April 8, 2020

Dear Family and Friends of Mars UP Church:

WORSHIP UPDATE – We hope, those of you who were able, were able to log on to see our “Zoom worship” this past Sunday.  Thirty-two signed in!  Of course there were some glitches, and not all were able to see each other.  In any case, it was great to see some new faces!  Again, I hopefully anticipate the day when we will all be back together!
Some small changes will occur for this week, Easter Sunday.  We have invested in some audio technology so Jamie’s music will sound better (NOT her playing, but how the music goes through Mr. Computer!)  I promise to practice more regarding looking-at-the-camera.

Some of you have already sent comments about doing things differently or better.  Keep them coming!  We are all working for a better experience!  
We are still working thru this, learning as we go.  If you have any questions or comments, call the office or me.  Your leaders are committed to making this work, so we can remain connected until the crisis passes.  

One more note to pass along: Herb Wellman is slowly getting better, and Jill Cooper is hanging in there too.  They asked me to pass along their thanks for all the thoughts and prayers.  

Again, I ANXIOUSLY AWAIT our return to worship!  
Pastor Jim 

“Truly I tell you, wherever the good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her” (Mark 14:9).
As I write this, it is Wednesday of Holy Week.  On that day during Jesus’ last week of his earthly ministry, the religious leaders were plotting “…for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him” (Mark 14:1).  At the same time, as Jesus visited the house of Simon the leper, a woman arrived and anointed him with an expensive ointment.  A few disciples complained the act as a waste of money, but Jesus defended her actions, saying she was preparing him for burial.  After the meal, Judas met with the leaders to arrange his arrest.    

The contracts are striking, and we can only imagine what Jesus felt as he approached his death.  Under “normal” circumstances, if we take the time to pay attention, the contrasts leading up to Thursday and Friday are vast.  Tension and disagreement all around him, and Jesus continued to live out the will of the Father.  

Our lives are under stress this year.  Let us pause and look to Christ and see and learn how HE went through the week, and let us (with the help of the Holy Spirit!) continue to look to Easter and the Resurrected Lord.    And let us remain joyfully hopeful, knowing God is in control, and the outcome for us is secure.  

In Christ,
Pastor Jim 
