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23rd Sunday of Pentecost 
Sunday, November 16th, 2025 

The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The 
tone of today’s texts is ominous. But the baptized know how to live in the 
meantime. The baptized are strengthened for the living of these days in 
word and sacrament. The baptized rally around the invitation of the 
apostle: “Do not be weary in doing what is right.” 
 

*=Stand as you are able     Bold Print = congregation responds 
ELW=Red Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

Prelude 
Ringing of the Bell 
 

GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  page 94 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you 
and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry 
and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things we have done and things we 
have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by 
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your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of 
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 

been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

*GATHERING SONG  “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” ELW 596 
 
Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.; Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868; public domain. 
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*KYRIE               page 147 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE page 148 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you 
nothing is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your 
mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live 
through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING: Malachi 4:1-2a 

Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that “the 
day is coming.” On that day, the evil will be destroyed like stubble 
in a fire, but the “sun of righteousness” will shine on those who 
honor God. 

1 See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the 
arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall 
burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them 
neither root nor branch. 2a But for you who revere my name the 
sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 98 

1 Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
2 O LORD, you have made known your victory, 

you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the 
nations. 

3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house 
of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
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4 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
5 Sing to the LORD with the harp, 
  with the harp and the voice of song. 
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
  shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 
7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
  the world and those who dwell therein. 
8 Let the rivers clap their hands, 
    and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who  

comes to judge the earth. 
9 The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with equity.  

 
SECOND READING: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their 
belief in the nearness of Christ’s return, had ceased to work, living 
off the generosity of other members of the community. The writer 
of this letter warns them bluntly that if they want to eat, they 
need to work. 

6 Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from every brother or sister living 
irresponsibly and not according to the tradition that they received 
from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; 
we were not irresponsible when we were with you, 8 and we did 
not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil and 
labor we worked night and day so that we might not burden any 
of you. 9 This was not because we do not have that right but in 
order to give you an example to imitate. 10 For even when we 
were with you, we gave you this command: anyone unwilling to 
work should not eat. 11 For we hear that some of you are living 
irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12 Now such 
persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do 
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their work quietly and to earn their own living. 13 Brothers and 
sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  page 151 
 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 21:5-19 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 21st chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

As history moves toward God’s fulfillment there will be frightening 
signs and events. Before the end, believers will draw strength from 
their relationship to God and will be given the words they need to 
testify and to endure without fear. 

5 When some were speaking about the temple, how it was 
adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to 
God, [Jesus] said, 6 “As for these things that you see, the days will 
come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be 
thrown down.” 
 
  7 They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be 
the sign that this is about to take place?” 8 And he said, “Beware 
that you are not led astray, for many will come in my name and 
say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 
  9 “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, 
for these things must take place first, but the end will not follow 
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immediately.” 10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against 
nation and kingdom against kingdom; 11 there will be great 
earthquakes and in various places famines and plagues, and there 
will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 
  12 “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute 
you; they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you 
will be brought before kings and governors because of my 
name. 13 This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14 So make up 
your minds not to prepare your defense in advance, 15 for I will 
give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be 
able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even by 
parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and they will put 
some of you to death. 17 You will be hated by all because of my 
name. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By your 
endurance you will gain your souls.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Children will leave to go to Children’s Church 
Preschool/Kindergarten – room beside nursery in north 
fellowship hall 
1st & 2nd grade – Upstairs to the left 
3rd & 4th grades – Upstairs to the left 
5th & 6th grades – Downstairs 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE MONTH:         “All That We Have” W&P 5 
Text: Gary Ault; Music: Gary Ault; arr. Gary Daigle; Text and music © 1969, 1979 Danean Music, 
admin. GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net 1-708142 All 
rights reserved. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Response:  Hear us, O God,  
Your mercy is great. 
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We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your 
grace and unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
*PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

OFFERING 
 
OFFERING HYMN:               “Mighty to Save” Sr. Choir  

AUTHORS Ben Fielding, Reuben Morgan; CCLI SONG #4591782; CATALOG Hillsong Music Publishing 
Australia; COPYRIGHTS; 2006 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by Hillsong Music 
Publishing USA); Reprinted under CCLI #2551458 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from 
the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts 
toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know 
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 
*DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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*PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the witness of your saints 
you show us the hope of our calling 
and strengthen us to run the race set before us, 
that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in glory. 
And so, with all the saints, 
with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:          Page 153 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE     

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.   
Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION SONG  (Page 154) 
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COMMUNION HYMNS: 

“When Peace, like a River” ELW 785 

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888; Music: Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876; public domain. 
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“This Little Light of Mine” ELW 677 

Text: African American spiritual; Music: African American spiritual; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer, b. 
1935; Arr. © Horace Clarence Boyer, admin. Augsburg Fortress; Reprinted under OneLicense.net 1-
708142 All rights reserved. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.  

Amen  
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 
us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your 
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mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you 
and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 

Amen. 
 

