads this to get a hold of the book by John Burke called Imagine Heaven. It will make
your hearts soar and your souls rejoice al the reality of our inhentance. | say often and you can oo, something the world
cannot say ... and thal is that | am not afraid of dying - I've already done that. Smooth seas do not make good sailors.
When you're down to nothing ... God's up to something! He who has ears hear what the Spant of God is saying unto all of
us. We are in a battle that has already been WOMNI That means we can all boldly fulfill our assignments and walk worthy of
thie vocation we have bean called to,

Remember - we dan't ever need to whine or spend time focusing on cur shortcomings or weaknesses, we need fo rejoice
i the fact that He is made strong in our weakngss ... meaning those are the very things He was beaten and crucified for,
and when you realize in faith that you are a fellow heir and more than a congqueror and leave whatever behind His great-
ness s shown for all 1o seel! SIT IS FINFISHED, ™ He said it, believe it

Put My Requests/Fears in God's Hands
By S.A.

First off, thank you so much for your card and uplifting words of praver, which | needed it the most at this time. | find
myself at times losing faith or having doubt if God is working not enly in my life, but Nicole's life alsa. | can't figure out how
to put all mry trust in His hands because to me that’s like giving up on her, and | can't do that, and | tell God this. | also ask
for a sign that she's ockay and safe along with my babies. | so badly want to hear from her just to have her know | love her
g0 mwch, and worry for her, | still write her, draw piclures and pray for her, God has given me a comfort and peace that |
know is from Him. But | wonder if He's working on Nicole at the same time, building the love and peace back between us.
The thoughts of giving up still come into my mind daily, but again | think if | do that I'l miss God's answer bringing her
back into my life. | just want to hear anything from her so bad.

The Book of James is one of my favorite books in God's Word. The Message Bible really explains it good.

God Brings Peace and Purpose to Our Lives
By AA.

Romans 8:28 - "And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God
and are called according to his purpose for them.”

| also love the Book of Romans and how woanderful Paul taught the message of grace inspired by the Holy Spint. The
Scriptures he wrote touch my heart in ways | never knew in the past. Since my re-birth in Christ, He has revealed peace in
miy heart and powar in my weakness,

2 Timothy 1:7 - “For God has not given us a spirit of fear and tirmidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline. ™

| have held on to those inspiring words of God through my current struggles with my second prison term and the separa-
tion of my wife and kids. | received divorce papers about a month ago and words of disappointment from my ex-wife and
kids. Our adversary is trying 1o steal the joy and the hearts towards me, but through the power of love and Christ's victory
over him, | declare viclory and | am confident through the Blood of Christ that | have been redeemed and set free of con-
demnation, Please pray for Michelle, Carter, Christian and Cole to have a forgiving heart towards me and regain a
peaceful relationship. | believe and receive God's promise for the future and count all sufferings as joy. Your card encour-
aged me and brought to my attention that | don't have to do this alone. Thank you for carng and taking the time to
respond back. God has a special woman oul there for me as long as | seek first the kingdom of God and His righteous-
ness ... all things will be added to me.
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Toots ible Study ot
Isaiah 1:1-7:25

When you feel lonely and separated from God, remember that God does not abandon youw. Our sins cut us off from Him.
The only sure cure for this kind of lonelingss is to restora the meaningful refationship with God by confassing your sins,
obeying His instructions, and communicating regularly with Hir'n_: Read Psalm 140:13; Isaiah 1:16-19; 1 John 1:9. (1:4-8)

Mothing can compare with or rival the place God must have in ¢ ?&E and minds. To place our hope elsewhere is

nothing but false pride. Place your confidence in God i 51 U;:r
When God blesses you with money iLi aunt it. 1 t you have to help others, not impress them,
(3:16=26) o

Some people drag thair sins around

. rogantly, but for others, their sins have bacomea a burden
that wears them out. Are you dragging 8

sins that you refuse o give up? Before you find yourself wom

out and useless, turn to the One Who promises i waly your burden of sin and replace it with a purpose for living
that is a joy to fulfill. See Matthew 11:28-30. (5:18-1!

