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Minutes for the SMPTO Meeting held at 
IFES Library on February 16, 2017
I. Call to order/Welcome

· The meeting was called to order by the PTO President, Jodi Jumper, at 7:05 PM.  Introductions were made by the PTO Board, the Principals and meeting attendees.

· Those in attendance included:  Jodi Jumper (PTO President), Melanie Reifsteck  and Laura Kilko (Co-VPs of IFES), Jennifer Metz (Secretary), Suzanne Shriner (Treasurer), Shelly Barrick and Charlie Bailey (Co-VPs of Rice), Mrs. Reed (IFES Principal) and Mr. Boley (Principal of Rice) attended the meeting. We had 2 additional parents attend the meeting and 3 teachers. 
· Those who attended the meeting were asked to sign in on the attendance sheet. 
· Guest Speaker:  Dr. Joe Mancuso, Assistant Superintendent, attended this meeting to provide an update on the joint iPad technology endeavor between the PTO and SMSD.  Dr. Mancuso gave a brief overview of the current technology access plan for the district including the implementation of iPads in all classrooms at IFES and Rice (5 per classroom).  The PTO assisted in providing a portion of the funds to lease 110 iPad Minis for 3 years.  The arrangements were made for the implementation at the end of last school year but training, set up, formatting and synching the iPads for all of the grades with age appropriate, approved apps installed and maintained by the SMSD Technology department took until October to roll out. Mrs. Spisak, Vice Principal of Rice/IFES,  put together a brief video of the iPads and other technology in action in the classrooms.  The feedback from the teachers who were in attendance at the meeting was that they now use the iPads daily.  Before when they had to sign out an iPad cart, they didn’t use them nearly as much or hardly used them at all.  Dr. Mancuso also added that they will eventually replace the desktops in the classrooms with laptops.  They utilize the iReady assessment tool on laptops but may eventually be able to have this tool on the iPads next year too.  They use the Frontrow Math app on the iPads.  The district got a grant (along with BoxTops money)  to cover the cost of purchasing headphones for students to use with the iPads.  Students are also encouraged to bring their own headphones or earbuds to use to limit sharing.   He shared that they School District is looking forward to partnering with the PTO on future technology purchases.  There are not currently any plans for this.  
II. Approval of Minutes from previous meeting

· Melanie Reifsteck made a motion to approve the January 2017 minutes. Charlie Bailey seconded the motion. The board members who were present unanimously approved the minutes from the January 2017 meeting.  Please note: Copies of the meeting minutes are posted on the PTO website at www.smpto.com .  
III. Principal Reports/School Board Representative 
Mr. Boley - Rice Report 
· Mr. Boley provided an update for Rice.  They will begin renovations on Rice in the summer of 2017.   The primary focus of the renovations will be mechanical upgrades and improvements to common spaces throughout the building.  

· The Mobile Ag Van is scheduled to come to Rice the week of March 13th.  The PTOs Time to Sign Up will have the Ag Van class schedule so you can see when your child’s class will be participating to volunteer.  

· Students will be celebrating Dr. Seuss Day.  Sixth graders come over to Rice and read to the 1st graders.  

· They will be hosting the final Pre-K Family Fun Event on March 11th at Rice from 9-11 AM.  Various people will be at this event to read to the children.  The children will be able to make their own books.  

· Parent Teacher conferences will be held at Rice during the week of March 27th- 30th.  

· Kindergarten Registration will be held on March 21st-23rd.  

· Mr. Boley also shared that they use of the iPads is going well at Rice.   The teachers are getting together for “appy-hours” to share feedback on classroom apps with each other.  They have snacks too (.
Mrs. Reed - IFES Report
· Mrs. Reed reported that they are working on scheduling the Ag Van and that they may also have the VanGo! come again. 

·  Some other evening activities that they are looking at arranging a family Art night and/or a family math night for students and their families.  

· Read Across America Day will be happening soon.  The students really like the new tree house in the library and sitting under the tree or on the furniture in the reading room underneath it.  

· For the celebration of the 100th day of school, the fifth graders used the “Oldify” app to see how they would look when they were “old”.  

School Board Representative  
· No report was provided at this meeting. 
IV. Treasurer’s Report
· Suzanne provided the Treasurer’s report for January 2017.  Now that the big events in the Fall and early Winter are over, there was not a lot of activity in January.  We do have quite a few expenses coming in the next few months:  field trips; the IFES book fair; conference week stock the teacher lounges for both schools; assemblies, including the Ag Van for both schools and possibly VanGo for IFES; Bubbling Over for 2nd and 3rd grade; Forge Ahead Day for 5th grade; and Mayfair 2017.  Suzanne also expressed a huge thank you to Jared Bradley and Jennifer Varner for their assistance in getting the PTO Taxes filed!!  

Income: The major source of income for January 2017 included $27.61 from Amazon and $.70 in bank interest.
Expenses: The major expenses for January 2017 included $12.50 for snacks for Groovy Movie; $31.00 for coats for students (requested by the Nurses); $22.64 for Guided Science Readers (an Educational Grant request) and $87.30 for display boards for the CASAC Science Fair.  