* SENDING SONG        “Canticle of the Turning” ELW 723 
 
Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat; Music: Irish traditional; Text © 1990 GIA 
Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net 1-708142 All rights reserved. 
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Children are dismissed to go downstairs for music with Nels – 

Christmas program music practice! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

Ringing of the Bell 
Postlude 
 
For streaming and printing: 
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS025376. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.  OneLicense A708142 and CCLI #2551458 
 

Those Serving in Today’s Service 
Pastor: Eric Klimpel  Accompanist: Mindy DeVries 
Youth Liaison: Nels Dovre  Lector: Vallery Eisenmann 
Acolytes: Emmett Johnson; Dobbin Wilson 
Altar Guild: Elaine Mohr; Helen Kepler 
Communion Assistants: David and Vallery Eisenmann 
Technicians:  Brent Emerson, Owen Williams 

 
This Week at Palestine 

Today, November 16th, 2025 23rd Sunday of Pentecost 
8:30 a.m. Choir 
9:30 a.m. Worship; Holy Communion 
Music with Nels 
New member class 
5:30 p.m. Theology on Tap @ Flight 

Tuesday, November 18th, 2025 
10:00 a.m. Area Pastor’s Study 
1:00 p.m. Cedars Worship (Pastor) 
7:00 p.m. Bible Study via Zoom 
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Wednesday, November 19th, 2025 
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 
1:00 p.m. Quilters 
6:30 p.m. Confirmation 
6:30 p.m. R.O.C.K. Gather @ Fjeldberg 

Thursday, November 20th, 2025 
11:00 a.m. Ballard Ministerial Mtg (Pastor) 
6:30 – 8:00 p.m. GriefShare Support Group @ Huxley Library 
5:30 p.m. Meal followed by wreath making at 6 p.m. 

Friday, November 21st, 2025 
Newsletter deadline for December 

Sunday, November 23rd, 2025 Christ the King Sunday 
8:30 a.m. Choir 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
Music with Nels 
Cookie Sunday 
Soup Potluck after worship 
5:30 p.m. Community Thanksgiving @ Trinity Lutheran (worship  
@ 7); Soup supper 
Poinsettia orders due 

Lectionary texts: Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm 46; Colossians 1:11-20; 

Luke 23:33-43 
 
Thank you for your Gifts for Ministry: 
Sunday, November 9, 2025:  Attendance: 115   
General: $5,407.00  Fellowship: $4.00 

THANK YOU!!! We celebrate your generosity and thank you in 
advance for your support. 

 

 

 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2025-11-23/2646
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2025-11-23/2646
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2025-11-23/2646
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2025-11-23/2646
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Join us for Theology on Tap today, 

Sunday, November 16th at Flight in               

Huxley @ 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday, October 20th 5:30 –

6:30. 

 

 

Palestine will accept your offering! 
 
 

1. Bring to worship service with you and place in offering plates. 
2. Mail check to: 

Palestine Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 189 
Huxley, IA 50124 

3. Give online through Easy Tithe. 
Go to our website www.plchuxley.com and 
click on the bright red ONLINE GIVING tab 
on the right located above our “Reaching 
out in Christian love to all” statement. OR 
scan the QR code to take you right to our 
tithing page.  

4. Text GIVE to 515-207-6435. 
Thank you. Continue to pray and know God is with us.  

 

  

http://www.plchuxley.com/
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Poinsettias for Palestine 
You are invited to purchase a poinsettia to 

help decorate our church for advent and 

Christmas.  Please let us know if it is in honor 

or memory of someone. $20 each.  

Deadline to order is November 23rd. Call Tracy @ 515-450-1961 

to place order.  

 
Community Thanksgiving Worship 

Sunday, November 23rd 
@ Trinity Methodist in Huxley 
❖ 5:30 p.m. Soup supper (sign up 

         on weekly announcements)  
❖ 7 p.m. Worship 

 

 

❖  
 

Our offerings for this event will go to help support a very 
needy local food pantries in Huxley, Cambridge, and Slater.  

Sponsored by the Ballard Ministerial Association. 
 
 
 

Join us for Wreath Making 

Thursday, November 20th at 

Palestine. 

5:30 p.m. Meal 
6:00 p.m. Wreath Making 
All materials provided. You can bring your 
own decorations if you prefer.  
Cost: $40 – prepay when you sign up in 
fellowship hall (Crystal Hughes) 
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Bring your favorite 

crockpot of soup to 

share Sunday, 

November 23rd for 

fellowship/food after 

worship 

 

 

 

 

  

There is a sign up 

in fellowship hall 

to help provide 

your delicious 

goodies for our 

sale.   

We are so 

appreciative of our 

congregation’s 

support of this 

fundraiser. 

Advent begins Sunday, November 30th 
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Welcome to Worship! We’re glad you’re here (physically or 

virtually), guests and members alike, and pray that you will find in our 

worship an opportunity to praise God and hear God’s Word. 

All baptized Christians who believe that Christ Jesus is truly present in 
the sacrament to forgive, strengthen and bless us, are welcome to 
receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.        

Honoring Creators of Justice (based on Luke 21) 

This week’s gospel reading is a part of an apocalyptic speech Jesus 
gives in the temple. Jesus’ talk of war can be alarming to our ears. 
We want to hear him speak about peace and love and mercy. 
However, there is much in this world that is scary and violent. 
Jesus would not be doing his pastoral due diligence if he did not 
talk about these things. Jesus reminds us that, yes, things are 
going to get bad. But he calls us to cling to our faith and respond 
to God’s charge that we love and serve our neighbor. And by this, 
he assures us, we bring about the kingdom. 

November 11 is honored as Veterans Day in the United States and 
Remembrance Day in Canada. Originally it was called Armistice 
Day to commemorate the ending of World War I and the signing 
of a ceasefire. It signaled the end of the violence. 

An “armistice” is an agreement to stop fighting, to bring about 
peace. But as Martin Luther King Jr. famously observed, “Peace is 
not the absence of conflict but the presence of justice.” Jesus tells 
us that violence will happen, but our calling as baptized Christians 
is to live in the promise of his grace and to go out into the world 
to be creators of justice and peace. 

This week, as we honor and remember those who have served 
and experienced the violence Jesus speaks of, we must heed 
Jesus’ pastoral words of hope: “Do not be afraid.” In the midst of 
chaos and fear, Jesus gives us his strength and the wisdom to 
follow him. Blessed are all who work toward armistice in service 
of peace and justice. 