We need to discover God's holiness ) Our daily frus! 5 DrEssuresand our shoricomings namow our view of
Gad. We need thae Bible's view of Gad as high and lifte pOWer L with our problems and concems. God's

roral perfaction, properly saan will purify us from si BaNse ouf mind of our pre g, and enable us to worship and to
serve, (6:1-3) ;

Often we use some excuse, such as not wanting 1

b1 unicating with Him. Don't let
anything keep you from hearing and obeying God

2 Corinthians 11:16-33

service to the Lord. (11:23-29)

Psalm 54:1-55:23
David said that God repays evil to his enemies. Proverbs 26:27 ' - hose who cause trouble will reap trouble,
What we have intended for others may blow up in our own face 1 nast and straightforward before God and others

is simpler, easier, and safer in the long run. (54:5)

Mothing hurts more than a wound from a friend, there may be imes w
you, Real friends stick by you in times of trouble and bring heal
friend are you? Don't betray those you love. :

frignds lovingly confront you in order to help
ceptance, and understanding. What kind of

Proverbs 23:1-5 e "
The point of this Proverb is to be careful when eatl .'?.:."i.l, 1 ﬁfpﬁjﬂ'iﬂ‘ influential person because he or she may try {o
bribe you. Mo good will come from the meal. (23:1-3) .

Don't spend your time chasing fleeting, earthly treasur
never be lost. (23:4-5) e

“Foot” Notes

Hey Ya‘ll when we say, "Gﬂd use me, " there m this line that we don't want to cross. Yet how many of us
=ak ¢ | liken it o how one might finesse a 18 pound salmon

Try to remeambar, we cant hustla God Fnrmmmlad o sap.anala oursetvas from the things of the warld,
Love to ya'll short and tall, Viaya con Dios ... Don't ridefaster that your angels can fiy!
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Re Birth Day By Wade Anderson conlinued from page 4
signs you are doing if God were not with him. " (John 3:2) Today we have the New Testament and can read of the
many different encounters Jesus was in and we get to read A LOT of Jesus' responses. But try to put yourself in Nicode-
mus' shoes that night. The response he got from Jesus was most definitely NOT the one he éver dreamed he would get.
Howw could he wrap his mind around this kind of a response? "Jesus replied, ey Sy UGl roag, i S GO 86F Ihe
Citmgatamm ef EEs mrtees fhay ars Serm fraEin.™ (John 3:3) What in the world does ‘born again' even meanT!

Mow very confused and maybe even thinking o himsalf, "Did | miss the mark? Is this really who | think it is7 This sounds
ridiculous.® Micodemus's response was, “How can someone be born when they are old? Surely they cannot enter a
second fime into their mother's womb to be born!™ And if that wasnt enough of an overoad of information to take in
Jesus answered him with, T4y dedly [ &0 ey, 06 cme S50 ander e s af @os amnlbas fay fre beem af walae
] Boe Spln, (el gl b do dieedy, bl (e Spil? gihee B do apitt Ve slbeld not be sorpriesd £ ey
aepitng, Mitew st Be bem again’ e wied Sleees wheareeer § plesess. T hesr s aoemms], Sl (Ee eamnmed =l
eelbEes O eide remn & a1 0 el S 0 0 ol evarpreas B ' dhe Sl (John 3:5-8)

WOW! Knowing that Nicodemus was a Pharisee, Jesus turned to him and said, “5 i £07% (sras doaalars, Sod 45 (o
SR} R R e IHINEEES (John 3:10) One might think that's a little harsh, how could Nicodemus be held account-
able for such understanding? Well, Nicodemus did have the Old Testament 20 he knew about the kingdom of haaven. He
knew that God would be the Ruler, His kingdom would be restored here on earth and His plan would incorporate His
peaple, In fact, I'm sure that Nicodermus had read Ezekiel 36;25-26 where God had said, "I will sprinkle clean water on
you, and you will be clean; | will cleanse you from all your imperities and from all your idols. | will give you a new
feart and put a mew spirit in you,; | will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a hearf of flesh.”