Account Balances:   As of 1/31/17, the checking account balance was $39,802.95; the 

raffle account balance was $100; and the savings account balance was $10,030.39. 

V. Correspondence

· We did not have the correspondence from the school PTO mailboxes at the time of this meeting.  Any correspondence received will be identified next month.   
VI. Chair/Committee Reports
a. Box Tops-  We have received some feedback that some people were unclear about who the winners of the BoxTops contests were recently.  The BoxTops chairperson, Erykka B, will be holding one final contest for the year.  This one will start on March 1st and run into May.  There will be one classroom winner per grade.  Those winning classrooms will earn an ice cream party.  Throughout this contest, students will be provided with periodic updates on classroom totals to keep up the momentum.   BoxTops for this contest may be turned in at any time during the contest period to be credited to the classroom.  Please make sure your student’s name, grade and classroom is on the bag or sheets that you turn in.  Please make sure that the BoxTops are current and NOT expired.  Thank you!  Also, be sure to check out the box top website at http://www.boxtops4education.com/ Good luck and enjoy clipping box tops!!
b. May Fair 2017 - Mayfair will need chair persons for the Silent Auction, Food Coordination, Teacher Raffle and possibly the Art Show.  (Update from after the meeting:  All of the positions have been graciously filled.  Ashleigh Garancheski will chair the Silent Auction, Amy Barnett will be the Food Coordinator, Jen Varner will chair the Teacher Raffle and the art teachers at both Rice and IFES will coordinate an art show again this year. )  These positions were briefly explained at the meeting including what is involved with the Teacher Raffle since many of the teachers are new to the raffle and Mayfair in general.   More information will be provided about these events in the near future.  As Mayfair approaches, we provide informational flyers to students and teachers.  
VII. Old Business  - none 
VIII. New Business 
a. Educational/Teacher Grants – We recently approved an educational grant request for Kindergarten for Teachers Pay Teachers and we purchased additional coats for the school nurses.  We have a request to renew the SuperTeachers Website subscription which will expire this month.  We will renew this subscription until February 2018.  We still have additional funds in the educational grant portion of the budget for additional requests.  

b. IFES Afterschool Fun Event - We will be having another after school event at IFES on Friday, February 24th from 3:30-5:15.  Students will be able to play board games in the cafeteria and more active games in the gym.  The PTO will provide a drink and a snack.  Students may bring along board games and/or balls to play in the gym.  Students must be picked up promptly by 5:15.  We need parent volunteers to assist with this event.  Please consider helping.  

c. IFES Book Fair in March – We will be holding another Scholastic Book Fair at IFES during the week of March 13th-17th.   We will be hosting at Teacher Preview breakfast on March 10th so teachers can update their wish lists.  The fair will be open during the school day for students to shop with their classroom and it will also be open in the evening during conferences for families to shop.  Rice families can shop too! (   Please visit the PTO’s Time to Sign Up to volunteer some of your time for this important event.  
d. Stock the Teacher’s Lounge for IFES and Rice - We will also be holding a Stock the Teacher’s Lounge during the week of conferences.  There will be a Time To Sign Up to provide snack foods, drinks, baked goods and fruits/veggies for our hard working teachers.  

e. Board Positions coming open for next school year – The positions of Secretary, Treasurer and Co-VPs of IFES will be opening up for next school year.  An announcement was made that we will be seeking candidates to fill the positions of Secretary, Treasurer and the Co-VPs of IFES for the 2017-18 school year.  All board positions are 2 year terms. Newly elected individuals’ terms take effect at the end of the school year (starting in the summer).  A brief description of position duties are outlined in the PTO Bylaws link (pages 4-6) and on the SMPTO website. Anyone interested in more information about the positions can visit the SMPTO website for position descriptions and can contact anyone on the board for more information.  The PTO runs on Volunteers!! 
IX. Announcements
· VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!!!   We have a number of events that we will need volunteer assistance with in the coming months – the IFES after school fun activity in February; the Scholastic Book Fair at IFES in March; May Fair 2017 and Teacher Appreciation Week to name a few.   
X. Open Floor/ Miscellaneous
· During open discussion, teachers shared that at times they do not have enough or receive just enough of the copies provided by the PTO to send home with students.  If one gets lost, they often are unable to provide students with extra.  They requested that they provided with extras or be emailed a copy to make extras if needed.  

· The board is currently adding position descriptions for board positions and chair persons on the PTO website.  Please visit the website for descriptions and open positions.  
XI. Adjournment

· A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 PM.  The motion was seconded and everyone was in favor of adjourning.  
· Respectfully submitted for approval at the next PTO meeting by Jennifer Metz, SMPTO Secretary.  
Our next PTO meeting will be held on March 16, 2017. 
Check our website for additional information about meetings and events.  
www.smpto.com
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