Mot much maore is known or reconrded in the Bible about Nicodemus except he shows up again in John 7 where the Phari-
gees haard of Jesus teaching in the temple couns AGAIN and sent the temple guards to arast Him. Scnplure says in
John 7:37-41, "On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a lowd voice, "L} sreams iim
fs dilregr eamme 0o e and e (learsr balioves v (i, oo S=rianre bes safiE], fvers af Tieg weiter vl (feey
fly el i By this He meant the Spirdft, whom those who belleved in Him were later to recefve. Up to that
time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified, On hearing His words, some of the
people said, "Surely this man is the Prophet." Others sald, 'He {s the Messiah.' StiN others asked, "How can the
Messiah come from Galilee?™

Remember, these temple guards had bean sent o seize Jesus and bring Him back. Standing there themselves and
hearing the things Jesus was teaching, they instead returned without Jesus. The chief priests and the Phariseas seeing
that Jesus was not with them asked, ""Why didn't you bring Him in? No one ever spoke the way that this man does’,
they replied. "You mean He has deceived you also?’ the Pharisees retorted. 'Have any of the rulers or of the Phari-
sees belfeved in Him? No! But this mob that knows nothing of the law-there is a curse on them.™ [John T:45-49)
(Or 50 they thought) Here's when MNicodemus shows up again but this time we know that he had grown from his talk with
Jesus and had a new heart understanding. Micodemus was not under the cover of dark here AND he was right smack dab
in the middle of all of his peers when he spoke up and asked, "Does our law condemn a man without first hearing him
fo find out what e has been doing? " Listen hare whal Mafthew 70:32 records Jesus saying concarming what | feeal
Nicodemus just did. (e selmsreine e (e Btars o, el sieo setaeeetadiie Deltiem Sy Aol T
frzenrzm.™ In the Message Translation Luke 12:8-9 records Jesus saying it this way, "Stand up for Me among the people
you meet and the Son of Man will stand up for you before all of God's angels. BUT if you pretend you don’t know
Me, do you think I'l defend you before God's angels?”

In the entire Bible, John is the only one that wrote anything about Nicodemus and here again in John 18;38-42 MNicode-
mus is recorded as being with Joseph of Arimathea. It says Joseph was a disciple of Jesus but that he was fearful of the
Jewish leaders when he went to Pilate to ask for Jesus' body. Yes, this was after Jesus was crucified and still hanging
theere on the Cross, The Bible doesn’t say anyone else came that day, It was with Pilate's permission that they came and
took Jesus' body away. Scripture tells us that, “Nicodemus brought 8 mixture of myrrh and aloes, about sevanty-five
pounds. Taking Jesus® body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accor-
dance with Jewish burial customs. Al the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the
garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid.” (John 19:39-47)

So what's my point in all of this? As followers and recipients of Christ's invitation for Salvation and the promised eternal life
with Him in paradise, we should no longer be fearful of death. In fact, my 96 year old grandmother knew in her heard that
this earth was NOT her final destination. Al her ‘going home celebration’ she had already planned for a dear friend of hers
to sing an old hymin, Tiere Aint No Grave Gonna Hold My Body Dowin, And let me tell you, whean that lady sang that song
the whole room filled with thie very presence of God. Another request she had was for the pastor 1o give an altar call.
Within a 50 mile radius I'd say that my grandmather won more souls for the Lord than anyone around, And 1I'm sure that
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someone responded 1o her invitation that day. Again it's important that | say, "Eternal life doesn't begin the day we leave
our bodies here and go to be with the Lord! MO That is when we step into the presence of our Greator and the Lord Jesus
Christ." Jesus told us eardier what true eternal life is, “TiEd dher Sramer Woag, (e anly dee G, a0 Joens e, b
oo feve acmi.” Hokm 7755

| Balieva what God wanted 1o show ma when He quickened my spirit that mnrning WaAS SOMesne, somawhera in the word
had just given their life 1o Jesus. | believe that God wanted me to witness what the party looks like there when this
happens. This is not simply my opinion. Jesus Himself bears witness to this fact in these two parables, “SNEEGEE O0E 67
o s & fomerad sbegp and Heds Sid of Ahim, Ceesrn b i2dre (i aitaaies {0 O aesn ebamuly Snd 5
siftar fhe foet abear emdl be fods 0P Aed wiban b s B, fe el mude B oo e abooliers and Gees HamE.
Them e aalis M s and mafnbders tegeliver a0 sare, Weistee vl o [ bavwe fomne oy izt sbeg. il
e it o e eod ey dhaes il Be miees ryfidtug &0 besven ever cas sl wibs fepents dhen e aued
mies Mpbizers pereons e d fet need 40 rEpant. Or seEEees & v bes (2 aifbver eeins and (2928 ans:
(Ceme e Hyld & Mo sorEyp G Heoss ! sesrsl carsially endl ahe fogs 0F S eien abe feds 1 S
el (har ftzmas ol sefnhtmes temaier sl sepes, Taafotes il moeg s foem ey e enln.” b e ssns wegsg
el e, b B pegfhiading) G o ErasEnin o s Srgels o G oo s sy el rpanis® (Luke 15:7-10) In
the beginning, | fried to paint a picture for everyone 5o you could kind of visualize what God had allowed me to witness,
My words could never do justice to what | actually seen and falt but | tried ampways.

Jesus also told us earlier in (Luke 5:31) that (my paraphrase), "Church is supposed to be like a hospital, Sick people
come in search of the Physician because they know that they are sick.™ At the end of every sernvice at our church there is
always an invitation to receive Jesus, To me, that's always bean the most precious time of the whole gathering, It's not
that | don't love the whole service BUT | know that miracles are aboul to lake place because it's now been 12 years since |
too was onea of them. That's why | also believe so deeply that it is so important for all of the "saved people’ to remain in
their saats and don't be disruptive by gatting up to hurry and leave just 1o baat the crowd. The praise and worship has set
the atmosphere and cultivated the soil in people’s hearts preparing it for the message’seed the pastor just brought. The
massage has been heard, tha Holy Spirit has bagun o massage people's hearls and people meoving about THOUGHT-
LESSLY might be all it would take to disrupt that person's eternal destimmy!

Some of yvou might not agree with me, and that's just fine with me, but someons maving aimlessly to hurry away in the
middle of this miracle event reeks of pride! It's like they are saying, "Hey, I've already done this. | got ming. | know where |
will spend my etemily.” And vou know what? They're right. God won'l remove thesr name from the Lambs Book of Life over
getting up and being disruptive in the senvice. And | know this part is not Scriptural but this is the picture | see with my
heart ... | wouldn't want io get to heaven and stand before God and have Him ook down at me with sadness on His face
and say, "See those two people over there in that "other’ line? | sure wish you hadn't gotten out of your seat in such a rush
that day at church; their hearts were 5o ready for harvest, After that thay never allowed their hearts to soften the way thay
ware that day.™

Brothers and sisters, | pray that yvou too would be shown this same party that was revealed 1o me. | know there's always a
party going on in heaven but when someone gives their life to Jesus, | believe with all my hear that the party gels even
lowder!

Before | close this message, | want to give averyonea reading this the opportunity to have a personal relationship with God
through what Jesus sacrificed for the whole world [ Tiiws 2:77). IU's really simple on our end; Jesus already did all the work
required by God, He purchased our freadom with His wary own life, Paul tells us in Romans 10:8, "If you declare with
your mouth, Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”
There are only two parts to this; first we confess with our mouth out loud that Jesus is Lord, and secondly we must believe
in our hearts that what we just confessed is truth. That's all, and at that point the Bible clearly says, “you will be saved”
and you oo can get to know God ina more intimate way and begin (o walk out your Salvation.

S0, if you've never asked Jesus to be the Lord of your life before or maybe you have in the past and today after reading all
of this you don't know for sure where you would spend etermity if you were to dig in your sleep, say this simple prayer with
me and believe it in your heart and allow God to write your name in His Book of Life TODAY. Say, "Father God, | know that
{ have been a sinner and | don't wani to ive ke that any longer. | beleve that You gave Youwr very own Son, Jesus, o die
on the Cross for my sins. | believe that Jesus lived, gave up His life for me on the Cross and has risen from the grave
where He iz now sealed there in heaven next ta You right row. TODAY I repent of all my sins. I'm turning fo You and with
my renw Faith [ now recaive Your Grace, | ask You Lord Jasus 1o come into my heart, come into my iife; TODAY | recaive
You to be my personal Lord and my Sawvior, | thank You and | praise You. In Jesus name, AMEN"

If you =aid this prayer today for the first time or if yvou have re dedicated your life to Christ please write to us and share this
good news, we would love 1o rejoice with you, If wou don't write us that's okay, oo, But | encourage you o tell someone
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there around m.l'mwmﬂmmmfpﬁwcrm_ : or sisters there that would be excited 1o hear of your new 1
decision. It's not part of your Salvation and the | encourage you to write to us or tell someone there is

because of what Jesus said, I lEEERE LRI = (v s Bt ailies, 0 il she el bt [y Foiber
i heerear.™ (Matthew 10:32) Writing to us or telling someona there is fulfilling what Jesus asked of us. And remember, if
you just gave your hear and life (o J&mwlﬂihﬂ party in heaven just got a little louder! HAPPY RE BIRTH -
DAY >

ADDED MOTE: Late inta the night, only twa days later from finishing this article, | received message thai'bnacfm;r dear
brothers in the Lord was in the hospital. He was in emerngency surgery. Apparently a valve in his heart had exploded and
he had a blood clot in one of his legs. | went to the Lord in prayer that He would be guiding the surgeon's hands and Elig
would have complete restoration. | was headed to California for a few days that next morming so | was up at 3 am. | .
received another text that said, "Unfortunately for all of us Brother Elight has gone home o be with the Lord. God has E
answered your prayers Wade, Elight has been totally restored, with no more pain or suffering.” | must tell you, at first | was

in shock. But as | stood at the bathroom sink washing my face | looked into the mirmor and it was though | heard plain as

day, "The same kind of party | showed you the other day also goes on here in heaven when one of My children come

home.” | knew that Elight loved the Lord and that he was there with the Lord. But | was in total awe whin the Lord spoke

this specific word to me that moming. There's no need for me 10 say "Rest in Peace”™ because Brother Elight has received

a peace and a joy that nona of us hera on this @aarth, al this point, can anly imagine, So until that day comes let's ALL stay
busy building God's kingdom right hers by sharing the Love of God with ALL those we come into contact with. HAVE A
WOMDERFUL DAY!

A Fit of Temper that Changed a Young Man's Life
By Steven Arterburn

"But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace loving, considerate, submissive, full of
mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.” -
James 3:17-18

When Benjamin Carson was a teenager he had a temible temper. One day he gol into a scuffle with another youth, drew a
knife, and stabbed at the ather boy. The blade, however, caught on the boy's belt buckle.

That fit of temper was a flashpoint experience for Carson. He went home and fell to his knees, praying for three hours for
the Lord to take his temper away.

So, what happened to that young boy? Benjamin Carson retired last year as the director of pediatric neurosurgery at
Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, known all over the world for his surgical skills and care for his young patients.

But if God hadn't prevented his blade from striking and Carson hadn't conquered his fit of temper that day, hundreds of
patients would've been deprived of this physician's compassionale care and brilliant skills as 8 neurosurgeon.

Aren't you glad God is in control? Aren't you glad that His eves are always on us, walching out for us. The hymn writer of
old said it best when he wrote, “For His eye is on the sparrow, and | know He watches me.”

I/ came fo realize that if people could make me angry they cowld controd mea, Why showld | give someone alsa such power
over my life? = Dr. Benjamin Carson

Quote Worthy

"Creation discloses a power that baffles our minds and beggars our speech. We are &
enchanted by God's power. We stutter and stammer about God's holiness. We tremble k&
majesty... and yet; we grow squeamish and skittish before God's love.”

- Brennan Manning (1934 - 2013) - an American author, laicized (loss of clerical state) p
public speaker
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